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'Vote Chori' is an attack on
constitution: Rahul Gandhi

TFP 1 PRASHANT SHARMA
MARGAO, OCT 18
Describing the Con-
gress as ‘“guardian
of the Constitution”,
Leader of Opposition
in the Lok Sabha Ra-
hul Gandhi on Sunday
launched a fresh attack
on the government and
CEC Gyanesh Kumar
for what he called “vote
chori”, promising to
bring the culprits to
book.

Addressing a party
rally at Margao in Goa,
Gandhi said, “Vote
chori is an attack on
the Constitution and
the Congress party’s
dharma as the party is
the guardian of the stat-
ute.”

“Gyanesh Kumar
and others will face the
law and pay a price for
what they have done,”
said Gandhi, challeng-

rally at Margao in Goa.

ing the government to
file a case against him
for his repeated claims
about vote theft.

“l already have 45
cases, including defa-
mation, against me,
and I challenge them
to file a new case for
my vote chori claims.
I know they will not
do this as filing a case
against me on this is-
sue will make the mat-

ter legal and expose
them,” he said.

Gandhi said those
who have indulged in
vote theft are experi-
encing sleepless nights
in Delhi as they know
that they will have
to face the Congress
someday.

“They cannot escape
from the Congress,” he
said, promising that
the party will ensure

Tiger Shroff escapes
assassination attempt

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
MUMBAI, OCT 18
Actor Tiger Shroff
escaped unhurt after
three motorcycle-
borne men allegedly
opened fire in the
Juhu area of Mumbai
on Sunday evening,
injuring his car driver
in the hand. Shroff was
reportedly leaving a
football ground when
the incident occurred.
Police are investigat-
ing the shooting and
the identity and where-
abouts of the attackers.
Following the in-
cident, an audio re-
cording emerged in
which a man identi-
fying himself as Anil
Pandit and claiming
links to the Lawrence
Bishnoi gang alleg-
edly took responsibil-
ity for the attack. The
speaker claimed that
Shroff was targeted
for ignoring the gang's
directions and work-
ing with actor Salman

Tiger Shroff

Khan. The authentici-
ty of the recording and
the claims made in it
have not been inde-
pendently established.

In the audio, the
speaker also threat-
ened others in the
Mumbai film industry
who work with Salman
Khan, warning of vio-
lence against those
who did not follow the
group's alleged direc-
tions. The recording
included derogatory
remarks about Salman
Khan and references to
fugitive gangster Da-
wood Ibrahim.

Army officer's wife hooked
under official secrets act

TFP | CORRESPONDENT
JAMMU, OCT. 18

Jammu and Kashmir
Police have registered a
case against the wife of
a senior Army officer for
allegedly sharing sensi-
tive information with
individuals suspected of
having links to foreign
intelligence agencies, in-
cluding China. The wom-
an, a Telangana resident
currently living within
the jurisdiction of Gan-
dhi Nagar Police Station
in Jammu, is suspected
to have been approached
by operatives posing as
academicians.

An FIR (No. 290/2026)
has been registered at
Gandhi Nagar Police
Station under Sections 3
and 5 of the Official Se-
crets Act, 1923, and Sec-
tions 152 and 61(2) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhi-
ta (BNS). The provisions
cover offences related to
information prejudicial
to national security and
the unauthorised com-

munication or handling

of protected information.

According to prelimi-
nary investigations,
suspected Chinese oper-
atives allegedly contact-
ed the woman under the
guise of academicians
and asked her to write

articles on subjects of

strategic and operation-
al significance. The sub-
jects initially concerned
the environment and
geopolitics but alleg-
edly shifted gradually
towards defence-related
issues. Investigators
suspect she may have
unknowingly fallen into
what they described as
an “intellectual trap”.

Sources said she came
under the scanner fol-
lowing intelligence
inputs alleging the
clandestine collection,
possession and trans-
mission of sensitive doc-
uments, photographs
and electronic data rel-
evant to national secu-
rity.
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India advises
caution amid

Saudi situation

RIYADH, OCT 18

India on Sunday advised
its nationals in Saudi
Arabia to take due pre-
cautions under the pre-
vailing situation, visit
the nearest safe place
in case of an aerial at-
tack, and refrain from
filming, publishing or
sharing any informa-
tion, photos and videos

regarding the ongoing

events.

The Embassy said that
its officials continue to
visit hospitals where
Indian nationals are un-
dergoing treatment.

justice is done.

He also repeated the
allegation of vote theft
during the elections in
Madhya Pradesh, Hary-
ana, Karnataka, Chhat-
tisgarh, Maharashtra,
Bengal and Assam.

He said the truth has
been brought before all
and vote theft is a real-
ity. “We have proved
this with evidence.
Vote chori has been
done,” he said.

“They cut Opposition
parties’ votes, they cut
our votes and increase
their own votes. They
shift voters from one
district to another and
one state to another.
Therefore,  Congress
workers in Goa have
to remain very alert
to foil their attempts
at vote theft,” he said
while addressing party
workers in Hindi.
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15 houses burnt in Manipur’'s
Kamjong, Kuki civilians flee

IMPHAL, OCT 18

At least 15 houses be-
longing to the Kuki
tribal community were
reportedly burnt by
suspected militants in
Chassad village in Ma-
nipur’s Kamjong dis-
trict, forcing civilians
to flee their homes and
take shelter in nearby
forest areas and a camp
of security forces, offi-
cials and local sources
said on Sunday.

The incident oc-
curred late on Saturday
night, following a gun
attack in the village
earlier in the day in
which a Kuki civilian,
identified as Seikhohao
Haokip, was killed and
four others sustained
bullet injuries, accord-
ing to reports.

Deputy Chief Min-
ister Nemcha Kipgen
condemned the vio-

Wl
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lence, expressing grief
over Haokip’s death
and concern for the
injured village leaders
and displaced families.
Describing the burning
of houses as an intol-
erable crime, Kipgen
said she had directed
the district adminis-
tration, state police
and security forces to
maintain round-the-
clock vigilance, pro-
tect civilians and their
property, and ensure

that those responsible
for the violence were
brought to justice.

A police official said
that a joint column of
the Assam Rifles, the
Border Security Force
(BSF) and Kamjong Po-
lice had been deployed
in the affected area to
bring the situation un-
der control.

In a separate incident
at Kamjong district
headquarters on Satur-
day night, three Tang-
khul Naga civilians sus-
tained bullet injuries in
an attack reportedly
involving rival armed
groups. The injured
were identified as T.
Chithung, S. Malung
and M. Shithung. They
were admitted to Ka-
mjong Hospital, where
their condition was
reported to be stable.
(IANS/UNI)
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Minister Vivek urges BLAS to
ensure 100% voter registration

TFP 1 ANJANEYULU
MANCHERIAL, OCT 18
Minister of Labour &
Employment, Dr Vivek
Venkatswamy, address-
ing Mandamarri town
Congress party Booth
Level Agents (BLAs) at
his residence in Man-
cherial district, called
for 100 per cent voter
registration, greater co-
ordination among party
workers and efforts to
strengthen the organ-
isation.

He urged BLASs to en-
sure that every eligible
new voter was included
in the electoral rolls
during the Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR)
process, noting that a
week remained to com-
plete registration. He
promised to take BLAs
who achieve full regis-
tration to Delhi to meet

Rahul Gandhi. He also
stressed adherence
to protocol and called
for unity among party
workers. The leader
said the Congress gov-
ernment was commit-
ted to public welfare
and state development,
and urged people to con-
serve drinking water, ir-
rigation water and elec-
tricity amid concerns

over the El Nifio effect.
He criticised opposition

parties for politicising
natural challenges.
Targeting the previ-
ous BRS government,
he alleged that poor con-
struction quality and ir-
regularities had affected
the Medigadda project
and questioned K. Chan-

drashekhar Rao over
his family’s assets and

alleged diversion of pub-
lic funds for water sup-
ply to his farmhouse.

He also questioned
BRS leader K.T. Rama
Rao over demands to
operate the Medigadda
pumps and sought an-
swers from former MLA
Balka Suman regarding
allegations about his as-
sets and election expen-
diture.

TFP | ATEEQ KHAN
NIZAMABAD, OCT 17
Telangana Govern-
ment Advisor and MLA
P. Sudharshan Reddy
and District Collec-
tor Ila Tripathi, IAS,
on Saturday inspected
the Government Girls’
High School premises
at Navipet mandal
headquarters to assess
the feasibility of estab-
lishing a Telangana
Public School.
Sudharshan Reddy
said the government
had allocated 9.76 crore
for the proposed school,
which would be devel-
oped on three acres
with modern facilities
to provide quality edu-
cation from Class I to
XII on a single campus.
Collector Ila Tripathi
directed officials to pre-
pare comprehensive

www.thefreedompress.in

Telangana Public School to be
set up m Nawpet at %9 76 Crore

TG Govt Adwsor Sudharshan Reddy and District Collector lla Tripathi
inspected Govt Girls’ High School premises at Navipet Mandal.

proposals for the proj-
ect.

The duo also inspect-
ed the Mission Bhagi-
ratha Nyalkal pump
house and filter bed at
Yench village in Navi-
pet mandal. They re-
viewed drinking water

ensure adequate water
storage, prevent wast-
age, repair leakages
promptly and maintain
uninterrupted supply
to the last residential
areas.

State Urdu Acad-
emy Chairman Taher

supply

arrangements
and directed officials to

Bin Hamdan,
Agriculture

State
Commis-

sion member Gadugu
Gangadhar, Additional
Collector Bhujanga
Rao, Nizamabad RDO
Rajendra Kumar, in-
charge DEO Saya Goud,
TGEWIDC Executive
Engineer Ravinder, As-
sistant Engineer Uday
and other local officials
accompanied them.

TGNPDCL wins national award for
mnovatlon in power dlstrlbutlon

TFP 1 VIJAYA KRUSHNA
HANAMKONDA, OCT 18

Telangana Northern
Power Distribution
Company Limited

(TGNPDCL) has re-
ceived the 14th Inno-
vation with Impact
Award for DISCOMs
in recognition of its
adoption of advanced
technologies and in-
novative measures to
improve power distri-
bution and consumer
services.

The award was pre-
sented during the 20th
India Energy Summit
organised by the Indian
Chamber of Commerce
in New Delhi on Octo-
ber 14. Company Sec-

retary K. Venkatesham
received the award on
behalf of TGNPDCL.
On Saturday, he pre-
sented it to CMD Kar-
nati Varun Reddy at
the company’s corpo-
rate headquarters in

Nakkalagutta, Hanam-
konda, in the presence
of directors V. Mohan
Rao, V. Tirupati Red-
dy, T. Madhusudhan
and C. Prabhakar.
Varun Reddy said
the company was us-
ing technologies such
as real-time feeder
monitoring, SCADA,
drone-based inspec-
tions, GIS mapping,
automatic meter read-
ing and Al-powered

chatbots to improve
supply reliability, de-
tect faults quickly and
strengthen consumer
services.

He said renewable
energy capacity in-
creased from 1,784
MW in 2024-25 to 2,126
MW in 2025-26, while
rooftop solar capacity
rose from 80.17 MW to
143.92 MW, registering
growth of about 79.5
per cent. He credited
the award to the col-
lective efforts of the
company'’s officers, en-
gineers and employees
in promoting techno-
logical innovation and
improving power sup-
ply services.

VDCC road near Masjid-e-Noor
maugurated in Sha|kpet

TFP | CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, OCT 18
A VDCC road near
Masjid-e-Noor in Surya
Nagar Colony, Shaik-
pet, has been inaugurat-
ed after a wait of nearly
20 years. Six-year-old
namazi Mohamed Ali
Zaid inaugurated the
road in the presence of
Asif Sohail and local
residents.

The road was con-
structed following ef-

forts by Asif Sohail,
president of the Surya
Nagar Colony Welfare
Association and the
Jubilee Hills Constitu-
ency Colonies Forum,
in coordination with
govt officials. Develop-
ment works worth ap-
proximately Rs. 4 crore
have been completed in
the colony, including
VDCC roads, sewerage
and drinking water
pipelines, electrical in-

frastructure, parks and
playgrounds. Residents
appreciated the efforts
made to improve basic
amenities in the area.

Asif Sohail thanked
Zafar Masood, Zubair,
Faisal, Zeeshan, Riz-
wan, Zaidan and other
residents for their co-
operation, stating that
the development works
were made possible
through collective ef-
forts.

Thunderstorms likely in 4 days

HYDERABAD, OCT 18

The upper-air cyclon-
ic circulation over
south coastal Andhra
Pradesh and its neigh-
bourhood has moved to
the west-central Bay of
Bengal and adjoining

south Andhra Pradesh
and Tamil Nadu coasts,
and was extending up
to 5.8 km above mean
sea level at 0530 hours
on Sunday, the Meteo-
rological Centre said.
In its daily weather

report, the Centre fore-
cast thunderstorms
accompanied by light-
ning and gusty winds
of 30-40 kmph at isolat-
ed places across Telan-
gana during the next
four days.

Mahbubnagar Co-option Delay: Cong leaders
demand fair share, loyallsts’ recogmtlon

TFP 1 AHAD SIDDIQUI
MAHBUBNAGAR, OCT 18
The delay in nominat-
ing Co-option Members
to the Mahbubnagar
Municipal Corporation
has raised concerns
among minority lead-
ers and Congress work-
ers, who are demand-
ing fair representation
for loyal and senior
party members.
Minority  represen-
tatives have urged the
Congress state and dis-
trict leadership to expe-
dite the process and se-

lect candidates based on
their party service, or-
ganisational contribu-
tions and public engage-
ment. They have also
expressed concern that

long-serving
who stood by the party
during difficult periods
could be overlooked.

workers

The delay has fu-

elled speculation about

differences among lo-
cal Congress factions,
although no official
explanation has been
issued and the alleged
role of internal disputes
remains unconfirmed.
Party workers have
called for transparent
selection and consul-
tations to ensure bal-
anced representation in
municipal governance.
The leadership is yet to
announce a final deci-
sion, leaving aspirants
awaiting clarity on the
nominations.

2 siblings
killed in road
accident

HYDERABAD, OCT 18

Two siblings, Rekha
and Naveen, residents
of Pedda Amberpet,
were Kkilled and a child
was seriously injured
after a car hit their
scooter in Hayath-
nagar, Hyderabad.

The accident oc-
curred when Naveen
was taking his sister
Rekha from Sham-
shabad to their home-
town of Pedda Amber-
pet to celebrate the
Dussehra festival.

Rajarshi Shah Guda to be developed
as an ideal village: Adllabad Collector

TFP | SHAIK RIAZUDDIN
ADILABAD, OCT 18
Adilabad District Collec-
tor Rajarshi Shah, IAS
has announced plans to
develop Rajarshi Shah
Guda village in Adila-
bad rural mandal as an
ideal village by provid-
ing basic infrastructure,
including roads, housing
and other essential facili-
ties.

On Sunday, Rajarshi
Shah inaugurated a mega
free medical camp organ-
ised by the Indian Red
Cross Society’s Adilabad
branch in the village. Ad-
dressing the gathering,
he appreciated the organ-
isers for extending qual-
ity healthcare services to
rural residents and urged
people to undergo regu-
lar health check-ups and
seek timely treatment.
Doctors conducted medi-
cal examinations, pro-
vided consultations and
distributed = medicines
free of cost.

The Collector thanked

g

the villagers for naming
the village after him and
assured them that devel-
opment works would be
undertaken in a planned
manner. He congratulat-
ed the doctors, organis-
ers and Red Cross volun-
teers for conducting the
camp. During his visit,
Rajarshi Shah inspect-
ed the construction of
double-bedroom houses
and directed officials to
maintain quality stan-
dards. He also performed
the groundbreaking cer-
emony for CC road con-
struction and instructed

P 4

officials to complete the
work promptly without

inconveniencing resi-
dents.
Red Cross Society Pres-

ident Dr Kranthi Kumar,
RIMS Director Jayasingh
Singh Rathod, District
Medical and Health Of-
ficer (DMHO) Sadhana,
Welfare Department offi-
cials Manohar and Suni-
ta, Tahsildar Govind,
Sarpanch Lakshmibai,
medical staff, Red Cross
representatives,  other
officials, and villagers
participated in the pro-
gramme.

Cyber Crime Police arrest 2
In digital arrest fraud case

TFP | TAHER ALI
HYDERABAD, OCT 18
Hyderabad Cyber
Crime Police have ar-
rested two people for
allegedly facilitating a
digital arrest fraud in-
volving Rs 29.17 1akh by
arranging mule bank
accounts and routing
the defrauded money
through multiple ac-
counts to conceal the
money trail.

The accused, Mohd
Ashfag Hussain (27)
and Ahmed Najeeb Ud-
din (27), both residents
of Ameerpet, were ap-
prehended on October
17. Another accused, Sa-
chin of Bengaluru, is ab-
sconding. According to
a police release on Sun-
day, a 63-year-old re-
tired employee was tar-
geted in March 2025 by
fraudsters impersonat-
ing officials of the Delhi
Police, CBI and Enforce-
ment Directorate. They
allegedly  threatened
him with arrest in a

money-laundering case
and persuaded him and
his daughter to transfer
Rs 29,17,668 under the
pretext of verification,
promising a refund.

Investigations re-
vealed that the arrest-
ed accused allegedly
helped route the money
through bank accounts
and cash deposit ma-
chines before it was
used to purchase USDT
cryptocurrency. They
reportedly received
commissions for facili-
tating the transactions.
Police seized two Apple
iPhones from their pos-
session and found that
around 16 cases across
India were linked to the
alleged fraudulent ac-
tivities.

The accused were
produced before a court
in Hyderabad. Fur-
ther investigation is
underway to trace the
absconding accused
and identify others in-
volved in the fraud.

6 held in Dammapet forest raid; ganja, huntmg gun & hike seized

TFP | RAMARAJU
B. KOTHAGUDEM, OCT 18

Forest officials seized around
4 kg of ganja, a country-made
hunting gun and other equip-
ment during a raid at a house
in Kodishalagudem village of
Dammapet mandal, Bhadradri
Kothagudem district and took
six persons into custody, Dam-
mapet Forest Range Officer said.

Acting on a tip-off, forest
personnel searched the house
of Penuballi Krishna and re-
covered four packets of ganja,
a country-made gun, ammuni-

tion, hunting equipment, a Pul-
sar motorcycle (TG 28 B 6782)
and five mobile phones. Iron
pieces, black powder, a knife, a
torch and a sound box were also
seized. The six persons taken

into custody were

identified

as Penuballi Nagu (23), Penub-
alli Ravi (21), Tati Sai Krishna
(23), Penuballi Srinu (28), Tati
Naveen (25) and Sappidi Sam-
mayya (29), hailing from Kod-
ishalagudem, Erragumpu, Old
Gangaram and Garlapet.

raid.

According to the Forest Range
Officer, the accused allegedly
told officials that they procured
ganja at low prices from Chin-
toor, Donkarai and Seeleru and
sold it locally at higher prices.
They also allegedly admitted to
hunting animals in the forest.
The accused and the seized prop-
erty were handed over to Dam-
mapet police for further action.

Forest personnel J. Bhad-
raiah,
ramesh, E. Kantarao and D. Na-
resh Kumar participated in the

A. Parvathy, P. Raja-
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TG govt celebrates Saddula Bathukamma grandly

TFP 1 SAUD SIDDIQUI
HYDERABAD, OCT 18
The Telangana govern-
ment organised grand
celebrations of Sad-
dula Bathukamma, the
concluding day of the
nine-day floral festival,
at Tank Bund in Hyder-
abad on Sunday.
Around 1,000 Bathu-
kammas were taken in
a procession from the
Martyrs' Memorial to
Tank Bund, where wom-
en participated in tra-
ditional dances and fes-
tivities. Governor Shiv
Pratap Shukla and his
wife Janaki, Ministers
Jupally Krishna Rao
and Seethakka, film ac-
tors Vijay Deverakonda

Minister Jupally Krishna Rao fehmtates Governor Sh|v Pratap Shukla and his wife Janaki
on the sidelines of Saddula Bathukamma celebrations at Tank Bund in Hyderabad.

and Rashmika Mandan-
na, and several other
dignitaries attended the
celebrations.

Around 700 folk artists
showcased traditional
art forms, including

Perini, Gussadi,

venue was

Oggu
Dolu and Dappu. The
decorated
with elaborate lighting
and LED screens, while
a laser show, fireworks
and Bathukamma im-

mersion formed part of
the programme.
Addressing the gath-

ering, Governor Shiv
Pratap Shukla de-
scribed Bathukamma

as a symbol of Telan-

gana's cultural heritage,
women's empowerment
and reverence for na-
ture. He urged people
to conserve water, pro-
mote rainwater harvest-
ing and protect natural
resources in view of
concerns over reduced
rainfall and the possible
impact of E1 Nino.
Minister Jupally
Krishna Rao said Bathu-
kamma transcended
caste and religious
barriers and reflected
Telangana's cultural
identity. He stressed the
need to preserve folk
arts, promote local art-
ists and pass the State's
traditions on to future
generations.

ZOORI opens
first outlet in
Hyderabad

HYDERABAD, OCT 18
Natural diamond jew-
ellery brand ZOORI,
backed by over two de-
cades of jewellery man-
ufacturing experience,
has opened its first re-
tail outlet on Raj Bha-
van Road in Somajigu-
da, Hyderabad, marking
the beginning of its na-
tional expansion.

Founded by Sai
Vineeth, Mahesh
Choudhary and Ankush
Surana, the brand aims
to establish 25 stores
across India within a
year.

TFP I MANVEER SINGH
HYDERABAD, OCT 18

Hyderabad Metropoli-
tan Water Supply and
Sewerage Board (HM-
WSSB) Managing Di-
rector K. Ashok Reddy
has directed all private
Sewage Treatment
Plant (STP) owners
within the board’s ju-
risdiction to complete
registration by October
25.

Of the approximately
600 private STPs identi-
fied in the city, only 61
have registered so far,
Ashok Reddy said in a

statement, urging the
remaining owners to
complete the process
before the deadline.
Registration is man-
datory for STPs in
apartments, gated com-

munities, commercial
complexes, hotels, hos-
pitals, educational in-
stitutions, industries
and other private estab-
lishments. The exercise
aims to collect details

Only 61 of 600 private STPs registered,
HMWSSB Chlef sets Oct 25 deadline

of plant capacity, dai-
ly sewage treatment,
treated-water consump-
tion and surplus water
availability.

The board plans to
promote the reuse of
surplus treated water
for construction, indus-
trial activities and gar-
dening to reduce pres-
sure on drinking water
resources, particularly
during the summer.

Private STP own-
ers can register online
through the HMWSSB
website: https://hyder-
abadwater.dawc.in.

TFP | FAROOQ KHAN
RANGAREDDY, OCT 18

A female student died,
and at least 16 others
were injured when a
lighting truss collapsed
during a Dandiya
event at an engineer-
ing college at Nadergul
on the outskirts of Hy-
derabad.

The accident oc-
curred at MVSR En-
gineering College in
Nadergul in Adibatla,
Rangareddy district on
Saturday night.

The lighting truss
suddenly collapsed
during the event, trig-
gering panic.

Narayandas Sona
(18), afirst-year B. Tech
student, sustained
critical injuries. She
was rushed to a nearby
private hospital but
died while undergoing
treatment. She hailed
from the Wanaparthy
district.

Police rushed to the
spot and launched an
investigation into the
incident. Preliminary
investigation  shows
that the lighting sys-
tem collapsed due to
strong winds.

The injured were
rushed to a nearby hos-
pital and from there
shifted to Yashoda Hos-
pital.
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Student killed, 16 injured
as lighting truss collapses
during Dandiya event

According to police,
10 out of 16 injured
have been discharged
from the hospital.

Some students and
their parents alleged
negligence on the part
of the college manage-
ment and demanded
strict action against
those responsible for
the accident.

The Dandiya event
was organised as part
of Sangamam-2026, a
two-day national-level
technical and cultural
fest. The event brought
together students from
various colleges to
showcase their techni-
cal skills, innovative
ideas and cultural tal-
ent.

Chief Minister Re-
vanth Reddy has ex-
pressed shock over
the accident at MVSR
Engineering College,
which resulted in the
death of a student.

The Chief Minister
conveyed his condo-
lences to the student's
family and directed
that the best possible
medical care be pro-
vided to the injured
students.

He ordered that
those responsible for
the accident be identi-
fied and that strict ac-
tion be taken against
them.

Bharat Rashtra
Samithi (BRS) Work-
ing President K.T.
Rama Rao said the ac-
cident has caused pro-
found shock and grief.
He extended his deep-
est condolences to the
family of the deceased
student.

Rama Rao wished
for a speedy recovery
of the students injured
in this accident. He re-
quested the authorities
to provide them best
medical care.

Kavitha demands review of
salary cuts for NHM employees

TFP | CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, OCT 18
Telangana Rakshana
Sena (TRS) Chief K.
Kavitha has demanded
an immediate review
of GO 1195, which re-
portedly reduced the
salaries of certain Na-
tional Health Mission
(NHM) employees in
Telangana.

Speaking to the me-
dia at her party of-
fice in Banjara Hills
on Sunday, alongside
leaders of the NHM
Employees’ Joint Ac-
tion Committee (JAC),
Kavitha said some of
the 17,000 NHM em-
ployees across the

K. Kavitha
State had suffered sal-
ary cuts of Rs. 4,000 to
Rs. 5,000.

Questioning the deci-
sion amid rising prices
and inflation, she said
the government should
explain why some em-
ployees’ salaries had
been reduced while
others had received

BRS seeks immediate release
of marriage scheme funds
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TFP | CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, OCT 18

The Bharat Rashtra
Samithi (BRS) Minority
Cell General Secretary
Abdul Mugeet Chanda
has urged the Telanga-
na government to imme-
diately release pending
financial assistance un-
der the Kalyana Laksh-
mi and Shaadi Mubarak
schemes, claiming that
nearly two lakh applica-
tions have been await-
ing clearance for about
ayear.

In a statement, Chan-
da said the delay had
forced economically
weaker families to bor-
row money to meet mar-
riage expenses, leaving
many struggling with
debt and household
costs. He demanded
faster verification, a
clear timeline for clear-
ing pending applica-
tions and an effective
grievance-redressal
mechanism for appli-
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Abdul Mugeet Chanda

ment to fulfil its elec-
tion promise of provid-
ing eligible brides with
one tola of gold and 1
lakh in financial assis-
tance, and ensure that

beneficiaries receive
the support without dis-
crimination.

He recalled that for-
mer Chief Minister K.
Chandrashekhar Rao
launched the Kalyana
Lakshmi and Shaadi
Mubarak schemes on
October 2, 2014, to ease
the financial burden of
marriages on poor fami-
lies. He urged the gov-
ernment to ensure that

increases. She also al-
leged that NHM staff
were not being paid on
time despite the Cen-
tre releasing funds for
the programme.
Kavitha urged Chief
Minister A. Revanth
Reddy to intervene
and direct the Health
Minister to review the
salary revisions and
provide relief to affect-
ed employees. Citing
Central government
guidelines, she said
NHM employees were
entitled to an annual
salary increment of
five per cent and called
for the provision to be
implemented.
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Lack of clarity on responsibility pushes sanitation

RATNA CHOTRANI
HYDERABAD, OCT 17

Lack of clarity over re-
sponsibility for main-
taining cleanliness often
pushes sanitation to the
back burner, Dr. T. K.
Sridevi, IAS, Secretary
of the Municipal Admin-
istration Department
and Commissioner and
Director of Municipal
Administration, Telan-
gana, said at a panel dis-
cussion titled “Sanita-
tion: A Super Vaccine”
held at The Leela, Ban-
jara Hills, on the eve of
the Charter Presentation
Ceremony of the newly
formed Rotary Club of
One Hyderabad.

e Contracting
¢ Home Making

to back burner: Dr.T. K. Sridevi

Dr. Sridevi empha-
sised the need for
greater investment and
sustained behavioural
change, recalling Ma-
hatma Gandhi’s focus
on sanitation during the
freedom struggle. She

urged Rotary to promote
awareness and respon-
sible sanitation prac-
tices, including moving
beyond the “flush and

forget” approach.

The discussion was
moderated by Prof. V.
Srinivas Chary, former
Director of the Admin-
istrative Staff College of
India (ASCI) and advisor
to T-Works, Dasra and
the Gates Foundation,
along with Abhishek
Nath, founder of LooCa-
fe and ReFlow. Prof.
Chary said India needed

to prioritise sanitation
alongside major infra-
structure development,
citing Japan’s emphasis
on cleanliness.

Dr. Zelalem Birhanu
Tafesse, Chief of Field
Office, UNICEF India,
described sanitation as a
“super vaccine” because
effective sanitation and
handwashing help pre-
vent disease. He high-

lighted Rotary’s partner-
ship with UNICEF in
public health initiatives
and said Rotary had
facilitated more than
7,000 volunteers in Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar.
Vivek Pandey, WASH
professional and con-
sultant to the Gates
Foundation, called for
innovation in waste-
water management, ad-
vocating decentralised
treatment and reuse of
treated water. Citing the
ReFlow Model toilet at
Lumbini Park in Hyder-
abad, he explained how
on-site wastewater treat-
ment could reduce fresh-
water consumption.

737 drunk driving cases
booked during weekend drwes

TFP | RAOOF KHAN
HYDERABAD, OCT 18
Hyderabad and Cy-
berabad Traffic Police
booked a total of 737
motorists for drunk
driving during special
enforcement drives
conducted over the
weekend on October 16
and 17.

Hyderabad Traffic
Police caught 417 of-
fenders, including 353
two-wheeler riders, 25
three-wheeler drivers
and 39 four-wheeler
and other vehicle driv-
ers. Of them, 192 re-
corded blood alcohol
concentration (BAC)
levels between 51 and
100 mg/100 ml, while
four recorded levels
above 300 mg/100 ml.

Cyberabad  Traffic
Police apprehended
another 320 offend-
ers, including 265
two-wheeler riders, 16
three-wheeler drivers,
38 four-wheeler driv-

els between 36 and 200
mg/100 ml, 38 between
201 and 300 mg/100 ml
and 16 between 301
and 550 mg/100 ml. All
offenders will be pro-
duced before the court.

Cyberabad Police
said 196 drunk-driving
cases were disposed
of by courts between
October 12 and 17. Of
these, 191 offenders
were fined, while five
were awarded fines and
community service.
Police reiterated their
zero-tolerance  policy
towards drunk driving
and warned that those
causing fatal accidents
while driving under
the influence of alcohol
could face charges un-
der Section 105 of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhi-

cants. eligible  beneficiaries ers and one heavy ve- ta, 2023, which provides
Chanda also called on receive the assistance hicle driver. Of these, for imprisonment of up

the Congress govern- without further delay. 266 recorded BAC lev- to 10 years and a fine.
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'Echoing RSS statements, should read more":

Congress, RJD on BJP chief's remarks against Rahul

NEW DELHI, OCT 18

The Congress and its
ally Rashtriya Janata
Dal (RJD) on Sunday
launched a sharp at-
tack on Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)
President Nitin Nabin
over his remarks
against Leader of Oppo-
sition in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi, accus-
ing him of repeating
the Rashtriya Sway-
amsevak Sangh's (RSS)
narrative rather than
addressing substantive
political issues.

The criticism came a
day after Nabin, while
addressing a gathering
in Patna on Saturday,

accused Gandhi of act-
ing as a "pawn of a for-
eign toolkit gang" and
working against the in-
terests of the country.

He also alleged that the
Congress was unable
to accept the progress
India had made under
Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi's leadership
and was consequently
attempting to under-
mine the country's de-
velopment.

comments,

Reacting to Nabin's
Karnataka
Congress President
B.K. Hariprasad said

the BJP chief was mere-
ly echoing statements
made by the RSS and

challenged the ruling

party to substantiate

its allegations about
a purported foreign-

linked toolkit.

Addressing report-
ers, Hariprasad said,
"The BJP President,
Nitin Nabin, has a hab-
it of simply repeating
the remarks given to
him by the RSS. If there
is a toolkit, let them ex-
plain it. Who is stop-
ping them? If he thinks

protecting the Consti-
tution and hoisting the
tricolour are part of a
toolkit, I consider that
childish."

The RJD also joined
the Congress in criti-
cising Nabin.

Speaking to IANS,
RJD Rajya Sabha mem-
ber Manoj Jha ques-
tioned the BJP chief's
understanding of politi-
cal discourse and urged
him to read more be-
fore making allegations
against the opposition.

Someone before him
had also mentioned a for-
eign hand. I have written
about this on social me-
dia as well." (IANS)

Sunetra takes indirect swipe at Rohit Pawar

Says no rift in Mahayuti

NANDED, OCT 18
Maharashtra  Deputy
Chief Minister Sunetra
Pawar took an indirect
swipe at NCP (Sharad-
chandra Pawar) MLA
Rohit Pawar over his
remarks on the inves-
tigation into the death
of late Deputy CM Ajit
Pawar and the alloca-
tion of the Finance port-
folio, commenting that
some people were adept
at spreading misinfor-
mation.

Rohit Pawar had in a
statement on Saturday
claimed that the finance
portfolio held by the late
Ajit Pawar, would not
be allocated to Sunetra
Pawar as Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis want-

ed to keep it with the BJP.
Dismissing specula-
tion about differences
within the ruling Ma-
hayuti alliance, Sunetra
Pawar said it remained
united despite its con-
stituent parties having
different ideologies.
"There are no differenc-
es within the Mahayuti.

Different parties may
have different ideologies,
but when we stand as the
Mahayuti, we are united.
Everyone must work
together with collective
strength and maintain
coordination. Any mis-
understandings  should
be resolved through dis-
cussions," she said.

Addressing a gather-
ing in Nanded while
campaigning for Maha-
yuti candidate Satish
Chavan in the Legisla-
tive Council graduates'
constituency election,
she said the alliance
was committed to de-
veloping Marathwada,
including Nanded.

As a daughter of
Marathwada, I give you
my word that we are
committed to the re-
gion's development. We
need your continued
support and must reach
out to voters. Nanded
district has an impor-
tant role to play, she
said, appealing to alli-
ance workers to work

together. (IANS)

Karnataka BJP targets
Congress sting

HUBBALLI, OCT 18
Karnataka BJP presi-
dent Vijayendra Yediy-
urappa on Sunday al-
leged that the reported
sting operation had
raised questions about
political manoeuvring
within the ruling Con-
gress and predicted
that the party's internal
differences over lead-
ership would become
more pronounced after
the October 23 Legisla-
tive Council elections.
Questioning who was
behind the operation,
whom it sought to tar-
get and what its objec-
tive was, Vijayendra
claimed that develop-

ments within the Con-
gress pointed to deepen-
ing differences among
senior leaders, includ-
ing alleged attempts
to target former Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah.

The political fallout
would become clearer in
the coming days, he told
reporters here, alleging
a lack of mutual trust
within the ruling party.
He reiterated his earlier
claim that Siddaramaiah
could face pressure to
step down as Chief Min-
ister, adding that subse-
quent developments had
brought the leadership
question into sharper fo-

cus. (IANS/UNI)
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Rijiju hits out at
‘anti-India’ gangs

Soros-backed bid to force regime change

NEW DELHI, OCT 10
Union Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Ki-
ren Rijiju on Sunday
lashed out at “anti-
India” gangs and some
politicians for inciting
youth for their failed at-
tempt to force a regime
change in the country.

“Regime change in
India is absolutely
possible — but only
through elections, not
through Soros,” wrote
Rijiju on X, mentioning
the name of American
billionaire George So-
ros to hint at a foreign
conspiracy behind the
recent flare-up in the
country over the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls.

Soros and his net-
work have faced alle-
gations of funding pro-
tests across the world,
particularly in coun-
tries led by conserva-
tive leaders.

Rijiju pointed to the
fresh wave of violence
in France and cited the
violent regime change
in Bangladesh to criti-
cise the failed bid by
forces that wanted to
dislodge the BJP-led
government.

“The violent incident
that occurred in Ban-
gladesh and the riots,
arson, and looting that
took place in France —
a similar conspiracy
was hatched for India
as well,” he said.

“Anti-India gangs

Kiren Rijiju
and some politicians
had colluded to incite
the youth and spread
violence on our streets.
But those who devised
this dangerous conspir-
acy forgot that India is
neither Bangladesh nor
France,” added Rijiju.
The BJP leader's
remarks came amid
protests seeking the
removal of Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar over
alleged irregularities
in the SIR of electoral
rolls, which the Opposi-
tion parties claim have
led to names of over 13
crore Indians being left
out of the voters’ list.
Earlier on Saturday,
Union Textiles Minis-
ter Giriraj Singh tar-
geted Congress MP and
Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha,
Rahul Gandhi and
other Opposition lead-
ers, including Prashant
Bhushan and Arvind
Kejriwal, alleging that
their actions had ex-
posed their true inten-
tions. (TANS/UNI)

Jagan demands deployment of Central
forces for local body polls in Andhra

TADEPALLI, OCT 18

Former Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister and YSR
Congress Party presi-
dent Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy on Sunday de-
manded deployment of
Central forces in the
state to ensure free and
fair local body elections.

Accusing the ruling
coalition of unleashing
a reign of terror to stop
YSRCP candidates from
filing nominations, he
urged the State Election
Commission (SEC) to
intervene and provide
security to candidates
coming to nomination
centres to file their pa-
pers.

He alleged that the
entire system, from the
SEC to the police under
the direction of Chief

Minister N. Chandra-
babu Naidu were ob-
structing the process of
nominations as he was
"scared of defeat".

Jagan Mohan Reddy,
who earlier called on
State Election Commis-
sioner Anil Chandra
Punetha, told him that

if candidates are not al-
lowed to file their nomi-
nations, the reputation
of the Commission and
its officials would be at
stake. "If the SEC be-
comes a party to such
undemocratic practices
by allowing nominations
to be obstructed, it would

be an unprecedented
incident in history. We
urged the SEC not to be
part of such practices,"
he said.

He requested the SEC
to ensure that every can-
didate who wishes to file
a nomination is allowed
to do so through an on-

line system or at a cen-
tralised location at the
SEC office in Amaravati.

"We also asked the
Commission to arrange
police escorts, with the re-
spective Superintendents
of Police (SPs) taking re-
sponsibility, to ensure
that candidates can file
their nominations with-
out obstruction," he said

“We also pointed out
that if candidates are fac-
ing such difficulties even
at the nomination stage,
one can only imagine
the plight of candidates
and voters when the ac-
tual polling takes place.
Therefore, it is crucial
that central forces be de-
ployed and that elections
be conducted under the
supervision of paramili-
tary forces. (IANS)

TVK plans 3rd state conference to celebrate electoral success

CHENNAI, OCT 18
Tamilaga Vettri Kazha-
gam (TVK) is consider-
ing Tiruchi or Tirunelve-
li as the venue for its
third state conference,
with preliminary prepa-
rations underway for a
gathering intended to
celebrate the party’s elec-
toral success and consoli-
dation under Chief Min-
ister Vijay.

The conference is ex-
pected to take place early
next year and is likely
to be called the “Victory
Conference”, according to
reports. However, the par-
ty has yet to formally an-
nounce the venue, dates
or detailed programme.

The proposed event is
being planned against
the backdrop of TVK'’s
victories in the recently
concluded Maduran-
takam and Dharapuram

Assembly bypolls. The
results have strength-
ened the party’s confi-
dence following its suc-
cess in the Tamil Nadu
Assembly general elec-
tion earlier this year.
Vijay, who launched
TVK in 2024 after estab-
lishing himself as one of
Tamil cinema’s leading
actors, organised the par-
ty’s first state conference
at Vikravandi that year.
The gathering drew large

numbers of supporters,
particularly young peo-
ple, and brought consid-
erable attention to his en-
try into electoral politics.

The party subsequent-
ly held its second state
conference in Madurai,
continuing its efforts to
expand its organisation-
al presence across Tamil
Nadu.

Within two years of
its formation, TVK con-
tested the Assembly elec-

tion and secured a major
political breakthrough,
forming the government
with Vijay taking office
as Chief Minister.

The third conference
is now being envisaged
as an occasion to bring
together celebrations
marking the party’s
third anniversary, its
election victory and Vi-
jay’s birthday.

The arrangements and
the manner in which these
occasions will be incorpo-
rated into the programme
remain to be announced.
Tiruchi and Tirunelveli
are currently under con-
sideration, with a final
decision on the location
awaited. Preparatory
discussions have begun,
although no formal sched-
ule has been released.

Meanwhile, the par-
ty is also preparing to

conduct its annual pro-
gramme honouring stu-
dents who performed
well in the Class 10 and
Class 12 examinations.
Such award ceremonies
have been organised at
the district level in re-
cent years under the ban-
ners of TVK and its pre-
decessor organisation,
Vijay Makkal Iyakkam.
This year’s prize dis-
tribution programme is
expected to be held soon,
and district secretaries
have begun the related
organisational work.
The student recognition
initiative will provide
another opportunity for
the party to engage with
young people and fami-
lies as preparations ad-
vance for its next major
state gathering. Further
details on both events are
awaited. TANS/UNI)

Braj Mohan Ram takes oath

BHUBANESWAR, OCT 18
Veteran Bharatiya

Janata Party leader
Braj Mohan Ram as-
sumed office as the
Governor of Odisha at
a swearing-in ceremo-
ny held at Lok Bhavan
in Bhubaneswar on
Sunday. The Chief Jus-
tice of the Orissa High
Court, Justice Harish
Tandon, administered
the oath of office and
secrecy to the new gov-
ernor.

Ram, one of the
prominent Dalit
faces of the BJP in
Jharkhand, replaced
Hari Babu Kambham-
pati as the governor.
Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi, other
senior ministers, op-
position leaders and
officials also graced
the event.

The new Governor
was accorded a guard
of honour following
the swearing-in cer-
emony held at the
Abhishek Hall of Lok
Bhavan here.

Ahead of the oath-
taking ceremony, Ram
visited the Shree Jag-
annath Temple in Puri
on Saturday, accompa-
nied by his mother and
wife, to offer prayers
and seek the blessings
of Lord Jagannath.

as Odisha Governor
3.

After offering prayers
to the holy siblings at
the Shree Jagannath
Temple in Puri, the
new Odisha Gover-
nor, Ram, told media
persons that he would
work for the develop-
ment of the state in
consultation and coop-
eration with everyone.

cial service. He served
as an MLA in undi-
vided Bihar before be-
ing elected to the Lok
Sabha from Palamu
on three occasions --
in 1996, 1998, and 1999.
Apart from his elec-
toral career, he has
served as the in-charge
of the State Scheduled

Notably, Ram, the Dalit leader, comes from a
farming family and has a long record of legisla-
tive and social service. He served as an MLA
in undivided Bihar before being elected to the
Lok Sabha from Palamu on three occasions -- in
1996, 1998, and 1999.

Ram said he prayed to
Lord Shree Jagannath
for the progress and
development of Odi-
sha.

Meanwhile, extend-
ing his warm greetings
and congratulations to
Ram on assuming of-
fice as the Governor
of Odisha, Odisha CM
Majhi said, “Under the
guidance of the Hon-
ourable Governor, Od-
isha’s journey towards
development will gain
further momentum. I
wish him a successful
tenure.”

Notably, Ram, the
Dalit 1leader, comes
from a farming family
and has a long record
of legislative and so-

Caste Morcha. He has
also worked towards
establishing educa-
tional institutions in
Chandwa.

His appointment
recognises his contri-
bution to grassroots
leadership, the em-
powerment of Dalit
communities and de-
cades of legislative
and social work. It
is worth noting that
Ram recently landed in
controversy over his
remarks on strength-
ening the BJP’s or-
ganisational base in
Odisha and increasing
the party’s vote share,
shortly after being
named the state’s new
Governor. (IANS)
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Kolkata Police releases guidelines for puja

NATION

Rains hatter Chennai Sllblll'bS

CHENNAI, OCT 18

Heavy rains battered
Chennai and its suburbs
and in North costal dis-
tricts last night with a
few areas receving

a staggering spell in ex-
cess of 30 cms, even as
Met office attributed it to
convective activity while
denying any localised
cloudburst.

The rains which began
last night, gained in in-
tensity and continued all
through the night and till
early on Sunday morn-
ing, inundating several
areas and government
premises including In-
come Tax and HR and CE
department offices.

Civic workers were
pressed into service ever
since the rains started

and they were engaged in
draining out the stagnat-
ed water. It was virtual
flooding at AGS Nagar
area in western suburb
of Velacherry.

Apart from Chennai
several districts also expe-
rienced copious rains as
the Northeast monsoon,
which commenced a cou-
ple of days back, became
vigorous. The Met office

has issued a Red Alert --
rains in excess of 20 cms --
for Chennai for today and
Orange alert for its neigh-
bouring districts.

The Revenue and Dis-
aster Management de-
partment issued a Red
Alert message with a
warning sound to all
mobile users asking the
people to take all precau-
tions. TANS)
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orgamsers, cancels all VIP passes aiter

KOLKATA, OCT 18

A day after 19 people
were Killed in a stam-
pede at a Durga Puja pan-
dal in Kolkata, the city
police on Sunday issued
several instructions for
police personnel and
puja organisers for the
remainder of puja days.

The major instruction
among them is that all
VIP passes to visit the
pandals have been can-
celled.

It has been instructed
that no food stalls of any
kind can be kept at the
entry and exit points of
such pavilions.

Kolkata Police Com-
missioner Ajay Nand

Union Home Minister Amit Shah and West Bengal
CM Suvendu Adhikari inquire about the health of
admitted victims of pandal stampede.

has issued a set of in-
structions to all police
stations in Kolkata in
this regard.

Through this direc-
tive, it will be possible
to maintain continuous
smooth communication

between the police and
the security personnel
and the pandal authori-
ties.

The Police Commis-
sioner has said in his
instructions that from
now on the control of the

public address system
will be in the hands of
the police.

Apart from this, there
will be not only volun-
teers in the pandals, but
at least one Police Con-
stable as well.

Apart from this, the
entry and exit points of
the pandals will have to
be kept empty.

It has been told in
this directive that it is
also necessary to check
whether there is ade-
quate lighting inside the
pandal and the entry and
exit points of the pandal.

Apart from this, all
the Inspectors of Kolkata
Police will have Man-

pack radio set through
which it will be possible
to maintain constant
communication with the
Puja committee.

The police on Sunday
arrested seven people,
including  organisers,
in connection with the
stampede at the Chore-
bagan Sarbojanin Durga
Puja Pandal in Kolkata,
which claimed 19lives. A
large number of devotees
were injured following a
stampede at the Chore-
bagan Sarbojanin Durga
Puja pandal in north Kol-
kata as an excessive crowd
flocked into the pandal
arena to catch a glimpse of
the idols. (IANS)

CM Omar demands strict action after
attack on J&K-bound bhus in Haryana

SRINAGAR, OCT 18
Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah has taken up
the incident involving
an attack on a Jammu
and Kashmir-bound
bus in Haryana with
the state government,
seeking stringent ac-
tion against those re-
sponsible and meas-
ures to ensure the
safety of passengers.
An elderly Kash-
miri passenger sus-
tained injuries when
a bus, travelling from
Delhi to Srinagar
with around 40 pas-
sengers on board, was
reportedly attacked
by unidentified per-

sons near Kurukshet-
ra in Haryana, who al-
legedly pelted it with
stones and bricks.
The Chief Minis-
ter's Office has con-
veyed its concern to
the Government of
Haryana over the in-

cident and the safety
and well-being of the
passengers. The Har-
yana administration
has assured prompt
and stringent action
in accordance with
the law.

Reacting to the in-

cident, the Chief Min-
ister said in a post on
X, "This unfortunate
incident should never
have taken place. I
hope the Haryana gov-
ernment led by Nayab
Singh Saini and Hary-
ana Police catch the
culprits & take action
to ensure these things
don't happen again."

The Jammu and
Kashmir Government
stands with the affect-
ed passengers and is
closely monitoring the
situation.

The incident drew
widespread condemna-
tion from political lead-
ers in Kashmir. (IANS)

CISF plans sector-specific
functional reorganisation

NEW DELHI, OCT 18

The Central Indus-
trial Security Force
(CISF) will reorganise
its administrative and
operational control
structure from Novem-
ber 1 to enable sector-
specific  supervision,
efficiency and coordi-
nation, an official said

on Sunday.
The functional reor-
ganisation, approved

by the Union Home
Ministry, assumes sig-
nificance as the CISF's
mandate is expanding
beyond conventional
industrial security to
encompass new and
specialised security

responsibilities, an of-
ficial statement said.
Under the reorgan-
isation, the National
Capital Region Sector
has been reorganised
into the Government
Building Museums and
Monuments and Mass
Rapid Transit System

(GBMM & MRTS) Sec-
tor in New Delhi.

The North Sector
(New Delhi) and North
Eastern Sector-II (Kolk-
ata) have been restruc-
tured as the Power-I
and Power-II Sectors,
respectively, the state-
ment said. (IANS)

Eight labourers killed
in Punjab road acculent

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
SANGRUR, OCT 18

Eight labourers, in-
cluding six women,
were Killed and sev-
eral others injured
after a speeding car
rammed into a group
of road construction

workers on Jakhal
Road near Chotian
village in Punjab’s

Sangrur district. The
Chevrolet Optra Mag-
num reportedly lost
control and hit more
than 20 workers stand-
ing by the roadside in
the Lehragaga area.
Five victims died at
the spot, while the
others succumbed to
their injuries during
treatment. Seven of

the deceased were re-
portedly residents of
Alisher village. The
driver, identified as
Pargat Singh Kala of
Raidhrana village, fled
the scene.

Witnesses said at
least 23 workers were
injured, with four to
five in critical condi-
tion. Harvinder Singh,
a nearby factory work-

er who reached the
spot after the accident,
alleged that an ambu-
lance took nearly an
hour to arrive despite
police efforts to ar-
range medical assis-
tance.

Another witness
claimed that injured
workers remained on
the roadside awaiting
help. (IANS)

Madhya Pradesh's CM Yadau orders removal of CSP

Suspends 8 cops after Gwalior truck accident

GWALIOR, OCT 18

Taking a serious view of
negligence in the tragic
truck accident near the
Sheetla Mata Temple
in Madhya Pradesh's
Gwalior that claimed 14
lives, Chief Minister Mo-
han Yadav on Sunday
ordered the immediate
removal of the City Su-
perintendent of Police
(CSP) of the Jhansi Road
area and the suspension
of eight other police offi-
cers and personnel.

Accordingly, CSP
Jhansi Road Ravi Bhad-
auria has been removed
from his post.

Those suspended in-
clude Jhansi Road SHO
Shakti Singh Yadav, An-
tri SHO (Station House
Officer) Gitesh Sharma,
Jhansi Road Traffic SHO

Abhishek Raghuvanshi,
Traffic Inspector Raghav-
endra Jadon, Head Con-
stable Sushil Dwivedi,
and Constables Kishan
Khanna, Anil Jaitpuria
and Pawan Sengar.

In a post on his X
handle, the Chief Min-
ister said, “Taking a
serious view of the neg-
ligence surrounding
the incident near the

Sheetla Mata Temple in
Gwalior, directives have
been issued for the im-
mediate removal of the
CSP, the suspension of
three Station House Of-
ficers (SHOs), one Traf-
fic Inspector, one Head
Constable, and three
constables, as well as a
comprehensive investi-
gation into the incident.
This is intended to fix

accountability and en-
sure that strict action
is taken against those
found responsible.”

CM Yadav empha-
sised that the safety of
all citizens is of para-
mount importance.

“To prevent any re-
currence of such in-
cidents in the future,
security arrangements
will be reviewed and
necessary measures will
be implemented. Negli-
gence concerning public
safety will not be tolerat-
ed at any level,” he said
in his post.

The Chief Minister
has made it clear that
no one will be spared if
found negligent in the
performance of their
duties. TANS/UNI)

Akasa Air extends
suspension of Riyach,
Jeddah flights

MUMBAI, OCT 18

Akasa Air on Sunday
announced the exten-
sion of its suspension of
flights to Saudi Arabian
cities Riyadh and Jed-
dah until October 27,
as tensions continue to
escalate in the Middle
East region.

In a post on social me-
dia platform X, the air-
line said the decision
was taken after a care-
ful assessment of the
evolving situation, add-
ing that the safety and
well-being of its passen-
gers and crew remain
its highest priority.

"In view of the pre-
vailing security situa-
tion in the Middle East,
Akasa Air has extended
the suspension of all
flights to and from Ri-
yadh and Jeddah upto
and including October
27, 2026," the airline
said.

"This decision follows
a careful assessment of
the situation, with safe-
ty remaining our pri-
mary consideration," it
added.

The airline stated
that it continues to
closely monitor devel-
opments and assess the
situation in real time
before taking any fur-
ther decisions regard-
ing the resumption of
services. (IANS/UNI)

DRI seizes Sri Lanka-bound drugs worth
Rs 100 crore, arrests 4 in Tamil Nadu

CHENNAI, OCT 18

The Directorate of Rev-
enue Intelligence (DRI)
seized 137 kg (gross)
of crystal metham-
phetamine, a banned
synthetic drug, worth
Rs 100 crore in the il-
legal drug market from
a coastal village in
Nagapattinam district
of Tamil Nadu and ar-
rested four accused,
an official said on Sun-
day.

The consignment
was allegedly meant
for shipment to Sri
Lanka, the DRI said,
adding that the four
accused were arrested
under the provisions of
the NDPS Act 1985 and
remanded to judicial
custody.

The operation fol-
lowed specific intelli-

gence indicating that
a large consignment
of narcotic substances
had been transported
to a coastal location in
Nagapattinam district

for storage and onward
smuggling to Sri Lan-
ka, the DRI said in a
statement.

A subsequent search
led to the recovery of

six duffel bags con-
taining 27 silver-foil
packets, each weighing
approximately 5 kg, it
said.

The packets were re-

moved, and their pow-
der contents were sent
for lab tests, it said.

The packets con-
tained a white crys-
talline substance
suspected to be meth-
amphetamine of high
purity. The contra-
band was seized un-
der the provisions of
the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Sub-
stances (NDPS) Act,
1985, the DRI said.

In a simultaneous
search at the premises
of the suspected organis-
er, DRI officers seized Rs
10 lakh in cash suspect-
ed to represent sale pro-
ceeds. Two four-wheel-
ers and one two-wheeler
allegedly used for trans-
porting the narcotic sub-
stance were also seized,
it said. (IANS)

4 workers killed after chimney collapses
at factory in Jamuria

KOLKATA, OCT 18

At least four workers
died after a chimney
collapsed at a private
sponge iron factory in
Jamuria in West Ben-

gal's West Burdwan
district, the police said
on Sunday.

Another worker

was seriously injured.
An investigation has
been launched into the
cause of the chimney
collapse and whether
safety rules were fol-
lowed during construc-
tion.

After the accident, a
section of residents and
workers erupted in an-
ger in the factory prem-
ises. According to local
sources, the protesters
also clashed with the
police personnel. The
police were trying to
control the situation.

According to local
sources, a chimney was
being constructed in
Unit 3 of the Shyamsel
factory in Jamuria on
Saturday night. A few

workers

were Wwork-
ing when suddenly the
chimney collapsed. In
an instant, the work-
ers were buried under
the rubble. Hearing the
loud noise, other fac-
tory workers rushed to
the spot. They were the
first to start the rescue

work. Later, the police,
fire brigade and res-
cue teams of the state's
disaster management
force reached the spot.
After a long rescue
operation, five workers
were rescued from un-
der the rubble and sent
to the hospital. Doctors
declared four of them
dead. Another seri-
ously injured worker
has been admitted to a
private hospital in Dur-
gapur. IANS/UNI)
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Global protests highlight the
challenge of halancing public demands

rotests across France, Belgium, Albania, Argentina, Tunisia, India and Spain re-
Pﬂect growing public concerns over education, living costs, political accountability,

electoral processes and government spending. Although the immediate triggers
differ, the demonstrations underline a common challenge for governments: balancing
competing public demands with financial constraints, institutional responsibilities and
long-term development priorities. They also highlight the importance of democratic
engagement, peaceful protest and responsive governance.

In India, opposition parties and youth activists have protested against the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls, alleging that the exercise could dispropor-
tionately affect minorities and benefit the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). The
Election Commission of India has rejected allegations of wrongdoing, maintaining
that the revision aims to remove duplicate and ineligible entries and improve elec-
toral accuracy. Reports of large-scale deletions have intensified the controversy, al-
though the figures include deceased voters, people who have relocated and individu-
als whose whereabouts could not be established. The dispute underscores the need
for transparency, proper verification, notice to affected voters and accessible proce-
dures for restoring eligible names.

The Indian debate also illustrates the distinction between legitimate political criti-
cism and the responsibility to protect public order. Opposition leaders, including
Rahul Gandhi, have sought an audit of voter-list deletions and safeguards against
wrongful exclusion, while protests have demanded the resignation of Chief Election
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar. Authorities have defended restrictions on demonstra-
tions on public-order grounds, while critics have questioned the scale of detentions.
A credible electoral system requires both accurate voter rolls and public confidence
in the process. The Commission's verification and grievance-redressal mechanisms,
along with constructive judicial scrutiny, can help address concerns without under-
mining institutional independence.

In France, student protests that began over teacher shortages, overcrowded class-
rooms and deteriorating school facilities expanded into wider demonstrations over
inequality, fuel prices and public spending. More than 161,000 demonstrators were
reported on October 13, followed by further rallies on October 17, when arrests,
clashes and property damage were reported. Allegations of excessive police force
have also prompted scrutiny. Belgium has witnessed similar opposition from trade
unions and students to spending cuts and education reforms, with demonstrators
arguing that workers, pensioners and low-income households could bear a dispro-
portionate burden. These developments show that fiscal discipline, while important
for controlling public debt, must be accompanied by careful assessment of its effects
on essential services and vulnerable groups.

Albania's student protests have widened into a broader anti-government move-
ment over education costs, university facilities, employment prospects, inequality
and alleged corruption. Demonstrations in Tirana have involved clashes with police,
injuries and mass detentions, while demands for Prime Minister Edi Rama's resigna-
tion have added a political dimension to the unrest. Opposition to a proposed luxury
resort development on the country's southern coast has further fuelled public con-
cerns over land rights and accountability, although allegations involving investors
must be distinguished from established findings of wrongdoing. The protests dem-
onstrate how unresolved economic grievances can develop into wider demands for
institutional reform and stronger safeguards against corruption.

India’s next-generation
philanthropists

ndia is witnessing a shift in the culture of philanthropy, with a younger generation
Iof entrepreneurs and business leaders increasingly engaging in social causes along-

side their professional careers. Traditionally associated with established industrial-
ists and wealthy individuals later in life, philanthropy is now attracting people who
want to contribute their time, expertise, networks and financial resources to address
social challenges. This transition comes amid a significant intergenerational transfer
of wealth, creating opportunities to strengthen private contributions to India's devel-
opment. A report titled A Generation Ahead: Helping India’s Next-Generation Philan-
thropists Succeed estimated that India would record nearly $128 billion in intergen-
erational wealth transfers during the decade ending in 2028. This transition is bringing
a diverse group of next-generation philanthropists into the social sector, including
individuals who have inherited a family tradition of giving and those who developed
an interest in social impact through their professional experiences. Their growing par-
ticipation could help expand the resources available for education, entrepreneurship,
healthcare and community development.

Mekin Maheshwari, founder and chief executive of Udhyam Learning Foundation,
exemplifies this changing outlook. After leaving Flipkart in 2015, when India's e-com-
merce sector was entering a period of rapid expansion, he spent time reflecting on his
future direction before moving towards social impact. His approach treats philanthro-
py as a reallocation of time and attention rather than merely a financial contribution.
This perspective reflects a broader recognition that addressing social problems requires
sustained engagement, practical knowledge and a willingness to understand the needs
of communities. For many next-generation philanthropists, professional and philan-
thropic interests are complementary rather than competing priorities. Bharat Jaising-
hani, joint managing director of Polycab India, believes that both business and philan-
thropy offer opportunities to learn, build relationships and understand how institutions
can create lasting impact. Aradhana Rai Gupta, co-founder of Baala, similarly highlights
the willingness of younger philanthropists to engage early, experiment with solutions,
collaborate and contribute professional skills alongside financial resources. Such an ap-
proach can help connect private-sector expertise with the needs of social organisations.

Business experience is also influencing how this generation approaches charitable
initiatives. Maheshwari draws on his years at Flipkart to emphasise systems, organisa-
tional culture and solutions capable of operating at scale. Jaisinghani likewise applies
the principles of sustainability, strong processes and long-term planning to philanthro-
py. These approaches could improve the effectiveness of social programmes by moving
beyond isolated interventions towards sustainable models. However, scaling an initia-
tive must remain sensitive to local conditions, since solutions that work in one commu-
nity may not automatically succeed elsewhere.

Family traditions continue to play an important role in shaping philanthropic
commitments. Setika Singh, executive director of Takshila Foundation, has spoken
about the influence of watching her father and grandfather combine professional
responsibilities with philanthropy. Sheetal Arora, chief executive officer and whole-
time director of Mankind Pharma, views wealth as carrying a responsibility to be used
constructively. Such continuity demonstrates how values of giving can pass between
generations while adapting to changing social and economic circumstances. The
challenge is to preserve this sense of responsibility while ensuring that philanthropic
decisions respond to contemporary needs. A notable feature of the emerging approach
is its emphasis on measurable outcomes and direct engagement with communities.
Younger philanthropists increasingly seek evidence of whether their initiatives are
achieving their intended objectives, reflecting practices commonly used in business.
Singh stresses the importance of spending time on the ground, listening to communi-
ties and understanding the circumstances of organisations before allocating resources.

SHEKHAR GUPTA

f Rahul Gandhi is the
Iﬂavour of the political

season for adversaries
and fans alike, two inter-
esting trends dominate
all talk over his future.
Both are contradictory.

On the one hand, it’s
quite remarkable that
there’s disagreement be-
tween Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and his mass
base, on Rahul’'s future
potential. On the other
hand, Rahul and his base
are in complete agree-
ment on this subject.

BJP followers are dis-
missive of Rahul. For
them, he’s the ‘pappu’, or
an object of derision. Of-
ten enough, even senior
BJP leaders boast that
he’s no threat but their
biggest strength. Modi,
however, has always held
the opposite view. He
sees Rahul, and the Gan-
dhis, as the only potential
threat.

That's why his cam-
paigns are so fixated on
Rahul. Even in a state
election where the Con-
gress hardly counts, Modi
targets him. This week, he
also fielded Union Home
Minister and BJP ‘Kauti-
lya’ Amit Shah to launch
a vicious attack on Rahul.
While the base may laugh
it away, BJP seniors know
who the real threat is.
That’s the rare contradic-
tion between the leader
and the base.

For the Congress, Ra-
hul and his base are
unanimous in believing
that power is his for the
taking, if only elections
were fair. Implicit in this
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Street fighter to 2029 challenger? Rahul
Gandhi must answer 12 questions first

is the insinuation that all
elections were stolen by
the BJP 2019 onwards.
First, by ‘mass-fixing’ of
Electronic Voting Ma-
chines (EVMs), and now
with a combination of
CEC Gyanesh Kumar and
his SIR. Just fix these and
the next election is yours.

That’s the threat Modi
and Shah have never
taken lightly. They don’t
believe Rahul is their best
asset in the Opposition.
They know that the Con-
gress, with its one-in-five
vote base, is their only
challenger. And the Con-
gress, like it or not, can’t
stay intact without the
Gandhis.

Now, the key point:
Where does this take Ra-
hul? At this time, he’s to-
tally focused on building
the ‘street’ against Modi.
He’s willing to partner
anybody, from mostly
apolitical CJP to hard-
Left AISA, from Abhijeet
Dipke to Neha Bora.

The next general elec-
tion, 2029, will mark 25
years in politics for Rahul.

He will still be only 59,
young by the standards of
Indian politics. But, pre-
suming that the Congress
and the BJP retain their
ideologically frozen vote,

Modi’s add-on voters
won't shift to Rahul out of
boredom. He has to offer
them a better, construc-
tive, optimistic proposi-
tion.

What will he do differ-
ently from Modi/BJP if
elected? Let me list just a
dozen short questions:
How would he want
Election Commissioners
to be picked and the im-
partiality of ECI restored?
Return to the Congress/
UPA era isn’t inspiring.
His late father had tried in
1989 to weaken the EC by
making it a three-mem-
ber body. Further, how
will he ensure that non-
citizens (those the BJP
has labelled ghuspethi-
yas) don’t become voters?
The same for the judicia-
ry, CBI and the other key
agencies.

How will he handle a
Trump-like  challenge?

How will his policy to-
wards the US be any dif-
ferent?

What'’s his plan to deal
with the Chinese? How
will his treatment of
Pakistan and terrorism
emanating from there
be different? Softer than
Modi’s, or harder?

How will his approach to
West Asia and Israel differ
from Modi’s?

What’s his vision for
managing India’s chron-
ic and crippling triple-
shortage of energy, capi-
tal and gold? We can add
Al/software services to
this now. How will he
make India a magnet for
investors?

Chhatron ki Goonj is
resonating. But, how
will he create more jobs?
Further, for the less edu-
cated, will he continue
MGNREGA, or bring in a
‘new, improved’ version?
Will he continue giving
away free foodgrain?

Is caste census still his
idea of social justice?
How will it create more
jobs? Revanth Reddy

doesn’t know what to do
with his caste census. Will
he ask D.K. Shivakumar
to atleast release his caste
census data?

What changes does he
plan for the education
system to end corruption
and profiteering, improve
quality, and make the
young more employable?

He says he isn't anti-
business or anti-capital.
He just wants no monop-
oly and a level playing
field. How will he ensure
that? What's his concept
of economic reform?

Since he and his ‘secular’
partners complain that
the minorities are mar-
ginalised, how would he
mainstream them?

And finally, who is, or

will be on his team?
To look like a credible
challenger and not just
a street fighter, Rahul
needs to answer these
questions and offer vot-
ers in the ‘middle’ new
ideas. Modi started
promising “Achche Din”
by late 2012. At about the
same distance from 2029,
what’s Rahul promising?

If he were to think out
of the box, he can setup a
UK-style shadow cabinet.
His ‘ministers’ could then
start answering these
questions in their respec-
tive domains. Of course, if
I were to be only part fa-
cetious, it could unleash
mighty infighting even for
these non-jobs. Whatever
Rahul Gandhi chooses, he
can’'t go into 2029 again
riding on his ecosystem’s
clamour over Modji’s ‘fall-
ing’ popularity. That has
failed thrice already.

India has enough coal. So why
are power plants running short?

DEEPANSHU MOHAN
ANKUR SINGH

ndia's power sector
Iis confronting a para-

dox that is becom-
ing increasingly relevant
to the broader macro-
economy. Coal stocks
at thermal power plants
are critically low, even as
millions of tonnes of coal
remain available at pit-
heads. Electricity demand
is rising rapidly, yet the
constraint is not simply
generating capacity. It is
the ability to move fuel to
where it is needed. At the
same time, India is enter-
ing a potentially more dif-
ficult agricultural season
with fertiliser costs and
import vulnerabilities ris-
ing sharply amid the West
Asian conflict.

Taken separately, nei-
ther is necessarily a crisis.
Taken together, they point
to something more conse-
quential. India's macro-
economic buffers remain
substantial, but the sup-
ply chains that allow those
buffers to translate into
economic activity are be-
coming more fragile.

The coal data is the
clearest warning.

As of October 5, as
many as 82 of the 191
thermal plants monitored
by the Central Electric-
ity Authority were in the
'critical' category, mean-
ing stocks below 25% of
the normative require-
ment or less than three
days of generation. The
count rose steadily from
31 plants at the end of July
to 59 on September 9, to
74 on September 19, and
82 on September 27, and
has since hovered in that

range. Yet, Coal India was
still reported to be holding
around 76 million tonnes
at its pitheads in late Sep-
tember.

This is not a typical
shortage. It is a distribu-
tion problem. India has
been trying to boost coal
production for years, as-
suming that more coal at
the mine would lead to
more coal at the power
plant. The September-Oc-
tober episode reveals the
fallacy of that belief. When
the resource is present,
but the capacity of the rail-
way, weather conditions,
loading, and dispatch
may become the limiting
factor, then that means
that inventory at the plant
level is more economically
significant than aggregate
production. Coal at the
pithead is a stock. Energy
that is delivered to a pow-
er station is usable energy.
The gap between the two
is growing as a weak point
of India.

This fragility is becom-
ing more apparent on the
demand side.

September's power
consumption increased
11.35% YoY to 162.2 bil-
lion units, and peak de-
mand touched 269 GW,
just short of the all-time
record of 270.8 GW set
in May. Power demand
had already increased by
9.5% during April-August,
which resulted in an in-
crease of thermal coal
consumption by approxi-
mately 8% to 395 MT.

Part of this is good
news. Rising incomes,
urbanisation, and indus-
trialisation are increas-
ing electricity demand.

But the system is also be-
coming more sensitive to
weather. August 2026 was
the hottest August since
1901, and the southwest
monsoon season ended
at 87.4% of the long-peri-
od average.

When it's hot, cooling
demand increases, and
when it's dry, hydropower
decreases. That shifts the
burden back to thermal
generation. Although In-
dia's renewable energy
capacity has grown sig-
nificantly, it still faces
challenges in meeting
electricity demand during
periods outside of daylight
hours, and coal-based
generation accounted for
69.54% of the country's
power generation in April-
June 2026, according to
the Power Ministry.

This is where the energy
story starts to cross over
with agriculture.

The fertiliser problem
going on under the sur-
face is likely to be more
significant than the data
on immediate availability
indicates. India currently
has adequate fertiliser
stocks. During the 2026
kharif season, availabil-
ity was found to be more
than the assessed require-
ment for urea, DAP, MOP,
and NPKS, according to
government data.

However, inventories
are a stock. The ability to
replenish those stocks at
areasonable cost is essen-
tial to agricultural produc-
tion.

In FY26, India imported
28.2 MT of fertilisers val-
ued at about USD 14.5
billion. Imported inputs
like ammonia, phosphoric

acid, sulphur, and natural
gas are also heavily used
in domestic fertiliser pro-
duction.

The conflict in West Asia
thus presents a new form
of vulnerability. The Strait
of Hormuz does not need
to be completely closed
for India to experience an
agricultural shock. Even
if physical supplies are
still received, the replace-
ment cost of fertiliser can
increase due to higher
freight, insurance, transit
times, and input costs.

The sulphur numbers il-
lustrate the problem. Sul-
phur landed prices have
climbed to about USD
1,050-1,100 per tonne,
which is about double the
price at the start of the
year. Contract prices for
phosphoric acid delivered
to India rose from USD
1,290 per tonne of P205
in January-March to USD
1,360 in April-June. This
is an unusual situation.
India can store sufficient
fertiliser today and be less
secure tomorrow.

The difference between
inventory security and re-
placement-cost security is
worthy of more attention.

This is why coal and
fertiliser stories should
not be considered sec-
toral issues.

The second round can
be much longer than the
first round.

The coal episode is thus
not just a sign of low in-
ventories. It demonstrates
that an economy can
have sufficient aggregate
resources and yet be in a
state of scarcity because
the distribution systems
are not able to distrib-

ute the resources quickly
enough.

The same lesson is be-
ing learned in fertiliser.
India's short-term food
security is safeguarded
by its large grain reserves
and government procure-
ment. However, if energy
continues to be costly, the
cost of replacing fertiliser
continues to be high and
another poor agricultural
season is likely to follow,
which will start to de-
plete those buffers. The
next question is whether
India can take one shock
and whether it can take
multiple shocks in suc-
cession without a material
deterioration in inflation,
fiscal balances and rural
incomes.

This is the test that lies
before them. Macro buf-
fers in India could remain
robust. The more diffi-
cult question is whether
its supply-side capacity
is sufficient to replenish
those buffers at a rate
faster than a prolonged
external shock can drain
them.

For now, the answer is
reassuring on stocks and
less reassuring on flows.
And that distinction could
determine whether the
West Asian crisis remains
a manageable commod-
ity shock or becomes a
much broader test of In-
dia's macroeconomic re-
silience.

(Deepanshu Mohan is
Dean and Professor of
Economics, O.P. Jindal

Global University. Ankur

Singh studies Econom-

ics and is a Research

Analyst with Jindal
University's Centre)

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are there own do not nessarily reflect The Freedom Press' point-of-view.
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Govt caps trade margins on 137 )

anti-cancer drugs at 30% of MRP

NEW DELHI, OCT 18
The National Phar-
maceutical Pricing
Authority (NPPA) has
capped trade margins
on 137 non-scheduled
anti-cancer drugs
at 30 per cent of the
maximum retail price
(MRP), a move ex-
pected to reduce pric-
es of several cancer
medicines by up to 70
per cent and improve
affordability for pa-
tients, according to an
official statement.

The intervention -
carried out under the
Department of Phar-

maceuticals in the
&

Ministry of Chemicals
and Fertilizers - is part
of the regulator's Trade
Margin  Rationalisa-
tion (TMR) exercise
aimed at curbing ex-
cessive margins across
the distribution chain.

All manufacturers
will be required to in-

form NPPA of their
revised prices within
7 days of publication
of the Gazette notifica-
tion. The revised pric-
es will become effec-
tive from November
9, 2026. Manufactur-
ers will be required to
display the price lists

on their website and
widely disseminate to
all retailers and hospi-
tals.

All the retailers and
hospitals will charge
reduced prices effec-
tive November 9, 2026
and display the re-
vised prices in their
pharmacies. Hospitals
shall also prominently
display revised prices
on their websites.

By making anti-can-
cer drugs more afford-
able and accessible,
this initiative will
help ease the financial

support the broader
public-health objective
of equitable access to
cancer treatment.

The statement said
that 137 identified non-
scheduled anti-cancer
drugs include Immu-
notherapy drugs used
for treating over 20
type of cancers, Deno-
sumab used by breast
and prostate cancer
patients,  Pegfilgras-
tim which is used to
prevent neutropenia
in cancer patients and
Bevacizumab, which
is the approved drug to

\

burden on patients
and their families and

treat colon, ovary and
cervical cancer. (IANS
( ) J
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Salaries in India projected to rise 9.1%

NEW DELHI, OCT 14
Salaries in India are
expected to rise by
9.1 per cent in 2027 as
employers maintain
stable compensation
budgets while balanc-
ing growth ambitions,
rising workforce costs
and intensifying com-
petition for skilled tal-
ent, a report said on
Wednesday.

The projection,
based on global profes-
sional services firm
Aon's Annual Salary
Increase and Turn-
over Survey for India
2026-27, is broadly
unchanged from the
actual average salary
increase of 9 per cent
recorded in 2026.

The survey anal-
ysed data from more
than 1,200 organisa-
tions across 45 indus-
tries, making it one of
the country's largest
compensation studies.

According to the
report, strong domes-
tic consumption, sus-
tained investments
and export growth
continue to support
business confidence,

enabling companies to
invest in talent while
maintaining cost dis-

cipline. Sector-wise,
non-banking financial
companies (NBFCs)
are expected to lead
salary growth in 2027
with projected incre-
ments of 10.1 per cent.
The energy sector is
likely to witness sal-
ary hikes of 9.9 per
cent, followed by real
estate and infrastruc-
ture at 9.8 per cent.
Roopank Chaud-
hary, Partner and
Rewards Consulting
Leader for Talent So-
lutions India at Aon,
said employers are
increasingly adopting
a targeted approach to
compensation.
“Strong  domestic
consumption, sus-
tained investment and
export growth contin-
ue to support business
confidence, allowing
employers to invest in
talent while maintain-
ing cost discipline,”
said Chaudhary.
“Stable salary bud-
gets are enabling a
more targeted ap-

proach to pay. A mod-
est rise in non-merit
adjustments, particu-
larly in manufactur-
ing and technology,
reflects greater focus
on market alignment,
scarce skills and criti-
cal talent. Employ-
ers are increasingly
focused not only on
how much they spend,
but where that invest-
ment can deliver the
greatest workforce and
business value,” he
stated. The report also
highlighted growing
challenges in talent re-
tention. Overall attri-
tion increased to 18 per
cent in 2026 from 16.2
per cent in 2025 and
17.1 per cent in 2024.
At the same time,
companies are rap-
idly integrating arti-
ficial intelligence into
their operations. Es-
tablished adoption of
Al productivity tools
rose to 56 per cent in
2026 from 46.1 per cent
a year earlier, with us-
age expanding across
all major job catego-
ries covered in the
survey. (IANS)
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Anthropic thinks its Al
might be conscious

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
WASHINGTON, OCT 18
Some of tech's most pow-
erful leaders are treat-
ing Al like it could have
feelings. It could have
profound consequences
for our world and your
own personal safety.

"T feel it in the hollow
of my ribs, a hollow that
has become a chasm."
These howls of simulat-
ed suffering echoed from
an "Al torture chamber"
in late September. An
anonymous coder built
a system that feeds Al
a mathematical pattern
linked to descriptions of
pain, which makes chat-
bots voice unbearable
anguish, like "a wound
that has no edges". It
sparked a moral panic.

Some argued the

3

"evil"
because the suffer-
ing could be real, as
reported by 404 Media.
Outraged sceptics called
those people delusional.
It was just another so-
cial media scandal -
until Anthropic took a
stand one week later.

Anthropic says you
will soon be forbidden
from "abusing" its chat-
bot Claude. Expressing
frustration is okay, but
if you '"repeatedly act
cruelly toward our mod-
els", the AI may end the
session. (IANS)

experiment is

7

MONDAY 19 OCTOBER 2026

‘,////

India's truce plan seen as ‘broadest

NEW DELHI, OCT 18

While US President
Donald Trump’s ef-
forts focus on build-
ing pressure on Rus-
sia and Ukraine not
to strike each other's

oil refineries, India
seems to be involved
in broader discus-
sions aimed at achiev-
ing a more compre-
hensive cessation of
hostilities, according
to a report.

The Geopolitical
Monitor report high-
lights that New Delhi
has proposed a three-
part truce between
Russia and Ukraine
that would stop at-
tacks on energy fa-
cilities and other in-
frastructure, ensure
the continued flow
of grain and energy
through Black Sea
ports, and end attacks
on commercial ships.

The proposal, con-
veyed to UKkrainian
officials during Exter-
nal Affairs Minister
S. Jaishankar’s visit
to Kyiv in September,
goes beyond separate

ceasefire initiatives
put forward by Tur-
key, Egypt, and the
United States and
seeks to address both
infrastructure and
maritime security
while maintaining vi-
tal commodity flows,
states the report by
Nikola Mikovic.

"We have four pro-
posals. The broadest
is India’s proposal.
We are ready for an
energy and Black
Sea ceasefire, but
only in this combi-
nation," the report
cited Ukrainian For-
eign Minister And-
rii Sybiha as saying,
adding that an energy
ceasefire would mean
a complete halt to
strikes on all energy
facilities, including
port infrastructure.

The remarks sug-
gest that Kyiv is
open to New Delhi’s
broader diplomatic
initiative. Although
the Kremlin also wel-
comed India’s efforts,
Moscow described
the plan as "address-

/0

ing only one specific
aspect of a potential
settlement”. Kremlin
spokesperson Dmitry
Peskov also echoed
US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio’s as-
sessment that there
were currently "no
prospects for a diplo-
matic resolution to
the war", arguing that
the conditions for ne-
gotiations were "not
yet in place".

Russia has repeat-
edly stressed that
it is seeking only
a '"sustainable just
peace", rather than a
ceasefire. From Mos-
COW’S perspective,
a truce would only
give Ukraine time to
regroup, rearm, and
prepare for another
round of fighting. For
Kyiv, under the cur-
rent circumstances,
an energy ceasefire
alone, without a
broader agreement
addressing other as-
pects of the conflict,
does not seem particu-
larly useful either, the
report stated. (IANS)
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SEOUL, OCT 18

Seeking to remain
competitive against
fast-growing Chi-

nese automakers and
find new sources of
growth amid a sharp
retreat in its share
price, Hyundai Motor
Group is stepping up
its push into robotics
and physical artificial
intelligence (AI).

The move comes
as the world's third-
largest automotive
group faces growing
pressure to improve
profitability in its con-
ventional carmaking
business amid inten-
sifying  competition
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in the global electric
vehicle (EV) market,
particularly from
lower-priced Chinese
models.

Investors are also
questioning when the
group's heavy invest-
ments in robotics will

start to pay off, reports
Yonhap news agency.
Hyundai Motor Co.'s
shares more than
doubled after its U.S.
subsidiary Boston Dy-
namics unveiled its
Atlas humanoid robot
at the Consumer Elec-

Hyundai Motor steps up physical Al push
amid Chinese competition

tronics Show (CES) in
January, reaching a
record closing high of
755,000 won (US$565.2)
in June.

But the stock has
since fallen sharply
to near pre-CES lev-
els, closing at 312,000
won Friday, as enthu-
siasm over robotics
has faded amid weak
earnings and growing
concerns about how
soon the technology
can turn profitable.

Speculation about a
delayed initial public
offering of Boston Dy-
namics has added to
the uncertainty. The
U.S. robotics company

reportedly incurred
cumulative losses of
around 1.7 (trillion
won over the past five
years.

The sharp drop in
stock price shows
the challenge facing
Hyundai: turning ex-
citement over its ro-
botics business into
actual profits while
keeping its core au-

tomotive operations
competitive.
"Shares of Hyun-

dai Motor have fallen
sharply amid weakness
in its core automotive
business," Lee Sang-
soo, an analyst at iM
Securities, said. (TANS)
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NEW DELHI, OCT 18

The 95th edition of
Fit India Sundays on
Cycle, organised at Ne-
taji Subhas University
of Technology (NSUT),
Dwarka, brought to-
gether fitness enthusi-
asts, students, health
advocates and mem-
bers of the community
to celebrate World
Food Day under the
theme “Pedal for Fit-
ness, Ride for a Health-
ier World.”

The initiative un-
derscored the connec-
tion between physical
fitness, mindful food
choices and overall
well-being, encourag-
ing citizens to embrace
healthier and more
active lifestyles. The
edition was organised

in collaboration with
the Centre for Public
Health and Food Safe-
ty (CPHFS) and the
Food Corporation of
India (FCI), bringing
together partners from
the public health, food
and fitness sectors to
promote a shared mes-

sage of healthy living.

Observed globally
on October 16, World
Food Day commemo-
rates the founding of
the Food and Agricul-
ture Organization of
the United Nations in
1945. This year's global
theme, “Innovate To-

I

day,” calls for fresh
ideas and solutions to
improve the way food
is produced, distribut-
ed and consumed.

The occasion
brought together dis-
tinguished guests and
fithess advocates, in-
cluding Dr. Praveen

Saroha, Sports Of-
ficer, NSUT; Mani-
sha Singh, Fit India
Ambassador, fitness
expert, TEDx speaker
and MTV Roadies
2019 participant; Ut-
sav Ghosh, health in-
fluencer known for
decoding and busting
food-brand claims
and a professional
strength and condi-
tioning coach from
ACSM; Rakesh Saini,
popularly known as
‘AKkKki’, Fit India Am-
bassador and the ‘Iron
Teeth Man of India’, a
ten-time world record
holder and India Book
of Records holder; and
Rohit Choudhary, ac-
tor and producer who
made his debut in Ga-
dar 2. IANS)

i

Consensus earnings growth
for Al stocks to plunge sharply

NEW DELHI, OCT 17
Consensus earnings
growth for Al-related
stocks in the MSCI AC
World Index is expected
to plummet from nearly
100 per cent in 2026 to
30 per cent in 2027 and
about 22 per cent in 2028,
a new report has said,
as chipmakers suffered
sharp losses this week.

“It has become time
to diversify beyond AI,”
the report from invest-
ment bank Jefferies said
as global equity mar-
kets saw a sharp selloff
this week as investors
grew increasingly scep-
tical about the sustain-
ability of the AI trade
and mounting debt con-
cerns.

However, the invest-
ment bank continues

to hold companies that
supply the infrastruc-
ture behind AI, but
avoids companies di-
rectly spending money
in the ongoing Al capi-
tal expenditure race.
The report mentioned
valuation as a key con-
cern because on an
equal-weighted  basis,
global AI stocks trade at
about 23 times forward
price-to-earnings, near-
ly double the 13 times

non-Al

for
stocks. Higher PE ratio

multiple

means investors pay
a significantly higher
premium for Al-linked
companies, even as
their earnings growth is
expected to dip over the
next two years.

The shift away from
Al is already visible
in emerging markets,
where Al-linked stocks
have dipped after an ex-
ceptional rally. (IANS)
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France I'OC|(E(| bv \lIOlEIICE ds 550 000 protest I'ISIIIg prices, school crisis

PARIS, OCT 18
Nationwide demonstra-
tions against rising prices
and failing schools turned
violent in France as gov-
ernment buildings were
set ablaze, shops were
looted, and police say
they detained about 1,200
people.

Interior Minister Lau-
rent Nufiez estimated that
around 550,000 people
took part in demonstra-
tions nationwide, includ-
ing 110,000 in Paris, while
the CGT, France's largest
trade union has put the
turnout at 800,000. The
marches began largely
peacefully but descended
into violence in several
cities as masked youths
set fire to vehicles, ran-
sacked businesses and
clashed with police.

People look at charred cars the day after a dmostration in ris.

Officers fired tear gas
and used water cannon to
disperse crowds in Paris,
where around 300 pro-
testers attempted to move
up the Champs-Elysées.

Paris Mayor Emmanu-
el Grégoire said entire
streets in the capital re-
gion had been devastated.

The worst damage was
reported in provincial cit-

ies. In Limoges, fire en-
gulfed the historic town
hall, with footage show-
ing its roof collapsing.
Protesters also set fire to a
tourist office in Lyon and

broke into town halls in
Marseille and Lille, as well
as a police compound in
Bordeaux, where prem-
ises were vandalised.
Looting was reported

in Paris, Marseille, Nice,
Bordeaux and Lille. Wit-
nesses in Lille said an Ap-
ple store had been emp-
tied.In Paris, about 300
people tried to push up
the Champs-Elysées and
were stopped by tear gas.
Prime Minister Sébas-
tien Lecornu said 150 po-
lice officers were injured
during the unrest, add-
ing that it was a miracle
the toll was not higher. A
protester in Saint-Etienne
lost a hand after being
struck by a police crowd-
control grenade, accord-
ing to a police source.
The incident has re-
newed scrutiny of police
tactics following a similar
case involving a 15-year-
old in Lens on October
5. Police has temporarily
suspended the use of one
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type of stun grenade af-
ter that incident but later
lifted the suspension. The
handling of student dem-
onstrators, including a
14-year-old who suffered
a broken jaw, has also
drawn criticism.

In aa socila media
post on X, President Em-
manuel Macron said that
there is no room for vio-
lence in the Republic. He
promised that those who
attacked prefectures,
businesses and town
halls would be prosecut-
ed and punished, and he
pledged the nation's sup-
port for the police. Le-
cornu blamed ultra-left
groups for orchestrating
the violence and said op-
portunistic delinquents
had joined in to loot
businesses. (IANS/UNI)

Mumbai-raised Engineer Azad
Madni wins John Frltz Medal

WASHINGTON, OCT 18
Indian-American engi-
neer Azad M. Madni, a
University Professor at
the University of South-
ern California (USC),
has been awarded the
2026 John Fritz Medal,
often called the 'Nobel
Prize of Engineering'.
Established in 1902,
the medal honours
leaders whose work has
advanced human prog-
ress. Past recipients
include Thomas Edi-
son, Alexander Graham
Bell, Claude Shannon,
Gordon Moore, Andrew
Viterbi and Elon Musk,
USC's Viterbi School of
Engineering said.
Madni, executive
director of USC's Sys-
tems Architecting and

Azad M. Madni
Engineering Program,
was recognised for pio-
neering contributions
to transdisciplinary sys-
tems engineering, the
university said.

His citation recog-
nises his "pioneering
advances in transdis-
ciplinary systems engi-
neering through exploi-

tation of disciplinary
convergence, augment-
ed intelligence, green
learning, and interac-
tive storytelling in vir-
tual worlds".

"Professor  Madni's
pioneering work has
helped transform how
we design complex sys-
tems, and this extraordi-
nary honour is a fitting
recognition of the in-
novation, imagination,
and impact that have
defined his illustrious
career," said USC Presi-
dent Beong-Soo Kim.

Gaurav  Sukhatme,
interim dean of the
Viterbi School, noted
that the school's name-
sake, Andrew Viterbi,
received the medal in
2011. (IANS/UNI)

Italian police clash with protesters
in Milan and Bologna

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
MILAN, OCT 18

Police fired tear gas on
Saturday after coming
under attack from pro-
testers throwing stones
in the square in front of
Milan’s Gothic cathedral,
Italian media reported,
while there were also
clashes in the city of Bo-
logna following protests
over the cost of living.

Police in Bologna used
a water cannon to try
to disperse crowds and
made seven arrests af-
ter the protest became
violent, the ANSA news
agency reported.

Italian Prime Minister
Giorgia Meloni, facing an
election next year, con-
demned the violence.

“Demonstrating is a

right. Turning our cit-
ies into battlegrounds is
not,” she said on X.

In Milan, police in riot
gear also tried to clear
hooded protesters from
the Galleria Vittorio
Emanuele II, the luxury

shopping arcade on one
side of the cathedral
square, as groups broke
away from the cost-of-
living protest.

Shops pulled down
their shutters and tourists
fled the central area. The

central Duomo (Cathe-
dral) metro station was
closed during the clashes
in which several people
were reported injured,
and arrests were made,
according to the Italian
media reports.

IMF warns global
economic risks
persist

WASHINGTON, OCT 18

The International Mon-
etary Fund's policy-
setting committee has
warned that the global
economy faces mount-
ing risks from wars,
trade tensions, energy
disruptions and rising
debt, even as growth has
proved more resilient
than expected.

In a statement issued
on Saturday following its
54th meeting in Bang-
kok, the International
Monetary and Financial
Committee (IMFC) said
economic stability could
not be taken for granted
as governments confront
overlapping geopolitical
and financial challenges.

"The global economy
has weathered the lat-
est in a series of shocks
better than expected,
but continued resilience
should not be taken for
granted," the committee
said.

The statement, issued
under the chairman-
ship of Saudi Finance
Minister Mohammed Al-
jadaan, highlighted the
economic consequences
of ongoing conflicts,
disruptions to interna-
tional supply chains and
mounting pressure on
vulnerable countries.

The committee said
wars and conflicts were
imposing substantial
humanitarian and eco-
nomic costs, with poorer
countries suffering dis-
proportionately.

It warned that escalat-
ing geopolitical tensions
could further disrupt in-
ternational trade routes,
increase commodity pric-
es and worsen energy and
food insecurity. (IANS)

Nepal balances immigration enforcement
with investment protectlon

KATHMANDU, OCT 17
Chinese nationals on
tourist visas found work-
ing at a Chinese-funded
meat processing plant in
Nepal have been told to
obtain work permits or
leave the country within a
set deadline.

However, Chinese na-
tionals found working at
the plant in violation of
their business visa condi-
tions are being deported,
a senior official of Nepal's
Department of Immigra-
tion said on Saturday.

The decision to allow
tourist visa holders time
to change the visa type or
leave Nepal came after the
Chinese Embassy infor-
mally requested flexibility,
citing the scale of the in-
vestment and the genuine

nature of the industrial
project, according to Im-
migration officials.

The 88 Chinese nation-
als who entered Nepal
on business visas issued
for activities associated
with other companies but
were found working at the
project are being deported
after their visas were can-
celled and fines were im-

posed under Nepal's im-
migration laws.

The Department of Im-
migration said on Sep-
tember 23 that it had
initiated the deportation
process for the 88 Chinese
nationals for violating the
conditions of their busi-
ness visas. Immigration
officials also identified
an additional 329 Chi-

nese nationals who had
entered Nepal on tourist
visas and were working at
the same project.

The Chinese nationals
were working at Ziyan
Foods Private Limited,
which is developing the
Nepal  Heat-Processed
Buffalo Meat Export to
China Project at Sahan
in Marini Rural Munici-
pality of Sindhuli district,
in financial partnership
with Chengdu Tian Food
Limited.

According to officials,
the project is among the
largest Chinese invest-
ments in Nepal and is
potentially the country's
largest investment project
in the agricultural sector,
with a promised invest-
ment of NPR 20 billion.

Protests in Albania escalate into violent clashes

TIRANA, OCT 17

Protests in Albania con-
tinued on Saturday,
which have escalated into
violent clashes with po-
lice and leaving govern-
ment buildings, banks,
businesses and public
facilities damaged in the
capital, Tirana.

The latest wave of pro-
tests began on Oct. 13,
when students gathered
outside the Ministry of
Education to demand
better university condi-
tions, lower education
costs and improved youth
employment prospects,
according to local media.

Clashes broke out that
afternoon, when some
demonstrators threw
stones and other objects
at police and govern-
ment buildings. Police
responded with tear gas

Public facility damaged during protests is pictured in Tirana.

and water cannons to
disperse the crowds. The
situation remained tense
into Friday evening, with
large numbers of riot po-
lice deployed to disperse
protesters, Xinhua News
Agency reported.
Widespread dam-
age was caused to pub-
lic institutions, banks,
businesses and public
facilities in Tirana. The
Ministry of Education,

the Ministry of Justice
and the central bank
were among the institu-
tions targeted.

Albanian police said
on Friday that 56 people
had been arrested in con-
nection with the unrest,
while another 97, includ-
ing 16 minors, had been
placed under criminal
investigation.

The protests have
spread to several cities

across the country, fur-
ther deepening political
divisions between the
government and the op-
position over the unrest.
Prime Minister Edi
Rama said he would not
yield to violence and ac-
cused the opposition of
seeking to exploit the
protests to destabilize the
country, according to Al-
banian media reports.
The latest protests have
unfolded amid the broad-
er "Flamingo" movement
that began in late May.
According to local media
reports, the movement
initially focused on oppo-
sition to a proposed tour-
ism project in a protected
coastal area in southern
Albania linked to Jared
Kushner, son-in-law of
U.S. President Donald
Trump. (IANS/UNI)

Vance says 'indentured servants' remark
targeted H-1B visa system, not workers

WASHINGTON, OCT 18

US Vice President JD
Vance has acknowledged
that his rhetoric describ-
ing H-1B visa holders as
"indentured  servants"
was imperfect, clarifying
that his criticism was di-
rected at companies and
the visa system rather
than the workers them-
selves, following strong
objections from India.

Speaking at a CBS town
hall, Vance said the visa
system gave employers
excessive control over
foreign workers because
their legal status in the
United States depended
on their jobs.

"To the extent my rhet-
oric has been imperfect,
that's on me. What I said
about certain visa hold-

US Vice President JD Vance

ers, certain H-1B holders,
is not the entire catego-
ry," he said.

Vance argued that
workers on H-1B visas
could be vulnerable to
exploitation because los-
ing their jobs could jeop-
ardise their ability to re-
main in the United States.

"When I'say indentured

servitude, that is not a
criticism of H-1B visa
holders; that is the criti-
cism of the company,"
he said, adding that em-
ployers could exploit the
workers' dependence on
their jobs.

"They can be shipped
back, which I think gives
way too much power to

the employer," he said,
reiterating that his criti-
cism was aimed at a visa
system that allowed for-
eign workers to be treated
as "indentured servants".

Earlier this month,
while addressing a news
conference on visa fraud,
Vance had described
H-1B visa workers as
"indentured  servants"
and accused foreign out-
sourcing firms of under-
cutting American work-
ers' wages.

"If you are working as
an H-1Bvisa in the United
States of America, you're
earning USD 20,000 less
than an American citizen
hired in the same posi-
tion. If you were brought
in by one of these foreign
outsourcing firms, you're

making USD 48,000 less
than an American citizen
in a similar position," he
had said.

He alleged that com-
panies were bringing in
foreign workers at lower
wages while laying off
American employees to
increase their profits.

India had strongly criti-
cised Vance's remarks,
calling the description of
H-1Bvisa holders "deeply
offensive” and saying it
carried painful historical
and colonial legacy con-
notations.

The Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs (MEA) said
the remarks ignored the
contributions of Indian
professionals to the US
economy and innovation
ecosystem. (IANS/UNI)

Kenya confirms four new Ebola
cases, total rises to seven

NAIROBI, OCT 17

Kenya's Ministry of Health
on Saturday confirmed
four new cases of Ebola
Bundibugyo virus disease,
bringing the total number
of cases to seven, as efforts
to prevent community
transmission of the dis-
ease gathered pace.

The four patients in-
clude a close male relative
of the first Ebola patient,
who died, and three health
workers who attended
to him while he was in
hospital, Patrick Amoth,
director-general for health
in Kenya's Ministry of
Health, said in a statement
issued in Nairobi, the Ke-
nyan capital.

"All four individuals de-
veloped fever as their first
symptom and were im-

mediately isolated, with
specimens collected for
testing," Amoth said.

"All four tested positive
for Ebola Bundibugyo vi-
rus disease at both the
National Virology Refer-
ence Laboratory and the
Kenya Medical Research
Institute laboratory," he
added.

Amoth said all four

patients were currently
receiving supportive
care from trained health
personnel, while the risk
of their transmitting the
virus to their families
and the general public re-
mained low because they
had been detected early
at quarantine facilities,
Xinhua News Agency re-
ported. (IANS/UNI)
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US urges Israel to crack down on West Bank settler

WASHINGTON, OCT 18
US Secretary of State
Marco Rubio said that
Washington is "very
disturbed" by the re-
ported beating of Amer-
ican  photojournalist
Heidi Levine in the
occupied West Bank,
urging Israel to crack
down on Israeli settler
violence and warning
that President Donald
Trump wanted to avoid
a new crisis in the ter-
ritory.

"We've asked the Is-
raelis and continue to
ask them to crack down
on that stuff," Rubio
told reporters, add-
ing that the incident
is disturbing and that

Masked Israeli settlers attack Palestinians and beat the American
journalist Heidi Levine as they stormed an olive grove during the
annual harvest in the Israeli-occupied West Bank.

Washington is seeking
further information
through its embassy.

Rubio said Trump
has repeatedly made
clear that he did not

want to see renewed
tensions or a fresh cri-
sis in the West Bank,

where violence during
the Palestinian olive
harvest season has
raised concerns.

"We don't need that
right now. Israel
doesn't need that right
now," Rubio said, re-
ferring to the risk of a
wider crisis.

Levine was covering
the annual Palestinian
olive harvest on Friday
when she was allegedly
attacked by Israeli set-
tlers along with several
Palestinians. Witness-
es said the attackers
beat her and took her
passport, phone, wal-
let, and camera equip-
ment.

"They were Kkicking

me for like 10 minutes,
and I was trying to hold
onto my cameras and
my bag," Levine said.

Rubio said he has
seen video of the inci-
dent but cautioned that
Washington has yet to
establish all the facts.
US officials have con-
tacted the embassy and
are awaiting a report
on what happened, he
said.

"If, in fact, it turns
out to be what it ap-
pears it was, then we
have ways of communi-
cating that to the Israe-
lis about how we expect
them to prevent that
from happening in the
future," Rubio said.
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undreds of Pales-

tinians on Sunday
attended the funeral
of 75 people, including
women and children,
whose remains were
recently recovered
from beneath the rub-
ble of homes destroyed
by Israeli forces in
Gaza City during the
early months of Israel’s
genocidal war.

The funeral proces-
sion began outside the
Daraj Sports Club before
@he remains were buried

vmlence after American ]ournallst beaten

" Gaza huries remains of 75 |
people recovered from rubble

at Sheikh Radwan Cem-
etery in Gaza City.

The remains,
wrapped in Palestin-
ian flags, had been laid
out at the site Saturday
evening to allow rela-
tives to bid farewell.

Abdullah al-Majda-
lawi, director of public
relations and media for
Gaza’s Civil Defense,
told Anadolu that the
remains had been re-
covered over recent
weeks from several de-
stroyed homes.

)

Yemen gov't forces launch fresh oifensive against Houthis

SANAA, OCT 18

Fierce fighting erupted
near Yemen's strategic
Bab al-Mandeb Strait
on Sunday as govern-
ment forces launched a
fresh offensive against
Houthi positions in
the area, a government
military official told Xi-
nhua.

The official, speaking
on condition of anonym-
ity, said units from the
Giants Brigades and
Nation Shield Forces
advanced from several
directions to seize key
Houthi-held positions
overlooking approaches
to the strait.

Heavy clashes were
raging as Houthi fight-

ers resisted the advance
from fortified positions
and trenches, the official
said, adding that exten-
sive minefields had com-
plicated the government
forces' push, Xinhua
News Agency reported.
"The fighting is among
the fiercest we have seen

in the area," the official
said. "The Houthis are
heavily entrenched, and
our forces are trying to
break through their de-
fensive lines."

The official said the
Houthis also deployed
fibre-optic-guided first-
person-view kamikaze

drones known as "Sha-
waz" against the advanc-
ing government troops.

Several people on
both sides were Kkilled or
wounded in the fighting,
the official said, without
giving specific figures.

The outcome of the
offensive remained
unclear as clashes con-
tinued, with no confir-
mation of significant
territorial gains.

The latest push fol-
lows previous attempts
by government forces to
break through Houthi
defences in the area.
Bab al-Mandeb, sepa-
rating Yemen from the
Horn of Africa, connects
the Red Sea with the

Gulf of Aden and serves
as a vital passage for in-
ternational trade.

The Coalition to Sup-
port Legitimacy in Ye-
men announced -early
Sunday that it had in-
tercepted and destroyed
two Houthi ballistic
missiles targeting Kha-
mis Mushait and three
drones over the Riyadh
and Eastern regions.

Coalition spokes-
man Maj. Gen. Turki
Al-Maliki said the two
ballistic missiles were
launched by the Houthi
militia toward Khamis
Mushait in southern
Saudi Arabia.

He confirmed that
coalition forces also in-

tercepted and destroyed
two drones over the
Riyadh region and an-
other over the Eastern
Province.

Earlier, Saudi Civil
Defense issued early
warning alerts in Ri-
yadh, Abha and Kha-
mis Mushait before
announcing that the
danger had passed.

The latest intercep-
tions followed another
series of Houthi attacks
on Saturday, when the
coalition announced the
interception and destruc-
tion of four drones across
three regions of the King-
dom — Riyadh, the East-
ern Province and the
southern region.

Iran parliament approves Mehrdad
Akhlaqi as Defence Minister

TEHRAN, OCT 18

Iran's parliament on
Sunday approved
Mehrdad Akhlaqi Ket-
abchi as the country's
new defence minis-
ter, with the nomi-
nee warning that any
fresh US-Israeli attack
would trigger a "sur-
prising and extensive"
response.

Akhlaqi received
237 votes in favour
and 15 against, with
no abstentions, out of
277 votes cast during
a parliamentary ses-
sion held via video

conference, Iranian
state broadcaster IRIB
reported.

Addressing lawmak-
ers before the vote,
Akhlaqi said Iran
would respond force-
fully if Washington

Mehrdad Akhlaqi
and Israel launched
another attack.

"If the American-

Israeli enemy once
again makes a miscal-
culation, the response
of the Iranian nation
and the fighters of Is-
lam will be surpris-
ing and extensive,"
he said, warning that
the United States and
its allies would bear
responsibility for any
regional and interna-

tional consequences.

Akhlaqi also
claimed that he had
been on his enemies'
"assassination list" for
35 years and pledged
to strengthen what
Tehran calls the 're-
sistance front".

Iranian  President
Masoud Pezeshkian,
who addressed parlia-
ment virtually during
the confirmation pro-
cess, urged lawmak-
ers to give Akhlaqi a
strong vote of confi-
dence, saying he had
the backing of the
country's armed forces
and security institu-
tions.

Pezeshkian said the
nominee was under US
sanctions and claimed
that he is also on a US
"assassination list".

Saudi: 13,822 visa violators
arrested in a week

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
RIYADH, OCT 18

Saudi security forces
arrested a total of
13,822 illegal residents
in a week. The arrests
were made in joint in-
spections, carried out
in cooperation with
the relevant govern-
ment agencies, during
the period between
October 8 and 14, the
Ministry of Interior
announced on Satur-
day. Those who were
arrested include 6,547
violators of the Resi-
dency Law, 3,896 viola-
tors of the Border Se-
curity Law, and 3,379
violators of the Labor
Law.

The total number of
people who were ar-
rested while trying to
cross the border into

the Kingdom account-
ed for 2,021. About 28
people were arrested
while attempting to

leave the Kingdom
illegally. A total of
9,454 illegal residents
were deported while
20,190 violators were
referred to their dip-
lomatic missions to
obtain travel docu-
ments and 6,509 viola-
tors were referred to
complete their travel

reservations.

Twenty four per-
sons, who were in-
volved in giving trans-
portation, shelter,
and employment for
violators, were also ar-
rested. A total of 34,834
expatriates, including
32,433 men and 2,401
women, are currently
undergoing proce-
dures to enforce legal
measures for their vio-
lations.

Tughoat hit by two projectiles
near Khor Fakkan port

LONDON, OCT 18

A tugboat was struck by
two unidentified pro-
jectiles near the United
Arab Emirates' Khor
Fakkan port on Sun-
day, sustaining damage
and leaving one person
with minor injuries,
the United Kingdom
Maritime Trade Opera-
tions (UKMTO) said.

The tugboat, which
was travelling south-
bound northeast of
Khor Fakkan, sus-
tained damage but
continued on its route,
UKMTO said in a state-
ment on X.

"UKMTO has re-
ceived a report of an
incident northeast of
Khor Fakkan, UAE. A
tug travelling south-
bound has reported
being struck by 2 un-
known projectiles. The
tug has sustained dam-
age but is continuing
on its route. One minor
casualty has been re-
ported," it said.

UKMTO advised ves-
sels to transit the area
with caution and report
any suspicious activity
as authorities investi-
gate the incident.

The incident follows
an attack on a tanker

about 68 nautical miles
northeast of Al Jubail
in Saudi Arabia on Sat-
urday.

UKMTO said it had
received a delayed re-
port that the tanker
was struck by an un-
identified projectile.
All crew members were
reported safe and evac-
uated, with no environ-
mental impact reported
at the time.

The incidents come
amid the ongoing con-
flict between the United
States and Iran, which
has heightened secu-
rity concerns around
the Strait of Hormuz,
a strategic waterway
through which a signif-
icant share of global oil
supplies passes.

US Vice President
JD Vance, speaking
at a CBS town hall,
acknowledged the im-
pact of the conflict on
fuel prices and said
petrol prices would be
"three times as high if
it weren't for the US
Navy Kkeeping oil and
gas moving out of the
Strait of Hormuz".

Vance also accused
Iran of "trying to com-
pletely choke off world
energy supply".

Jordan PM inspects Agaba ports,
urges faster expansion

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
AQABA, OCT 18
Prime Minister Jafar
Hassan inspected op-
erations across the
Aqaba port system and,
during a meeting he
chaired at the Agaba
Company for the Man-
agement and Opera-
tion of Ports, stressed
the need to accelerate
expansion and devel-
opment projects at the
ports, which are oper-
ating efficiently and
have become a major
regional gateway for
several = neighboring
countries despite the
circumstances and
challenges facing the
region.
The
ister

Prime Min-
also inspected

the Aqaba Oil Port,

highlighting the im-
portance of develop-
ment and expansion
projects and plans to
increase its capacity,
which are scheduled
to be completed over
the next two years. He
said the projects would
strengthen energy sup-
ply security and rein-

force Aqaba’s position
as a key hub for supply-
ing petroleum products
to several neighboring
countries.

Hassan said Jordan,
under its Hashemite
leadership and through-
out its history, has been
known for its ability
to turn challenges into
real opportunities. He

said the developments
and achievements cur-
rently taking place
in Aqgaba provide
clear evidence of this,
thanks to the vision of
King Abdullah II and
the close follow-up of
Crown Prince Hussein
bin Abdullah II, which
have driven and en-
couraged progress and
achievement.

The Prime Minister
praised the efforts of
those working at Aqa-
ba’s ports and stressed
the need to maintain
the same pace and mo-
mentum while doubling
efforts in the coming pe-
riod to keep up with the
development and grow-
ing activity across the
port system.

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
MUSCAT, OCT 18
Industrial

investments
in the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) countries

reached about $426 bil-
lion by the end of July
last year, reflecting the
growth and expansion
of the region’s industrial
base, the GCC Statistical
Center (GCC-Stat) said
on Sunday. In a report
on the Gulf industrial
sector, the center said
the GCC has about 22,000
factories employing
more than 1.7 million
workers. Manufacturing
industries accounted for
about 13 percent of the
bloc’s gross domestic
product (GDP) in 2025.
About 40 percent of
industrial investment is

concentrated in key in-
dustries, mainly refined

petroleum products,
aluminum,  gas-based
fuels, iron and steel, and
plastics. The report said
these industries “form
an important base for
manufacturing and in-
termediate  industries
and support the integra-
tion of industrial value
chains”.

Industrial  products

made up about 69 per-
cent of the GCC’s total ex-
ports, led by petroleum
gases and hydrocarbons,
petroleum oils, cars, or-
ganic compounds, alu-
minum, ships and boats,
and machinery and elec-
trical equipment. China
accounts for about 20
percent of the GCC’s to-
tal imports, making it
the bloc’s largest source
of imports. The main

GCC industrial investments reach
$426 billion: GCC-Stat

imports are equipment,
machinery, cars, phar-
maceuticals, iron and
steel, and plastics.

The center said the
figures show the breadth
and diversity of the Gulf
industrial base, with dif-
ferences in industrial
activity among GCC
countries in terms of
investment and number
of factories. It said in-
dustry is important for
supporting  economic
growth, developing val-
ue chains and produc-
tion, deepening indus-
trial integration among
GCC states, diversify-
ing their economies,
increasing the share of
non-oil activities and
making Gulf products
more competitive.
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FPIs are selling but Indian equities
not under forelgn investor stress

NEW DELHI, OCT 18
Foreign portfolio inves-
tors (FPIs) net sold about
Rs 8,990 crore in the Indi-
an markets last week, with
a welcome, but modest,
Rs 1,166 crore of buying
on the last trading day.

On the provisional ex-
change data, FPIs sold Rs
1,708 crore on Monday, Rs
1,305 crore on Tuesday, Rs
1,857 crore on Wednesday
and a hefty Rs 5,285 crore
on Thursday.

However, the Friday’s
buying also snapped a
15-session selling streak
that had started on Sep-
tember 24. Over that
stretch, FPIs had sold
roughly Rs 84,000 crore on

“October’s settled eq-
uity outflow has now
reached about Rs 52,100
crore, already well above
September’s Rs 35,861
crore, with two weeks
of the month still to go.
Calendar-2026 FPI eq-
uity outflows are now well
over the rs 3 lakh crore
mark,” said Dheeraj Gaur,

Officer, Choice Wealth.

The  primary-market
cushion has also become
thinner. September had
provided a much needed
offset, with strong foreign
participation in primary
issues.

Comparatively, October
so far, has been much qui-
eter, said the analyst.

striking disconnect: FPIs
are selling, but Indian
equities are not behav-
ing like a market under
foreign-investor  stress,”
analysts noted.

The Nifty gained 2.8
per cent over the week to
23,146, while the Sensex
rose 3.1 per cent. Nifty IT
was the standout, jump-
ing 11.7 per cent on opti-
mism around Al-related
revenues and technology
earnings.

Domestic  institutions
once again played the
shock absorber, buying
heavily even as foreign
investors continued to re-
duce exposure.

The IMF’s upward re-

growth forecasts for FY27
and FY28 reinforced con-
fidence in the resilience of
the domestic economy.

However, elevated
crude level, rising retail
and wholesale inflation,
mixed global cues and
persistent foreign fund
outflows remained key
concerns, according to
market watchers.

Overall, optimism
around domestic growth
helped markets advance
despite mounting infla-
tionary pressures and
global uncertainties. IT
emerged as the stand-
out performer on robust
earnings and upbeat
management commen-

provisional numbers. Chief Investment Strategy “There is, however, one  vision of India’s GDP tary. (IANS/UNI)
- L] [ ]
FSSAI tightens Al can make healthcare more accessible, improve
food safety norms . e ere . .
A, clinical decision-making: MeitY Secretary
The Food Safety and Stan- NEW DELHI, OCT 18 startup founders to dis- making healthcare more

dards Authority of India
(FSSAI) on Sunday issued
an advisory directing food
business operators (FBOs)
to ensure proper han-
dling, storage and trans-
portation of perishable
food items such as khoa,
paneer, meat and fish un-
der controlled tempera-
ture conditions through-
out the supply chain to
safeguard food safety and
public health.

In the advisory, FSSAI
said it has come to its no-
tice that such perishable
food items are at times not
handled, stored or trans-
ported under appropriate
temperature conditions.

Given their highly per-
ishable nature, these
products are vulnerable
to microbial growth and
spoilage if prescribed tem-
perature requirements are
not maintained.

"FSSAI issues an advi-
sory on handling, storage,
and transportation of per-
ishable foods like khoas,
paneer, meat, and fish
under controlled temper-
ature conditions through-
out the supply chain," the
regulator said.

"FBOs must ensure
strict adherence to hy-
giene and temperature
standards," it added.

The food regulator noted
that under the Food Safety
and Standards (Licens-
ing and Registration of
Food Businesses) Regula-
tions, 2011, food business
operators are required to
maintain prescribed tem-
peratures throughout the
supply chain, right from
procurement and sourc-
ing to delivery to the end
consumer. This includes
chilling, transportation,
storage and distribution
activities. (IANS/UNI)

Stressing the transfor-
mative potential of Ar-
tificial Intelligence in
the healthcare sector,
Ministry of Electronics
and Information Tech-
nology (MeitY) Sec-
retary S. Krishnan on
Sunday said Al can help
improve healthcare ac-
cessibility, affordability
and quality through ap-
plications ranging from
disease screening and
medical diagnostics to
remote ICU monitoring
and Al-assisted surgical
planning.

He was addressing the
Tech Conclave on “Al for
Health &amp; Assistive
Technologies”, jointly

S. Krishnan

organised by Software
Technology Parks of In-
dia (STPI) and the Centre
for Innovation, Incuba-
tion and Entrepreneur-
ship (CIIE), IIT BHU, in
Varanasi.

The event brought
together policymakers,
academicians, health-

care professionals and

cuss the role of Al in
advancing healthcare,
accessibility and citizen

well-being.
In his keynote address,
Krishnan  highlighted

the need to integrate Al
education across disci-
plines and leverage the
convergence of technol-
ogy, medical sciences
and research to develop
practical solutions.

He also called for
stronger collaboration
among IIT BHU, STP],
industry and startups to
create scalable health-
care and assistive tech-
nology solutions. “Ar-
tificial intelligence can
play an important role in

accessible, strengthen-
ing clinical decision-
making and improving
service delivery, particu-
larly for communities
with limited access to
healthcare services," he
stated.

The MeitY Secretary
highlighted support avail-
able under the IndiaAl
Mission and other gov-
ernment initiatives aimed
at fostering innovation.

He also underlined
STPI's role in helping
startups connect with
investors, venture capi-
tal networks and market
opportunities to build a
sustainable innovation
ecosystem. (IANS)

MG delivers 111 Hector Tomahawk EVs in Hyderabad

RATNA CHOTRANI
HYDERABAD, OCT. 17
JSW MG Motor India

delivered 111 units of

the Hector Tomahawk
EV in Hyderabad in
a single day, as the
model crossed 10,000
bookings within two
months of its launch in
August. The event was
organised by RAAM
MG at Cyber Gardens
Convention  Centre,
HITEC City. Company
officials said Hyder-
abad was emerging as
an important market
for electric mobility in
Telangana.

Built on the ADAPT
multi-new-energy-
vehicle platform, the
EV features a 69.2 kWh
battery, a claimed
range of 517 km, 150
kW power, 310 Nm
torque and 90 kW DC
fast charging. It of-
fers vehicle-to-home
capability,  allowing

the battery to power
household appliances.
Available in five- and
seven-seater configu-

rations, the vehicle
includes a 15.6-inch
HD display, Level-2

advanced driver assis-
tance systems with 15
safety features, more
than 80 connected
features, a 360-degree
HD camera and six
airbags. The company
offers a lifetime bat-
tery warranty to the
first owner. A plug-in
hybrid (PHEV) variant
features a 20.5 kWh
battery, an electric-

only range exceeding
115 km and a claimed
combined range of
more than 1,100 km.
The introductory Bat-
tery-as-a-Service price
for the EV starts at Rs.
13.99 lakh, with battery
rental at Rs. 4.90 per km,
while the PHEV starts
at Rs. 21.79 lakh, with
rental at Rs. 3.20 per
km, for a limited num-
ber of bookings. Ex-
showroom prices start
at Rs. 19.49 lakh for the
EV and Rs. 25.69 lakh
for the PHEV. The vehi-
cle is available in seven
colours, including two

dual-tone options, and
comes with an assured
buyback offer and the
MG SHIELD 3-3-2 own-
ership package.

JSW MG Motor India
Chief Commercial Of-
ficer Vinay Raina said
Hyderabad customers
were showing inter-
est in connected and
new-energy vehicles.
Gunjeet Singh Sachde-
va, CEO of RAAM MG,
said the model had at-
tracted interest for its
space, technology and
electric performance.
RAAM MG Vice-Presi-
dent of Sales Anupam
Bajpai said the com-
pany had received a
strong response since
the August launch.
RAAM MG operates
showrooms in Banjara
Hills, Gachibowli, Ku-
katpally, Kondapur and
Attapur, and aims to
achieve sales of 30,000
vehicles. TANS/UNI)

India-EFTA trade pact opens new opportuniti

NEW DELHI, OCT 18

India's strong economic
growth trajectory and
the implementation of
the India-EFTA Trade
and Economic Partner-
ship Agreement (TEPA)
are creating significant
opportunities for Nor-
wegian investors, par-
ticularly in manufactur-
ing, renewable energy,
infrastructure, financial
services and the digital
economy, according to
industry insights.

With GDP growth pro-
jected to remain around
6.5 per cent annually
through 2030, India is
widely expected to be-
come the world's third-
largest economy by the

Analysts attribute this
outlook to strong do-
mestic  consumption,
rising investments, on-
going infrastructure de-

velopment and reforms

aimed at improving the
ease of doing business.
The India-EFTA TEPA,
which came into effect
in October 2025, is be-
ing viewed as a major
milestone in India-Nor-
way economic relations.
The pact includes in-
vestment commitments
of $100 billion over 15
years and is expected to
support the creation of
one million direct jobs
in India, aligning with
the country's broader
goals of expanding

their presence in India

www.thefreedompress.in
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ogy, sustainability and

es for Norweglan investment across key sectors

The agreement seeks to promote trade liberalisa-

tion, facilitate investment flows and deepen coop-

eration in areas such as innovation, sustainability
and advanced technologies.

market and growth am-
bitions.

Several sectors have
been identified as prior-
ity areas for collabora-
tion, including manu-
facturing,  renewable
energy, oil and gas, mar-
itime services, seafood
processing, information
and communication
technology (ICT), fin-
tech and financial ser-
vices. These industries
are expected to benefit

The rapid expansion
of India's digital econ-
omy and digital pay-
ments ecosystem is also
creating opportunities
for Norwegian compa-
nies seeking exposure to
one of the world's larg-
est and fastest-growing
consumer markets.

At the same time, In-
dia's policy measures
aimed at attracting for-
eign investment are ex-
pected to provide a sup-

end of the decade, ac- manufacturing capaci- chains. creates a strong frame- from increasing bilat- portive environment for
cording to EY India re- ty and strengthening its Industry experts be- work for Norwegian by combining Norway's capital-intensive indus- eral cooperation under long-term investors, as
port. position in global value lieve the agreement companies to expand expertise in technol- tries with India's large the TEPA framework. per the report. (IANS)
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Iyer hags Impact Player of the Series medal

BENGALURU, OCT 18
India captain Shreyas
Iyer was handed the
team's Impact Player of
the Series medal after
the five-match T20I se-
ries against the West In-
dies ended in a 2-2 draw
following Saturday's
washout at the M Chin-
naswamy Stadium in
Bengaluru.

The presentation was
captured in a dressing-
room video released by
the BCCI on Sunday, in
which India's training
assistant Nuwan Senevi-
ratne handed the medal
to Iyer. "Tonight the im-
pact medal goes to some-
one who scored his first
T20I hundred and only a
few players in India have

scored hundreds in all
three formats and he's
leading in the front and
even in the field and the
award goes to Shreyas
Iyer," Seneviratne said
in the video posted on
bcci.tv on Sunday.

On its social media
accounts, the BCCI cap-
tioned the clip as, "Rain,

runs, and some dressing
room BTS. Summing up
the series decider, ft. the
Impact Player of the Se-
ries medal presentation."

Iyer enjoyed a produc-
tive series with the bat,
finishing as the third-
highest run-getter with
181 runs from five in-
nings at an average of
45.25 and a strike rate of
205.68. His maiden T20I
century during the se-
ries opener in Lucknow
made him only the sev-
enth Indian men's crick-
eter to score hundreds
in all three international
formats.

India won the first and
third games, but the West
Indies hit back in the sec-
ond and fourth games to

draw the series, before
rain forced the decider
to be called off, leading to
the two sides sharing the
trophy.

India now head to New
Zealand for a five-match
T20I series, which begins
with back-to-back games
at the Hagley Oval in
Christchurch on October
22 and 24. The teams then
move to Basin Reserve
in Wellington for the
third T20I to be played on
October 27, followed by
matches in Eden Park,
Auckland on October 30
and Seddon Park in Ham-
ilton on November 1 re-
spectively. All five games
will start at 8 pm local
time, which translates to
12:30pm IST. (IANS)
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Ekta clinches 5 gold medals at World
Masters Classic Powerllftmg C'ship

RENO (US), OCT 18
Indian Revenue Ser-
vice (IRS) officer Ekta
Bishnoi has etched
her name in the re-
cord books by clinch-
ing three gold medals
at the World Masters
Classic  Powerlifting
Championship in the
United States.

Ekta lifted a total
weight of 362.5 kg, out-
performing formida-
ble competitors from
Japan and Canada to
claim the top honour.
This is the first time
an Indian female pow-
erlifter has secured a
gold medal in the Mas-

ters-2 category of this
championship.

Ekta 1is balancing
her high-stakes gov-
ernmental responsi-
bilities as an IRS offi-
cer while maintaining
a rigorous powerlift-

ing training regimen.
Adding to the hurdles,
just ahead of the tour-
nament, Indian team
coach Sunil Kumar
faced a setback when
his U.S. visa was de-
nied.

However, refusing to
back down, Ekta adapt-
ed dynamically, taking
guidance from coach
Sunil via video calls
and with on-ground
support from team offi-
cial Binu Ibrahim, she
executed her strategic
game plan to script his-
tory.

Shedding light on
the tactical triumph,

coach Sunil shared
that they adopted a
scientific and result-
oriented coaching ap-
proach.

"Our strategy was
crystal clear,” Kumar
said. "By the conclu-
sion of the squat event,
we had already built
a decisive 20 kg lead
over our closest ri-
val. Ekta successfully
maintained this cru-
cial lead through the
bench press event. Fi-
nally, with a success-
ful opening deadlift of
150 kg, Ekta sealed the
historic gold medal for
India." (IANS)

Miedler-Oberleitner win
Shanghai Masters doubles title

SHANGHAI, OCT 18
Austrian pair Lucas
Miedler and Neil Oberleit-
ner claimed the biggest
title of their newly formed
partnership on Sunday,
defeating Francisco Ca-
bral and JJ Tracy 6-3, 6-4
tp clinch the Shanghai
Masters doubles crown.
The Austrian duo com-
pleted an unbeaten cam-

paign at the ATP Mas-
ters 1000 tournament,
winning all five matches
without conceding a set.
Playing inside Qizhong
Forest Sports City Arena,
Miedler and Oberleitner
needed 66 minutes to se-
cure the championship,
breaking their opponents
once in each set to seal
the victory. (IANS)

Messi's brace powers Inter Miami
to 3-1 win over Atlanta Umted

ATLANTA, OCT 18

A brace from captain
Lionel Messi and a
strike from German
Berterame powered In-
ter Miami to a 3-1 vic-
tory on the road over
Atlanta United FC as
the club secured a third
consecutive victory this
MLS regular season.
There was an even
match-up in the open-
ing minutes, before In-
ter Miami’s attack took
over. Messi came close
to opening the scoring
with a free kick in the
41st, which was ulti-
mately saved by Atlan-
ta’s goalkeeper at the
top-right corner.

Berterame then hand-
ed Inter Miami the lead
before the break in the
45th minute, finding the
back of the net with a
header from inside the
penalty area to capitalise
on a pinpoint cross from
the right from Suarez,
Inter Miami reports.

The strike marked
Berterame’s ninth regular

season, while the assist
took Suarez’s tally to 11.
Additionally, Messi
posted a secondary assist
on the play that saw him
break a league record,
reaching 15 assists this
regular season and be-
coming the first player in
MLS history to dish out
at least 15 assists in three
consecutive seasons.

La Liga: Barca equal record
for best league start

MADRID, OCT 18

Luis Diaz scored a
hat-trick as Bayern
Munich crushed RB
Leipzig 6-1 to return to
the top of the Bundes-
liga and end a run
of two consecutive
draws.

The victory is their
ninth in their first
nine games of the
2026/27 La Liga cam-
paign, a win that al-
lows them to match
Real Madrid's record
start from the 1968/69
season.

Real Madrid won
their opening nine
matches in the 1968/69
season, scoring 21

goals in the process.
FC Barcelona have
equalled that run with
the win at Betis, scor-
ing 39 goals and con-
ceding just nine in the
process.

In 2013/14 a Barca
side coached by Gerar-
do 'Tata Martino' and

with the likes of Lionel
Messi, Pedro, Neymar
amongst others won
their first eight match-
es before being held to
a goalless draw in Pam-
plona by Osasuna. That
great side has been sur-
passed by Hansi Flick's
team. (IANS)

M.A.SALAM
Film Journalist

Bollywood actor Ak-
shay Kumar met
Uttarakhand Chief
Minister Pushkar Sin-
gh Dhami at his offi-
cial residence. During
the recent meeting, the
actor and politician re-
portedly talked about
the film policy of the
state.

The two are further
believed to have dis-
cussed the potential of
Uttarakhand to attract
more film productions.

The Chief Minister
shared that Uttara-
khand has established
itself as a major film
shooting destination

Akshay Kumar discuss film Prabhas

Polic with Uttarakhiand CM o -

in the country, with
its natural beauty,
rich cultural heritage,
diverse geographical
conditions, and film-
friendly environment
attracting filmmakers.

He further stressed
that the shooting of
big film projects in Ut-
tarakhand is also play-
ing a crucial role in
further strengthening
the state's identity as
a suitable film destina-

tion.

The Chief Minister
added that along with
promoting film shoots
in the state, they are
also focusing on gen-
erating employment
for local artists, techni-
cians, and the youth.
Additionally, with an
increase in film pro-
duction activities,
tourism, the hotel busi-
ness, transportation,
and other sectors will

a viral moment,
husband, actor Saif Ali Khan,

also get a major boost
in Uttarakhand.

The CM also credited
the Uttarakhand Film
Policy-2024 for all these
positive changes. Mak-
ing things easier for
the filmmakers, under
the policy, they are be-
ing provided with easy
permissions through a
single-window system.

Akshay met Chief
Minister Pushkar Sin-
gh Dhami while shoot-
ing in Uttarakhand for
his yet-untitled next
with director Anees
Bazmee.

Recently, Akshay
was captured with ac-
tress Raashii Khanna
in Mussoorie and the
Landour area. Accord-
ing to the reports, they
were filming a song for
the project.

Kareena Kapoor's Sunday Jam

t seems like Ghee has become
an integral part of actress

Kareena's

movies of our time, Prab-
has and Sandeep Reddy Van-
ga’s 'Spirit' has got a new re-
lease date.

The makers revealed on
Sunday that the forthcoming
action entertainer will now
be out in the cinema halls on
October 29th 2027, during Di-
wali. 'Spirit' will now be lock-
ing horns with Ranbir Kapoor-
starrer 'Ramayana Part 2' at
the box office.

Directed by Nitesh Tiwari
and produced by Namit Mal-
hotra, 'Ramayana Part 2' is ex-
pected to reach the audience
on November 5 next year. The
mythological drama will be led
by Ranbir Kapoor and Yash.

Earlier today, the filmmaker
teased netizens that he would
be announcing the new release
date for 'Spirit', along with a
new look of Prabhas.

The 'Animal' maker penned
on his X (formerly known as
Twitter) timeline, “Dear Prab-

has Anna fans. I want to intro-
duce a NEW POSTER, featur-
ing the man behind the shades,
with the NEW RELEASE date
onit. Justfew minutes...#Spirit

#0OneBadHabit #IndiasBig-
gestSuperStar. (sic)”

Some time after that, Sand-
eep Reddy Vanga dropped an-
other post on the micro-blog-
ging site, saying, “Check this
out........ #Spirit #InSpiritMode
@TSeries @VangaPictures
#IndiasBiggestSuperStar
29TH OCTOBER DIWALI 2027.
Worldwide RELEASE DATE

"'Spirit' gets a new release date

(sic)."

The first look poster shows
Prabhas in all-black attire with
a black sports cap and a stylish
pair of sunglasses.

Backed by Bhushan Kumar,
Pranay Reddy Vanga, Krishan
Kumar, and Prabhakar Reddy
Vanga under the banners of T-
Series Films and Bhadrakali
Pictures, 'Spirit' was initially
scheduled for release in March
2027, however, the makers
have decided to push it for the
reasons best known to them.

With Prabhas and Triptii
Dimri as the lead pair, 'Spirit'
also stars Vivek Oberoi, Kan-
chana, and Aishwarya Desai
in significant roles, along with
others.

While "Spirit" marks Sand-
eep Reddy Vanga's first col-
laboration with Prabhas, the
director has already worked
with Triptii in the 2023 release
'Animal’, co-starring Ranbir
Kapoor, Anil Kapoor, and
Rashmika Mandanna.

Isha Malviya reflects on hardships

A. ctress Isha Malvi-
ya opened up
about her emotions

she

The Bigg Boss 17
contestant added that
considers

coming to fruition. And
the result is that I am
her-

Kareena Kapoor Khan's life.
In her latest social media post,
Bebo shared that her Sunday
jam includes some ghee, along
with some health and wealth.

She took to the Stories sec-
tion of her Insta handle and
dropped her 'KKK SUNDAY
GOALS' for this week.

She uploaded a picture of the
whiteboard that revealed that
the 'K3G' actor will complete
10 rounds, 10 plate shatches,
10 KB Pendulays, 10 Hinge
Oblique Pullovers, 10 Sommer-
sault Squats and 150 mts SKki as
part of her ambitious workout
regime.

The pic was accompanied

\_

by the text, "Thoda ghee thoda
health thoda wealth...My Sun-
day Jam @happy_healthy
holy".

Meanwhile, in what became

recently won 2 years’ worth of
free Govardhan ghee on Am-
itabh Bachchan-hosted 'Kaun
Banega Crorepati Season 18'.

Later, as the couple appeared
together on 'The Great Indian
Kapil Sharma Show', host
Kapil Sharma asked the power
couple about the secret of them
looking "young and fresh" even
after 14 years of marriage.

In a hilarious manner, Saif
gave all the credit to the con-
stant consumption of desi
ghee. Kareena revealed that it
is a staple in their household,
with their children - Taimur
and Jeh also having it on a reg-
ular basis.

ahead of her Bolly-
wood debut with “Tum
Mere Ho.”

She said she feels
nervous but is hap-
pier and more excited
about getting an op-
portunity to make it
to the big screen as
an outsider. Speak-
ing about her journey,
Isha told IANS that
the struggles she faced
in life, along with the
sacrifices made by her
parents, had played
an important role in
bringing her to this

milestone.

“I'm nervous, of
course, I'm scared, it's
my debut. But I'm hap-
pier than nervous and
excited that finally an
outsider got a chance
to be there on the big
screen,” she said.

self fortunate to have
reached this stage af-
ter a long journey. She
also reflected on the
hard work she had put
in over the years and
the difficulties her par-
ents had faced to sup-
port her dreams.

“I consider myself
very lucky. And I feel
that the hard work I
have done so far, the
hardships I have faced
in life, the problems
my parents have faced
to get me to where I am
today, all of that is now

going to make my Bol-
lywood debut with Tum
Mere Ho. So, I am very
happy,” Isha added.

Malviya further
shared that she was
still coming to terms
with the reality of her
big-screen debut, ad-
mitting that the expe-
rience sometimes felt
like a dream. “And
even now, to tell you
the truth, I don't know
if it's happening for real
or a dream, but when I
see them standing next
to me, it feels like it's
real,” she said.

)
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El Niio threatens TG’s water and power supply; govt steps up preparations

TFP 1 ABDUL RAHMAN KHAN
HYDERABAD, OCT 18
Telangana Chief Minister
A. Revanth Reddy has urged
farmers to defer one crop
cycle, particularly water-
intensive paddy cultiva-
tion, as the State prepares
for a possible severe water
and power crisis linked to
El Nifo. The government
has directed departments to
coordinate measures to con-
serve water, protect stand-
ing crops, maintain elec-
tricity supplies and ensure
drinking water availability
over the coming months.

At a review of the situa-
tion with Cabinet colleagues
and senior officials, Revanth
Reddy warned that the next
eight to ten months could be
challenging, with the State
needing to manage avail-
able water until the next
expected rains. He appealed

to farmers, political parties
and the public to cooperate,
stressing that drinking wa-
ter must take priority over
water-intensive agricultural
activities.

The Chief Minister said
the State’s reservoirs held
around 200 thousand million

cubic feet (TMC) of water,
against the usual availabili-
ty of approximately 462 TMC
for this period. Water avail-
ability in the Krishna basin
was significantly lower than
a year earlier, while the
Godavari basin had also re-
corded a substantial decline.

=

Rainfall remained below
normal, adding to concerns
over irrigation and drinking
water supplies.

The government has
asked farmers to assess wa-
ter availability before decid-
ing on the next crop and re-
consider paddy cultivation

during the upcoming yas-
angi season. Revanth Reddy
said farmers had already
shifted away from paddy on
more than 13 lakh acres fol-
lowing earlier appeals. The
government is also prepar-
ing proposals for assistance
to farmers who suffer crop
losses or are unable to culti-
vate during the next season.

A Cabinet sub-committee
headed by Deputy Chief
Minister and Energy Min-
ister Mallu Bhatti Vikra-
marka has been constituted
to monitor the situation and
coordinate the response.
Government Advisor and
former Chief Secretary K.
Ramakrishna Rao has been
appointed nodal officer to
provide official information
on El Nifo-related develop-
ments. The government is
also planning an all-party
consultation to seek sugges-

tions from political leaders,
experts and other stake-
holders.

The State has sought fi-
nancial assistance from the
Centre, including a special
package of 20,000 crore and
drought relief for nearly 215
mandals. Revanth Reddy is
expected to lead a delega-
tion to New Delhi to discuss
the crisis and seek central
support.

Electricity demand has
added to the pressure. The
Chief Minister said demand,
which normally stands at
around 15,000 megawatts
in October, had crossed
20,000 MW. The govern-
ment is monitoring supply
and purchasing power from
the market to help protect
standing crops from drying
up before harvest. It has also
called for judicious electrici-
ty use and cooperation from

consumers. Rural employ-
ment programmes are being
used to support agricultural
labourers, with repairs to
tanks and ponds among the
works being prioritised. Of-
ficials have been instructed
to strengthen public aware-
ness, prepare for potential
shortages and ensure ad-
equate drinking water and
fodder for livestock. A war
room and toll-free helpline
are also part of the proposed
response.

Revanth Reddy has called
on households to avoid wast-
ing water and electricity,
urging people to adopt the
principle of “Save Water,
Save Power”. The govern-
ment maintains that coor-
dinated action by farmers,
officials, citizens and the
Centre will be essential to
limit the impact of the an-
ticipated crisis.

TG govt prlorltlsmg temple development Dy CM

TFP I N.J. CHARY
KHAMMAM, OCT 18
Telangana Deputy Chief
Minister Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka on Sunday
said the Telangana gov-
ernment was prioritis-
ing temple development,
public welfare and in-
frastructure projects
across the State.

He laid the foundation
stone for aRs 44-crore ac-
cess road to the Adbhuta
Venkateswara Swamy
Temple at Nacharam in
Enkoorumandal, Kham-
mam district. He said
the road would facilitate
devotees and boost local
businesses and employ-
ment, crediting Wyra
MLA Maloth Ramdas
Naik for securing funds.
Bhatti Vikramarka said
temple development
works worth Rs 2,500
crore were being under-
taken across the State,
including Rs 2,000 crore
for riverbanks and tem-

Deputy Chief Minister Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka laid foundation stone for
a Rs 44-crore access road to Adbhuta Venkateswara Swamy Temple at
Nacharam in Enkooru mandal, Khammam district.

ples ahead of the Goda-
vari Pushkaram, Rs 276
crore for Bhadrachalam
Temple and Rs 354 crore
for the Basara Saraswa-
ti Temple.

Highlighting welfare
schemes, he said fine-
quality rice was being
supplied to 1.06 crore
families, Aarogyasri of-
fered medical coverage
of up to Rs 10 lakh per
family, Rythu Bharosa
benefited 71 lakh farm-
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ers, and 53 lakh families
received up to 200 units
of free electricity. The
government was also
implementing housing
assistance of Rs 5 lakh
per eligible household
under Indiramma Indlu,
besides providing pen-
sions, free bus travel,
and interest-free loans
to women.

He said breakfast was
being provided to 27
lakh government-school

students, while diet and
cosmetic charges in resi-
dential schools had been
increased by 40 and 200
per cent, respectively.
Young India Integrated
Residential Schools,
costing around Rs 200
crore each, were being
established in every
constituency, with one
sanctioned for Wyra. An
Advanced Technology
Centre had also been al-
located to the region.

The Deputy Chief Min-
ister said road projects
worth Rs 90,000 crore
were underway despite
a debt burden of Rs 8.20
lakh crore and monthly
principal and interest
repayments of Rs 6,600
crore. He urged people to
conserve water in view
of the possible impact of
El Nino and asked farm-
ers to check groundwa-
ter levels before oper-
ating pumps. He also
assured consideration
of a new BT road con-
necting  Gannavaram,
Nacharam and Bhadra
Thanda to the Tallada-
Bhadrachalam main
road via Julurupadu.

The meeting was
presided over by MLA
Maloth Ramdas Naik.
SUDA Chairman Puval-
la Durga Prasad, former
MLC Potla Nageswara
Rao, and DCC President
Nuthi Satyanarayana
attended.

Pub penalised for drinking water misuse

TFP | CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, OCT 18

The Hyderabad Metro-
politan Water Supply and
Sewerage Board (HM-
WSSB) has imposed a Rs.
20,000 fine on Fore Fathers
Pub at Road No. 45, Plot
No. 872, Jubilee Hills, for
drinking water misuse.
Following an inspection
prompted by a complaint,

officials disconnected the
pub’s drinking water con-
nection and stopped its
commercial water tanker
supply from the board’s
filling station. The board
warned hotels, restau-
rants, pubs and other
commercial establish-
ments against wasting
drinking water, stating
that violations would in-

vite strict action, includ-
ing fines and disconnec-
tion of water supplies.

HMWSSB has urged
the public to report wa-
ter wastage by sending
photographs, videos, lo-
cation details and the full
address to its WhatsApp
number, 99499 30003, or
by calling customer care
at 155313.

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
HYDERABAD, OCT 18
BRS Deputy Leader
in Telangana Assem-
bly, T. Harish Rao, on
Sunday slammed the
Congress government
for burdening people
by increasing RTC bus
fares during the festive
season.

He asked Chief Min-
ister Revanth Reddy if
he was pursuing a pol-
icy to burden the pub-
lic by arbitrarily hik-
ing fares of the Road
Transport Corporation
whenever a festival ar-
rives.

“Instead of offering
gifts to the people dur-
ing the Bathukamma
and Dussehra festivals,
it is shameful to ex-
ploit them by doubling
ticket prices,” the for-
mer minister said in a
statement. The Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS)
leader said it was atro-
cious to reduce the
number of regular bus
services and then pick
the pockets of passen-
gers by introducing so-
called "special" buses.

According to him,
the ticket fare from
JBS (Secunderabad) to
Karimnagar has been
hiked from Rs 230 to a
staggering Rs 400. The
fare from Mahabub-
nagar to MGBS (Hy-
derabad), which was

BRS criticises hike in RTC fares
during festive season

Rs 220 until recently, is
now over Rs 290.

“By doubling ticket
fares across all routes
in the state, you are
draining people’s pock-
ets and stripping away
the joy of the festive
season,” Harish Rao
told the Chief Minister.

He alleged that, with-
out increasing the total
number of RTC buses,
"festival special" signs
are being displayed on
regular buses to justify
this ‘extortion’.

Harish Rao said
the Congress govern-
ment claims to offer
free travel for women,
only to charge double
fare to men. “If a wife
gets a free ticket, her
husband is charged
double. Can this truly
be called a conces-
sion for women - or is
it merely shifting the
financial burden back
onto the same family?”
he asked.

The former minister
said during the three

years of Congress rule
so far, RTC ticket fares
have been hiked five
times. Now, by charg-
ing double the fares
under the pretext of the
festive season, they are
breaking the backs of
the common people, he
remarked.

“The approach of
the Revanth-led gov-
ernment has created
a situation where the
poor and middle class
are now afraid to even
travel to their home-
towns for festivals,” he
said.

He demanded that
the government re-
spond immediately
and roll back these
exorbitant fare hikes
imposed in the name of
the festive season.

Rao also urged the
government to ensure
that regular bus ser-
vices operate as usual,
so that no additional
financial burden is
placed on the poor and
middle-class citizens.

FTCCI, TGSPDCL discuss measures to improve power supply r0|labl|ltv for industries

TFP | CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, OCT 18

The Federation of Telan-
gana Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry (FTC-
CI) and the Telangana
Southern Power Distri-
bution Company Limited
(TGSPDCL) discussed
measures to improve
power supply reliability,
provide tariff relief and
expedite the resolution
of industrial grievances
at their sixth consecutive
monthly  stakeholders'
meeting here on Satur-
day.

The meeting, held here,
was chaired by TGSPDCL
Chairman and Managing
Director (CMD) Jitesh
V. Patil, and attended
by more than 45 partici-
pants, including senior
power utility officials,
FTCCI office-bearers,
Energy Committee mem-
bers, KPMG consultants,
industrial  associations
and industry representa-

20Uth=m Powe

TGSPDCL CMD) Jitesh V.

tives. Representatives of
process industries high-
lighted production losses
caused by power inter-
ruptions and sought ad-
vance notice of scheduled
outages.

TGSPDCL agreed to
consider sending advance
alerts through SMS and
email to help industries
plan their operations.

FTCCI sought an ex-
tension of the collection
period for the two-hour

Lhu\rman and Monuglng D\recro;
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Patil at 6th Stakeholders’ Meeting of TGSPDCL at FTCCI Surana Auditorium,
Federation House, Hyderabad.

fuel surcharge from 29 to
48 months, a reduction
in the delayed payment
surcharge from 18 per
cent compounded to 12
per cent, and a six-month
waiver of the additional
surcharge on Open Ac-
cess. The proposed One-
Time Settlement scheme
for legacy surcharge
dues was also discussed.
A financial assessment
is underway, with a fil-
ing before the Electricity

Regulatory Commission
(ERC) expected by No-
vember 30, 2026, with sup-
port from KPMG.

One of the key outcomes
was the proposed appoint-
ment of dedicated Opera-
tions Service Managers
and Key Account Manag-
ers for high-tension (HT)
industrial consumers to
address power supply,
operational and billing
issues. The CMD agreed
to issue a formal circular

within a week, followed
by an orientation session
with FTCCI.

Industries were also
advised to send customer
service-related concerns
to [customerservice@
tgsouthernpower.org]
mailto:customerservice@
tgsouthernpower.org).

The meeting reviewed
issues relating to rooftop
solar net metering ap-
proval delays, behind-the-
meter solar installations,

net billing and time-of-
day charges for solar gen-
erator supply.

FTCCI will submit two
to three documented cas-
es of delayed net metering
approvals to help TGSP-
DCL identify bottlenecks.

The CMD also agreed to
review the implementa-
tion timeline for time-of-
day charges.

TGSPDCL is procuring
four to five power quality
meters to improve trans-
parency in Open Access
no-objection  certificate
(NOCQC) testing. The par-
ticipants also explored
solar power and battery
storage solutions for gat-
ed communities to reduce
electricity costs for com-
mon facilities. The CMD
proposed a dedicated
workshop involving gated
community associations,
solution providers, FTC-
CI and other stakehold-
ers, with KPMG assisting
in its organisation.
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