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WASHINGTON, NOV 4 
US Vice President J D 
Vance said on Wednes-
day that the war with 
Iran was the main rea-
son Republicans lost 
the midterm elections, 
arguing that voters 
who supported Donald 
Trump in 2024 turned 
against his party de-
spite turning out to 
vote.

In a lengthy post on 
X, Vance offered an 
unusually direct as-
sessment of Tuesday's 
defeat, saying internal 
Republican data had 
initially suggested that 
the party's supporters 
were voting in suffi-
cient numbers to avoid 
a sweeping setback.

"But the main prob-
lem is not turnout. The 
main problem is that 
many people who voted 
for Trump/Vance in 
2024 voted for Demo-
crats in 2026," he wrote.

Vance said Republi-

can analysts had closely 
monitored the "compo-
sition" of the electorate, 
comparing it with the 
coalition that elected 
Trump and Vance two 
years earlier. In some 
states, turnout looked 
ordinary; in others, he 
said, it was exception-
ally strong.

But an unnamed data 
analyst had cautioned 
that turnout would not 
necessarily translate 
into Republican votes. 
Vance recalled being 
told: "Our voters are 
turning out, but they 
may not vote for us."

The Vice President 
said a pollster he re-

spected had warned 
him before the elec-
tion that Republicans 
could lose the national 
generic congressional 
ballot by 13 percentage 
points. That pollster, he 
said, asked disaffected 
2024 Trump voters what 
would bring them back.

The four leading re-
sponses, according to 
Vance, were to end the 
war, address the cost 
of living and inflation, 
put America first, and 
change Washington's 
relationship with Israel.

"Our voters showed 
up. And the above four 
reasons are why many 
of them voted for Demo-
crats," he said.

He acknowledged 
criticism that the Re-
publican campaign had 
failed to sharpen its 
economic message in 
the closing weeks, but 
insisted that the cen-
tral cause of defeat was 
clear. (IANS/UNI)

Republicans lost US midterm elections

'Agniveers' to have option 
to serve for another 2 years

Cabinet approves Rs 4,371 crore VISTAR scheme 
NEW DELHI, NOV 4 
The Centre has intro-
duced a major change 
to the 'Agnipath' 
scheme by announcing 
a second two-year ser-
vice term option for Ag-
niveers after they com-
plete their initial four 
years of service.

The Union Cabi-
net decision was an-
nounced by the Chief 
of Defence Staff (CDS), 
General N.S. Raja Sub-
ramani during a press 
conference on Wednes-
day.

He said that while 25 
percent of Agniveers 
will be inducted into 
the Indian Armed Forc-
es as regular soldiers, 
the remaining 75 per 
cent will be given the 
opportunity to serve for 
an additional two years 
and will then be given 
an opportunity to serve 
as regular soldiers in 
the Army, provided 
that they are willing 
and meet the required 

criteria.
"75 per cent of Ag-

niveers will be offered 
a second engagement 
period of two years. 
After completing those 
two years, all Ag-
niveers will be given 
an opportunity to be-
come regular soldiers 
in the Indian Armed 
Forces. There are two 
conditions: they must 
be willing to join, and 
they must meet the pre-
scribed selection crite-
ria," the CDS said.

This decision will al-
low those Agniveers 
who are not selected as 
regular soldiers after 
completing four years 
of service to continue 
serving in the armed 
forces. After the addi-
tional two-year period, 
there will also be a pro-
vision for their regula-
risation in the military.

Notably, the first 
batch of Agniveers is 
completing its service 
this month. (IANS)

NEW DELHI, NOV 4
The Union Cabinet, chaired 
by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, on Wednesday 
approved the ‘Viksit Bharat 
Initiative for Statistical 
Transformation, Analytics 
&amp; Research (VISTAR)’ 
Scheme for the period FY 
2026-27 to FY 2030-31 with an 
outlay of Rs 4,371.10 crore.

Aligned with the central 
objective of Viksit Bharat 
2047, the VISTAR Scheme 
is designed to establish a 
dynamic, real-time, and fu-
ture-ready official statistical 
architecture for enhanced 
timeliness, data granularity, 
and interoperability with 
harmonised and AI-ready 
datasets, according to an of-
ficial statement.

The VISTAR scheme will 
provide the strategic flexibil-
ity to dynamically allocate 
resources based on immedi-
ate policy needs, fostering a 
holistic approach to large-
scale survey execution, 
methodological research, 
digital transformation, and 
national data governance. 
The scheme will encompass 
all statistical and data man-

agement activities of MoSPI, 
and it will play a crucial role 
in upgrading the official sta-
tistical system of the coun-
try. The three components of 
the VISTAR scheme include 
Comprehensive Statistical 
Operations and Strengthen-
ing of Ecosystem, Support 
for Statistical Strengthening 
(SSS), and Economic Census 
(EC).

Under the Comprehensive 
Statistical Operations and 
Strengthening of Ecosystem 
component, MoSPI proposes 
conducting 59 surveys dur-
ing the 16th FC cycle, as 
compared to 43 major sur-
veys conducted previously, 
potentially filling up critical 
data gaps in various sectors, 

thereby, improving decision-
making and enabling timely 
and targeted policy interven-
tions. In addition, building 
on recent digital transforma-
tions in technology-enabled 
data collection and user-cen-
tric dissemination, MoSPI 
will focus on the end-to-end 
digitalisation of statistical 
processes and embedding 
Artificial Intelligence and 
Machine Learning into regu-
lar workflows, primarily for 
data processing, validation, 
and analysis.

The MoSPI is planning to 
release new metrics, includ-
ing the Headline Index of 
Services Production and the 
Index of Unincorporated Sec-
tor Enterprises. (IANS/UNI)

EUROPEAN EUROPEAN 
SUPERMARKET SUPERMARKET 
FRIDGES GOT HACKEDFRIDGES GOT HACKED
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CARTOON CAROUSEL

TEHRAN, NOV 4 
Iran's Supreme Leader 
Mojtaba Khamenei on 
Wednesday warned that 
any renewed US military 
attack on Iran would 
trigger a much wider re-
gional response, assert-
ing that those expecting 
a change in Washing-
ton's policy following po-
litical developments in 
the United States were 
"seriously mistaken".

In a written message 
marking Iran's National 
Day of Fighting Global 
Arrogance, observed 
on November 4 to com-

memorate the 1979 sei-
zure of the US Embassy 
in Tehran, Khamenei 
said neither changes 
in American political 

leadership nor conces-
sions by Tehran would 
persuade Washington to 
abandon its hostility to-
wards Iran.

"Those who still har-
bour even the slightest 
hope for a change in be-
haviour through political 
or partisan shifts in the 
system of domination, 
or imagine that making 
concessions to America 
can dissuade it from hos-
tility towards the Iranian 
nation, are seriously mis-
taken," he said.

His remarks came 
hours after US President 

Donald Trump's Republi-
can Party suffered losses 
in the midterm elections, 
with Democrats gaining 
control of Congress.

Khamenei said Wash-
ington's ultimate objec-
tive is the "unconditional 
surrender of the Iranian 
nation", warning that 
any willingness to com-
promise would encour-
age further American 
demands and military 
aggression.

"Even the slightest 
submissive inclination 
towards the domineering 
enemy will squander the 

great capital acquired 
through the blood of mar-
tyrs and the sacrifices 
of all sections of the na-
tion, and will embolden 
the arrogant enemy to 
make further excessive 
demands and commit 
further acts of aggression 
and war," he said.

He described these ac-
tions as an "initial jihad 
against global arrogance 
on a regional scale", warn-
ing that "in the event of 
a repetition of these ag-
gressions, their dimen-
sions will become much 
wider". (IANS/UNI)

Khamenei warns of wider regional response if 
US resumes attacks on Iran

 Mojtaba Khamenei

USA Midterm Election Results 2026

Total seats: 435

Majority: 51

Majority: 218

DEMOCRATS

DEMOCRATS

REPUBLICANS

REPUBLICANS
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Senate

House of Representatives

Results as of 9:00 pm IST, Nov 4, 2026

Total seats: 100

35 of the 100 seats were up for election

All seats were up for election
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*Includes 2 Independents

54
*

228
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139
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WASHINGTON, NOV 4 
Egyptian American 
Democrat and former 
public health official, 
Abdul El-Sayed on 
Wednesday scripted 
history by becoming 
the first Muslim elected 
to the US Senate follow-
ing his triumph against 
Republican Mike Rog-
ers in the race for a Sen-
ate seat in Michigan. 
El-Sayed also became 
the first Democratic 
doctor in the Senate 
since 1969.

In a speech at his 
election headquarters 
in Detroit, El-Sayed, the 
son of Egyptian immi-
grants, said, "Michigan, 
we did it! I am so proud 
and honoured to stand 
here as your Senator-
elect from the great 
state of Michigan".

El-Sayed, a former 
public health official 

who has never held 
elected office, secured a 
seat in the US Senate af-
ter facing a double-digit 
defeat in Michigan's 
Democratic gubernato-
rial primary in 2018.

The Michigan doc-
tor secured a win in 
the Michigan contest 
despite a last-minute 
hiccup in his campaign 
when Congresswoman 
Haley Stevens, who 

lost the Democratic pri-
mary to El-Sayed, came 
out in support of Rog-
ers at the 11th hour.

El Sayed's campaign 
was built around uni-
versal health care, re-
moving outside money 
from polls and criticis-
ing Israel, several re-
ports cited.

"You deserve to 
be able to see a doc-
tor without getting a 
huge bill", El-Sayed 
said while addressing 
people of Michigan 
on the eve of the vote. 
He pledged to upend 
the US' divisive multi-
billion-dollar for-profit 
medical system and 
get "money out of poli-
tics" besides vowing to 
address the economic 
problems faced by the 
people. (IANS)

Abdul El-Sayed 
triumphs in Michigan

Becomes first Muslim US Senator

Abdul El-Sayed
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ADILABAD, NOV 4
The Anti-Corruption 
Bureau (ACB) on 
Wednesday caught 
Sub-Inspector G. Ra-
mesh of Bazarha-
thnoor Police Station 
in Adilabad district 
while accepting a bribe 
of Rs.40,000 from a com-
plainant in exchange 
for official favour.

According to the 
ACB, the SI had initial-
ly demanded Rs.50,000 
and later reduced it 
to Rs.40,000 to avoid 
implicating the com-
plainant in a case reg-
istered under Section 
194 of the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) 
in connection with the 
suspected suicide of an 
unmarried woman. 

He had also alleg-

edly demanded mon-
ey for returning the 
complainant's mobile 
phone, which was in 
his custody.

The SI reportedly di-
rected the complainant 
to place the money be-
neath centering boxes 
near an under-con-
struction petrol bunk 
on the outskirts of a 
village. 

Following the pay-
ment, the ACB con-
ducted a trap and 
caught the officer.

The accused was ar-
rested and will be pro-
duced before the Spe-
cial Judge for SPE and 
ACB Cases in Karim-
nagar for judicial re-
mand. 

The case is under in-
vestigation. (NSS)

ACB catches Adilabad SI 
accepting Rs.40,000 bribe

TFP I RAMARAJU
B. KOTHAGUDEM, NOV 4
A woman conductor 
of Telangana State 
Road Transport Cor-
poration (TGSRTC), 
who was critically in-
jured after allegedly 
being pushed out of a 
moving bus during an 
altercation over fare 
and change, has died 
at a hospital in Hyder-
abad. 

Gundla Pravalika 
(24) breathed her last 
at a private hospi-
tal late on Tuesday, 
where she had been 
undergoing treatment 
for 10 days. 

The conductor, who 
was serving at Ma-
nuguru depot of TG-
SRTC in Bhadradri 
Kothagudem district, 
had suffered critical 
injuries after falling 
under the rear wheels 
of the bus near Mit-
tagudem village on 
October 25. 

A woman passenger, 
identified as Mounika, 
had allegedly pushed 
out Pravalika from 
the moving bus fol-
lowing an argument 
over ticket fare for the 
latter’s son and the re-
turn of change. As the 
passenger had handed 
over a Rs 100 note, the 
conductor had asked 
her to collect the re-
maining amount later 
as she did not have 
change. During a 
heated argument, the 
passenger allegedly 
pushed Pravalika out 
of the moving bus. 
She fell on the road, 
and the rear wheels 
ran over her right leg, 

crushing it. Her left 
leg also sustained seri-
ous injuries. 

She was initially 
shifted to a hospital 
in Bhadrachalam and 
later brought to Hy-

derabad for advanced 
treatment. 

Police took the ac-
cused passenger into 
custody and regis-
tered a case. 

Meanwhile, Chief 
Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy has expressed 
grief over the death 
of the conductor. He 
conveyed his heartfelt 
condolences to her fam-
ily. The Chief Minister 
assured the family that 
the government will 
stand by them and ex-
tend every possible as-
sistance.

Transport Minister 
Ponnam Prabhakar 
expressed shock and 
grief. The minister, 
who had called on 

the injured conduc-
tor a few days ago, 
conveyed his condo-
lences to her family 
and assured them that 
the government and 
TGSRTC would stand 
by them. He also said 
strict action was be-
ing taken against 
those responsible for 
the incident.

The state govern-
ment has announced 
Rs 10 lakh ex gratia 
for the family of Pra-
valika. It also an-
nounced that the fam-
ily will be allotted a 
house under the ‘Indi-

ramma Indlu’ scheme. 
The deceased’s moth-
er will also be provid-
ed with a government 
job.

Meanwhile, a bandh 
was observed by TG-
SRTC employees 
across the undivided 
Khammam district 
on Wednesday. Buses 
went off the roads 
following an appeal 
given by the Joint Ac-
tion Committee of the 
employees. 

TGSRC employees 
staged a protest at 
various places, de-
manding stringent 
punishment for the 
passenger responsible 
for the conductor’s 
death.

Woman RTC conductor dies after 
being pushed from moving bus 

TFP I PRAMOD KUMAR
KARIMNAGAR, NOV 4
Union Minister of State 
for Home Affairs Bandi 
Sanjay Kumar has de-
cided to bear the SSC 
examination fees of all 
10,959 Class X students 
studying in govern-
ment schools across the 
Karimnagar parliamen-
tary constituency for the 
current academic year.

The decision follows 
a representation sub-
mitted by Telangana 
Government Teachers' 
Association (TAPAS) 
Karimnagar district 
president Annapuneni 
Tirupati Rao and gen-
eral secretary Jarathi 
Narsaiah, who met the 

union minister five 
days ago and requested 
him to extend the sup-
port provided last year.

Responding posi-
tively, Bandi Sanjay 
assured them that he 
would personally pay 
the examination fees 
and has communicated 

his decision to the Dis-
trict Educational Offi-
cers (DEOs) concerned.

Of the total benefi-
ciaries, 3,920 students 
are from Rajanna Sir-
cilla district, 4,356 from 
Karimnagar, 1,087 from 
Jagtial, 1,133 from Sid-
dipet and 463 from 
Hanamkonda district.

The teachers' repre-
sentatives appreciated 
the Minister's initiatives 
to strengthen govern-
ment schools through 
infrastructure develop-
ment, including addi-
tional classrooms and 
toilets with CSR support, 
and the free distribution 
of branded bicycles to 
Class X students.

Bandi Sanjay to pay SSC exam fees 
for 10,959 Govt school students

TFP I ANIL YADAV
NALGONDA, NOV 4
State Legislative Coun-
cil Chairman Gutha 
Sukhender Reddy has 
called upon officials and 
public representatives to 
work together to ensure 
that people do not face 
hardships due to the pos-
sible impact of El Niño. 
He stressed the need for 
adequate arrangements 
for drinking water, ag-
riculture, electricity, 
livestock, groundwater 
conservation and rural 
employment.

Addressing a constit-
uency-level awareness 
seminar on El Niño at 
Srinivasa Gardens in Na-
krekal on Wednesday, he 

directed officials to take 
preventive measures and 
create awareness among 
farmers about cultivat-
ing suitable alternative 
crops and using water 
and electricity judicious-
ly. In view of the Marasu 
cyclone, he instructed 
the District Collector to 
ensure the immediate 
procurement of paddy ly-
ing in procurement cen-
tres to prevent damage 

from rain. He also called 
for measures to promote 
fine-quality paddy cul-
tivation and encourage 
rice millers to procure 
the produce.

MP Chamala Kiran Ku-
mar Reddy said borewells 
were drying up and the 
situation could worsen 
from December to Janu-
ary. He advised farmers 
to avoid paddy cultiva-
tion during the Yasangi 

season and urged offi-
cials to take up ground-
water conservation and 
farmer-friendly works 
under VB-G RAM G.

Government Whip 
and Nakrekal MLA Ve-
mula Veeresham said 
the state government 
was prepared to address 
drinking water, fodder 
and electricity require-
ments. He stressed co-
ordination between 

officials and public rep-
resentatives and said 
irrigation projects, in-
cluding the Pillayipally 
and Dharmareddy ca-
nals, were being com-
pleted to improve water 
availability.

District Collector B. 
Chandrasekhar urged 
people to conserve wa-
ter and directed officials 
to promote rainwater 
harvesting, soak pits, 
seepage ponds and al-
ternative crops. He an-
nounced that a control 
room had been estab-
lished at the District 
Collectorate to address 
El Niño-related issues, 
with toll-free number 
18004251442.

Legislative Council Chairman calls for 
coordinated action to tackle El Niño

TFP I VENKAT REDDY
SURYAPET, NOV 4
Suryapet District Col-
lector Tejas Nand Lal 
Pawar, IAS has directed 
officials to ensure proper 
storage and maintenance 
of rice stocks, stressing 
that there should be no 
compromise on the qual-
ity of rice supplied to 
poor families under the 
Public Distribution Sys-
tem (PDS).

On Wednesday, the Col-
lector, accompanied by 
District Superintendent 
of Police K. Narasimha, 
IPS inspected the State 
Warehousing Corpora-
tion (SWC) warehouse 
at Balajinagar near Ko-
dad. They examined rice 
stocks, storage facilities 

and maintenance ar-
rangements. The Collec-
tor checked stock regis-
ters and collected rice 
samples for quality test-
ing. Officials informed 
him that the test results 
were satisfactory.

He instructed the 
warehouse manager and 
technical assistants to 
follow safety standards, 
maintain accurate stock 

records and strictly 
implement the First In, 
First Out (FIFO) sys-
tem.

During the visit, the 
Collector interacted 
with warehouse work-
ers (hamalis) and ad-
dressed their request 
for labour cards. He 
directed the Labour De-
partment to take steps 
to issue cards to work-

ers at all six buffer ware-
houses in the district and 
assured them that their 
other grievances would 
also be examined.

TFP I HAJI ALI
SANGAREDDY, NOV 4
Sangareddy Collector-
ate Administrative Of-
ficer Vijayalakshmi and 
Lead District Bank Man-
ager T. Sudheer Kumar 
have directed bank of-
ficials to take necessary 
steps to restructure crop 
loans of eligible farmers 
in drought-affected ar-
eas to provide financial 
relief and support the 
revival of agriculture 
and allied sectors.

A special District 
Consultative Com-
mittee (DCC)/DLRLC 
meeting was held at 
the District Collector-
ate on Wednesday to 
review drought relief 

measures under Khar-
if-2026. The meeting dis-
cussed restructuring 
crop loans, extending 
repayment periods and 
providing temporary 
repayment moratori-
ums to eligible farmers 
in accordance with RBI 
guidelines and respec-
tive banks' policies.

V i j a y a l a k s h m i 
stressed the need to 
identify eligible farm-
ers, maintain accurate 
records and ensure 

timely implementation 
of relief measures. Sud-
heer Kumar said banks 
had disbursed Rs. 
2,520.18 crore in crop 
loans through 1,20,065 
accounts between April 
and September 2026.

He said all 28 man-
dals in the district had 
been declared drought-
affected, including two 
severely affected and 
26 moderately affected 
mandals. He clarified 
that crop loan restruc-

turing was only a re-
payment relief mea-
sure and should not 
be mistaken for a loan 
waiver scheme.

RBI Lead District Of-
ficer V. Pradeep Chan-
dra, NABARD AGM 
Krishna Teja, Agricul-
ture Department Addi-
tional Deputy Director 
B. Sridevi, bank repre-
sentatives and officials 
from concerned depart-
ments attended the 
meeting.

Banks asked to restructure crop loans 
of drought-hit farmers in Sangareddy

Suryapet Collector, SP inspect SWC warehouse

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
HYDERABAD, NOV 4
Telangana CPI Secre-
tary and MLA Kunam-
neni Sambasiva Rao on 
Wednesday demanded 
that the Telangana 
government announce 
a comprehensive 
drought relief package, 
alleging that farmers 
across the State were 
facing a severe crisis 
due to crop losses and 
the failure of rains.

Addressing a press 
conference at Makh-
doom Bhavan here, 
Kunamneni said Agri-
culture Department es-
timates indicated that 
crops had been dam-
aged across 12.5 lakh 
acres, while farmers in 
many other areas could 
not take up cultiva-
tion. He criticised the 
Centre for its alleged 
negligence and urged 
the State government 
to lead an all-party del-
egation to Delhi to seek 
immediate assistance.

He demanded com-
pensation of Rs.30,000 
per acre for paddy 
and Rs.50,000 for com-
mercial crops, includ-
ing cotton, besides 
Rs.10,000 per acre for 
farmers who could 
not sow crops due to 
drought. He also sought 
monthly financial as-
sistance of Rs.10,000 for 
five to six months to 
poor families who had 
lost their livelihoods, 
along with the distribu-
tion of food grains, cat-
tle fodder and essential 
commodities through 

fair-price shops.
Kunamneni said CPI 

teams had been visiting 
drought-affected dis-
tricts since November 
2 to assess the situation 
and alleged that repre-
sentatives of the Central 
and State governments 
had failed to conduct 
field-level assessments. 
He demanded the im-
mediate release of the 
Rs.25,000 crore drought 
relief sought by the 
State from the Centre 
and called for the intro-
duction of a crop insur-
ance scheme to protect 
farmers.

He also questioned 
Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah's silence on 
Telangana's drought 
situation during his 
visit to the State, saying 
the Centre should focus 
on farmers' problems 
instead of politically 
motivated marches.

Kunamneni further 
demanded Rs 1 crore 
compensation for the 
family of the deceased 
RTC woman employee 
and accountability 
from those responsible 
for alleged lapses in 
her medical treatment. 

CPI MLA demands 
comprehensive drought 
relief package for farmers

This is to bring to the notice of general 
public that one ID CARD по. 2643223 
of Ms. Neerudi.Sravani issued by ICICI 
bank has been found missing and/or 
lost on 16th September 2026. Anyone 
who fi nds the said ID CARD is request-
ed to return the card to the manager 
debt services and management group, 
ICICI Bank Ltd Hyd therefore all the cus-
tomers of ICICI bank Ltd are hereby no-
tifi ed not make any unauthorized person 
holding the said ID card no. 2643223. 
Please take further notice that anybody 
making payment to any person holding 
the said ID card shall do so at This/her 
own costs. Risk and peril and ICICI bank 
shall not be bound and any payment.
           M/S LAL ASSOCIATES 
YELLAREDDY GUDA HYDERABAD

LOST OF ID CARD

The state government has announced Rs  
lakh ex gra  a for the family of Pravalika. It 
also announced that the family will be al-

lo  ed a house under the ‘Indiramma Indlu’ 
scheme. The deceased’s mother will also be 

provided with a government job.

Officials told to prepare action plans for drinking water, agriculture and livestock

Bandi Sanjay Kumar Kunamneni 
Sambasiva Rao

TFP I NIRANJAN RAO
SANGAREDDY, NOV 3
Two monitor lizards 
allegedly being traf-
ficked for meat were 
rescued by the Telan-
gana Forest Depart-
ment in Sangareddy 
district following 
a joint effort with 
People for the Ethi-
cal Treatment of Ani-
mals (PETA) India, 
the organisation said 
on Tuesday.

Acting on infor-
mation provided by 
a traveller about an 
injured monitor liz-
ard reportedly being 
sold for meat along 
the highway near 

Sadashivpet, PETA 
India alerted the San-
gareddy Forest Divi-
sion.

After several days 
of surveillance, forest 
officials apprehended 
two persons allegedly 
in possession of the 
reptiles and seized 
the two monitor liz-
ards.

The Forest Divi-
sion registered a 
Preliminary Offence 
Report (POR No. 
1694/68) under vari-
ous provisions of the 
Wild Life (Protection) 
Act, 1972, including 
Sections 9, 11, 12, 38J, 
39, 40, 50 and 51A.

Two monitor lizards rescued 
from alleged wildlife traffickers 
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AIMIM President 
Asaduddin Owaisi on 
Wednesday invoked 
the victory of Demo-
cratic candidate Abdul 
El-Sayed in the US, to 
call for building a Mus-
lim political identity 
in Uttar Pradesh, say-
ing an Abdul will now 
become a leader in the 
state.

“An 'Abdul' has won 
in Michigan; now, the 
'Abdul' of Uttar Pradesh 
must strengthen his 
own political identity,” 
Asad Owaisi posted on 
X.

He was reacting to 
the mid-term election 
results in the United 
States where Abdul El-
Sayed won the Michi-
gan Senate race to be-
come the first Muslim 
US senator.

The Hyderabad MP 
said ‘Sanghis’ made 
many attempts to make 
mockery of the name 
"Abdul".

“The time has come 
for us to demonstrate 
that 'Abdul' bows in ser-
vitude to no one but Al-
lah. We will no longer 
be the ones laying out 
carpets for others,” he 
said. Asad Owaisi also 
spoke on the issue dur-
ing an interaction with 

the media at his party’s 
headquarters Darus-
salam here.

“BJP used to say 'Ab-
dul makes puncture'. 
We are saying Abdul 
will now become lead-
er. He will not lay car-
pets nor be scared of 
the RSS nor bow before 
anybody. Abdul will do 
his job and become a 
leader,” he said.

Asad Owaisi 
slammed the BJP gov-
ernment at the Centre 
for telling the Delhi 
High Court that the 
century-old Qadeemi 
Masjid, located within 
the Krishi Bhawan 
compound in New Del-
hi, must be removed to 
make way for the rede-
velopment of Common 
Central Secretariat 
(CCS) under the Cen-
tral Vista project.

The MP stated that 
when the construction 
of Lutyens' Delhi start-

ed in 1908, several vil-
lages were acquired but 
these mosques were not 
acquired.

“This mosque is a 
part of cultural and his-
torical heritage of the 
country. It was built 
even before Krishi Bha-
van. This is registered 
Waqf. The government 
is not its owner,” he 
said.

The MP said Union 
Minorities Welfare 
Minister Kiren Rijiju 
should tell these people 
that the government is 
not the owner. He said 
the mosque existed 
even before Delhi be-
came the national Capi-
tal and the Constitution 
of India was framed.

“If you want to con-
test that this is gov-
ernment property, go 
to the Waqf tribunal 
and argue there. What 
do you want to do. It is 
registered Waqf. There 
is gazette. You are say-
ing it is the property of 
Krishi Bhavan. It’s not 
the property of Krishi 
Bhavan,” he said.

He slammed the Cen-
tre for its argument 
that the mosque is “im-
permissible and incom-
patible with the secular 
character of govern-
ment property”.

“Is this your secular-

ism that you want to 
demolish a registered 
Waqf property which 
enjoys legal protec-
tion,” he asked.

Asad Owaisi recalled 
that the Modi govern-
ment inaugurated the 
Central Vista project 
with a Bhoomi Pooja. 
“Apparently, secular-
ism is not offended by 
the use of one faith’s 
rituals for a public proj-
ect, but is allergic to a 
mosque that has stood 
there even before 1912, 
long before Krishi Bha-
wan was even built,” he 
said.

“What will Amit 
Shah say now,” asked 
Asad Owaisi when his 
reaction was sought 
on Hyderabad District 
Election Officer R.V. 
Karnan's statement 
that no illegal immi-
grants were found in 
Hyderabad's electoral 
rolls. He recalled the 
statements of BJP lead-
ers that surgical strikes 
will be conducted on 
Hyderabad.

He said that the poor 
suffered a lot because 
of the Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) exercise.

Asad Owaisi said 
AIMIM helped all eligi-
ble voters, irrespective 
of their religion, during 
the SIR process.

'An Abdul will now become leader in UP', says  
Asad Owaisi after victory of Abdul El-Sayed in US

TFP I RAVI KUMAR 
MEDCHAL-MALKAJGIRI, NOV 4
Revenue, Housing and 
Information and Public 
Relations Minister Pon-
guleti Srinivas Reddy 
has called for Diwali cel-
ebrations in every com-
pleted Indiramma house 
across Telangana, urging 
beneficiaries, public rep-
resentatives and officials 
to participate in the cel-
ebrations and share the 
joy of families who have 
received their homes.

Addressing a me-
dia conference at the 
M e d c h a l - M a l k a j g i r i 
district headquarters 
on Wednesday, along 
with IT Minister and 
Rangareddy district in-
charge Minister Duddil-
la Sridhar Babu, Pongu-
leti said housewarming 
ceremonies had been 
completed in 2,21,500 
Indiramma houses, 
while another 1.90 lakh 
houses were at various 
stages of construction. 
He said the government 

had sanctioned 4.50 lakh 
houses in the first phase 
and was committed to 
completing the scheme.

The minister urged 
MLAs, district collec-
tors, Housing Depart-
ment officials and 
Indiramma Housing 
Committee members to 
visit completed houses 
on Diwali and celebrate 
with beneficiaries. He 
and Sridhar Babu un-
veiled a poster titled 
"Diwali Celebrations in 
Our Indiramma Homes" 

to mark the initiative.
Ponguleti also an-

nounced that Indiram-
ma Towers would be 
constructed on the G+5 
model in Nizamabad, 
Karimnagar, Warangal 
and Nalgonda municipal 
corporations, on the lines 
of Hyderabad. A notifica-
tion for the project would 
be issued before Diwali. 
He said the government 
had sanctioned 2.50 lakh 
houses in the second 
phase and another one 
lakh houses in the Hyder-

abad Core Urban Region.
Stating that the 

Rs.40,000-crore Indiram-
ma housing programme 
would continue without 
interruption, he said fi-
nancial assistance was 
being directly trans-
ferred to beneficiaries' 
bank accounts every 
Monday. The scheme 
aims to provide per-
manent homes to poor 
families across cities, 
towns, villages and re-
mote tribal settlements 
in the state.

Ponguleti calls for Diwali celebrations in 

2.21 lakh completed Indiramma houses

TFP I RATNA CHOTRANI
HYDERABAD, NOV 4
Telangana BJP Presi-
dent N Ramchander 
Rao on Wednesday ex-
pressed solidarity with 
the protesting non-
teaching employees of 
Osmania University 
(OU) and demanded 
that their long-pending 
grievances be resolved 
immediately.

He visited the pro-
test site in front of the 
university's adminis-
trative building, where 
non-teaching, techni-
cal, time-scale and con-
tract employees were 
demanding implemen-
tation of pension ben-
efits, regularisation of 
services and improved 
healthcare facilities.

Rao criticised the 
university adminis-
tration for failing to 
provide job security, 
fair wages and pension 
benefits to employees 
who had served for 25 
to 30 years.

He demanded equal 
pay for equal work, res-
toration of the Old Pen-
sion Scheme (OPS) for 
employees appointed 
between 2001 and 2004, 
implementation of the 
Contributory Pension 
Scheme (CPS) for sub-
sequent recruits and 
abolition of the LIC-

linked pension scheme.
He also sought an in-

crease in the medical 
reimbursement limit 
from Rs. 10,000 to Rs 
30,000, release of the 
pending annual incre-
ment of Rs. 1,500, regu-
larisation of eligible 
contract and time-scale 
employees, and filling 
of vacant posts and 
pending promotion va-
cancies. Alleging that 
the university admin-
istration was threat-
ening and suspending 
employees for partici-
pating in protests, he 
said such actions were 
unacceptable.

Recalling his asso-
ciation with OU as an 
alumnus who complet-
ed his M.A. and LL.B. 
degrees there, he urged 
the Vice-Chancellor 
and the State Govern-
ment to invite the 
Joint Action Commit-

tee (JAC) leaders for 
talks and resolve their 
demands.

He warned that the 
BJP would extend di-
rect support to the 
employees' agitation 
and help intensify the 
movement if the ad-
ministration failed to 
address their griev-
ances.

He also expressed 
concern over the sus-
pension of Professor 
Manohar, a former as-
sociation president, 
and said the issue had 
been brought to the 
Governor's notice.

BJP State General 
Secretary Gautam Rao, 
former professors, stu-
dent union leaders, 
representatives of non-
teaching staff associa-
tions from various uni-
versities and OU JAC 
leaders were among 
those present.

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
HYDERABAD, NOV 4
Former Minister and 
BRS Legislature Party 
Deputy Floor Leader T. 
Harish Rao has criti-
cised the Congress gov-
ernment over the lack 
of basic infrastructure 
at Maheswaram Gov-
ernment Medical Col-
lege and demanded im-
mediate measures to 
safeguard students' aca-
demic future.

Harish Rao, accompa-
nied by former Minister 
P. Sabitha Indra Red-
dy, former MLA Man-
chireddy Kishan Reddy 
and BRS General Sec-
retary Kyama Mallesh, 
visited the students' 
protest camp at Mangal-
pally in Ibrahimpatnam 
constituency and inter-
acted with students and 
their parents.

He alleged that the 
college had been facing 
serious infrastructure 
problems, including 

non-payment of building 
rent, electricity and wa-
ter bills for 26 months, 
inadequate drinking wa-
ter and toilets, and a lack 
of laboratories, library 
and hostel facilities. He 
also raised concerns over 
pending occupancy, fire 
safety and Pollution Con-
trol Board clearances.

Questioning the gov-
ernment's priorities, 
Harish Rao said stu-
dents were being denied 
basic facilities while 
the government was an-
nouncing major expen-
diture on projects such 

as Musi beautification 
and Future City. He 
recalled that the previ-
ous BRS government 
had allocated 25 acres, 
sanctioned Rs.182 crore 
for college buildings 
and hostels, and laid the 
foundation stone for a 
400-bed hospital. He al-
leged that construction 
had remained stalled 
since the Congress gov-
ernment came to power.

Demanding immedi-
ate drinking water, toi-
lets and bus facilities, 
he urged the District 
Collector and Director 

of Medical Education 
to visit the protest site 
and hold discussions 
with students. He also 
demanded that the col-
lege be shifted within 
two months to a govern-
ment or rented building 
with adequate facilities 
in Vanasthalipuram 
or near the LB Nagar 
TIMS campus. Harish 
Rao sought a written 
assurance from the gov-
ernment and said the 
BRS would continue 
supporting the students 
until a permanent solu-
tion was found.

TFP I TAHER ALI
RANGAREDDY, NOV 4
The Telangana Anti-
Corruption Bureau 
(ACB) has registered a 
Disproportionate As-
sets (DA) case against 
Yadagiri Rao Nal-
laguntla, Additional 
Director of the Mis-
sion for Elimination of 
Poverty in Municipal 
Areas (MEPMA), for al-
legedly amassing assets 
disproportionate to his 
known sources of in-
come through corrupt 
practices.

ACB officials of the 
Rangareddy Range con-
ducted searches at 10 lo-
cations on November 3, 
including his residence, 
office, bank lockers and 
properties linked to his 
relatives, associates and 
alleged benamidars.

During the searches, 
officials identified 12 
open plots in Hyderabad 
and Suryapet, valued at 
Rs. 58.63 lakh, and two 
residential flats at Up-
pal worth Rs. 31.36 lakh. 
They also identified a 
G 3 residential build-
ing with a penthouse 
at Uppal, valued at ap-

proximately Rs. 2 crore, 
a house in Suryapet 
worth Rs. 4.75 lakh and 
a commercial shop at 
Uppal valued at Rs. 1.06 
lakh.

The searches also 
resulted in the identi-
fication of gold orna-

ments weighing 1,792.2 
grams valued at Rs. 
33.82 lakh, silver orna-
ments weighing three 
kg worth Rs. 1.80 lakh, 
two four-wheelers val-
ued at Rs. 73 lakh, three 
two-wheelers worth Rs. 
2.80 lakh, household 
articles worth Rs. 29.08 
lakh, electronic gadgets 
valued at Rs. 7.01 lakh 
and bank balances of 
Rs. 32.30 lakh.

The total assets iden-
tified so far are esti-

mated at Rs. 4.75 crore. 
The ACB stated that 
the market value of the 
properties could be con-
siderably higher than 
their official valuations 
and further verification 
of additional assets was 
underway.

The accused will be 
produced before the 
Principal Special Judge 
for SPE and ACB Cases 
in Hyderabad for judi-
cial remand. The case 
has been registered 
under Section 13(1)(b) 
read with Section 13(2) 
of the Prevention of 
Corruption Act, 1988, 
as amended in 2018, and 
further investigation is 
in progress, according 
to a ACB statement on 
Wednesday.

TFP I MANVER SINGH
HYDERABAD, NOV 4
The Enforcement Direc-
torate has arrested four 
key accused in connec-
tion with an ongoing 
money laundering in-
vestigation into a fake 
call centre scam target-
ing US nationals.

ED, Hyderabad Zonal 
Office arrested Harshil 
Nayanbhai Raval, Jas-
want Singh, Chetan 
Munjal, and Pranav 
Pithadia under the 
PMLA, 2002 and pro-

duced them before the 
Special Court in Nam-
pally, which remanded 
them to judicial custody.

The Central agency 
said in a release on 
Wednesday that it had 
arrested Vikas Nimar, 
Tarachand Nimar and 

Mohd. Irfan Ansari in 
July-August in the same 
case. With the latest ar-
rests, the total number 
of persons arrested by 
the ED in the case has 
gone up to seven. On 
September 15, the ED 
conducted searches in 

Patiala, Pune and Chan-
digarh, wherein three 
live call centres were de-
tected with around 220 
persons working at the 
time of searches. Digital 
devices along with cash 
and records were seized 
during the searches. Fo-
rensic examination has 
so far been completed 
on 79 digital devices, 
comprising 65 mobile 
phones, 13 laptops and 
computers and one data 
storage disk, which 
were found to hold the 

chats, ledgers, calling 
data, victim records and 
crypto wallets of the 
syndicate.

The ED investiga-
tion was initiated into 
offences of cheating, 
forgery and criminal 
conspiracy committed 
against residents of the 
US through call centres, 
operated from India, in-
volving impersonation 
of government officials 
and use of forged gov-
ernment documents and 
identity cards.

BJP to support Osmania University 
non-teaching staff stir

Harish Rao slams Congress govt over lack of 
facilities at Maheswaram Medical College

ACB registers DA case against MEPMA Addl 
Director; assets worth Rs. 4.75 cr identified

ED arrests 4 in call centre scam targeting US nationals

Ministers Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy and D Sridhar Babu address the media at 
Medchal-Malkajgiri district headquarters.

Asaduddin Owaisi

Police tighten 
checks on fire-
cracker shops
HYDERABAD, NOV 4 
Golconda Zone Po-
lice on Wednesday 
directed firecracker 
traders to strictly 
follow safety regula-
tions and obtain all 
necessary permis-
sions before setting 
up shops for the fes-
tive season.

At a coordination 
meeting held at Ex-
hibition Grounds, 
Nampally, Addition-
al DCP, Golconda 
Zone, Krishna Goud 
instructed tempo-
rary and permanent 
traders to secure val-
id licences.

During the searches, offi  cials idenƟ fi ed 12 
open plots in Hyderabad and Suryapet, valued 

at Rs. 58.63 lakh, and two residenƟ al fl ats at 
Uppal worth Rs. 31.36 lakh. They also idenƟ -
fi ed a G 3 residenƟ al building with a pent-

house at Uppal, valued at approximately Rs. 2 
crore, a house in Suryapet worth Rs. 4.75 lakh 
and a commercial shop at Uppal valued at Rs. 

1.06 lakh.
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LS Speaker calls for stronger audit monitoring, 
accountability in public spending

PM Modi parroting his flop line of Dimaagi Naxal; 
has no answer on vote chori: Kharge

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, NOV 4 
Lok Sabha Speaker 
Om Birla on Wednes-
day called for stronger 
legislative scrutiny of 
public expenditure and 
greater accountability 
from governments, say-
ing every rupee of pub-
lic money must be spent 
transparently and in the 
larger public interest. 

Addressing the con-
cluding session of the 
two-day conference of 
Public Accounts Com-
mittee (PAC) chairper-
sons from Parliament 
and State Legislatures, 
held at the Kerala As-
sembly, Birla said audit 
reports and recommen-

dations should not re-
main pending for years 
without action.

The Lok Sabha 
Speaker noted that the 
conference had adopted 
the Kerala resolution, 
which would serve as 
an important frame-
work for strengthening 
the functioning of PACs 
across the country.

He said the Centre 

and states should work 
together to improve fi-
nancial management, 
ensure discipline in 
public spending and 
make governance more 
transparent and ac-
countable.

He added that bud-
getary allocations were 
rising in sectors such as 
education, healthcare, 
infrastructure, social 

welfare and rural devel-
opment.

It was therefore im-
portant to ensure that 
the money allocated 
was used for its in-
tended purpose and 
delivered the expected 
results.

Birla said that legis-
lative committees had 
a major role in monitor-
ing the implementation 

of government schemes 
and assessing their 
quality, continuity and 
outcomes.

He expressed concern 
that audit reports often 
remained pending for 
long periods without 
proper follow-up.

While the Comptrol-
ler and Auditor Gen-
eral (CAG) conducted 
independent audits, 

PACs had the responsi-
bility of examining the 
findings and ensuring 
timely action on the 
recommendations.

The Lok Sabha Speak-
er also called for wider 
use of technology to im-
prove the functioning of 
legislative committees.

He suggested that 
state Legislatures de-
velop digital audit mon-
itoring platforms on 
the lines of the system 
available to parliamen-
tary committees.

He said officers of the 
CAG and PACs should 
receive regular training 
to keep pace with techno-
logical changes. (IANS)

NEW DELHI, NOV 4 
Congress President 
Mallikarjun Kharge on 
Wednesday came out in 
support of Leader of Op-
position in the Lok Sab-
ha Rahul Gandhi and 
criticised Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi over 
his 'Dimaagi Naxal' 
remark, alleging that 
the government had no 
answers to questions 
raised by Congress on 
alleged vote theft and 
foreign influence.

In a post on social me-
dia platform X, Kharge 
said, "PM Modi is par-
roting his flop line of 
'Dimaagi Naxal'! He has 
NO answer on Vote Ch-

ori and the open chal-
lenge by Shri Rahul 
Gandhi to discuss how 
he mortgaged Indian in-
terests to foreign pow-
ers."

Targeting Union 
Home Minister Amit 
Shah over his remarks 
that three crore vot-
ers were infiltrators, 
Kharge questioned his 

handling of the issue.
"Shah is telling us 

three crore voters are 
Ghushpaithiya! What 
was he doing as Home 
Minister for years, let-
ting 'illegal' people en-
ter India? He should be 
sacked for his incompe-
tence," Kharge said.

He also accused the 
Election Commission of 
India (ECI) of repeated-
ly changing its position 
on the Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls.

"The ECI has taken 
five U-turns on SIR. 
This includes a com-
plete change of Form 6, 
which was termed as 'il-

legal' by fellow Election 
Commissioners! Why?" 
he said.

Raising questions 
over the functioning 
of Parliament, Kharge 
said the previous ses-
sion had not been pro-
rogued for 83 days and 
alleged that the govern-
ment's decision to con-
vene a special session 
had been prompted by 
the Opposition's recent 
activities.

"The last session of 
Parliament has not been 
prorogued for 83 days 
and counting. And now, 
when the next session is 
on the anvil, they want a 
special session. (IANS)

Arunachal capital shutdown 
evokes mixed response

Jana Sena scores 100% strike 
rate in AP municipal polls

BJP has succeeded in getting Ruhullah Mehdi 
out through 'Operation Lotus': NC

ITANAGAR, NOV 4
A 12-hour shutdown 
called by the People's 
Rights Action Commit-
tee (PRAC) in the Itana-
gar Capital Region (ICR) 
on Wednesday evoked 
a mixed response, with 
government offices func-
tioning, shops and com-
mercial establishments 
remaining closed, and 
vehicular movement 
continuing amid tight 
security arrangements.  

“The shutdown was 
peaceful. There was 
no report of any law-
and-order problem or 
untoward incident,” a 
police official said. The 
shutdown, which began 
on Wednesday morn-
ing and ended in the 
evening, was called to 
demand the release of 

people detained in con-
nection with the Octo-
ber 23 protests against 
the proposed 11,200-MW 
Siang Upper Multipur-
pose Project (SUMP) in 
Siang, East Siang and 
Upper Siang districts.

The protesters are also 
demanding the with-
drawal of security forces 
deployed in the project 
areas, revocation of sus-
pension orders against 

‘Gaonburas’ (village 
headmen), and suspen-
sion of survey activities 
to prepare the Pre-Fea-
sibility Report (PFR) for 
the proposed project.

PRAC has also raised 
several public welfare 
issues, including proper 
maintenance of roads in 
the ICR, availability of 
essential medicines and 
improvement of ambu-
lance services. (IANS)

AMARAVATI, NOV 4 
The Jana Sena Party 
led by Andhra Pradesh 
Deputy Chief Minis-
ter, Pawan Kalyan, has 
again scored a 100 per 
cent strike rate, win-
ning all the seats it con-
tested in the elections 
to Urban Local Bodies 
(ULBs).

In a repeat of its per-
formance in the 2024 
general elections, the 
Jana Sena won all the 
seats allotted to it under 
the seat sharing agree-
ment among NDA part-
ners.

The Jana Sena won 
all the mayoral and 
municipal chairperson 
posts it contested to set 
a new record in munici-
pal polls.

Pawan Kalyan’s par-
ty, the second key party 
in the TDP-led coalition, 
bagged the posts of may-
ors of both Vijayawada 
and Eluru corporations.

The Jana Sena also 
won the posts of chair-
persons of all 14 munici-
palities and three nagar 
panchayats it contested.

The party not only 
registered victories in 
its Assembly constitu-
encies but also expand-
ed itself to other towns.

It succeeded in build-
ing the leadership by 
fielding those who came 
into the party fold from 
the Telugu Desam Party 
(TDP) and the YSR Con-
gress Party (YSRCP).

Former MLA Van-
gaveeti Radhakrishna, 
who joined Jana Sena 
only a few days before 
elections, has been 
elected as mayor of Vi-
jayawada.

Radhakrishna de-
feated YSRCP candidate 
Rayana Bhagyalak-
shmi by 1,30,872 votes. 
Radhakrishna secured 
2,65,888 votes, while 
Bhagyalakshmi polled 
1,35,016 votes.

Radhakrishna is son 
of Vangaveeti Mohana 
Ranga, a prominent 
leader who was killed 
by a rival faction in 1988 
while he was sitting on 
a hunger strike in Vi-
jayawada.

Radhakrishna was 
elected to the Assembly 
in 2004 from Vijayawa-
da East constituency on 
a Congress ticket. He 
unsuccessfully contest-
ed the 2009 Assembly 
elections as the candi-
date of Praja Rajyam 
Party, which was float-
ed by Pawan Kalyan’s 
elder brother and popu-
lar actor Chiranjeevi.

Jana Sena’s Reddy 
Appalanaidu has been 
elected as mayor of El-
uru Municipal Corpora-

tion.
In 2024 elections, the 

Jana Sena had won all 
21 Assembly and two 
Lok Sabha seats it con-
tested.

Like in the 2024 polls, 
the NDA made clean 

sweep in municipal 
elections.

Out of 100 ULBs for 
which elections were 
held, the coalition won 
94 ULBs. Its candidates 
were elected as mayors 
in 11 out of 13 corpora-
tions. It was leading in 
Ongole where the count-
ing of votes was taken 
up on Wednesday.

Opposition YSR Con-
gress Party could win 
only one corporation and 
three municipalities. 
As part of seat sharing 
agreement among NDA 
partners, the post of may-
or of Anantapur Munici-
pal Corporation was left 
for the BJP. However, 
YSRCP’s Ramesh Goud 
defeated BJP candidate 
Ajeesh Babu. (IANS)

SRINAGAR, NOV 4 
A day after Srinagar 
MP Syed Aga Ruhullah 
Mehdi announced his 
resignation, ending 
his 24-year association 
with the National Con-
ference (NC), the party 
on Wednesday accused 
him of helping the BJP 
successfully execute 
its "Operation Lotus" 
in Jammu and Kash-
mir.

Addressing the me-
dia here, NC legisla-
tors Salman Sagar 
and Sajjad Shaheen 
claimed that the BJP 
had succeeded in get-
ting Ruhullah out of 
the party, drawing par-
allels with the poach-
ing of MPs from other 
parties across the 
country.

"I say this with a 
heavy heart, not with 
happiness. The BJP 
has succeeded in get-
ting Agha Ruhullah 
Sahib out," Sagar said, 
alleging that the 'Op-
eration Lotus' used to 
make MPs leave their 
political parties had 
now reached Kashmir.

"The Operation Lo-
tus that operates in 
Parliament to make 
MPs leave their po-

litical parties has now 
been witnessed in 
Kashmir. With Agha 
Sahib's help, the BJP's 
agenda has been ful-
filled," he alleged.

Sagar said the de-
velopments were un-
fortunate for both the 
party and the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir, 
claiming that an organ-
ised effort was under-
way to weaken the NC 
and divide the people.

"There is an entire 
organised setup op-
erating behind this, 
aimed at dividing the 
people of Jammu and 
Kashmir," Shaheen 
said, questioning why 
new political parties 
were suddenly emerg-
ing across Kashmir. 
He also cited BJP na-
tional vice-president 
Ram Madhav, who had 
claimed that Ruhullah 
was holding the rally 
with the blessings of 
"their people."

Sagar also alleged 
that agencies were 
working to create divi-
sions within the NC, 
but maintained that 
the party would not 
split. Referring to re-
cent meetings among 
NC legislators, he said 

the differences would 
be resolved in the com-
ing days.

"Anyone who wants 
to become part of Op-
eration Lotus will ulti-
mately be humiliated. 
Whether it is an MLA or 
even someone like me, 
whoever joins hands 
with the BJP, works at 
its behest or maintains 
any association with it 
will face the same fate," 
Sagar said.

The two legislators 
rejected Ruhullah's 
criticism of the party's 
position on Article 370, 
Article 35A and reser-
vation, maintaining 
that the NC had con-
sistently pursued the 
restoration of Jammu 
and Kashmir's special 
status. (IANS/UNI )

22.84 lakh cases pending in Jharkhand SIR
RANCHI, NOV 4 
With only 26 days to go 
for the Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls in Jharkhand 
to be completed, a sub-
stantial number of vot-
er records are yet to be 
verified and updated.

Of the 59.53 lakh cases 
identified under the cat-
egories of "No Mapping" 
and "Logical Discrepan-
cy", only 36.69 lakh have 
been resolved so far, 
leaving 22.84 lakh cases 
pending.

They include 7.95 
lakh "No Mapping cas-
es" and 14.88 lakh "Logi-
cal Discrepancy" cases.

According to data re-
leased by Jharkhand 
Chief Electoral Of-
ficer K. Ravi Kumar, 
as of November 4, the 
state recorded 14,04,033 
"No Mapping" cases, 

of which only 6,08,618 
have been disposed of 
and updated on the ECI-
Net portal, representing 
43.35 per cent of the to-
tal.

As a result, 7,95,415 
cases in this category 
remain unresolved.

The performance has 
been comparatively bet-
ter in the "Logical Dis-
crepancy" category. Out 
of 45,49,961 such cases 
identified across the 
state, 30,61,159 cases, 

or 67.28 per cent, have 
been resolved. How-
ever, 14,88,802 cases are 
still pending verifica-
tion and correction.

Under the "No Map-
ping" category, election 
authorities verify re-
cords of voters whose 
names, or those of their 
family members, could 
not be linked to the 2003 
electoral roll.

"Logical Discrepan-
cy" cases involve scru-
tiny of inconsistencies 

between old and cur-
rent voter records, in-
cluding abnormal age 
gaps between parents 
and children or discrep-
ancies in family rela-
tionship details.

District-wise figures 
show that West Singh-
bhum has achieved the 
highest disposal rate in 
"No Mapping" cases at 
96.16 per cent, followed 
by Lohardaga (80.04 per 
cent), Deoghar (75.25 
per cent), Ramgarh 
(63.19 per cent) and 
Gumla (61.01 per cent).

In contrast, Giridih 
(19.52 per cent), Sahib-
ganj (21.03 per cent), 
Palamu (25.25 per cent), 
Pakur (28.86 per cent), 
and Ranchi (29.03 per 
cent) have recorded the 
lowest progress. (IANS)

Karnataka govt 
burdening people: BJP
BENGALURU, NOV 4
Karnataka Assembly 
Opposition Leader R. 
Ashoka on Wednesday 
accused the Congress 
government of pushing 
state transport corpo-
rations into financial 
distress by withholding 
Rs 5,650.95 crore in dues 
and burdening the public 
with steep bus fare hikes 
to cover up its adminis-
trative failures.

 Addressing a press 
conference, Ashoka said 
there would have been 
no need to increase bus 
fares if the government 
had cleared the outstand-
ing dues. Instead, the 
government had arbi-

trarily increased fares, 
imposing an additional 
burden on commuters.

He described the hike 
as worse than the Tughlaq 
regime and alleged that 
fares had been increased 
by as much as 40 per cent.

He said the government 
owed Rs 2,943 crore to Kar-
nataka Road Transport 
Corporation (KSRTC), Rs 
1,306 crore to North West 
Road Transport Corpo-
ration (NWKRTC), Rs 
1,019 crore to Bengaluru 
Metropolitan Transport 
Corporation (BMTC) 
and Rs 999 crore to 
Kalyan Karnataka Road 
Transport Corporation 
(KKRTC). (IANS)

Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge

AP Deputy CM Pawan Kalyan

Pawan Kalyan’s party, the second key 
party in the TDP-led coali  on, bagged the 
posts of mayors of both Vijayawada and 

Eluru corpora  ons.

TN CM urges 
students to 
aim high
CHENNAI, NOV 4 
Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister C. Joseph 
Vijay on Wednesday 
urged students to pur-
sue academic excel-
lence, develop self-
confidence and stay 
away from corruption, 
bribery and drugs, as-
serting that the future 
of the state depended 
on the achievements 
and contributions of 
its younger genera-
tion.

Addressing an educa-
tional awards ceremony 
at Neelankarai in Chen-
nai, Vijay distributed 
certificates and incen-
tives to students who 
had secured outstand-
ing marks in the Class 
10 and Class 12 examina-
tions. (IANS/UNI)

Over half of ‘No Mapping’ records yet to be verifi ed
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Two-child norm for contesting polls has lost relevance: SC
NEW DELHI, NOV 4 
The Supreme Court on 
Wednesday observed 
that India’s demo-
graphic landscape has 
undergone a signifi-
cant transformation 
over the past two de-
cades, and hence laws 
disqualifying individu-
als with more than two 
children from contest-
ing elections may no 
longer be relevant in 
the present context.

A Bench of the apex 
court noted that the 
country's fertility 
rate has witnessed a 
steady decline and has 
now fallen below the 
replacement level of 
2.1. It raises concerns 
about an ageing popu-

lation in the coming 
decades.

In view of this chang-
ing demographic reali-
ty, the court questioned 
the continued justifica-
tion for statutory provi-
sions that bar persons 
with more than two 
children from contest-
ing local body elections.

The observations 
came while the court 

set aside the disquali-
fication of Mangala 
Bhimrao, a former 
Sarpanch of Maharash-
tra’s Kakoda Gram 
Panchayat, who had 
been barred from con-
testing elections fol-
lowing the birth of her 
third child.

While allowing her ap-
peal, the Supreme Court 
decided to revisit its 

earlier position on the 
issue and referred the 
landmark Javed vs State 
of Haryana (2003) judg-
ment to a larger Bench 
for reconsideration.

In the 2003 ruling, a 
three-judge Bench up-
held the constitutional 
validity of provisions 
under the Haryana 
Panchayati Raj Act, 
1994, which disquali-
fied persons having 
more than two living 
children from contest-
ing panchayat polls.

The court pointed 
out that when the Ja-
ved judgment was de-
livered, India’s Total 
Fertility Rate (TFR) 
stood at around three 
children per woman, 

making population 
control a significant 
policy concern. How-
ever, demographic 
indicators have now 
changed substantially 
since then, with the 
TFR steadily declining 
across the country.

Noting these de-
velopments, the apex 
court said that a larger 
Bench will now deter-
mine whether such 
electoral disqualifica-
tion provisions remain 
constitutionally valid 
and relevant in a coun-
try where population 
growth has slowed sig-
nificantly, and concerns 
about demographic 
ageing are increasingly 
emerging. (IANS)

CM Naidu seeks Centre's 
aid for drought-hit AP

Four killed in gunfight between 
Naga groups in Manipur

AMARAVATI, NOV 4 
Andhra Pradesh Chief 
Minister N. Chandra-
babu Naidu on Wednes-
day conducted an aer-
ial survey of Guntur, 
Bapatla and Prakasam 
districts affected by the 
cyclone ‘Murasu’

He directed officials 
to take immediate steps 
to clear waterlogging in 
Karamchedu, Kothapat-
nam, Chirala, Chilakal-
uripet and Parchur.  

Later, in a review 
meeting at RTGS, the 
Chief Minister instruct-
ed district collectors to 
ensure that road traffic 
was not disrupted.

The officials in-

formed the Chief Min-
ister that heavy rains 
were continuing in 
tribal areas of Eluru 
district. The Eluru Dis-
trict Collector reported 
that minor irrigation 
tanks in some areas are 
overflowing.

Earlier, Chandrababu 
Naidu appealed to the 
Central Government 
to extend all possible 

assistance to Andhra 
Pradesh to address agri-
cultural losses and hard-
ships faced by people 
due to severe drought 
conditions in the state.

The Inter-Ministerial 
Central Team (IMCT), 
which visited the state 
to assess the prevailing 
drought situation, met 
the Chief Minister on 
Wednesday.  (IANS)

IMPHAL, NOV 4 
At least four militants 
were killed and another 
injured in a gunfight 
between rival groups in 
Manipur's Noney dis-
trict on Wednesday, offi-
cials said.

According to police, a 
heavy exchange of fire 
broke out early in the 
day between cadres sus-
pected to belong to rival 
Naga militant outfits, 
including the Zelian-
grong United Front-
Jenchui (ZUF-J) and 
the Zeliangrong United 
Front-Kamson (ZUF-K) 
at Taodaijang village in 
the Khoupum area of the 
Naga-majority district, 

an official said.
According to initial re-

ports, the gunfight con-
tinued for several hours, 
leaving three cadres of 
the ZUF-J and one cadre 
of the ZUF-K dead.

The bodies of the slain 
militants were recovered 
by local residents. Fol-

lowing the incident, lo-
cal residents, including 
women, went to the spot 
in an attempt to prevent 
further violence between 
the rival groups. They 
also used a public ad-
dress system to appeal to 
the cadres to stop firing, 
the official said. (IANS)

Kerala plans higher minimum 
wages under Labour Codes

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, NOV 4
Kerala is considering 
higher minimum wages 
and wider bonus benefits 
for workers as part of its 
proposed rules for im-
plementing the Labour 
Codes.

A draft report contain-
ing key recommenda-
tions was handed over 
to Chief Minister V.D. 
Satheesan by Labour 
Minister Bindu Krishna 
on Wednesday.

The proposals follow 
detailed discussions 
with trade unions and 
other stakeholders.

One of the major recom-
mendations is to change 
the family unit used to cal-
culate minimum wages.

The existing unit of 

three members is pro-
posed to be increased 
to five by including the 
worker's parents.

This would raise the 
wage calculation and 
provide scope for higher 
minimum wages.

The report also propos-
es bringing more work-
ers under the coverage 

of the bonus and other 
benefits.

This is aimed at ensur-
ing that a larger section 
of the workforce receives 
the benefits available un-
der labour laws.

Worker safety is an-
other major focus of the 
recommendations.

The committee has 
proposed free medical 
examinations for em-
ployees engaged in haz-
ardous and dangerous 
work processes.

It has also called for 
strict safety provisions 
for women working 
night shifts.

The proposed state rules 
will include safeguards to 
ensure their safety while 
allowing them to work 

during night hours.
The recommendations 

were prepared by a spe-
cial committee formed at 
a meeting chaired by the 
Chief Minister on Octo-
ber 22.

The meeting had de-
cided to involve trade 
union representatives 
in preparing practical 
suggestions for framing 
state rules under the La-
bour Codes.

The Labour Commis-
sioner headed the com-
mittee as its convenor.

The Law Department 
Additional Secretary, 
seven representa-
tives of different trade 
unions and Labour De-
partment officials were 
also members. (IANS)

Cabinet clears 
expansion of Fast 
Track Special Courts 
NEW DELHI, NOV 4 
In a bid to reduce the 
pendency of rape and 
child sexual offence 
cases, the Union Cabi-
net, chaired by Prime 
Minister Narendra 
Modi, on Wednesday 
approved the continu-
ation of the Centrally 
Sponsored Scheme 
for Fast Track Special 
Courts (FTSCs), includ-
ing exclusive POCSO 
courts, for another five 
years till March 31, 
2031, with a total finan-
cial outlay of Rs 3,788.04 
crore.  

The scheme aims to 
ensure speedy trials of 
pending cases relating 
to rape and offences 
under the Protection of 
Children from Sexual 
Offences (POCSO) Act, 
2012, while reducing the 
pendency of such cases 
across the country. The 
total financial outlay 
of Rs 3,788.04 crore in-
cludes a central share 
of Rs 2,353.15 crore and 
a State/Union Terri-
tory share of Rs 1,434.89 
crore. The central share 
will be funded from the 
Nirbhaya Fund.

Under the extended 
scheme, the govern-
ment plans to increase 
the number of function-
al FTSCs from the ex-
isting 779 to 850 across 
participating States and 
Union Territories, with 
additional districts to 
be identified on the ba-
sis of the pendency of 
rape and POCSO cases. 

Each court will have a 
dedicated judicial of-
ficer, a Special Public 
Prosecutor and six sup-
port staff to facilitate 
the expeditious dispos-
al of pending cases.

The initiative is ex-
pected to ensure faster 
trials and timely justice 
for victims of sexual 
offences, particularly 
women and children. 
It also envisages the es-
tablishment of Vulner-
able Witness Deposi-
tion Centres (VWDCs) 
and child-friendly court 
spaces to facilitate the 
recording of victims' 
testimonies without 
causing them further 
distress.

The Centre’s De-
partment of Justice 
will implement the 
scheme in coordina-
tion with State gov-
ernments and Union 
Territory administra-
tions. The functioning 
of the courts will be 
monitored through the 
FTSC Dashboard, peri-
odic progress reports 
and consultations with 
High Courts and State 
governments. (IANS)

India, Canada explore avenues to strengthen defence cooperation in capacity building
NEW DELHI, NOV 4 
India and Canada held 
the inaugural Defence 
Dialogue, exploring 
avenues to strengthen 
cooperation in capac-
ity building, military-
technical exchanges 
and defence industrial 
collaboration.

Joint Secretary (In-
ternational Coopera-
tion) in the Ministry of 
Defence, Amit Telang, 
and Assistant Deputy 
Minister (Policy) in 
Canada's Department 
of National Defence, 
Scott Millar, co-chaired 
the Dialogue. The two 
sides also spoke about 
regional and global is-
sues, the ministry stat-
ed on Wednesday.

"Building on the mo-
mentum of high-level 
engagements, both 
sides explored avenues 
to strengthen defence 

cooperation in capac-
ity building, military-
technical exchanges 
and defence industrial 
collaboration, while 
exchanging views on 
regional and global is-
sues," it added.

Last month, External 

Affairs Minister (EAM) 
S Jaishankar held a 
meeting with his Cana-
dian counterpart Anita 
Anand on the sidelines 
of the G20 Foreign Min-
isters’ Meeting in At-
lanta, discussing trade, 
critical minerals, de-

fence and energy.
During the meeting, the 

two ministers also dis-
cussed evolving geopoliti-
cal landscape and work 
ahead to advance compre-
hensive trade agreement.

“Just weeks after 
our discussions in New 

Delhi, I met again with 
S Jaishankar on the 
margins of the G20 in 
Atlanta. We exchanged 
perspectives on the 
evolving geopolitical 
landscape and discussed 
the work ahead to ad-
vance a comprehensive 

trade agreement and 
deepen cooperation 
on regional security,” 
Anand posted on X.

“The global economy 
is being reshaped, and 
Canada and India have 
an important role to 
play in what comes next. 
With renewed momen-
tum in our relationship, 
we have an opportu-
nity to expand trade, 
strengthen energy secu-
rity and build greater 
economic resilience,” 
she wrote.

In a statement, Global 
Affairs Canada said 

Anand “welcomed prog-
ress towards conclud-
ing a comprehensive 
economic partnership 
agreement by the end of 
the year,” and that the 
ministers “agreed that 
Prime Minister Modi’s 
visit to Canada in De-
cember will be another 
building block in the am-
bitious trajectory in the 
relationship between the 
two countries.”

In July, India and 
Canada agreed to en-
hance defence coopera-
tion, with discussions 
focusing on maritime 

collaboration, defence 
capacity-building and 
training. The discus-
sions were held during a 
meeting between India's 
High Commissioner to 
Canada, Dinesh K. Pat-
naik, and Canadian Min-
ister of National Defence 
David McGuinty.

"High Commissioner 
Dinesh K Patnaik met 
Canadian Minister of 
National Defence David 
McGuinty. Discussions 
focused on strengthen-
ing maritime coopera-
tion, advancing defence 
capacity-building and 
training, and deepen-
ing India–Canada de-
fence ties to advance 
shared commitment 
of promoting peace, 
stability, and stronger 
bilateral engagement," 
the Indian High Com-
mission in Canada had 
posted on X. (IANS)

DRI busts hashish 
smuggling racket 

MUMBAI, NOV 4 
The Directorate of Rev-
enue Intelligence (DRI), 
Mumbai Zonal Unit, has 
busted an international 
drug smuggling racket 
involving the conceal-
ment of hashish in an 
international courier 
shipment originating 
from New York, United 
States, and destined for 
Mumbai, officials said 
on Wednesday.   Acting 
on specific intelligence 
inputs, DRI officers un-
covered a sophisticated 
smuggling operation and 
seized 7.85 kg of hashish 
concealed inside a wood-
en-framed bathroom mir-
ror, officials added. Based 
on the intelligence, officers 
intercepted and examined 
a suspicious courier con-
signment at the Interna-
tional Courier Terminal in 
Mumbai. The package had 
been declared as a framed 
bathroom wall mirror. Dur-
ing a detailed inspection, 
officers dismantled the 
wooden cuboidal frame 
and discovered eight con-
cealed packets hidden 
within the structure.

Further examina-
tion revealed that the 
packets contained 169 
smaller packets filled 
with a blackish resin-
ous substance of varying 
weights. (IANS/UNI)

Pondy Govt Dental College 
bank account hacked

CHENNAI, NOV 4
In a major security 
breach, the bank ac-
count of Puducherry 
Government Dental 
College was hacked by 
cyber crime fraudsters 
and three months' sal-
ary of staff, amounting 
to Rs 8.5 crore was si-
phoned off on Wednes-
day.

Sources told UNI that 
the Puducherry Cyber 
Crime wing of the po-
lice has registered a 
case and are investigat-
ing after a formal com-
plaint was lodged.

The bank account 
of Mahatma Gandhi 
Postgraduate Insti-
tute of Dental Sciences 
(MGPGI), the premier 

government dental col-
lege in Puducherry, 
was hacked and Rs 8.5 
crore deposited as part 
of three months' salary 
of its staff was stolen on-
line by phishing.

The incident has sent 
shock waves among the 
staff and the adminis-

tration and the police 
are probing all angles 
to trace the origin of the 
crime. This is the first 
online fraud reported in 
the union Territory in 
the recent past follow-
ing which the govern-
ment has started a secu-
rity audit. (IANS/UNI)

V.D. Satheesan

3 months salary siphoned off 

"Building on the momentum of high-level 
engagements, both sides explored avenues 

to strengthen defence coopera  on in ca-
pacity building, military-technical exchang-

es and defence industrial collabora  on, 
while exchanging views on regional and 

global issues," it added.
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The restrictions imposed from November 1 on non-Delhi petrol and diesel vehicles 
below the BS-VI emission standard have brought renewed attention to the grow-
ing air pollution crisis in the National Capital Region (NCR). Vehicles from Guru-

gram, Noida, Ghaziabad and Faridabad have been affected by the 90-day restrictions, 
impacting more than a million vehicles. The move is aimed at reducing vehicular emis-
sions during the winter pollution season.

However, the implementation of the restrictions has also resulted in traffi c 
congestion at several Delhi border points, with queues extending up to fi ve ki-
lometres, particularly along the Gurugram border. The situation could become 
more challenging with the beginning of the working week and the approach of 
Diwali. It highlights the need to balance environmental objectives with the mo-
bility requirements of residents and commuters.

Despite its serious implications for public health, air pollution has received limited 
attention in the wider political discourse. While political parties continue to debate sev-
eral national and regional issues, the recurring pollution crisis in Delhi deserves sus-
tained attention across party lines. Environmental protection and public health must 
remain important elements of governance and policy discussions.

Winter pollution in Delhi-NCR is a complex problem involving multiple sources, in-
cluding construction dust, vehicular emissions, stubble burning and weather conditions 
such as falling temperatures. These factors combine to increase the concentration of 
harmful pollutants in the atmosphere. Although Delhi receives greater public and media 
attention, similar challenges affect other urban and industrial regions across the country.

The situation represents a classic example of market failure, as the environmental 
costs of pollution are borne by society rather than solely by those responsible for emis-
sions. The widespread and interconnected nature of pollution sources makes it diffi cult 
to address the problem through individual action or market mechanisms alone. This 
underlines the importance of coordinated government intervention, effective regula-
tion and cooperation among neighbouring states. The 90-day vehicle restrictions refl ect 
a command-and-control approach to addressing the immediate problem. While such 
measures may help limit emissions from older vehicles, their actual impact on overall 
air quality will need to be assessed through reliable data. A comparison of pollution 
levels between November 2026 and January 2027 and the corresponding period of the 
previous year could provide useful evidence on the effectiveness of the restrictions.

A sustainable response, however, requires more than temporary restrictions. Govern-
ment policies must encourage cleaner mobility, accelerate the adoption of electric and 
BS-VI-compliant vehicles, strengthen public transport and improve monitoring of in-
dustrial and construction-related emissions. Incentives for cleaner technologies, better 
urban planning and coordinated action by Delhi and neighbouring states can deliver 
more durable results than isolated enforcement measures.

The growing importance of Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) principles 
and sustainable investing also highlights the need for greater accountability. In 2022, 
the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) mandated the top 1,000 listed com-
panies to include Business Responsibility and Sustainability Reports (BRSR) in their 
annual disclosures. The initiative was an important step towards improving corporate 
transparency and encouraging responsible business practices.

India's private investment activity is showing signs of renewed momentum, refl ect-
ing growing confi dence in the country's economic prospects. A Confederation of 
Indian Industry (CII) analysis of nearly 1,200 companies found that private capital 

expenditure increased 67 per cent to Rs. 7.7 lakh crore in September 2025, compared 
with Rs. 4.6 lakh crore a year earlier. Private gross fi xed capital formation (GFCF) by 
non-fi nancial corporations also rose from Rs. 27 lakh crore in FY23 to more than Rs. 30 
lakh crore in FY25, indicating an expansion in investment activity.

However, corporate investment represents only one part of India's economic land-
scape. A broader understanding of economic confi dence requires examining the house-
hold and unincorporated sectors, which account for a substantial share of employment 
and economic activity. Household gross fi xed capital formation provides an important 
indicator of investment trends beyond the formal corporate sector.

According to National Accounts Statistics 2026, household GFCF stood at ap-
proximately Rs. 44 lakh crore in FY25, accounting for nearly 44 per cent of total 
gross fi xed capital formation. This was higher than the corresponding contribu-
tions of the government, fi nancial corporations and non-fi nancial corporations. 
The household sector includes individuals, proprietorships, partnerships, quasi-
corporations and non-profi t institutions serving households. Its investment esti-
mates are largely derived through national accounting methods using surveys such 
as ASUSE and the All India Debt and Investment Survey.

Household investment includes both residential construction and productive assets 
acquired by unincorporated enterprises. Since nearly 88 per cent of India's workforce 
is employed outside the formal sector and the unorganised sector contributed around 
44 per cent of Gross Value Added in 2022-23, these investments have considerable eco-
nomic signifi cance. Adjusted for infl ation, household GFCF has increased every year 
since FY23, suggesting sustained investment in physical assets across the economy.

Dwellings, other buildings and structures constitute the largest component of house-
hold GFCF, at approximately Rs. 33 lakh crore, followed by machinery and equipment. 
A signifi cant contribution comes from real estate, ownership of dwellings and profes-
sional services. This includes houses constructed for personal use, real estate activities 
and own-account construction. Since FY23, investment in this category has increased 
by around Rs. 4 lakh crore. However, residential investment and productive business 
construction must be distinguished while interpreting these fi gures.

Agriculture also offers important insights into household investment patterns. The 
unorganised sector accounts for approximately 98 per cent of agricultural GVA, making 
investment in this segment particularly relevant. Expenditure on buildings and struc-
tures could include irrigation facilities, borewells, reservoirs, land development and 
other infrastructure that supports agricultural productivity. Although aggregate nation-
al accounts data do not identify individual assets, such investments have the potential 
to improve farm resilience, reduce production risks and support rural livelihoods. The 
projected 7.95 per cent annual growth in India's agricultural equipment market during 
2026-2034 provides additional context to the sector's investment potential.

Trade, repairs and hotels constitute another important area of household capital 
formation, contributing signifi cantly to additions in buildings and machinery. These 
investments may refl ect expectations of rising demand and expanding business oppor-
tunities. The increasing contribution of intellectual property products to GFCF in trade 
and repair activities could also indicate greater adoption of digital platforms, logistics 
software and e-commerce services by unincorporated businesses.

The growing competition from quick-commerce companies has further in-
creased the importance of technology adoption among local traders. Initiatives 
such as ONDC's DigiDukaan, launched in February 2026, and the proposed 
DigiBazaar platform seek to improve the digital visibility and market access of 
neighbourhood shops and small vendors. Such initiatives can complement the 
government's broader efforts to strengthen digital commerce, support small 
businesses and create a more inclusive marketplace.

Delhi pollution crisis 
calls for long term 

Household capex strengthens 

India's growth outlook
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BHARTI MISHRA NATH

Karnataka's latest 
political contro-
versy has all the 

ingredients of a political 
thriller - an alleged sting 
operation, a former Chief 
Minister fi ghting to pro-
tect his reputation, alle-
gations of an intra-party 
conspiracy, an expelled 
Congress functionary, 
a serving chief minister 
facing questions about 
internal factionalism. 
And, then came the entry 
of a former chief minister 
from the opposition – 
bringing an entirely new 
dimension to the whole 
saga.

What began as an ap-
parent attempt to target 
former Karnataka chief 
minister Siddaramaiah 
has evolved into a com-
plicated political contest 
involving the Congress, 
the JD(S), and Union 
Minister H D Kumaras-
wamy. More importantly, 
it has once again raised 
uncomfortable ques-
tions about the methods 
politicians in Karnataka 
employ to weaken op-
ponents, settle internal 
scores, and gain political 
leverage. Sensational al-
legations, leaked videos, 
and competing narra-
tives rather than political 
debate have become the 
order of the day.

Also, with this diversion 
masterstroke, the Karna-
taka Congress has been 
able to divert attention 
from its own intra-party 
feud.

Until November 1, the 
principal question was 
whether the alleged sting 
operation was connected 
to the Congress's own in-
ternal power struggle. The 
emergence of Kumaras-
wamy's alleged connec-

tion has shifted attention 
towards the opposition 
and the possible political 
networks behind the cir-
culation of the video.

The political signifi -
cance of the develop-
ment lies in the fact that 
the police investigation 
has now brought Kuma-
raswamy's political circle 
into the picture. Bengalu-
ru Police Commissioner 
Seemant Kumar Singh 
recently said an accused 
had told investigators 
that a mobile phone al-
legedly used to upload 
the video was handed 
over to an associate at 
Kumaraswamy's offi cial 
residence in New Delhi. 
The police also said that 
this is an investigative 
lead, not proof of Kuma-
raswamy's involvement.

Kumaraswamy, pre-
dictably, has rejected the 
allegations and accused 
the Congress government 
of manipulating the in-
vestigation to divert at-
tention from the alleged 
masterminds.

His response has been 
to turn the spotlight back 
on Chief Minister D K 
Shivakumar, questioning 
his alleged role in the po-
litical developments sur-
rounding the circulation 
of videos involving his 
nephew Prajwal Revanna.

A purported sting, 
whether genuine or fabri-
cated, can damage repu-

tations long before the 
truth is established. The 
political consequences 
can be immediate, while 
the legal process takes 
months or years. The 
individual targeted is 
forced into damage con-
trol, party colleagues are 
compelled to take sides, 
and opponents gain an 
opportunity to exploit the 
resulting uncertainty.

Karnataka has wit-
nessed several such con-
troversies. The 2021 video 
controversy involving 
then BJP minister Ra-
mesh Jarkiholi resulted in 
his resignation. Jarkiholi 
subsequently accused 
Shivakumar of orches-
trating the operation, an 
allegation Shivakumar 
denied. The parallels are 
diffi cult to ignore.

The Siddaramaiah-
Shivakumar relationship 
has been a subject of po-
litical speculation since 
the Congress returned 
to power in Karnataka 
in 2023. The leadership 
arrangement and sub-
sequent transition have 
kept questions of power-
sharing, political infl u-
ence, and succession 
alive. Siddaramaiah's 
supporters have ex-
pressed concerns about 
his diminishing position 
since he relinquished the 
CM's post in May 2026. 
While Shivakumar may 
have fulfi lled his ambi-

tion of becoming the CM, 
he still has to navigate the 
expectations of a power-
ful faction within his own 
party.

The sting controversy 
threatened to turn these 
differences into an open 
confrontation. Sidda-
ramaiah took the mat-
ter to the Congress high 
command and even met 
Rahul Gandhi during his 
November 1 visit to Delhi. 
His demand was for a fair 
investigation, but the po-
litical subtext was equally 
signifi cant - he wanted 
the national leadership 
to recognise the impli-
cations of what he per-
ceived as an attempt to 
undermine him.

His son and Karnataka 
minister Yathindra Sid-
daramaiah had also al-
leged the involvement of 
Congress leaders in the 
controversy.

These allegations, com-
bined with the expul-
sion of former Karnataka 
Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee general secretary 
Krupa Alva (for her al-
leged involvement in 
sting operations target-
ing Congress leaders) on 
October 27, had made 
the affair increasingly un-
comfortable for the state 
Congress leadership. Alva 
was expelled for six years 
after reportedly failing to 
respond to a show-cause 
notice. Then came the 
Kumaraswamy develop-
ment.

For the moment, the 
focus may have shifted 
from the visible intra-
party feud, but it is sure to 
haunt the Congress again 
soon.

For the Congress, this is 
undoubtedly a more con-
venient political terrain. 
It can now argue that 

the controversy needs to 
be examined as a pos-
sible politically motivated 
operation rather than 
merely an internal party 
dispute. Shivakumar's 
government can point to 
the police investigation, 
while Siddaramaiah's 
supporters wait for the 
alleged conspiracy to be 
exposed.

However, there is an 
important distinction 
between a change in the 
political narrative and a 
resolution of the underly-
ing problem.

Kumaraswamy has 
denied wrongdoing, the 
police investigation is 
incomplete, and the al-
legations against various 
political fi gures remain 
subject to verifi cation. 
If subsequent evidence 
does not establish the 
suggested links, the Con-
gress could fi nd itself 
confronting the original 
questions all over again.

There is also a danger in 
treating the controversy 
as an opportunity to set-
tle political scores. If the 
investigation becomes an 
instrument for targeting 
political adversaries, its 
credibility will suffer ir-
respective of which party 
benefi ts from the imme-
diate headlines.

Ultimately, Karnataka's 
political class needs to 
introspect about political 
competition stooping so 
low. Recordings, counter-
recordings, anonymous 
disclosures, and allega-
tions of clandestine oper-
ations is not real politics.

Political parties need to 
draw a line between le-
gitimate political scrutiny 
and the deliberate manu-
facture or circulation of 
damaging narratives to 
secure an advantage.

NIKHIL PANDEY

The results of Uttar 
Pradesh's Legisla-
tive Council polls 

for fi ve graduates' and six 
teachers' seats, declared 
on October 29, held few 
shocks. Both parties fi n-
ished roughly where 
the pre-poll chatter had 
placed them. The BJP 
kept its tally of six. The SP 
grew from three to fi ve. 
It wrested the Lucknow 
graduates' seat from the 
BJP, took the Agra teach-
ers' seat from an indepen-
dent, and held both Va-
ranasi seats in the Prime 
Minister's own constitu-
ency. The BJP, in turn, 
captured the Gorakhpur-
Faizabad teachers' seat 
on the CM's home turf.

One thing is obvious 
from these polls: Uttar 
Pradesh is settling into a 
straight fi ght. In ten of the 
eleven seats, the BJP and 
the SP fi nished fi rst and 
second. In the eleventh, 
Gorakhpur-Faizabad, an 
independent pushed the 
BJP close. The BSP and 
the Congress did not fi eld 
candidates at all.

The results also suggest 
that 2024 was no accident. 
When the SP-led alliance 
won 43 of the state's 80 
Lok Sabha seats, many 
in the ruling camp wrote 
it off as a passing storm: 
anxiety over the Constitu-
tion, tired candidates, a 
listless cadre. Two years 
on, the SP's revival looks 

rooted.
But one thing is obvi-

ous from MLC polls: nei-
ther BJP nor SP has a clear 
lead. The fi ght is still on.

Plus, we should not 
read too much into these 
results: Only about 14.8 
lakh people were eligible 
to vote, around one in 
a hundred of the state's 
voters. They are a par-
ticular kind of voter, too: 
registered graduates and 
teachers, largely urban 
and salaried. No assembly 
forecast can be built on 
this. What it can show is 
the drift of an alert, opin-
ion-forming slice of the 
electorate, and that slice 
leaned a little further to-
wards the SP.

For the BJP, Chief Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath 
campaigned for the par-
ty's candidates in every 
one of the eleven seats, 
while the SP relied largely 
on local leaders. Nearly a 
decade into the job, the 

Chief Minister remains 
the BJP's most recogni-
sable face in the state. His 
pitch on law and order, 
welfare delivery, and Hin-
dutva is clear, and no one 
inside the party comes 
close to challenging him.

Combine Yogi's appeal 
with the BJP's election 
machinery, and we may 
have a winning formula. 
BJP seldom loses for lack 
of effort. No party in In-
dia fi ghts elections quite 
like it: booth committees, 
panna pramukhs, caste 
equations reworked seat 
by seat, and a readiness 
to change candidates or 
messaging the moment 
the ground shifts.

The SP has earned its 
celebrations, but the real 
battle begins now. The 
fi rst is the Congress. The 
partnership paid off in 
2024, when the Congress 
turned its share of tickets 
into six seats. Now the 
bargaining has turned 

sour. Congress wants well 
over 150 seats. The SP is 
said to be weighing an 
offer of 60 to 70. Posters 
claiming 200 seats have 
already caused embar-
rassment.

Akhilesh Yadav has to 
decide what the Congress 
really is for him. It can be 
an asset that helps consol-
idate Muslim votes, adds 
slivers of upper-caste and 
Dalit support, and lends 
national weight. Or it can 
be a drag that is adamant 
on fi ghting on seats it 
cannot win, as happened 
in Bihar. Akhilesh faces 
the risk of conceding too 
much to Congress.

But the most crucial 
question for SP is: can 
Akhilesh really expand his 
PDA coalition? Will Pan-
dits really vote for him? 
Can he offer enough seats 
to new PDA constituents 
to make SP overcome its 
Yadav-Muslim handicap? 
It's a tough balancing act.

Then there is the BSP. 
Mayawati says she will 
contest alone, has revived 
talk of Brahmin outreach, 
and has reviewed prepa-
rations across all 75 dis-
tricts. But a party that won 
206 seats in 2007 was re-
duced to one in 2022, with 
its vote share below 13%. 
Sitting out these polls fi ts 
a long pattern of absence. 
If she can stir even part of 
her Jatav base, she may 
hurt the SP more than 
the BJP. If she cannot, the 

two-horse race only hard-
ens.

The assembly election 
is still a few months away. 
In Uttar Pradesh, that is a 
long time. Ticket distribu-
tion, a seat-sharing spat, a 
fresh welfare scheme, or a 
single event or comment 
can each reset the mood.

Then, SIR is the other 
unknown factor this time. 
Will the "vote chori" cam-
paign fi nd resonance at 
the hustings? Does the 
SP-Congress alliance end 
up spending too much 
energy and time on an 
issue that may not mat-
ter much in the end? We 
don't know who is likely 
to benefi t from it: the BJP 
or the SP?

Like sports, winning is a 
habit in politics, too. Last 
week, Brazil's Lula da Sil-
va, now 80, trailed in the 
fi rst round and still won 
a fourth term in the run-
off. In Israel, Benjamin 
Netanyahu's Likud again 
emerged as the largest 
party, and his rivals can-
not reach a majority with-
out partners they have so 
far shunned. Established 
leaders backed by a dis-
ciplined organisation are 
hard to dislodge.

That is the BJP's edge 
in Uttar Pradesh. The SP's 
task is to prove that 2024 
marked the beginning of a 
trend rather than its high 
point. The council results 
say it has a case. They do 
not say it has won it.

Karnataka's sting operation saga - political 
rivalry or a battle of allegations?

Uttar Pradesh 2027: Can the BJP's
winning machine deliver for a third time?
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Cyber breaches expose S. Korea's digital risks
SEOUL, NOV 3 
A relentless wave of cy-
berattacks on South Ko-
rean banks, telecom op-
erators, businesses and 
government agencies 
has exposed growing 
risks to the country's 
digital economy, high-
lighting the need for 
stronger cybersecurity.

The scale and fre-
quency of the breaches 
have raised concerns 
that cyber threats could 
extend beyond personal 
data theft to disrupt fi-
nancial services, busi-
ness operations and in-
dustrial supply chains.

The latest series of 
security breaches has 
brought those concerns 
to the highest levels of 
government, reports 

Yonhap news agency.
Most recently, police 

have launched a pre-
liminary investigation 

into the online leak of 
personal information 
belonging to 168 indi-
viduals who traveled 

aboard the presidential 
aircraft during a trip to 
Europe in June, includ-
ing President Lee Jae 

Myung, the first lady 
and Cabinet ministers.

Following the inci-
dent, the foreign min-
istry said it is taking 
steps to reissue the 
passports of the presi-
dent and first lady.

The leak has raised 
fresh questions about 
how government agen-
cies handle sensitive 
information, prompting 
broader scrutiny of cy-
bersecurity practices.

On Tuesday, the 
National Intelligence 
Service (NIS) said it 
will launch emergency 
security inspections at 
some 2,100 government 
agencies nationwide, 
including central gov-
ernment ministries and 
local governments.

The spy agency also 
plans to conduct direct 
security checks on criti-
cal public information 
and communications 
infrastructure under 
its oversight, with the 
inspections expected to 
be completed by mid-
November.

The financial sector 
has also been hit by a 
series of breaches, ex-
posing the scale of the 
problem.

On Oct. 14, the Finan-
cial Services Commis-
sion (FSC) said cyber-
security incidents had 
been confirmed at 16 fi-
nancial firms, affecting 
approximately 100,000 
customer records.

The affected institu-
tions included com-

mercial banks, savings 
banks and credit fi-
nance companies.

Concerns deep-
ened on Oct. 28, when 
Daishin Securities, 
Mirae Asset Global 
Investments and cryp-
tocurrency exchange 
Bithumb reported sepa-
rate cybersecurity inci-
dents involving custom-
er information.

The threat is grow-
ing as hackers increas-
ingly turn to artificial 
intelligence (AI) tools 
to find security weak-
nesses and launch at-
tacks against multiple 
targets.

The recent incidents 
have highlighted the 
risks facing South Ko-
rea's highly digitalized 

economy, where finan-
cial institutions and 
businesses rely heavily 
on shared networks and 
online services.

A breach at a telecom 
operator, for example, 
could expose customer 
information used for 
banking and other online 
services, while an attack 
on a major cloud provid-
er could disrupt multiple 
businesses at once.

Experts say the risks 
also extend to South 
Korea's key manufac-
turing industries, in-
cluding semiconduc-
tors, automobiles and 
shipbuilding, which 
increasingly rely on 
connected factories and 
automated production 
systems. (IANS/UNI)

Oracle cancels Tencent AI Chip leasing 
deal following US pressure

NEW DELHI, NOV 4 
Oracle has reportedly 
canceled a multibil-
lion-dollar agreement 
to lease advanced ar-
tificial intelligence 
chips to Chinese tech-
nology giant Tencent 
after coming under 
pressure from the 
Trump administra-
tion.

The report by Fi-
nancial Times said 
US officials ap-
proached Oracle with 
concerns about the 
arrangement, which 
would have provided 
Tencent with access 
to a large number of 
advanced AI chips 
through Oracle's 
overseas data center 
network.

The move high-
lights growing scru-
tiny by Washington 
over China's access 
to cutting-edge com-
puting technology 
amid an intensifying 
technology rivalry 
between the two coun-
tries.

The deal, first re-
ported by the Finan-

cial Times last month, 
was estimated to be 
worth about $7 billion 
and was described 
as Tencent's larg-
est overseas leasing 
agreement.

Under the pro-
posed five-year ar-
rangement, Tencent 
was expected to gain 
access to around 
100,000 advanced AI 
chips housed across 
multiple Oracle data 
centers in Southeast 
Asia.

The chips were seen 
as a way for Tencent 
to bolster its AI ca-
pabilities despite re-
strictions that have 
limited China's direct 
access to advanced 
semiconductors.

Washington has im-
posed export controls 
on high-end chips and 
AI-related technolo-
gies, while Beijing 
has pursued policies 
aimed at strengthen-
ing domestic semicon-
ductor capabilities.

According to the 
report, Tencent has 
also faced pressure 

at home. Senior of-
ficials from Guang-
dong province, where 
the company is head-
quartered, reportedly 
urged the tech firm to 
support the use of do-
mestically developed 
Chinese chips instead 
of relying on foreign 
technology.

Reuters could not 
independently verify 
the report. Oracle, 
Tencent and the 
White House did not 
immediately respond 
to requests for com-
ment on the matter.

These chips are 
mainly needed to 
train AI models. Chi-
nese companies are 
using overseas com-
puting facilities be-
cause their domestic 
chips are not yet able 
to handle all these 
tasks. Although such 
overseas leasing deals 
are currently allowed 
under existing rules, 
US companies are fac-
ing increasing pres-
sure to limit their 
business with Chinese 
customers. (IANS)

Renewable energy capacity projected to reach 530 GW 
NEW DELHI, NOV 4 
India is rapidly 
strengthening its posi-
tion in global renew-
able energy markets, 
with the country’s ex-
panding clean energy 
capacity enhancing 
energy security, reduc-
ing dependence on im-
ported fuels and creat-
ing new manufacturing 
opportunities, accord-
ing to a new report re-
leased by the Interna-
tional Energy Agency 
(IEA).

Launched at the 
Bharat Renewable En-
ergy Summit in the 
national capital, the 
India Renewable En-
ergy Market Report 
2026 said the country's 

renewable power ca-
pacity has nearly qua-
drupled over the past 
decade, crossing 300 
gigawatts (GW) in 2026.

India is now the 
world's second-fastest-
growing renewable 
energy market and the 
second-largest manu-

facturer of solar photo-
voltaic (PV) modules.

The report noted that 
India achieved its tar-
get of sourcing 50 per 
cent of installed power 
capacity from non-
fossil fuel sources in 
2025, five years ahead 
of schedule, underscor-

ing the pace of its clean 
energy transition.

According to the IEA, 
the rapid deployment of 
renewable electricity 
has already delivered 
significant economic 
and energy security 
benefits. Renewable 
power generation 
helped India save more 
than $100 billion in coal 
and natural gas import 
costs between 2011 and 
2025. These cumulative 
savings are expected 
to more than double by 
the end of the decade.

The agency esti-
mated that without the 
solar, wind and bioen-
ergy capacity added 
since 2010, India's coal 
imports in 2025 would 

have been around 110 
million tonnes higher.

Looking ahead, the 
report forecasts India's 
renewable energy ca-
pacity to reach around 
530 GW by 2030, with 
solar PV accounting for 
more than 80 per cent 
of all new installations.

The growth trajectory 
is expected to keep the 
country on track to meet 
its broader non-fossil 
power capacity goals.

IEA Executive Direc-
tor Fatih Birol said In-
dia's renewable energy 
expansion is deliver-
ing major energy secu-
rity benefits at a time 
of heightened uncer-
tainty in global energy 
markets. (IANS/UNI)

Health Ministry aims to align Grade A microbial monitoring requirements 
NEW DELHI, NOV 4 
The government on 
Wednesday said it has 
proposed amendments 
to ‘Schedule M’ of the 
Drugs Rules 1945, to re-
vise the prescribed lim-
its for microbial con-
tamination in Grade 
A clean areas in accor-
dance with the World 
Health Organisation 
(WHO) guidelines.

Grade A areas are 
critical zones in ster-
ile pharmaceutical 
manufacturing, where 
exposed products, con-
tainers, and sterilised 
components are han-
dled.

Maintaining strin-
gent microbial control 
in these areas is es-
sential to ensuring the 
quality and safety of 

sterile pharmaceutical 
products.

According to Health 
Ministry, the proposed 

amendment aims to ad-
dress the existing differ-
ences between the mi-
crobial contamination 

limits prescribed under 
Schedule M and the cor-
responding WHO re-
quirements for Grade A 

areas, “thereby bring-
ing India's regulatory 
provisions in line with 
internationally recog-

nised standards”.
“The proposed revi-

sion will harmonise the 
Revised ‘Schedule M’ 
with WHO guidelines 
and further strengthen 
the regulatory frame-
work governing sterile 
pharmaceutical manu-
facturing in the coun-
try. It also provides 
for treating any micro-
bial growth detected in 
Grade A areas as a trig-
ger for investigation, in 
accordance with WHO 
guidance,” the ministry 
said in a statement.

Stakeholders and 
members of the public 
are invited to submit 
their objections and 
suggestions, if any, on 
the proposed amend-
ment to the Under Sec-
retary (Drugs Regu-

lation), Ministry of 
Health and Family Wel-
fare, or via email.

The proposed amend-
ment reflects the gov-
ernment's commit-
ment to strengthening 
quality standards in 
pharmaceutical manu-
facturing, aligning 
domestic regulatory 
requirements with in-
ternational bench-
marks and ensuring 
the quality and safety of 
pharmaceutical prod-
ucts.

On Tuesday, the 
Health Ministry pro-
posed changes to the 
Drugs Rules, 1945, 
aimed at enhancing ac-
countability and trace-
ability in pharmaceuti-
cal manufacturing by 
mandating the appoint-

ment of authorised per-
sonnel for batch release 
of drugs.

Under the proposed 
amendments, drug 
manufacturers seeking 
licences under the rel-
evant provisions of the 
Drugs Rules, 1945, will 
be required to nomi-
nate a suitably quali-
fied and experienced 
individual to undertake 
batch-release functions.

Manufacturers will 
also have to maintain 
prescribed records re-
lated to the release of 
each batch and issue 
batch-release certifi-
cates in a specified for-
mat. The ministry said 
the move seeks to ad-
dress a regulatory gap 
in the existing frame-
work. (IANS/UNI)

Aditya-L1 reveals solar eruptions expand asymmetrically
NEW DELHI, NOV 3 
India's first space-based 
solar observatory, 
Aditya-L1, has helped 
scientists uncover new 
details about the behav-
iour of coronal mass 
ejections (CMEs) ben-
eficial for space-weath-
er studies and thereby 
affecting satellites and 
communication net-
works, an official state-
ment said on Tuesday.

The statement from 
the Ministry of Science 
&amp; Technology said 
observations revealed 
for the first time that 
these massive solar 
eruptions do not ex-
pand uniformly as pre-
viously assumed.

These differences in 

CME expansion can 
affect its speed as it 
travels towards Earth 
causing space-weather 
disturbances.

Researchers from 
the Indian Institute 
of Astrophysics (IIA) 
combined observations 
from the Visible Emis-
sion Line Coronagraph 
(VELC) aboard Aditya-
L1 with data from NA-

SA's Solar Dynamics 
Observatory (SDO) and 
three-dimensional mod-
elling to reconstruct the 
full 3-D geometry and 
dynamics of a CME.

“The asymmetric 
shape of an early CME 
can have important 
implications for how it 
interacts with the solar 
wind and experiences 
drag during its propa-

gation through the 
heliosphere. Such ef-
fects can influence the 
CME’s speed and, ulti-
mately, its arrival time 
at Earth”, said Jayant 
Joshi of IIA and a co-
author of the study pub-
lished in Astrophysical 
Journal Letters.

Aditya L 1 satellite 
launched in September 
2023 is now operational at 
the Sun–Earth L1 point, 
providing continuous 
observations of the Sun. 
It carries 7 payloads, of 
which the Visible Emis-
sion Line Coronagraph 
(VELC), the primary 
payload, is an internally 
occulted coronagraph 
designed to observe the 
solar corona simultane-

ously in various modes.
The model was used 

to test how the CME’s 
orientation and un-
even sideways expan-
sion could produce the 
spectral structures ob-
served by VELC.

The researchers plan 
to use this technique on 
other CMEs, to recon-
struct their motion with-
out relying entirely on 
multi-viewpoint imaging 
from telescopes in space. 
This complementarity is 
particularly valuable in 
the lower corona, where 
CMEs evolve rapidly, 
and their motion along 
the line of sight cannot 
be obtained from imag-
ing alone, the statement 
noted. (IANS/UNI)
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FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
MADRID, NOV 4
Spain’s Transport Min-
ister Óscar Puente an-
nounced Tuesday that 
he is stepping down, six 
days after a high-speed 
train collision south of 
Madrid killed 69 people.

He made the an-
nouncement at the end 
of an hourslong appear-
ance before lawmakers 
about the crash — the 
second such deadly col-
lision this year involv-
ing Spain’s extensive 
high-speed rail net-
work.

“A transport minister 
in a country like Spain 
cannot remain in offi ce 
after two accidents of 
this seriousness in less 

than a year,” Puente 
said.

The Oct. 28 crash 
took place when a high-
speed train slammed 
into another that had 
stopped on the tracks. 
The chain of events 
that led to disaster 
started when the com-
munication system key 
to the functioning of 
the security system on 
the Madrid-Seville line 
went down. Central 
controllers in Madrid 
took over and gave the 
go-ahead for a state-
operated Renfe high-
speed train to proceed, 
even though there was 
a stationary train ahead 
operated by the com-
pany Iryo.

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
KYIV, NOV 4
Overnight attacks on 
critical infrastructure 
triggered power and wa-
ter outages across Kyiv 
and surrounding re-
gions Wednesday as res-
cuers combed through 
rubble in southern 
Ukraine, still searching 
for survivors three days 
after one of the deadliest 
attacks there in nearly 
fi ve years of war.

On Monday, multiple 
Russian guided bombs 
had slammed into a 
school and shelter in the 
village of Komyshuvakha, 
near the front line in the 
Zaporizhzhia region. Au-
thorities have confi rmed 
37 deaths and say some 
38 may still be trapped.

Moscow showed no 
signs of letting up its aeri-
al assaults elsewhere.

In Kyiv, Ukraine’s capi-
tal, residents were urged to 
use public drinking water 
fountains, and emergency 
centers were being hast-
ily set up in the worst-hit 
areas, offering hot tea and 
power points where peo-
ple could charge up elec-

trical devices.On Tues-
day, a large-scale Russian 
attack on power plants 
and substations across 
nine regions knocked out 
power in several areas 
in and around Kyiv. The 
state-owned electricity 
company Ukrenergo said 
Russia had struck energy 
facilities more than 20 
times in 24 hours.

North Korea fires multiple missiles toward East Sea

Indonesia detains 3 police generals suspected 
of wiretapping president Subianto

SEOUL, NOV 4 
North Korea fi red mul-
tiple missiles toward the 
East Sea on Wednes-
day, South Korea's Joint 
Chiefs of Staff (JCS) said, 
just days after it fi red 
nearly a dozen short-
range ballistic missiles.

The missiles were 
launched from the Son-
dok area in South Ham-
gyong Province early 
Wednesday, the JCS said, 
adding that further anal-
ysis of specifi cations 
was underway in coor-
dination with the United 
States.

"Our military is moni-
toring the North's vari-
ous movements under a 
robust South Korea-US 
combined defence pos-
ture, and maintains the 
capabilities and readi-
ness to respond over-
whelmingly to any prov-

ocations," the JCS said 
in a notice to the press, 
Yonhap News Agency re-
ported.

The missiles are be-
lieved to have fl own less 
than 300 kilometres, 
with authorities analys-
ing specifi cations of the 
launched missiles while 
leaving open the possibil-
ity that it involved a close-
range ballistic missile.

"It appears to be the 
Hwasong-11 Ra surface-
to-surface tactical ballistic 

missile," Shin Jong-woo, 
secretary-general of the 
Seoul-based Korea De-
fence and Security Fo-
rum, told Yonhap News 
Agency.

If confi rmed, it would 
mark the third time the 
North has launched a 
ballistic missile in just a 
week.

The North fi red around 
a dozen short-range bal-
listic missiles toward the 
East Sea from the Won-
san area on Thursday, 

less than a week after the 
South Korean military 
proposed military talks 
with Pyongyang over the 
inter-Korean border.

North Korean state 
media has reported that 
Pyongyang also tested 
a cluster bomb that can 
be mounted on tactical 
ballistic missiles on Sat-
urday. The South Korean 
military did not disclose 
its detection of the test.

Wednesday's launch 
comes as Kim Yo-jong, 
the powerful sister of 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-un, issued back-to-
back statements this week 
countering the outcome 
of a US investigation that 
blamed the North for the 
theft of more than US$6 
billion in cryptocurrency 
from Binance, the world's 
largest cryptocurrency 
exchange. (IANS/UNI)
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Indonesian police said 
Tuesday they had de-
tained three senior po-
lice generals suspected 
of illegally wiretapping 
President Prabowo 
Subianto and dozens of 
other prominent fi gures.

Asep Safrudin, head 
of the National Police’s 
Criminal Investigation 
Agency, said the sus-
pects were being in-
vestigated for illegally 
intercepting communi-
cations, accessing elec-
tronic systems without 
authorization and delet-

ing electronic data.
Police identifi ed the 

suspects as current 
Presidential Chief of 
Staff Gen. Listyo Sigit 
Prabowo, National Po-

lice Legal Division head 
Insp. Gen. Ahrie Sonta 
Nasution and Insp. Gen. 
Eko Hadi Santoso, a se-
nior instructor at the Na-
tional Police Education 
and Training Institute. 
All three were detained 
at the National Police 
headquarters detention 
center, Safrudin said.

“The suspects are al-
leged to have carried out 
nonprocedural or illegal 
tapping against the tele-
phone numbers of the 
president of the Republic 
of Indonesia, state of-
fi cials, political fi gures, 
media fi gures, commu-

nity leaders, NGO activ-
ists and businesspeople,” 
Safrudin told a news con-
ference at national police 
headquarters in Jakarta 
late Tuesday.

Neither Prabowo nor 
the three suspects have 
responded publicly to 
the wiretapping allega-
tions. A spokesperson for 
the Presidential Chief of 
Staff’s offi ce could not be 
reached for comment.

Safrudin said police 
had questioned 10 wit-
nesses and three expert 
witnesses, and inves-
tigators had seized 11 
mobile phones, an iPad 

and four fl ash drives as 
evidence in the case.

Police allege the un-
authorized wiretapping 
took place between 
2025 and 2026 — dur-
ing which Listyo held 
a position as National 
Police chief — with the 
suspects ordering wire-
taps without following 
procedures established 
under a 2010 National 
Police regulation. Sev-
eral telephone numbers 
were entered into the 
Lawful Interception 
Management System, or 
LIMS, without verifi ca-
tion, Safrudin said.

Spain’s transport minister 
steps down after rail crash

Russian strikes disrupt 
water and power in Kyiv 

US Midterms: Indian Americans record key victoriesEuropean supermarket 
fridges got hacked WASHINGTON, NOV 4 

Indian-American can-
didates registered 
victories in congres-
sional and state elec-
tions across the United 
States, while Democrat 
Dr Amish Shah led a 
closely watched House 
contest in Arizona and 
two prominent Indian-
American Republicans, 
Vivek Ramaswamy and 
Saritha Komatireddy, 
lost statewide races.

Among the projected 
winners were Pia Dandi-
ya in Florida, Suhas Sub-
ramanyam in Virginia, 
Pramila Jayapal in Wash-
ington state, Ro Khanna 
in California and Lieu-
tenant Governor Aruna 
Miller in Maryland.

Several Indian-Amer-
ican candidates also se-
cured victories in state 
legislative contests, 
while others maintained 

substantial leads as 
counting continued late 
into the night.

Dandiya, a former 
school principal whose 
parents immigrated 
from India, defeated Re-
publican Casey Askar 

in Florida's 22nd Con-
gressional District. She 
secured approximately 
52 per cent of the vote 
against Askar's 48 per 
cent, adding another In-
dian-American woman 
to the US House of Rep-

resentatives.
In Virginia, Demo-

cratic Congressman Su-
has Subramanyam won 
re-election from the 10th 
Congressional District, 
defeating Republican 
Dave Beckwith.

"The campaign is over, 
but the work is just be-
ginning. I look forward 
to working with our 
community to deliver 
change in Washington," 
Subramanyam said in a 
statement. 

In Maryland, Aruna 
Miller secured another 
four-year term as lieu-
tenant governor after 
Democrat Wes Moore 
won re-election.

On the West Coast, 
Democratic Congress-
woman Pramila Jayapal 
was projected to retain 
Washington state's 7th 
Congressional District, 
defeating Republican Ni-
rav Sheth.

In California, Demo-
cratic Congressman Ro 
Khanna won re-election 
in the 17th Congres-
sional District, defeat-
ing Republican Ritesh 
Tandon. Fellow Indian-

American Congressman 
Ami Bera led Republican 
Robb Tucker by approxi-
mately 60 per cent to 40 
per cent in the newly 
redrawn 3rd District, 
but that contest had not 
been called.

In Arizona, Indian-
American physician and 
former state lawmaker 
Amish Shah was lead-
ing Republican Jay Feely 
in the 1st Congressional 
District.

Decision Desk HQ 
showed Shah receiv-
ing 54.9 per cent against 
Feely's 43.2 per cent, 
with approximately 76 
per cent of the expected 
vote counted. No winner 
had been projected.

The contest, covering 
Scottsdale and parts of 
metropolitan Phoenix, 
could add another Indi-
an-American Democrat 
to Congress. (IANS/UNI)
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Mysterious cyberattacks 
on European supermar-
ket fridges have sent offi -
cials around the continent 
scrambling to fi gure out 
the cold, hard facts.

Supermarkets in a num-
ber of European countries 
reported this week that 
their fridges and freez-
ers warmed up after they 
were remotely taken over, 
resulting in tons of spoiled 
food at a total cost of mil-
lions of dollars (euros).

One Swedish super-
market said its fridges and 
freezers had been hacked 
and set to 50 degrees Cel-
sius (122 degrees Fahren-
heit). It’s a repeat of an 
earlier incident that struck 
refrigeration systems in 
hundreds of supermarkets 
and independent stores 
across France, Belgium 
and the Netherlands.

Supermarkets in at least 
half a dozen European 
countries, including Swe-
den, Belgium, Luxem-
bourg, Ireland, Italy and 
Estonia, reported prob-
lems on Monday.

It wasn’t just big chains.
The owner of a butcher 

shop in Athens told pri-
vate Greek Skai TV Tues-
day that someone hacked 
into the temperature con-
trol of a refrigeration unit, 
raising the temperature to 
150 degrees Celsius (302 
degrees Fahrenheit).

George Boubas said 
his employees who start 
their shift at 4 a.m. at the 
shop in the Kifi sia suburb 
fi rst noticed the problem. 
It took a technician two 
hours to wrest back con-
trol of the unit’s tempera-
ture settings, although the 
meat products weren’t af-
fected, he said.

Boubas said the techni-
cian told him that an area 
supermarket and a fast-
food restaurant experi-
enced the same issue.

He said they resorted 
to switching off the Wi-Fi 
connection to the refrig-
eration units to restrict 
outside access.

Experts said the cyber-
attacks were a reminder 
of the risks that come as 
more things get connect-
ed to the internet.

Freezers are emptied and frozen goods are loaded 
into shopping carts to be thrown away at ICA 

Kvantum in Sjöbo, Sweden.

Greenland approves security deal with Denmark and US 
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ILULISSAT, NOV 4
Greenlandic lawmakers 
on Tuesday voted to ap-
prove an agreement be-
tween the Arctic island, 
Denmark and the United 
States to strengthen se-
curity in the Arctic and 
North Atlantic after 
months of pressure by 
U.S. President Donald 
Trump seeking to control 
the semiautonomous 
territory of a NATO ally.

The trilateral deal 
paves the way for more 
U.S. bases in Greenland 
and eases tensions over 
Trump’s repeated calls 
for the vast island to be-
come part of the United 
States. The agreement’s 
goal is to bolster the 
U.S. military presence 
on Greenland but keep 

the self-governing is-
land under Danish con-
trol. It would still apply 
if Greenland eventually 
chooses independence.

Greenlandic lawmak-
ers voted 16-0 for the 
agreement, with seven 
abstentions, in the capi-
tal city of Nuuk.

Some 570 kilome-
ters (350 miles) north of 
Nuuk, Nukaaka Lund-

Mathaeussen hoped 
that the deal’s approval 
means the Trump ad-
ministration “got what 
they wanted.”

The U.S. president had 
previously said he would 
not rule out the use of 
military force to seize 
control of Greenland be-
cause he declared U.S. 
control of it to be vital to 
American national secu-

rity, though he also un-
derlined his support for 
Greenlanders determin-
ing their own future. He 
later backed down from 
any threat.

The White House had 
no immediate com-
ment on the vote, but the 
State Department said 
it “marks another major 
victory for American na-
tional security.”

“This administration is 
securing America’s strate-
gic interests in the Arctic, 
strengthening our nation-
al defense and ensuring 
this critical region remains 
free of adversarial threats,” 
it said in a post on X.

Trump, Danish Prime 
Minister Mette Frederik-
sen and Greenlandic 
Prime Minister Jens-
Frederik Nielsen signed 
the security agreement in 
September on the side-
lines of the U.N. General 
Assembly in New York.

Danish lawmakers are 
set to debate it later this 
month. The deal will “en-
ter into force” once the 
“necessary parliamentary 
processes of the Kingdom 
of Denmark, in conjunc-
tion with Greenland, 
have been completed.”

Despite the Greenland 
parliament’s approval, 
Lund-Mathaeussen said 
some residents on the 
island felt worried and 
powerless. “What can a 
regular guy like me do 
about the diplomatic 
engine?” the municipal-
ity worker said. “It’s a 
big machine, and being 
a small person here in 
Greenland — it’s hard to 
have any infl uences on 
those things.”

In expanding its mili-
tary presence on the is-
land, the agreement says 
Washington is to award 
contracts for goods and 
services related to set-
ting up, maintaining or 
dismantling such bases 
“to Greenlandic sources 
to the maximum extent 
possible.”
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Polish Prime Minister 
Donald Tusk said on Tues-
day that Poland success-
fully prevented what ap-
peared to be an attempted 
provocation on its border 
with the Russian exclave 
of Kaliningrad overnight.

He gave few details but 
said that “individuals with 
fl ashlights” had been ob-
served in the border area. 
The Polish guards pre-
vented any incident from 
happening.

Poland, NATO’s larg-
est member on the alli-
ance’s eastern fl ank, bor-
ders Russia’s Kaliningrad 
exclave to the north and 
Belarus, Moscow’s close 
ally, to the east. “Just af-
ter midnight, I received 
information from the bor-
der guards that disturbing 
movement had been ob-
served on the Polish-Rus-
sian border,” Tusk said.

The Polish police, work-
ing with the military, 
border guards and intel-
ligence services, have 
been carrying out addi-
tional activities recently to 
strengthen security along 
Poland’s borders with 
Russia and Belarus, in-
cluding near the Russian 
exclave of Kaliningrad.

On Tuesday, Tusk con-
fi rmed that a special op-
eration coordinated by 
the police was happening 
in the two border regions.

Tusk said additional 
police and other troops, 
including counter-
terrorism units, were 
recently directed to Po-
land’s north-east border 
regions.

Poland tightens 
security long 
Russian Border

Prabowo Subianto

 File Photo

Underground school lies destroyed after a Russian 
airstrike in Komyshuvakha.
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MUSCAT, NOV 4
Sohar Free Zone has 
been ranked fourth glob-
ally and named the best 
industrial zone in the 
Middle East for 2026 in 
the World Free Zones 
Awards, organized by fDI 
Magazine, part of the Fi-
nancial Times Group.

Sohar Free Zone also 
ranked sixth globally in 
AI readiness and tenth 
globally in post-invest-
ment services.

These rankings refl ect 
the competitiveness of 
the investment environ-
ment in Sohar Free Zone 
and its integrated sys-
tem that combines the 
port and the free zone, 
connecting investors to 
infrastructure, logistics, 
and global markets, thus 

supporting the establish-
ment, growth, and ex-
pansion of businesses.

The strategic location 
of Sohar Port and Free 

Zone on the Sea of Oman 
is one of its most promi-
nent competitive ad-
vantages, along with its 
maritime network con-

necting it to internation-
al markets and the trade 
agreements signed by 
the Sultanate of Oman, 
which provide investors 

with access to key mar-
kets in the GCC, Asia, Af-
rica, and Europe.

Dr. Raed bin Moham-
med Al-Rubaie, CEO of 
Sohar Port and Freezone, 
stated that investment 
decisions are now based 
on factors that extend be-
yond cost and location. 
Foremost among these 
are business fl exibility, 
rapid market access, a 
clear regulatory environ-
ment, and the ability to 
serve multiple markets 
from a single base. This is 
precisely what Sohar Port 
and Freezone is working 
to enhance through an 
integrated industrial and 
logistics system that em-
powers investors to con-
fi dently and effi ciently 
establish, operate, and 
expand their projects.

He added that the 
zone's focus is not limited 
to attracting new invest-
ments but also extends 
to building long-term 
industrial partnerships, 
supporting the growth 
of existing projects, and 
strengthening their inte-
gration with global value 
and supply chains. We 
view this recognition as 
an incentive to continue 
developing our services 
and enhancing Sohar's 
competitiveness, keep-
ing pace with the trans-
formations in trade and 
industry and achieving 
sustainable value for in-
vestors and the national 
economy.

For his part, Dr. Saeed 
bin Khalifa Al-Quraini, 
Director General of In-
vestment Sector Devel-

opment at the Public 
Authority for Special 
Economic Zones and 
Free Zones, stated that 
this recognition re-
fl ects the important role 
played by the Sohar Free 
Zone and the progress 
achieved by the Sultan-
ate of Oman in building 
an investment environ-
ment that combines 
clear and stable policies, 
competitive infrastruc-
ture, and integrated gov-
ernment support.

The Sohar Free Zone's 
ranking of tenth globally 
in post-investment ser-
vices refl ects its commit-
ment to providing a busi-
ness environment that 
supports investors at all 
stages of project estab-
lishment, operation, and 
expansion.
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Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Rashid Al Maktoum, 
Vice President, Prime 
Minister and Ruler of 
Dubai, has announced 
the results of the sixth 
cycle of the Global Star 
Rating System for Ser-
vices 2026. The Traffi c 
and Licensing Services 
Centre in Fujairah, part 
of the Ministry of Inte-
rior, achieved a 7-star 
rating, the fi rst ser-
vice channel to do so 
since the system was 
launched in 2011.

The cycle assessed 179 
service channels across 
27 federal government 
entities, making it the 
largest in the system’s 
15-year history.

Sheikh Mohammed 
said that improving gov-
ernment services and 

the customer experi-
ence will always remain 
a priority for the UAE 
Government, stressing 
the need to keep rais-
ing the effi ciency and 
quality of services and 
to adopt the best global 
practices in delivering 
them, so that they meet 
society’s aspirations 
and improve people’s 
quality of life.

He said, “Today, we 

approved the results of 
the latest cycle of the 
UAE Government’s Star 
Rating System, which 
measures the quality 
and progress of our ser-
vices through the eyes 
of the people who use 
them. This cycle cov-
ered 179 service chan-
nels across 27 govern-
ment entities, led by 
the Traffi c and Licens-
ing Services Centre in 

Fujairah with a 7-star 
rating. Our congratu-
lations to Lt. General 
Sheikh Saif bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minis-
ter of Interior, and the 
Ministry of Interior 
team on this outstand-
ing achievement.”

Sheikh Mohammed 
added, “We defi ned 
our vision for govern-
ment services years ago. 

We want services that 
match the fi nest hotels 
in hospitality, the best 
banks in accuracy and 
reliability, and airlines 
in speed and round the 
clock availability. We 
want a government that 
anticipates people’s 
needs, exceeds their ex-
pectations, and makes 
their lives easier and 
better.”

Mohammad Al Ger-
gawi, Minister of Cabi-
net Affairs, said the 
vision of Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum has created 
a global model for gov-
ernment services, one 
that puts people fi rst, 
judges government per-
formance by the experi-
ence of its customers, 
and turns service excel-
lence into a lasting insti-
tutional culture.
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The Council of Ministers 
reaffi rmed Saudi Arabia’s 
unwavering resolve to 
safeguard its sovereignty, 
security and territorial 
integrity, declaring that 
any threat or aggression 
against its national se-
curity or the safety of its 
citizens and residents 
would be met with a fi rm 
and resolute response. 
Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister Mohammed bin 
Salman chaired the Cabi-
net session in Riyadh on 
Tuesday.

The Cabinet reviewed 
the latest regional and 
international develop-
ments, underscoring the 

Kingdom’s continued 
diplomatic engagement, 
in close coordination 
with friendly nations, to 
reinforce regional securi-
ty, preserve stability, and 
advance the causes of 
development, prosperity 
and lasting peace for the 

peoples of the region.
At the outset of the ses-

sion, the Crown Prince 
briefed the Cabinet on the 
contents of the two mes-
sages addressed to Cus-
todian of the Two Holy 
Mosques King Salman 
and the Crown Prince 
from King of Malaysia 
Sultan Ibrahim Iskandar, 
as well as the message the 
Crown Prince sent to Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping. 
He also briefed the Cabi-
net on his phone calls 
with Korean President 
Lee Jae Myung, Presi-
dent of Romania Nicu or 
Dan, and Prime Minister 
of Spain Pedro Sánchez, 
alongside the outcomes 
of his reception of Jor-

danian Crown Prince Al 
Hussein bin Abdullah.

In a statement to the 
Saudi Press Agency fol-
lowing the session, Min-
ister of Media Salman 
Al-Dossary said that the 
Cabinet reviewed the out-
comes of Saudi Arabia's 
participation in meetings 
held under the auspices 
of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) and the 
G20. This was part of the 
Kingdom’s efforts to sup-
port multilateral action 
aimed at strengthening 
mechanisms for joint co-
operation across various 
fi elds, serving mutual in-
terests and benefi ts, and 
contributing to effective 
and sustainable solutions.
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The Ministry of Defense 
is committed to sup-
porting Kuwait’s cyber-
security system in line 
with the country’s vision, 
protecting sensitive data 
and keeping operations 
running, Assistant Un-
dersecretary for Support 
Services at the Ministry of 
Defense Dr Wael Nasser 
Hamoud Al-Sabah said 
on Wednesday. He was 
speaking at the opening 
of the 7th Gulf Conference 
and Exhibition on Cyber-
security Challenges, held 
under the patronage of 
Defense Minister Sheikh 
Abdullah Ali Abdullah Al-
Salem Al-Sabah.

The two-day event, 
held under the theme 
“Building capabilities 
and enhancing readiness: 
Innovation and gover-
nance”, is organized in 
cooperation with the 
Communication and 
Information Technol-
ogy Regulatory Authority 

(CITRA) and the Kuwait 
Banking Association 
(KBA). Al-Sabah said 
the ministry was setting 
frameworks and policies 
and ensuring compliance 
with national standards. 
He described cybersecu-
rity as one of the most im-
portant elements of na-

tional security as sectors 
go digital, and stressed 
the need to raise public 
awareness of cyber risks.

CITRA Chairman Dr 
Khaled Al-Zamel said 
strengthening cyberse-
curity requires moving 
beyond plans and poli-
cies to measuring how 
ready institutions actu-
ally are, with clear per-
formance indicators. He 
said government bodies 
in Kuwait had been hit 
by attacks, and that data 
breaches in the region 
cost an average of $8 mil-
lion this year, compared 
with about $5 million 
globally, with one in four 
breaches using artifi cial 
intelligence (AI).
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Türkiye is planning to 
unveil the Türkiye Indus-
trial Decarbonization 
Investment Platform 
(TIDIP) at the upcoming 
31st UN climate change 
conference (COP31) in 
the nation's southwest-
ern Antalya province.

Antalya will host 
COP31 on Nov. 9-20, with 
a primary focus on estab-
lishing complementary 
partnerships to support 
the new platform.

The new scheme was 
established through 
the joint efforts of the 
Turkish Industry and 
Technology Ministry, 
the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and De-
velopment (EBRD), the 
International Bank for 

Reconstruction and De-
velopment (IBRD) and 
the International Fi-
nance Corporation (IFC).

The investment plat-
form targets carbon-
intensive sectors, such 
as iron and steel, alumi-
num, cement and fertiliz-
er, with plans to mobilize 
over $6 billion by 2030 
and achieve an annual 
reduction of 20 million 
tons of carbon dioxide 
equivalent emissions.

The Climate Invest-
ment Funds' Clean 
Technology Fund has al-
ready provided $250 mil-
lion in initial funding to 
kick-start the initiative, 
while new fi nancial insti-
tutions are also expected 
to join the joint declara-
tion that will unveil the 
scheme at COP31.
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President Ahmad al-
Sharaa held talks Tuesday 
at the People’s Palace in 
Damascus with a delega-
tion representing several 
Chinese companies and 
business groups.

The talks focused on in-
vestment opportunities in 
Syria and ways to strength-
en economic cooperation 
and expand partnerships, 
particularly in industry, 
construction and recon-
struction projects.

The meeting was at-
tended by the ministers of 
energy, public works and 
housing, industry, and in-
ternal trade and consumer 

protection, as well as the 
presidential adviser for 
economic affairs and the 
director-general of the Syr-
ian Investment Authority.

The meeting coincided 
with the opening of the 
Syrian-Chinese Economic 
Development Forum at the 
Four Seasons Hotel in Da-
mascus.

The forum was orga-
nized by the Syrian-Chi-
nese Business Council 
in coordination with the 
Syrian-Chinese Center for 
Industrial Cities Twinning 
and in cooperation with 
the Syrian ministries re-
sponsible for the economy, 
industry, internal trade 
and consumer protection.

Oman: Sohar Free Zone named best industrial zone in Middle East, fourth globally for 2026

UAE announces star ratings for government services

Saudi Arabia vows fi rm response to 
any threat to national security

Defense Ministry committed to supporting 
Kuwait’s cybersecurity system

Türkiye to unveil major 

decarbonization platform 

Syria discusses 
investment opportunities 
with China 

Israel attacks towns, sets homes ablaze in southern Lebanon
FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
BEIRUT, NOV 4
Israeli forces shelled 
several areas in southern 
Lebanon and set homes 
ablaze Wednesday, the 
Lebanese National News 
Agency (NNA) reported.

Israeli forces set fi re 
to homes in the town 
of Haddatha in the Bint 
Jbeil district starting 
Wednesday morning, 
the agency said, without 
specifying the number 
of houses or the extent 
of the damage.

Artillery shelling also 
targeted the town of 
Baraachit in the Bint 
Jbeil district, as well as 
the town of Mansouri 
and Wadi Zibqin in the 
Tyre district, with no 
immediate reports of 
casualties.

In the Hasbaya dis-
trict, an Israeli drone 
dropped stun grenades 
near a group of farmers 
picking olives around 
Halta farm, on the out-
skirts of Kfar Shuba. No 

injuries were reported, 
according to NNA.

The agency also re-
ported Israeli drones fl y-
ing at low altitude over 
Beirut and its southern 
suburbs, as well as the 

Zahrani area in southern 
Lebanon. Heavy Israeli 
drone activity was also 
recorded over the Iqlim 
al-Kharrub region in the 
Chouf district of Mount 
Lebanon.
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The State Security Court 
held its fi rst hearing on 
Wednesday in the case 
involving the terrorist 
attack on the St. George 
Church in the town of 
Hamoud, Karak Gover-
norate.

The hearing took place 
in a calm and transparent 
atmosphere. The court 
heard the defendants' 
responses to the charges 
brought against them and 
decided to appoint law-
yers to represent them in 
accordance with the law.

Lawyer Amer Hussein 
Al-Halasa attended the 
hearing as a representa-
tive of the families and 
relatives of the martyrs.

On Tuesday, State Se-
curity Court Prosecutor 
Brigadier Judge Ahmad 
Talat Shahaltough an-
nounced that the court's 
Public Prosecutor's Of-
fi ce had completed all 
investigative procedures. 
These included hearing 
testimony from prosecu-
tion witnesses, collecting 
evidence from the crime 
scene, documenting the 
weapons and ammuni-
tion used in the terror-
ist attack on St. George 
Church in Hamoud, 
Karak, on October 23, 
2026, and interrogating 
the defendants accused 
of carrying out and par-
ticipating in the attack.

Committing terrorist 
acts using fi rearms and 
ammunition, in complic-
ity, on two counts, in vio-
lation of Article 7(b)(3) of 
the Anti-Terrorism Law 
and its amendments, in 
conjunction with Articles 
2 and 7(f) of the same law 
and Article 76 of the Pe-
nal Code.

Trial begins for 
suspects in Karak 
attack case

Mohammed bin Salman

 File Photo Yair Golan accuses Netanyahu 
of attempting coup 

Israeli opposition 
leader Yair Golan ac-

cused Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu on 
Wednesday of attempt-
ing a coup to remain in 
power after losing last 
week’s parliamentary 
elections.

Golan, who heads the 
Democrats party, de-
scribed developments 
in the last 24 hours as a 
serious warning sign for 
Israeli democracy.

“Netanyahu lost. He 
refuses to recognize the 
results, and he is trying 
to carry out a coup and 

seize power by force,” 
Golan wrote on US so-
cial media platform X.

He alleged that police 
arrested political activ-
ists without warrants 
and that the Shin Bet do-
mestic security agency 
attempted to question 
senior elected offi cials 
without presenting evi-
dence.

Golan also accused 
the outgoing govern-
ment of refusing to 
recognize the election 
results, saying the devel-
opments were intercon-
nected.
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Cabinet okays Rs 14,500 crore viability gap 
funding for grid-scale energy storage systems
NEW DELHI, NOV 4 
The Union Cabinet, 
chaired by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, on 
Wednesday approved the 
Viability Gap Funding 
(VGF) Scheme for devel-
opment of grid-scale en-
ergy storage systems, with 
a total fi nancial support 
of Rs 14,500 crore for the 
period FY 2026-27 to FY 
2030-31.

The scheme aims to 
support the development 
of 92 GWh of yet to be 
commissioned, energy 
storage capacity across the 
country. The scheme will 
support the creation of 
new capacities equivalent 
to 170 per cent of the pres-
ent-day Grid Scale Energy 

Storage System capacity in 
the country and help meet 
the required Grid Scale 
ESS capacity of 411 GWh 
by 2031-32, according to 
an offi cial statement.

The scheme marks 
a signifi cant step to-
wards strengthening 
India's power sector in-
frastructure, facilitating 

large-scale integration 
of renewable energy and 
ensuring reliable, afford-
able and round-the-clock 
power supply. It will also 
provide an impetus to 
domestic manufacturing 
of battery energy storage 
systems, reduce import 
dependence and enhance 
the country's long-term 

energy security.
The scheme envisages 

the development of 60 
GWh of Hydro Pumped 
Storage Plant (PSP) ca-
pacity, 30 GWh of Battery 
Energy Storage System 
(BESS) capacity, and 2 
GWh of capacity through 
alternative energy storage 
technologies, with a total 

estimated investment of 
Rs 97,600 crore. The VGF 
support will help improve 
the fi nancial viability of 
these projects and accel-
erate the deployment of 
large-scale energy storage 
infrastructure in the coun-
try, the statement said.

Energy storage capacity 
will be allocated through 
a tariff-based competitive 
bidding process. Public 
and private sector electric-
ity distribution companies 
will be eligible for VGF sup-
port for BESS and Hydro 
PSP projects, while proj-
ects based on alternative 
energy storage technolo-
gies will be implemented 
by public and private sec-
tor entities. (IANS/UNI)

Indo-German Energy Forum's 
to focus on green hydrogen

Centre clears Rs. 2,814-Cr 
mineral scheme

Sanmarg Group acquires Tehelka.com

NEW DELHI, NOV 4 
As the Indo-German En-
ergy Forum (IGEF) com-
pleted 20 years of bilat-
eral energy cooperation, 
German Ambassador to 
India Jasper Wieck said 
on Wednesday that the 
most exciting phase of 
the partnership still lies 
ahead, with India and 
Germany set to deepen 
collaboration in renew-
able energy, green hy-
drogen, and future-ready 
industrial value chains.  

The anniversary event 
in the national capital 
also highlighted green 
hydrogen as a key pil-
lar of the next phase of 
Indo-German energy 
cooperation.

Held under the theme, 

"Indo-German Energy 
Forum – Navigating from 
Past to Present, with Op-
timism for the Future", 
the event highlighted 
the forum's role in ad-
vancing collaboration in 
areas such as renewable 
energy, energy effi cien-
cy, grid integration and 
green hydrogen since its 
establishment in 2006.

The IGEF is jointly an-

chored by Germany's 
Federal Ministry for Eco-
nomic Affairs and Energy 
(BMWE) and India's Min-
istry of Power. Its work is 
guided by fi ve thematic 
subgroups focusing on 
thermal power plant 
fl exibilisation, renewable 
energy, energy effi ciency, 
green energy fi nancing 
and grid integration, and 
green hydrogen. (IANS)

NEW DELHI, NOV 4 
The Union Cabinet, 
chaired by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, on 
Wednesday approved a 
capex support scheme to 
promote critical mineral 
processing with a fi nancial 
outlay of Rs 2,814 crore 
over a period of fi ve years.

The 'Capex Support 
Scheme to Promote Criti-
cal Mineral Processing' 
aims to develop domestic 
processing capabilities 
in India to support value 
addition within the coun-
try, reduce import depen-
dence, and develop the 
value chain.

The scheme period is 
from FY 2026-27 to 2030-
31. Under the scheme, cap-
ital subsidy of 30 per cent 
of eligible investment will 
be provided for setting up 
four critical mineral pro-
cessing plants, compris-
ing two lithium processing 
plants (with a minimum 
capacity of 30 kt each) 
and two nickel processing 
plants (with a minimum 
capacity of 50 kt each).

The maximum capital 
support will be capped at 
Rs 500 crore per lithium 
benefi ciary and Rs 900 
crore per nickel benefi cia-
ry, respectively, according 
to an offi cial statement.

The statement further 
said that the selection of 
benefi ciaries would be 
carried out through a two-
stage process.

In the fi rst stage, appli-

cations shall be assessed 
for technical qualifi cation, 
and only technically quali-
fi ed applicants shall be eli-
gible to participate in the 
second stage of fi nancial 
bidding.

For each mineral, two 
benefi ciaries shall be se-
lected based on the least-
cost criterion -- the lowest 
CAPEX support sought 
by the bidders under the 
scheme.

The incentives will be 
disbursed in three tranch-
es linked to the achieve-
ment of specifi ed mile-
stones, said the Cabinet.

At present, India re-
mains substantially de-
pendent on imports for 
refi ned intermediates and 
high-purity materials, ow-
ing to the nascent stage 
of domestic benefi ciation 
and processing infrastruc-
ture for critical minerals, 
including lithium, nickel, 
and cobalt.

Domestic processing 
capacity for critical miner-
als remains limited, with 
commercial-scale projects 
facing challenges relating 
to high capital require-
ments, limited availability 
of suitable technologies, 
and constrained access 
to raw materials. Domes-
tic processing capacity is 
therefore imperative for 
maximising value addi-
tion, achieving import sub-
stitution, and establishing 
resilient end-to-end value 
chains. (IANS/UNI)

KOLKATA, NOV 4
Sanmarg Private Limited 
has acquired a 100 per 
cent stake in Tehelka.
com Private Limited, 
marking its entry into 
the magazine segment 
and adding to its pres-
ence in the digital media 
landscape, according to 
a company statement.  

The group, which pub-
lishes a prominent Hindi 
daily, said it plans to in-
vest further in Tehelka 
and intends to make 
the hitherto fortnightly 
magazine into a weekly 
publication and will con-
tinue to publish in both 
print and digital formats.

Sanmarg has made the 
acquisition from a group 
of investors who ac-

quired the entire share-
holding of Tehelka.com 
in 2017. These investors 
also successfully gave an 
exit to Tarun Tejpal and 
other minor investors. 
There have been no fresh 
litigations since their 
takeover. They also con-
fi rmed no involvement in 
any capacity of Tejpal in 
Tehelka or its operations, 
the press statement said.

Tejpal was earlier 
forced to step aside as 
editor after a sexual as-
sault allegation by a col-
league; he was later con-
victed and sentenced.

Sanmarg Group said 
it completed 100 per 
cent of the acquisition in 
October this year of Te-
helka.com from these in-

vestors, along with all as-
sets therein, both print, 
digital, and IP since 2017.

Arvind Chaturvedi has 
been appointed the new 
chief editor to head the 
publication.

The press statement 
also said that the erst-
while owner, Anant Me-
dia Pvt Ltd, will fi ght all 
previous litigations in 
which Tehelka was in-
volved. Anant Media also 
has the sole responsibil-
ity for the earlier guaran-
tees as well.

The press statement 
said that the lifetime 
subscribers of Tehelka 
shall continue to receive 
copies and digital sub-
scription access, as ap-
plicable. (IANS/UNI)

NEW DELHI, NOV 4 
Union Minister Nitin 
Gadkari on Wednesday 
announced that Toyota 
will launch a new ver-
sion of its Innova vehicle 
running completely on 
100 per cent bioethanol 
later this month, as the 
government pushes for 
cleaner and more cost-
effective alternatives to 
conventional fossil fuels.

Speaking at the 'Pow-
ering the Next Mile' con-
clave here, Gadkari said 
the vehicle is scheduled 
to be launched on No-
vember 26.

According to him, the 
model will operate en-
tirely on bioethanol in-
stead of petrol and will 
offer substantial savings 

for consumers.
"This month, on No-

vember 26, I am going 
to launch Toyota's four-
wheeler Innova, which 
will run entirely on 100 
per cent bioethanol in-
stead of petrol," he stated.

The minister said etha-
nol is currently priced 
at around Rs 75 per litre 
compared to petrol at 

about Rs 120 per litre.
He added that the vehi-

cle would generate nearly 
60 per cent of its power 
through electricity while 
running, bringing the ef-
fective operating cost 
down to the equivalent of 
Rs 25-30 per litre of petrol.

"The price of ethanol 
is Rs 75 per litre, while 
petrol costs Rs 120 per 

litre. This vehicle will also 
generate 60 per cent of its 
power through electricity 
while running. So, when 
calculated on an average 
basis compared to petrol, 
the effective cost will be 
equivalent to Rs 25–Rs 
30 per litre," the minister 
stated.

Gadkari said green, safe 
and inclusive technolo-
gies such as electric and 
alternative-fuel vehicles 
would benefi t both con-
sumers and the country 
by reducing fuel costs 
and dependence on con-
ventional fuels.

"This will result in sig-
nifi cant savings for con-
sumers. Regarding elec-
tric vehicles, I would like 
to say that this green, safe 

and inclusive technology 
will benefi t all of you as 
well as the country," Gad-
kari mentioned.

Highlighting the evolu-
tion of India's electric mo-
bility ecosystem, Gadkari 
said he had the oppor-
tunity to launch the fi rst 
electric two-wheelers pro-
duced by Bajaj and TVS.

At the time, manufac-
turers offered vehicles 
with a driving range of 
around 125 kilometres.

However, he noted 
that several startups later 
reduced battery capac-
ity to lower prices, al-
lowing electric scooters 
to be sold for around Rs 
70,000-72,000, though 
the range fell to about 70 
kilometres. (IANS/UNI)

MUMBAI, NOV 4 
The Reserve Bank has 
constituted a Technical 
Consultative Commit-
tee for Financial Markets 
(TCCFM), headed by RBI 
Deputy Governor Rohit 
Jain, against the back-
drop of rapidly evolving 
fi nancial markets and 
market infrastructure.

“The Committee will 
serve as a forum for struc-
tured engagement with 
market participants and 
stakeholders by the Re-
serve Bank on policy and 
operational matters re-
lated to money, govern-
ment securities and for-
eign exchange markets 
as well as the respective 
derivative markets and 
infrastructure,” accord-
ing to an RBI statement 
issued on Wednesday.

While Jain is in charge 

of RBI’s Financial Mar-
kets Regulation Depart-
ment (FMRD) the com-
mittee will have seven 
external members rep-
resenting banks, market 
associations, clearing 
institutions and fi nancial 
services fi rms. The com-
mittee will meet at least 
once every quarter.

The external members 
include Ananth Narayan, 
former whole-time mem-
ber of the Securities and 
Exchange Board of India 

(Sebi) and professor of 
practice at IIT Bombay; 
Shamsher Singh, chair-
man of the Fixed Income 
Money Market and De-
rivatives Association of 
India (FIMMDA) and 
deputy managing direc-
tor at State Bank of India; 
Neeraj Gambhir, execu-
tive director at Axis Bank.

Shailendra Jhingan, 
head of treasury and eco-
nomic research at ICICI 
Bank; Aditya Bagree, man-
aging director and head 

of markets at Citi India; 
Nand Kishore, managing 
director of Clearing Cor-
poration of India Limited; 
and Ridham Desai, man-
aging director at Morgan 
Stanley India are the other 
members. The commit-
tee’s terms of reference 
include examining issues 
related to the functioning, 
effi ciency, liquidity and 
resilience of the money, 
government securities, 
foreign exchange and 
related derivative mar-
kets. It will also identify 
measures to deepen and 
broaden these markets.

The panel will examine 
emerging policy and op-
erational issues affecting 
fi nancial markets, includ-
ing implementation of 
RBI measures and iden-
tifi cation of unintended 
market frictions. (IANS)

Gadkari announces bioethanol-powered Innova
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NEW DELHI, NOV 4 
Graphic design platform 
Canva will cut 1,271 jobs 
or about 22 per cent of 
its workforce as part of 
a major organisational 
overhaul aimed at posi-
tioning the company for 
long-term growth, Chief 

Executive Offi cer and Co-
founder Melanie Perkins 
said on Wednesday.

In a note to employees 
published on Canva's of-
fi cial website, CEO Per-
kins described the move 
as the hardest moment 
in the company's 13-
year history and said the 
company had decided to 
make signifi cant changes 
to its structure, team 

locations and future 
skill requirements after 
months of deliberation. 

The restructuring will 
affect 1,271 employees 
globally through role 
changes, relocations to 
centralised hubs and job 
eliminations. Canva said 
some teams would be 
consolidated while oth-
ers would see broader re-
sponsibilities. (IANS)

RBI sets up Technical Consultative 
Committee for financial markets
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The makers of direc-
tor Ashwath Mari-

muthu's eagerly await-
ed action entertainer 
'Dharman', featuring 
Superstar Rajinikanth 
in the lead, on Wednes-
day welcomed actress 
Sree Leela on board 
the unit of the film.

Raaj Kamal Films 
International, the pro-
duction house of actor 
Kamal Haasan which 
is producing the film, 
took to its social media 
timelines to welcome 
the actress on board 
the unit of the film.

It wrote, "She's got 
the spark. She's got the 
pataka. Welcoming the 
gorgeous @sreeleela14 
to DHARMAN. #Dhar-
man #KettaPaiyanSir

#SuperstarRajini-
kanth #KamalHaas-

an."
Director Ashwath 

Marimuthu too took 
to his X timeline to 
welcome the actress 
to the unit. He wrote, 
"Welcome on board @
sreeleela14."

Bollywood super-
star Salman Khan 

treated his fans to a 
new song, 'Teri Sexy 
Beauty', reportedly 
from his upcoming 
film 'Maatrubhumi', on 
Wednesday.  

The actor took to his 
social media account to 
announce the release 
of the track, which has 
been sung by him along 
with Muskaan.

Sharing a clip of the 
song sung by him, Sal-
man wrote, “Departure 
time 5:12 am…. Flight 
on time , 2 pegs down 
taking off with my sexy 

beauty… pata nahi ka-
haan mai land karoon 
#TeriSexyBeauty Out 
Now.”

In the video clip, 
Salman can be seen 
entering the recording 
studio and singing the 
song in his quintessen-

tial style.
Featuring Salman 

Khan in the promotion-
al artwork, the song 
announcement poster 
shows the actor wear-
ing headphones and 
smiling as he listens to 
the track. The poster 

carries the film's title, 
'Maatrubhumi', along 
with the tagline, 'May 
war rest in peace'.

According to the 
credits mentioned on 
the poster, 'Teri Sexy 
Beauty' is a Himesh 
Reshammiya musi-
cal, with Salman Khan 
and Muskaan as the 
singers. Sajid Khan 
has composed the mu-
sic and penned the 
lyrics, while Caesar 
Gonsalves has choreo-
graphed the song.

This is not the first 
time Salman has lent 
his vocals to a track. 
Over the years, Salman 
has sung many tracks 
for his films, including 
'Chandi Ki Daal Par' 
from 'Hello Brother', 
which marked one of 
his earliest singing out-
ings.

Ace director Sand-
eep Reddy Vanga 

on Wednesday hit 
back hard at trolls 
on social media who 
were looking to as-
sign blame to his films 
for the recent school 
incident in Raptadu 
in Andhra Pradesh, 
where a man with a 
chainsaw attacked 
two tenth standard 
girls inside their class-
room.

 Taking to his X 
timeline to register his 
thoughts on trolls who 
were blaming cinema 
for the heinous crime, 
director Sandeep 
Reddy Vanga wrote, 
"When someone com-
mits a heinous crime, 
the first response 
should be empathy 
and an attempt to un-
derstand the larger 

problem. Not finding a 
convenient scapegoat 
in cinema."

He went on to ob-
serve, "It is becoming 
increasingly clear 
that your concern is 
not for the victims or 
their families, but that 
you're using a horrific 
tragedy as a dirty ex-
cuse to settle your per-
sonal scores."

Vanga went on to 
specify whom his post 
was for. He wrote, 
"This is especially di-

rected at those failed 
frustrated jobless 
male/female actors, 
few directors, produc-
ers &amp; parasites, 
who suddenly appoint 
themselves as social 
reformers whenever 
an opportunity arises 
to take a dig at some-
one else's work. A 
tragedy deserves em-
pathy, not opportun-
ism. Learn the differ-
ence."

The incident had 
shocked the nation, 

with several people 
from across society 
expressing concern 
about the crime.

For the unaware, a 
Class 10 girl student 
was brutally attacked 
inside her classroom 
at Zilla Parishad High 
School in Raptadu of 
Anantapur district in 
Andhra Pradesh.

The student sus-
tained severe injuries 
to her face, head, and 
throat in the attack, of-
ficials said and added 
that the girl sustained 
deep wounds to her 
neck and abdomen, 
while her right hand 
was reportedly almost 
severed in the assault.

Another girl student, 
who attempted to inter-
vene and save her, was 
also seriously injured 
during the attack.

M.A.SALAM
Film Journalist

MADRID, NOV 4 
Bayern Munich dem-
onstrated their depth 
and resilience by se-
curing a 2-0 victory 
over Atletico Madrid 
in the UEFA Champi-
ons League, extending 
their unbeaten run 
in the competition 
despite arriving in 
Spain without several 
key players and head 
coach Vincent Kom-
pany.

Teenage forward 
Lennart Karl and Kon-
rad Laimer found the 
net for the German 
champions, who con-
trolled proceedings 
against Diego Sime-
one’s side to strength-
en their position in the 

league-phase stand-
ings.

Bayern’s prepara-
tions had been far from 
ideal, with Jamal Mu-
siala, Luis Diaz, Serge 
Gnabry and Ismael 
Saibari among those 
unavailable through 
injury. Kompany was 
also absent from the 
touchline after falling 

ill with a meningitis-
related condition. 
However, the visitors 
showed little sign of 
being affected by the 
disruptions.

Karl, who endured a 
difficult opening half, 
emerged as the unlikely 
breakthrough figure 
shortly after the inter-
val. The 18-year-old 

seized on a defensive 
lapse from Robin Le 
Normand, took posses-
sion away from the At-
letico defender and clev-
erly lifted the ball over 
goalkeeper Jan Oblak in 
the 54th minute.

The goal gave Bay-
ern the momentum 
they needed, and 
Laimer soon extended 
their advantage with 
a spectacular finish. 
Harry Kane, making 
his first European ap-
pearance since win-
ning the Ballon d’Or, 
spotted the midfielder 
in space and supplied 
the pass before Laimer 
unleashed a powerful 
effort into the roof of 
the net. (IANS/UNI)

NEW DELHI, NOV 4 
World No. 1 and defend-
ing champion Elena Ry-
bakina was handed a 
tough path to the knock-
out stage of the WTA Fi-
nals as the 27-year-old has 
been paired with Ameri-
can duo of Coco Gauff and 
Jessica Pegula and Wim-
bledon champion Linda 
Noskova in Group 1.

The event, which fea-
tures the top eight wom-
en's players in the world, 
are separated into two 
four-player groups that 
will face off in a round-
robin event, beginning 
on November 8 to deter-
mine four semifinalists.

The semifinals will 
be played on November 
14, and the winners will 

then face off for the title 
on November 15.

A first meeting of 2026 
between the last two ma-
jor champions, Rybakina 
and Noskova, is set to 
open the WTA Finals. Ry-
bakina, who fell to Aryna 
Sabalenka in the Indian 

Wells championship 
match in March, seeks to 
successfully defend the 
WTA Finals title for the 
first time since Serena 
Williams did it in 2013-14.

But the young Czech will 
be eager to make a state-
ment in her debut at the 

year-end championships 
after winning her first 
Grand Slam title at Wim-
bledon earlier this year.

The two last met in 
Wuhan in 2025, where 
Rybakina earned her 
third straight victory in 
the head-to-head, all in 
straight sets. Gauff won 
the WTA Finals in 2024 
and Pegula finished run-
ner-up to Iga Swiatek in 
2023. The pair were drawn 
into the same group at last 
year's WTA Finals, where 
Dubai champion Pegula 
prevailed in three sets. 
But Cincinnati champi-
on Gauff has won both 
of their 2026 encoun-
ters, in the Wimbledon 
quarterfinals and the 
Cincinnati final. (IANS) 

1st ODI: Kohli’s 74 powers 
India to 5-wicket win over NZ

ICC Rankings: Starc
 reclaims top spot in Test

AUCKLAND, NOV 4 
Veteran batter Virat 
Kohli struck a com-
manding 74 off 51 balls 
after Arshdeep Singh, 
Gurnoor Brar and An-
shul Kamboj's scintil-
lating bowling show as 
India beat New Zealand 
by five wickets in a rain-
affected first ODI here at 
Eden Park on Wednes-
day.

India’s ‘inexperi-
enced’ pace attack pro-
duced an impressive 
collective performance 
to bowl New Zealand 
out for 185 in 40.2 overs. 
In response, the visitors 
chased down a revised 

target of 143 in 22.4 overs 
to take a 1-0 lead in the 
five-match series.

India’s chase suffered 
an early setback when Ro-
hit Sharma was dismissed 
for a six-ball duck by Kyle 
Jamieson in the open-
ing over. Brief Scores: 
New Zealand 185/10 in 

40.2 overs (Tim Seifert 38, 
Blair Tickner 34; Arsh-
deep Singh 4-70, Gurnoor 
Brar 3-44, Anshul Kamboj 
2-22) lose to India 143/5 in 
22.4 overs, via DLS meth-
od (Virat Kohli 74, Shub-
man Gill 37; Jacob Duffy 
3-49, Nathan Smith 1-21) 
by five wickets. (IANS)

DUBAI, NOV 4 
Australia fast bowler 
Mitchell Starc re-
claimed the top spot in 
the ICC Test Bowling 
Rankings after an im-
pressive performance 
against South Africa, 
while India captain 
Shreyas Iyer moved 
up two places to sev-
enth in the latest T20I 
rankings released on 
Wednesday.

Starc climbed one 
place to overtake South 
Africa’s Marco Jansen 
after taking nine wick-
ets in the third and 
final Test of the three-
match series in Cape 

Town. The Australian 
left-arm pacer also 
achieved a new career-
best rating of 881 to re-
gain the No.1 position.

Starc had first reached 
the top of the rankings 
in August after ending 
India’s Jasprit Bum-
rah’s reign. However, 

Jansen took over the 
leading position follow-
ing his six-wicket haul 
in the second Test at 
Gqeberha. The South 
African managed just 
three wickets in the 
Cape Town encounter, 
allowing Starc to return 
to the summit. (IANS)

Bayern overcome injury setbacks to beat Atletico 2-0 WTA Finals draw: Rybakina to face Noskova in opener

PV Sindhu qualifies for 
BWF World Tour Finals

NEW DELHI, NOV 4 
India ace shuttler P.V. 
Sindhu has qualified for 
the BWF World Tour 
Finals, the Badminton 
World Federation con-
firmed on Wednesday.

The World Tour Finals 
will take place in Hang-
zhou, China, from De-
cember 9-13. Her familiar 
foes, An Se Young, Akane 
Yamaguchi, Wang Zhi 
Yi and Chen Yu Fei, are 
others to qualify for the 
year-ender tournament.

This will be Sindhu's 
sixth career appearance 
in the World Tour Fi-
nals and her first since 
2021. She had qualified 

for 2022 but withdrew 
due to an injury. She is 
the only Indian to win a 
BWF World Tour Finals 
women’s singles title 
when she defeated Ja-
pan’s Nozomi Okuhara 
in 2018. (IANS/UNI)

Bollywood seems 
to be undergoing 

a phase of constant 
threats. After the un-
fortunate firing inci-
dent involving actor 
Tiger Shroff, sources 
claimed that Bolly-
wood actor Ayush-
mann Khurrana has 
also received a threat-
ening audio clip.

The sources further 
revealed that in the 
audio, the person has 
claimed to be part of 
the Lawrence Bish-
noi gang. The sender 
of the audio clip has 
reportedly demanded 
crores of rupees.

The police shared 
that they are match-
ing the audio of the 
person’s claimed 
identity with the au-
dio of the accused 
whose name is al-

ready in the police 
records.

Meanwhile, the 
cyber cell is also re-
portedly tracing the 
number and location 
from which the mes-

sage was sent to Ay-
ushmann.

Recently, actor 
Tusshar Kapoor also 
reportedly received 
a threatening audio 
message, in which the 
sender claimed to be 
Harry Boxxer,

a member of the 
Lawrence Bishnoi 
gang, and demanded 
Rs 5 crore from the 
'Golmaal' actor.

However, as per the 
preliminary inves-
tigation, the audio 
might be fake.  The 
police are working on 
identifying the gang 
or individual send-

ing these threatening 
messages and creat-
ing fear.

In February, Boxer 
had also reportedly is-
sued similar threats to 
actor Ranveer Singh 
and filmmaker Rohit 
Shetty. However, as 
per reports, he was de-
tained by Immigration 
and Customs Enforce-
ment (ICE) officers in 
California.

Meanwhile, the 
Lawrence Bishnoi 
group also claimed re-
sponsibility for the at-
tack on Tiger Shroff, 
which took place on 
October 18 this year.
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Sadar Sammelanam celebrates 

self-respect of TG people: CM Revanth
Comprehensive land survey across TG to be 
completed by next year: Revenue Minister

TFP I SAUD SIDDIQUI
HYDERABAD, NOV 4
Telangana Chief Minis-
ter A Revanth Reddy on 
Wednesday said the Sa-
dar Sammelanam was 
not merely a festival of 
the Yadav community 
but a celebration of the 
self-respect of all the 
people of Telangana.

He said the State gov-
ernment had recognised 
the community's con-
tribution by declaring 
Sadar Sammelanam a 
state festival and sanc-
tioning Rs 5 crore for its 
organisation.

Addressing the grand 
Sadar Sammelanam 
held at NTR Gardens 
here, the Chief Minis-
ter said Hyderabad had 
developed with the co-
operation and contribu-
tion of the Yadav com-
munity.

Recalling the histori-
cal association of the 
community with the re-

gion, he said Golconda 
Fort was once known as 
'Gollamkonda', meaning 
the hill of shepherds.

He said the Yadav 
community had wel-
comed and embraced 
people who came to Hy-
derabad from different 
parts of the country. No 
previous Chief Minister 
had considered declar-
ing Sadar Sammelanam 
a state festival, and the 
present government had 
taken the decision in 
recognition of the com-
munity, he added.

Revanth Reddy said 
the government had 
conducted a caste cen-
sus in Telangana in a 
manner that could serve 
as a model for the coun-
try and was committed 
to ensuring due repre-
sentation for the Yadav 
community.

He cited the opportu-
nities provided to Anil 
Kumar Yadav as a Rajya 

Sabha member, Naveen 
Yadav as an MLA and 
Eshwaramma Yadav as 
a member of the Yada-
girigutta Temple Board.

The Chief Minister 
also said the govern-
ment was making ar-
rangements for the pro-
tection of cows at the 
goshala in Yadagirigut-
ta and would take fur-
ther measures to ensure 
that the Yadav commu-
nity received its rightful 
share.

Stating that the gov-
ernment was working 
to transform Telangana 
into one of the most de-
veloped States in the 
country, he sought the 
cooperation of the Ya-
dav community in tak-
ing forward major ini-
tiatives, including the 
Musi Riverfront devel-
opment, Metro rail net-
work expansion and the 
proposed Bharat Future 
City.

RJD leader and for-
mer Bihar Deputy Chief 
Minister Tejashwi Ya-
dav and TPCC Presi-
dent and MLC Mahesh 
Kumar Goud attended 
the programme as chief 
guests. The event was 
organised under the 
leadership of MP Anil 
Kumar Yadav and for-
mer MP Anjan Kumar 
Yadav.

Government Advi-
sor Hanumantha Rao, 
Mohammed Ali Shab-
bir, Minister Ponnam 
Prabhakar, public rep-
resentatives, Congress 
leaders and workers, 
and representatives of 
various Yadav commu-
nity organisations also 
participated. A large 
number of community 
members attended the 
celebrations, which 
highlighted the tradi-
tions, culture and unity 
of the Yadav commu-
nity.

TFP I FAROOQ KHAN
RANGAREDDY, NOV 4
Revenue, Housing and 
Information and Public 
Relations Minister Pon-
guleti Srinivas Reddy 
has said the Telangana 
government aims to 
complete a comprehen-
sive land survey across 
the state by next year 
to resolve long-pending 
land disputes and pro-
vide secure land records 
to farmers.

During a review meet-
ing on land surveys, rev-
enue, stamps and reg-
istration, and housing 
issues concerning the 
erstwhile Rangareddy 
district at the Medchal-
Malkajgiri Collectorate 
on Wednesday, the min-
ister directed officials to 
conduct the resurvey in 
the presence of farmers 

and address field-level 
disputes on the spot. 
The meeting was attend-
ed by Rangareddy dis-
trict in-charge Minister 
D. Sridhar Babu.

Ponguleti said the 
first phase of the survey 
would begin in selected 
revenue villages across 
districts. He instructed 
Tahsildars to visit sur-
vey villages regularly 
and RDOs, Additional 
Collectors and Collec-
tors to closely monitor 
the work, with senior 
officials visiting the 
villages at least once a 
week. The survey will 
address boundary dis-
putes, discrepancies in 
survey records and ac-
tual land possession, as 
well as issues involving 
patta and forest lands.

He said the govern-

ment aimed to provide 
every landowner with 
secure and comprehen-
sive land records and 
updated passbooks. Of-
ficials were directed 
to disclose pending 
applications and field-
level problems with-
out concealment so 
that suitable solutions 
could be initiated. He 
also warned of action 
against officials who 
deliberately mislead 
people or cause unnec-
essary hardship and 

called for a review of is-
sues relating to Section 
22-A that remain unre-
solved under existing 
government orders and 
memorandums.

MP Etela Rajender, 
MLAs Kale Yadaiah, 
Manohar Reddy, Arike-
pudi Gandhi, Bandaru 
Lakshma Reddy, Eerla-
palli Shankar and Mar-
ri Rajasekhar Reddy, 
along with other public 
representatives and se-
nior officials, attended 
the meeting.

TG's industrial GSVA grows 8.1% 
to Rs. 3.04 lakh cr: Sridhar Babu

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
HYDERABAD, NOV 4
Telangana's industrial 
sector registered 8.1 
per cent growth in 2025-
26, taking its Gross 
State Value Added 
(GSVA) to Rs.3.04 lakh 
crore, while merchan-
dise exports increased 
by 39.3 per cent, IT and 
Industries Minister D 
Sridhar Babu said on 
Wednesday.

Addressing the FIC-
CI Centenary Celebra-
tions and Telangana 
Deep-Tech Leadership 
Summit at ITC Ka-
katiya here, he said 
the State was devel-
oping infrastructure 
to emerge as a global 
deep-tech hub, with a 
focus on artificial in-
telligence, quantum 
technology, robotics, 
cybersecurity, semi-

conductors and ad-
vanced manufactur-
ing.

He expressed confi-
dence that Telangana 
could double its contri-
bution to the country's 
GDP from the present 5 
per cent to 10 per cent.

Sridhar Babu said 
13 lakh people were 
employed across the 
State's industrial eco-
system as of December 
2025. He called upon 
industry leaders, tech-
nology experts and in-
novators to help Telan-
gana manufacture 
high-value products 
for global markets.

Deputy Chief Min-
ister Mallu Bhatti 
Vikramarka said the 
government aimed to 
make Telangana a USD 
1 trillion economy by 
2034 and stressed the 

need for greater invest-
ment, testing facilities, 
certification infra-
structure and public-
private partnerships 
to promote deep-tech 
innovation.

The Deputy Chief 
Minister and Srid-
har Babu released the 
FICCI-EY report titled 
Telangana DeepTech 
Blueprint, which out-
lines strategies to po-
sition the State as a 
global deep-tech inno-
vation hub.

FICCI Past President 
and Apollo Hospitals 
Joint Managing Direc-
tor Dr Sangita Reddy, 
FICCI Telangana State 
Council Chairman 
V.V. Rama Raju, FTC-
CI President K.K. Ma-
heshwari and other in-
dustry representatives 
attended the summit.

Cabinet to discuss drought conditions, 
Global Summit preparations today

Minority institutions respond positively to 
Congress appeal for Graduate MLC polls

TFP I ABDUL RAHMAN KHAN
HYDERABAD, NOV 4
The Telangana Cabi-
net, chaired by Chief 
Minister A Revanth 
Reddy, will meet here 
on Thursday to discuss 
the prevailing drought 
conditions in the state 
and preparations for the 
Invest Telangana Global 
Summit 2026.

The meeting is sched-
uled to be held at 4 pm 

at the Dr B R Ambedkar 
Telangana State Secre-
tariat. The Cabinet is 
expected to review the 
drought situation, rain-
fall deficit and its im-
pact on agriculture, ru-
ral livelihoods, drinking 
water and other sectors.

It may also discuss 
measures to address the 
challenges arising from 
the prevailing condi-
tions. Preparations for 

the Invest Telangana 
Global Summit 2026, 
a key priority for the 
state government, are 
also expected to figure 
prominently in the dis-
cussions.

The meeting is also 
likely to take up draft 
bills, welfare schemes, 
development pro-
grammes and other im-
portant administrative 
matters.

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
HYDERABAD, NOV 4
Representatives of 
leading minority 
educational institu-
tions in Telangana re-
sponded positively to 
an appeal by Advisor 
to the Telangana Gov-
ernment and senior 
Congress leader Mo-
hammed Ali Shabbir 
to support party can-
didates in the forth-
coming Graduate MLC 
elections. At a meeting 
at his Jubilee Hills res-
idence on Wednesday 
evening, they assured 
him that they would 
consider extending 
support and encour-
aging their alumni to 
vote for Congress can-
didates.

The meeting, attend-
ed by AICC Secretary 
Sachin Sawant, TPCC 
Senior Vice-President 
Zafar Javeed and 
heads of nearly 15 mi-
nority institutions, 
discussed strategies 
to secure support for 
Sama Rammohan Red-
dy from the Mahabub-
nagar-Ranga Reddy-
Hyderabad Graduates' 

Constituency and 
Ramreddy Sarvotham 
Reddy from Warangal-
Khammam-Nalgonda.

Among those pres-
ent were Zafar Javeed 
of M.J. College (Sultan-
ul-Uloom); Mujahid 
Alam Khan of Anwar-
ul-Uloom College; Syed 
Basha Mohiuddin of 
Lords Engineering 
College; Mohammed 
Qayyum of Presidency 
College; Mohd Ghouse 
of Azad College of En-
gineering; Mohammed 
Habeeb of MRM Col-
lege; and Mohammed 
Anwar, Director of 
M.S. Junior College. 
Representatives of 
other minority insti-
tutions also attended. 
Candidate Sama Ram-
mohan Reddy was also 
present.

Shabbir Ali urged 
the managements to 
reach out to thousands 
of graduates associ-
ated with their insti-
tutions and appeal 
for their support in 
the elections. He said 
the extensive alumni 
networks of minor-
ity colleges could play 
a significant role in 
strengthening Con-
gress candidates' pros-
pects in both constitu-
encies.

Referring to the 
present government, 
Shabbir Ali said Chief 
Minister A. Revanth 
Reddy, who also holds 
the Education port-
folio, is committed to 
strengthening minor-
ity education, improv-
ing infrastructure and 
addressing institu-

tional challenges. He 
expressed confidence 
that the government 
would carry forward 
the educational legacy 
of Dr Y.S. Rajasekhara 
Reddy while expand-
ing opportunities for 
disadvantaged stu-
dents.

Shabbir Ali urged 
the managements to 
consider the Congress 
party's contribution to 
their institutions and 
communities while ex-
tending electoral sup-
port. He said the forth-
coming MLC elections 
offered an opportunity 
to acknowledge poli-
cies that had enabled 
generations of minor-
ity students to secure 
professional qualifica-
tions and better liveli-
hoods.

Farmers to get secure land records and dispute-free titles

Deputy Chief Minister Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka, IT and Industries Minister 
D Sridhar Babu at FICCI Centenary Celebrations and Telangana Deep-Tech 

Leadership Summit in Hyderabad.

TG simplifies fire 
NOC guidelines for 
existing educational 
institutions
HYDERABAD, NOV 4
Vikram Singh Mann, 
Director General of the 
Telangana State Di-
saster Response, Fire 
Services and Civil De-
fence Department, on 
Wednesday announced 
simplified guidelines 
for issuing Fire No 
Objection Certificates 
(NOCs) to existing 
schools and junior and 
intermediate colleges 
across the state.

The revised guide-
lines aim to address 
structural and infra-
structure-related diffi-
culties faced by existing 
educational institutions 
under earlier building 
norms while ensuring 
strict compliance with 
essential fire safety 
standards, emergency 
evacuation procedures 
and life-safety mea-
sures. 

The initiative is intend-
ed to ease compliance for 
educational institutions 
without compromising 
the safety of students, 
teaching staff and other 
occupants, officials said. 
(NSS)
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