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NAMAZ TIME
FAJAR 05:20 AM
IOHAR 01:30 PM
ASAR 05:00 PM
MAGHRIB  06:15 PM
ISHA 08:15 PM

13 HRS
10 MINS
RISE 05:42 AM
SET 06:52 PM
MOONRISE/MOONSET
<> 13 HRS
+ 52 MINS
RISE 05:31 AM
SET 07:23 PM
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INDIA WIN 20 MEDALS AT
WORLD ARMWRESTLING
CHAMPIONSHIPS

PAGE 5

INDIA HOSTS MAIDEN
BIMSTEC MARITIME
SECURITY EXERCISE
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MANIPUR HAS 36
COMMUNITIES, GOVT MUST

INTERESTS: CM
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Congress holds ‘public impeachment’ proceedings
to seek CEC Gvanesh Kumar's removal

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
NEW DELHI, OCT 31
Accusing CEC Gyanesh
Kumar of ‘“treason
against the nation and
Constitution”, the Con-
gress on Saturday de-
manded the “removal”
of the poll panel’s chief
at symbolic “public
impeachment proceed-
ings” organised at the
official residence of par-
ty president Mallikar-
jun Kharge.

The event, held at a
special set recreating
the interiors of Lok Sab-
ha including the Speak-
er’s dais, kicked off with
Kharge reading out a
set of six key charges
against Gyanesh Kumar
and moving a “resolu-
tion” for consideration
and passage during the
mock proceedings.

With former Lok
Sabha Speaker Meira

F’ﬁ LA

INDIA bloc leaders hold a public briefing on the proposed |mpeachment motion agalnst Chlef Electlon
Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar at 10 Rajaji Marg in New Delhi on Friday.

Kumar chairing the pro-
ceedings, Kharge said
the presence of Gyanesh
Kumar at the helm of the
Election  Commission
of India was a threat to
“impartial polls, democ-
racy and Constitution”.
The resolution men-

tioned six  charges
against the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner

(CEC) and alleged that

Gyanesh Kumar con-
spired to steal elections;
deleted 13.2 crore voters;
rewrote Form 6 without
Parliamentary approval;
seized the electoral rolls
through ECINET; shut
out the other two com-
missioners and acted at
the behest of PM Naren-
dra Modi and Home Min-
ister Amit Shah.
Attacking the govern-

ment for wrongly accus-
ing Congress leader Ra-
hul Gandhi of inciting
the youth, Kharge also
trained his guns on the
RSS for its alleged oppo-
sition to adult franchise
since the adoption of the
Constitution.

Kharge said, “We
want to save the foun-
dation of democracy
which is being threat-

ened by the BJP.”

The Congress Presi-
dent and Leader of the
House in the Rajya
Sabha also sought the
immediate cancella-
tion of the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner and
other Election Commis-
sioners (Appointment,
Conditions of Service
and Term of Office) Act,
2023.
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Quad unveilsAl,
minerals and
maritime plans

ATLANTA, OCT 31

India and its Quad
partners on Satur-
day outlined plans for
more than $85 million
in assistance to ex-
pand access to trusted
Al across the Indo-
Pacific, alongside a
US commitment of
$10 million for criti-
cal minerals recycling
facilities in India and
Southeast Asia.

The four countries
also announced a busi-
ness leaders’ forum,
plans to identify semi-
conductor supply chain

vulnerabilities and
new maritime coop-
eration activities. They
pledged to dismantle
cyber scam operations
and expressed concern
about economic coer-
cion and arbitrary ex-
port restrictions.

The announcements
came after EAM S Jais-
hankar, US Secretary
of State Marco Rubio,
Japanese Foreign Min-
ister Toshimitsu Mote-
gi and Australian For-
eign Minister Penny
Wong met in Atlanta.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

‘Who is meeting whom abroad’: PM Modi
warns of attempts to ‘d1v1de’ India

EKTA NAGAR, OCT 31
Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Satur-
day alleged that forces
seeking to divide India
were operating through
networks that included
foreign contacts and
support, and urged citi-
zens to identify what he
described as patterns
of activities aimed at
weakening the coun-
try’s unity.

Addressing the 'Rash-
triya Ekta Diwas' gath-
ering at Ekta Nagar
in Gujarat, PM Modi
said attempts are being
made to create divisions
among Indians and turn
citizens against one an-
other.

He accused such forc-
es of exploiting political
disappointment and us-
ing misinformation to
create instability.

“Who is secretly
meeting whom abroad?
Whom are anti-India
forces supporting? Who
is speaking the language

Prime Minister Narendra Modi greets people during
Rashtriya Ekta Diwas celebrations in Kevadia

of India’s enemies? We
must recognise all these
patterns,” he said.

The Prime Minis-
ter called for a united
response to what he
described as "conspira-
cies" to divide the coun-
try. He also expressed
concern over the use of
social media as a tool
to spread rumours and
damage India’s image.

“The way social me-
dia is being used as a
weapon, rumours are

being spread, and at-
tempts are being made
to tarnish India’s image
— citizens will have to
deal with these togeth-
er,” he said.

PM Modi’s remarks
came as part of a wider
appeal for national unity
amid what he described
as a period of global
instability, marked by
wars, economic diffi-
culties, resource short-
ages and disruptions in
global supply chains.

He said, "India’s unity
had helped it withstand
external challenges, in-
cluding the recent glob-
al energy crisis."

According to the
Prime Minister, while
India is working to find
solutions to external
pressures, some forces
within the country were
attempting to create in-
stability through misin-
formation.

"Citizens had re-
mained united with the
nation during the diffi-
cult period. The collec-
tive resolve is one of In-
dia's greatest strengths,"
he added.

The Prime Minister
also accused the Oppo-
sition of moving away
from its democratic
responsibility and be-
coming an obstruction
to development, adding
that attempts to under-
mine constitutional
values and national
unity needed to be rec-
ognised. (IANS/UNI)

ISRO launches
next-gen
satellite

NEW DELHI, OCT 31

The Indian Space
Research Organisa-
tion (ISRO) on Friday
launched India's next-
generation navigation
satellite, NVS-03, aboard
the Geosynchronous
Satellite Launch Vehi-
cle, GSLV-F18 rocket.

The launch took place
at 11:51 pm at Satish
Dhawan Space Centre
in Sriharikota, Andhra
Pradesh. "GSLV-F18
carrying NVS-03 lifts
off from Satish Dhawan
Space Centre, SHAR, Sri-
harikota," India's space
agency ISRO said on X.

“Liftoff of GSLV-F18
carrying NVS-03 at 11:51
PM IST from Second
Launch Pad, SHAR!
ISRO's rescue mission
for NavIC is now under-
way,” it added.

The 50-metre-tall,
three-stage = GSLV-F18
rocket lifted off with the
2,232 kg NVS-03 satellite,
aiming to deploy it into
a (GTO). TANS)

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
LUCKNOW, OCT 31
The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on
Saturday arrested se-
nior Samajwadi Party
leader and former
MP Azam Khan out-
side Rampur district
jail, moments after he
was released follow-
ing nearly 11 months
in custody. His son,
Abdullah Azam, was
also released and left
for home. ED officials
questioned Khan out-
side the prison be-
fore taking him into
custody, with around
24 CRPF personnel
deployed at the spot
amid a gathering of
his supporters.
Reacting to his ar-
rest, Khan said, "What
more can I say now?
This is the punish-
ment for being a Mus-
lim. The mistake is
that a Muslim built
a university. That is
our crime." His ar-

Azam Khan

rest came after the
Allahabad High Court
granted bail to him
and Abdullah and
suspended their sen-
tences in the dual PAN
card case on October
29, while declining to
stay their convictions.
Their disqualification
from contesting elec-
tions, therefore, re-
mains in force.
According to agency
sources, Khan was ar-
rested in connection
with a 2019 Enforce-
ment Case Informa-
tion Report (ECIR)

Days after High Court relief, ED arrests
Azam Khan in monev laundering case

registered under the
Prevention of Mon-
ey Laundering Act
(PMLA). The case re-
lates to alleged finan-
cial irregularities and
land-grabbing, includ-
ing matters linked to
the Maulana Moham-
mad Ali Jauhar Trust
and the university es-
tablished by it. He is
likely to be produced
before a court in Gha-
ziabad, sources said.
During questioning,
Khan reportedly had a
heated exchange with
ED officials.

Rampur jail super-
intendent Rajesh Ya-
dav confirmed that the
jail authorities had re-
ceived release orders
in 50 cases involving
Azam Khan and 40
cases involving Abdul-
lah. While both were
released from the jail,
the ED took Khan into
custody in the sepa-
rate money-launder-
ing case.

CARTOON CAROUSEL

VOTE CHORI
CONTROVERSY

10th class student hacked with
hacksaw machine in classroom

ANANTAPUR, OCT 31

In a gruesome incident,
a 10 th Class girl stu-

dent was hacked with
a hacksaw machine in
her classroom at Rap-
tadu village of the dis-
trict on Saturday and
she was battling for life
in the government hos-
pital.

Police said that the
victim Gopika Lakshmi
(14) was studying 10 th
class at ZP High School.
When she was in her
classroom, a miscre-
ant attacked her with
a hacksaw machine,

which is used to cut
trees. The victim suf-
fered severe injuries on
face and hand.

The profusely bleed-
ing victim was taken to
a nearby hospital and
later she was admitted
to the Government hos-
pital where her condi-
tion is said to be very
critical. Another girl
student also suffered in-
juries when she went to
rescue the victim Gopi-
ka Lakshmi.

The school teach-
ers and students were
shocked with the inci-

dent. After attacking
the girl, the miscreant
fled the scene leaving

the hacksaw machine
there. The police of-
ficials rushed to the
school and launched a
massive search for the
miscreants.

The police began an
investigation on why
the miscreants attacked
the girl with a hacksaw
machine. The incident
sent shockwaves in the
school and the local-
ity. The panic stricken
parents rushed to the
school. (IANS/UNI)

Government of India Accounts
April-September 2026-27

Total Receipts

3 18,35,422 crore
(50.3% of Budget Estimates

for 2026-27) Non-Tax

Revenue
7 4,80,132
crore

Tax Revenue

312,716,088
crore

Non-Debt Capital Receipts:
% 78,602 crore

Total Expenditure

3 25,49,835 crore
(47.7% of Budget Estimates
for 2026-27)

Revenue Account

718,95,288 crore

Capital Account
% 6,954,541 crore

% 6,99,409 crore transferred to states
as devolution of share of taxes

Figures are Provisional
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HYDERABAD, OCT 31
Agriculture Minister
Tummala Nageswara
Rao on Saturday dis-
missed opposition
allegations that the
State government had
declared a “crop holi-
day” and urged farm-
ers not to be misled by
political campaigns.

In an official state-
ment, the Minister
said the government
had been implement-
ing proactive climate-
planning measures
over the past six
months to protect
farmers from potential
losses arising from the
global El Nifio phe-
nomenon.

Anticipating pos-

REPRESENTATIVE IMAGE

TELANGANA

HYDERABAD www.thefreedompress.in

Agriculture Minister dismisses claims of ‘Crop Holiday'

sible water short-
ages, the Agriculture
Department had pre-
pared an action plan
promoting alternative,
rain-fed and integrat-
ed crops to minimise

the risk of crop failure
at later stages.
Tummala said El
Nino was a global
weather phenomenon
that could affect rain-
fall and groundwater

levels. He clarified
that the government
was not restricting cul-
tivation but encourag-
ing farmers to take up
less  water-intensive
alternative crops to

safeguard their invest-
ments.

Field-level sur-
veys are underway
in drought-affected
mandals to assess crop
losses, while officials
have been directed to
provide farmers with
timely guidance.

The Telangana gov-
ernment has declared
365 mandals across 31
districts as drought-
affected for Kharif
2026 due to severe
rainfall deficits driven
by strengthening El
Nifio conditions. The
state recorded a 17%
overall deficit (615.5
mm received against
the normal 740.6 mm)
during the Southwest
Monsoon. (NSS)

Mahabubnagar Collector launches ‘Future
Readiness Programme’ in 26 Govt Schools

TFP 1 AHAD SIDDIQUI

MAHABUBNAGAR, OCT 31
Mahabubnagar Dis-
trict Collector Khush-
boo Gupta, IAS on
Saturday launched the
'Foundation of Future
Readiness Programme'

in 26 government
schools across Ma-
habubnagar  district

to equip students with
essential 21st-century
skills beyond academic
learning.

The initiative will
focus on communica-
tion, creative and criti-
cal thinking, financial
literacy and career
planning through
four components —
Young Orators Club,
Think and Make, Sva-
tah and Future Dots.
The programme will
cover nine Zilla Pari-
shad High Schools
and 15 Kasturba Gan-
dhi Balika Vidyalayas

(KGBVs).
ing the programme
handbook at the Col-
lectorate, Gupta said
academic marks alone

Unveil-

were not sufficient
for future success and
stressed the need to de-
velop practical skKills,
problem-solving abili-
ties and career aware-
ness to meet changing
employment require-
ments.

Young Orators Club
will promote English
communication and
public speaking, rep-

resented by Keerthana
Vepa, while Think and
Make, represented by
Nagesh, will encour-
age creativity and in-
dependent thinking.
Svatah, represented by
Santhosh Dinne and
Yuvraj Sakkur, will
focus on financial lit-
eracy and money man-
agement. Future Dots,
represented by Pawan
Kumar Kolli and Nikh-
il Dasari, will guide
students of Classes IX
and X on career op-
portunities and higher

education.

District Educational
Officer 1. Vijayaku-
mari said the pro-
gramme would help
bridge the opportu-
nity gap between gov-
ernment and private
school students and
identify hidden talents
among children.

AMO Dunkudu Srini-
vas, DSO Shamsheer,
GCDO Asra Qadri,
MEO Usharani, head-
masters and Special
Officers of KGBVs at-
tended the programme.

Heavy rains
likely in TG

HYDERABAD, OCT 31
The India Meteorolog-
ical Department IMD)
has forecast rainfall
across Telangana
from October 31 to No-
vember 4 due to a low-
pressure area over the
Bay of Bengal.

Light to moderate
rain, thunderstorms,
lightning and gusty
winds are likely in
Hyderabad, Yadadri-
Bhuvanagiri, Siddipet
and parts of erstwhile
Warangal, Khammam
and Rangareddy dis-
tricts. Heavy rainfall
alerts have been is-
sued for erstwhile
Adilabad and Ma-
habubnagar districts
on November 2 and 3.
Authorities have ad-
vised people to avoid
crossing overflowing
streams and urged
farmers to protect
harvested paddy from
rain damage. (NSS)

Nalgonda Collector calls for effective use of AgriStack platform

TFP | ANIL YADAV

NALGONDA, OCT 31

Nalgonda District
Collector B. Chan-
drasekhar, IAS has
directed officials to
create widespread
awareness among
farmers about the
AgriStack digital plat-
form and ensure its

effective implemen-
tation to improve ac-
cess to government
schemes, agricultural

services and credit fa-
cilities.

Addressing a re-
view meeting with
Agriculture and allied
department officials
at his camp office on
Saturday, the Collec-
tor stressed the im-

portance of technol-
ogy-driven farming
and said AgriStack
would help farmers ac-
cess services through
Farmer IDs, digital
land records and crop
surveys.

He directed officials
to include tenant farm-

ers in the Farmers Reg-
istry and Digital Crop
Survey and ensure
that farmers update
their crop details after
sowing. He said the
platform would help
improve crop plan-
ning, financial access,
fertilizer distribution

GREATER HYDERABAD MUNICIPAL CORPORATION
SE QCC, 4TH FLOOR, GHMC COMPLEX, GHMC

EXPRESSION OF INTREST CUM TENDER NOTICE

and market aware-
ness through e-

NAM. He also stressed
the need to provide
assistance to farmers
without smartphones
and encourage the
use of local-language
voice-based services.

The Collector said
linking Farmer Pro-
ducer Organisations
with storage, process-
ing and cold-chain

facilities would help
farmers secure better
returns. He also high-
lighted the importance
of digital records in im-
proving access to bank
credit and preventing
multiple borrowing.
District Agriculture
Officer Vinod Kumar,
Horticulture  Officer
Shekar, NABARD
DGM Vinay Kumar,
CPO Srinivas Naik,
DCO Mamata, Mar-
keting AD Chayadevi,
Survey and Land Re-
cords AD Devaraj,
Civil Supplies Officer
Venkatesham, Animal
Husbandry AD Nara-
simha Reddy, EDM
Durgarao, NIC repre-
sentative Prem Kumar
and other officials at-
tended the meeting.
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Nizamabad MP Dharmapuri Arvind addresses DISHA meeting at
Integrated District Offices Complex.

TFP | ATEEQ KHAN
NIZAMABAD, OCT 31
Nizamabad MP Dhar-
mapuri Arvind has
urged people and farm-
ers to conserve water in
view of the prevailing
El Nino conditions and
the possibility of pro-
longed dry weather. He
also directed officials
to expedite the Mad-
havnagar and Arsapalli
Railway Over Bridge
(ROB) works and com-
plete them within the
next four to five months.
Addressing the Dis-
trict Development Coor-
dination and Monitor-
ing Committee (DISHA)
meeting at the Inte-
grated District Offices
Complex on Saturday,
Arvind reviewed the
progress of develop-
ment and welfare pro-
grammes funded by the
Central Government.
He also directed offi-
cials to complete under-
ground drainage works
in Nizamabad city by
February and ensure
timely completion of

drinking water projects
and overhead tanks un-
der AMRUT 2.0.

Arvind sought details
about the release of pre-
matric and post-matric
scholarships to SC, ST
and BC students. Of-
ficials informed him
that the amounts had
been credited directly
to students’ bank ac-
counts. He welcomed
the selection of Nizam-
abad as the venue for
the national-level Khelo
India Table Tennis com-
petitions scheduled for
December and assured
support from the Centre
for their successful con-
duct.

Collector Ila Tripathi
said the government
had declared 18 mandals
in the district drought-
affected. With no as-
sured irrigation water
available for the Rabi
season, farmers were
being encouraged to cul-
tivate less water-inten-
sive crops such as jowar
and pulses instead of
paddy. Subsidised seeds

were also being distrib-
uted.

She said all available
reservoir water would
be reserved for drink-
ing purposes until the
next monsoon, as water
levels had declined con-
siderably. The Sriram
Sagar Project currently
holds 35 TMC against 80
TMC at the same time
last year, while Nizam-
sagar has 9 TMC com-
pared with 17 TMC last
year. Groundwater lev-
els were also falling, she
added.

Nizamabad Urban
MLA Dhanpal Suryana-
rayana, Armur MLA
Paidi Rakesh, Mayor
K. Uma Rani, National
Turmeric Board Chair-
man Palle Ganga Reddy,
Additional Collectors
Raja Goud and Bhu-
janga Rao, DRO Geetha,
DRDO Saianna, Nizam-
abad RDO Rajendra
Kumar, officials from
various departments
and DISHA committee
members attended the
meeting.

Medicover offers free heart
surgery to 7-year-old hoy

TFP | SHAIK RIAZUDDIN
ADILABAD, OCT 31
Medicover Hospital,
Hyderabad, has come
forward to provide free
open-heart surgery
worth approximately Rs.
7 lakh to seven-year-old
Anji, a boy from Pusai
village in Bhoraj man-
dal, following the initia-
tive of District Collector
Rajarshi Shah, IAS.
Anji, son of Tapre Re-
nuka and Pochiram, was
diagnosed with a serious
heart condition during
a free paediatric cardi-
ology camp organised
by Medicover Hospital
at Adilabad RIMS on
September 10. Doctors
recommended immedi-
ate open-heart surgery.
Considering the family's
financial condition, the
hospital management

agreed to bear the entire
cost and provide free
food and transportation
to the family.

During the same
medical camp, doctors
identified heart-related
problems in 40 other
children. Medicover has
also agreed to provide
necessary surgeries and
medical treatment to
them free of cost in phas-
es, depending on their
health conditions.

The children's families
thanked Medicover Hos-
pital, Collector Rajarshi
Shah and the medical
team for extending sup-
port. RIMS Director Dr.
Jayasingh Singh Rath-
od, DMHO Dr. Sadhana
and Dr. Kallem Venkat
Reddy, along with other
officials, participated in
the programme.

Constable held
for pledging
seized gold

HYDERABAD, OCT 31

A police constable at-
tached to Meerpet Po-
lice Station, Shravan
Kumar, was arrested
and remanded to ju-
dicial custody for al-
legedly misappropri-
ating gold ornaments
and cash seized in a
dowry harassment
case.

According to Meer-
pet Inspector Shob-
han, police had seized
12 tolas of gold and a
mobile phone during
the investigation and
kept them in the sta-
tion's custody. Shra-
van Kumar, who had
served in the police
force for six years.

LOST OF PASSPORT

The Passport of THODETI SRID-
HAR, S/o Lakshman, resident of
H.No. 2-16/1, Kamalapur Village,
Dharmapuri Mandal, has been lost.
According to Sridhar, his passport
bearing No0.S1093366 went miss-
ing on October 30,2026, while he
was travelling from Kamalapur to
Dharmapuri. He has appealed to the
public to inform him at mobile num-
ber 7729019801 if anyone finds the
passport. He also announced that a
suitable reward will be given to the
person who returns it.

NIT No. 04/SE/QCC/GHMC/ STRUCTURAL EVALUATION /2026-27, Dated:30.10.2026.

Subject: Empanelment of Structural Evaluation agencies for carrying out structural Evaluation,
Non-Destructive Testing (NDT), Load Assessment and Stability Analysis of Civil Structure and for

GREATER HYDERABAD MUNICIPAL CORPORATION

Executive Engineer Circle-23& Circle-24

Nizamabad Police distribute free study

providing recommendations to enhance structural stability. ‘e’ Procurement Notice
The Superintending Engineer, Quality Control Circle, GHMC, on behalf of the Commissioner,
GHMC, invites EOI/Tenders for Empanelment of Structural Evaluation agencies for carrying out Nit. No. mn\ma (Eﬁ:{gﬁs') T?.:\aenfgagelcléiﬁtsg?t;igs 'gf'r?:e: éﬂﬁ’ﬁ? ma erl o po lce ] o asplr an S
structural Evaluation, Non-Destructive Testing (NDT), Load Assessment and Stability Analysis of SiTB Naronder Goud
Civil Structure and for providing recommendations to enhance structural stability under various Download Start Date : EE Cir-23& Cir-24. RINRZ.
Engineering Divisions of GHMC during the financial year 2026-27. The Agencies who are willing 63/EE-238 @)N 02.11.2026 at 5.00PM | Guic” phoolbagh, Hyderabad TFP | YOUNUS KHAN candidates, Commis-
may submit complete details in prescribed formats in document form which can be downloaded 24 [RJRNZ/ of Wog{ 17.25 | Last Date for Receipt Ph. No 9989§30¥308 NIZAMABAD T31 - h
from the website www.eprocurement.gov.in. The complete document in all respects with all other GHMC/2026-27 of Bids : Email id: 66623 , 0CT 3 FUnaAD b~ ki sioner Sai Chaitanya
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opened onthe same day at4.00 P M. Date: 17.11.2026 mm:;:‘:;gz:fe%ﬁ seen ateprocurement e Executies Engineer Commissioner P. Sai : ] was intended to pro-
Any further information may be obtained from the Superintending Engineer, Quality Control . . = Cir-23,Chandrayangutta& i m - i i -
Circle, 4th Floor, GHMC Complex, GHMC during office working hours (9000385544). DIPR - R.O. No. : 12893-PP/CL/ADVT/2026-27 Cir-24, Jangammet/RINRZ/GHMC. Chaitanya, IPS, on = vide quality coach

Date: 30.10.2026. Saturday distributed ing and guidance
Hyderabad. Sd. free study material without placing a
Superintending Engineer
DIPR - R.O. No. : 12875-PP/CL/ADVT/2026-27 ooty Gl oG, GREATER HYDERABAD MUNICIPAL CQRPORATION to 250 unemployed financial burden on
Executive Engineer, 25-Santosh nagar, Charminar Zone th . f 1 d th
‘e’ Procurement Notice Maintenance Works yoq preparu}g or A . unemploye 3.7011 °
CYBERABAD MUNICIPAL CORPORATION e Nameof | st Cost| _StartDate Lost Date & Name & Address police  recruitment candidates secure Experienced faculty He urged candidates
MIVAPUR CIRCLE-48, SLP ZONE - the Work __|(Rs n Lakts)} Time for Receipts of Bids Officer, Cell No. examinations as part Constable and Sub- and experts from Hy- to attend classes regu-
Nit No. 23/EE/CMC/CIR-48/2026-27 Dt: 31.10.2026. Sri. R Yadgiri, EE, Circle-25, .
Tender Notice Download Start Date : Charminar 7one of a §0—day free. pre- Inspector posts in derabaq-based Bha- lar.ly, follow .faculty
(Through ‘e’ procurement) oo o R 7675) Q2112006 HI0AM | MasqaGrourd, Darab recruitment training the Telangana Police gya Kiran Institute guidance, revise les-
Tenders are called vide no. No. 23/EE/CMC/CIR-48/2026-27 (Item No. 01 to 19) Dt:31.10.2026 Through 0 akhs | Last Date Receipt of Bids:| Jung Colony, Santosh Nagar, . s 3 . .
e procurement for (19) work with an estimated cost of Rs.470.40 lakhs. The sale of bids is open on the 12026-21 09.11.2026 at 03.00 PM on NHycgggzd&M programme organised Department, is be- are providing train- sons daily and pre-
website 'e' procurement market place from 2.00 PM on 02.11.2026 onwards and Last date for submission . No. 7 g 5 g 5 3 s s faminli
of bids is 09.11.2026 at 2.00 PM and Sale of bids closes one hour before the submission time. Further For further detalls can be seen at &-procurement by the district police. ~ ing conducted at the ingdaily from9amto pare with discipline,
details can be seen on the website https://tender.telangana gov.in. oS @ www.tender.telangana.gov.in Executi Engincer The programme, Giriraj Government 6 pm. determination  and
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KTR questions valuation of IDBI Bank

Seeks transparency in proposed disinvestment

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
HYDERABAD, OCT 31

BRS Working Presi-
dent and former Telan-
gana IT Minister K.T.
Rama Rao (KTR) on
Saturday questioned
the valuation process
in the proposed disin-
vestment of IDBI Bank
and sought clarifica-
tion from the Union
Government over re-
ports of alleged under-
valuation.

In a post on 'X', KTR
said public sector un-
dertakings and public
sector banks were na-
tional assets that need-

ed to be protected.
Questioning the
reported changes in

rules and valuation
methodology after bids
fell below the reserve
price, he asked wheth-

K.T. Rama Rao

er the bank's valuable
real estate assets, in-
cluding prime land in
Hyderabad, had been
adequately considered
in the valuation.

He also sought to
know why the con-
cerns raised by IDBI
Bank employees were
not being addressed.

The Union Govern-
ment owed the country

clear answers before
selling the public sec-
tor bank to a private
player, KTR said, ques-
tioning the urgency
behind the proposed
disinvestment.

K.T. Rama Rao also
hit out at Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi
and Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy for
their plans to protest
against “Vote Chori”
in New Delhi on Sun-

day.
Hitting out at the
INDIA Dbloc’s pro-

posed rally at Delhi’s
Ramlila Maidan, K.T.
Rama Rao, popularly
known as KTR, wrote
in a social media mes-
sage, “An MLA-Chor
in tow with a Vote-For-

Note-Chor protesting
against Vote Chori in
Delhi tomorrow!”

“Just Congress
Things...I guess,” he
wrote.

“@RahulGandhi,
who encouraged the
defection of 10 BRS
MLAs to Congress in
Telangana, is sitting
in a dharna with his
‘Vote for Note’ Cham-
pion scamster Revanth
Reddy against Vote
Chori in the Country,”
wrote KTR on X.

“I rest my case. Long
Live Indian Democra-
cy,” wrote KTR.

The BRS leader's
cryptic remark came
on the eve of the Ra-
hul Gandhi-led INDIA
Bloc rally in Delhi.
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Congress committed first ‘Vote Theft by
choosing Nehru over Patel Klshan Reddy

RATNA CHOTRANI
HYDERABAD, OCT 31
Union Minister for Coal
and Mines G. Kishan
Reddy on Saturday ac-
cused the Congress
leadership of commit-
ting the first “vote theft”
after Independence by
choosing Jawaharlal
Nehru over Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel as India's
first Prime Minister.
Addressing a gather-
ing after paying tributes
to Patel on his birth an-
niversary at the BJP
State Office, along with
party president N. Ram-
chander Rao, Kishan
Reddy alleged that Ne-
hru was made Prime
Minister despite Patel
enjoying greater sup-

BJP leaders paid floral trlbutes to Sardar Vallabhbhal
Patel at Gun Park, Hyderabad.

port within the party.
He credited Patel

with integrating more

than 550 princely states

and overseeing the
Hyderabad Police Ac-
tion, which ended the
Nizam's rule. He also

criticised Nehru's poli-
cies on Kashmir, saying
they contributed to the
prolonged dispute.

Praising Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi
for abrogating Article
370 and honouring Patel
through Rashtriya Ekta
Diwas and the Statue
of Unity, Kishan Reddy
urged youth to draw in-
spiration from Patel's
patriotism and commit-
ment to national unity.

Ramchander Rao said
Patel's contribution to
India's unity and Telan-
gana's liberation would
remain unforgettable.
He urged youngsters to
follow Patel's ideals of
discipline and selfless
service.

Green tankers initiative to begin from Nov 1
Additional 40 MGD Mission Bhagiratha Scheme to be completed'by Nov 15

Chief Secretary Sanjay Jaju reviewed the drinking water supply situation at Secretariat.

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
HYDERABAD, OCT 31

Telangana Chief Secre-
tary Sanjay Jaju on Sat-
urday directed all gov-
ernment departments
to use treated water for
construction, landscap-
ing, cleaning and other
non-drinking purposes
as part of coordinated
measures to conserve
freshwater and ground-
water resources and
ensure uninterrupted

drinking water supply
in the core urban re-
gion.

Reviewing the drink-
ing water supply situa-
tion at the Secretariat,
he said the Green Tank-
ers initiative would be
launched in the core ur-
ban region from Novem-
ber 1 to promote the use
of treated water for non-
potable requirements.

He instructed offi-
cials to regularly test

the quality of treated
water supplied by Sew-
age Treatment Plants
(STPs) to ensure com-
pliance with prescribed
standards.

He also directed the
Managing Director of
Hyderabad Metropoli-
tan Water Supply and
Sewerage Board (HM-
WSSB) to submit daily
reports on the quantity
of treated water trans-
ported and supplied,

measured in million
gallons per day (MGD).
HMWSSB Managing
Director Ashok Reddy
informed the meeting
that the additional 40
MGD scheme under
Mission Bhagiratha
would be completed by
November 15.

corporations until Au-
gust next year.

The Water Board
would also supply treat-
ed water through Green
Tankers on demand,
similar to its existing
drinking water tanker
service.

The facility would be

He said bulk water

supply under the mis-
sion would continue to
all Urban Local Bodies
merged into municipal

made available through
a dedicated mobile ap-
plication to enable con-
sumers to access treat-
ed water conveniently.

TG SAFE suspends licences of 14

eateries over food safety violations
544 Kg of spoiled food dlscar ded 2 1 samples collected

TFP | TAHER ALI
HYDERABAD, OCT 31

The Telangana Stan-
dards Authority for
Food and Essential
Drugs (TG SAFE) has
suspended the FSSAI li-
cences of 14 restaurants
and eating establish-
ments in Hyderabad fol-
lowing inspections that
revealed serious food
safety and hygiene vio-
lations.

A total of 22 enforce-
ment teams, compris-
ing food safety officers
and police personnel,
inspected 22 establish-
ments in the Golconda
and Charminar Zzones

on October 31. The
violations included
unhygienic  Kitchens,

cockroach and rodent
infestation, spoiled and
expired food, improp-
er storage of raw and
cooked items, repeated
use of cooking oil and
failure to maintain man-

datory records.

Officials collected 21
food samples for testing
and discarded 544 kg of
spoiled vegetables, left-
over food, expired items
and pest-infested food
articles. Another 13 kg
of used cooking oil was
also discarded over sus-
pected repeated use.

The licences of Ho-
tel Sri Raghavendra
Udupi Veg (Tolichow-
ki), Lucky Restaurant,
Shah Ghouse Cafe, Ho-
tel Nayaab, Sri Balaji
Family Dhaba, Siddique
Kabab Central Kitchen,
Alsaba Hotel, Mehfil
Restaurant, Hotel Sri
Raghavendra Udupi
Veg (Santosh Nagar),
Dine Hill Restaurant,

Sohail Restaurant, Ho-
tel Akshaya Tiffins,
Hotel Venkateshwara
and Aeezebo The Royal
Arabian Restaurant
were suspended, with
instructions to immedi-
ately stop business op-
erations.

Show-cause notices
were issued to eight es-
tablishments, including
Taj Falaknuma Palace,
Hotel Sabzi, Pista House
Restaurant, Sweekar
Hotel, Mandi at 36 Ara-
bian Kitchen, Golconda
Hotel and Resorts, Im-
perial Multicuisine
Restaurant and Taiba
Bakery. Further action,
including penalties, will
be initiated for the viola-
tions, TG SAFE said.

PCI President calls on pharmacists to lead
fight against antimicrobial resistance

HYDERABAD, OCT 31
Pharmacy Council of
India (PCI) President Dr
Montu Kumar M Patel
has called on pharma-
cists to take the lead in
combating antimicro-
bial resistance (AMR)
and strictly prevent the
over-the-counter  sale
and misuse of antibiot-
ics.

Addressing a State-
Level Mega Awareness
Campaign on Antimi-
crobial Resistance at
Sultan-ul-Uloom  Col-
lege of Pharmacy, Ban-
jara Hills, Hyderabad,
Dr Patel expressed
concern over unethi-
cal practices in phar-
macies, including the
dispensing of antibiot-
ics and narcotic drugs
without following
proper regulations. He
stressed that registered
pharmacists must per-
sonally oversee phar-
macy operations and
ensure medicines are
dispensed with the cor-
rect dosage and pre-
scription.

He said India is a glob-
al leader in the phar-
maceutical industry
but continues to lag in
clinical pharmacy and
ethical practices. Urg-
ing pharmacy students
to serve society, he en-
couraged them to adopt
villages, study medicine
usage and identify cases
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of drug misuse and inef-
fective treatments.

Dr Patel said the PCI
has introduced arevised
pharmacy syllabus in-
corporating artificial
intelligence and patient
counselling, along with
compulsory  industry
partnerships for prac-
tical training. Medical
device education has
also been included in
pharmacy courses. He
announced plans for
teacher training pro-
grammes in southern
India and further aca-
demic initiatives.

Sultan-ul-Uloom Col-
lege of Pharmacy was
selected to represent

P
y
Telangana under the
PCI's nationwide initia-
tive to sponsor one in-
stitution in each state.
More than 1,200 dele-
gates from 75 pharmacy
institutions partici-
pated in the campaign,
while 732 teams and 965
students took part in
awareness activities.

PCI  Vice-President
Jashubhai Hirabhai
Chaudhari, JNTUH

Vice-Chancellor Prof T
Kishen Kumar Reddy,
Pharmexcil Director
General K Raja Bhanu,
Drugs Control Director
Dr Ramdhan, Telan-
gana Pharmacy Coun-
cil President Argonda

"OCTOBER2026

Sridhar, PCI Member
and State Convenor
Dr M Venkatramana,
Sultan-ul-Uloom Educa-
tion Society Honorary
Secretary Zafar Javed
and college Principal
Dr Anupama Koneru at-
tended the programme.

Prof Kishen Kumar
Reddy stressed the
need to curb self-med-
ication and unneces-
sary antibiotic use. He
also announced that
JNTU would introduce
an apprenticeship-
embedded degree pro-
gramme for third- and
fourth-year students to
improve their industry
readiness.

DLSA conducts POCSO awareness
programme at Dawn ngh Schools

TFP 1 FAROOQ KHAN
HYDERABAD, OCT 31
Senior Civil Judge and
District Legal Services
Authority (DLSA), Hy-
derabad Secretary R.
Shalini said that ensur-
ing child safety is the
collective responsibil-
ity of society and urged
students to report in-
cidents of harassment
without fear.

She was speaking at a
child protection aware-
ness programme Or-
ganised at Dawn High
Schools, Malakpet, as
part of the nationwide
'Surakshit Bachpan
Abhiyan', conducted
from October 26 to 31
under the directions
of the Supreme Court,

& CITY CIVIL COURT, RYDERABA, TELANCAA STATE |

with the support of
NALSA and DLSAs.
Shalini explained
the provisions of the
POCSO Act, highlight-
ing children's rights,
personal safety and the
importance of report-
ing abuse. She cau-
tioned students against
strangers offering gifts
or money and advised
them not to share per-
sonal information with
unfamiliar persons.
She assured that the

CIT!r SMALL CAUSES COURT
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identities of complain-
ants and their families
would remain confi-
dential and said DLSA
would provide legal as-
sistance to victims.
She also informed
students about the
helpline numbers 15100
(NALSA), 1098 (Child-
line) and 1930 (Cyber-
crime). Senior advo-
cate Aijaz Ali Qureshi
explained Kkey provi-
sions of the POCSO
Act, while students

took an oath to respect
personal boundaries
and the dignity of oth-
ers.

Dawn Group of
Schools Chairman Fa-
zlur Rahman Khurram
thanked the DLSA and
Shalini for conducting
the programme. Dur-
ing her visit, Shalini
inspected students' ro-
botics models and in-
teracted with them, an-
swering their questions
on child protection and

the POCSO Act.

School Administra-
tor Arifa, Shajiullah
Firasat, advocates,
teachers and other
school representa-

tives attended the pro-
gramme.

Cyherabad Traffic DCP inspects Kukatpally Traffic PS

TFP I RAVI KUMAR
MEDCHAL-MALKAJGIRI, OCT 31
Cyberabad Traffic
DCP-II Seshadrini Red-
dy, IPS, conducted an
annual inspection of
the Kukatpally Traffic
Police Station on Sat-
urday and reviewed
its functioning, staff
performance and traf-
fic management mea-
sures.

During the inspec-
tion, she examined sta-
tion records, assessed
the performance of

personnel and checked
the maintenance of the
station premises. She
stressed discipline,

dedication and com-
mitment in discharg-
ing daily duties.

The DCP directed of-

ficers to take proactive
measures to ensure
smooth traffic move-
ment, closely monitor
major junctions and
strictly enforce traffic
rules to prevent viola-
tions and improve road
safety.

Additional DCP Traf-
fic-II Veeranna, Ku-
katpally Traffic ACP
Giri Prasad, Inspector
Thimmappa and other
traffic police personnel
participated in the in-
spection.
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BJP accuses oppn of
tlemocracy

RAIPUR, OCT 30

Union Minister Jagat
Prakash Nadda on Fri-
day launched a sharp at-
tack on the Congress and
Rahul Gandhi, accusing
them of targeting consti-
tutional institutions to
mask repeated electoral
defeats.

Participating in the
‘Loktantra Bachao, Ara-
jakta Hatao' (Save De-
mocracy, Remove Anar-
chy) Yatra here, Nadda
said the Congress, which
had imposed the Emer-
gency and stifled democ-
racy, was now posing as
its protector.

Nadda said the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls was pu-
rifying the voter list by
removing names of de-
ceased persons, dupli-
cates, shifted voters, and
those not found at their
registered addresses. He
alleged that the Congress
was more concerned
about the deletion of in-
filtrators’ names than the
voting rights of genuine
Indian citizens. Referring
to border districts in West
Bengal, he claimed ab-
normal increases in voter
numbers and said the SIR
process had exposed such
irregularities.

The Union Minister
criticised Rahul Gandhi
for making allegations of
vote theft without filing
affidavits. He pointed out
that 477 days had passed
since the claim of one lakh
fake votes in Mahadevap-
ura, Karnataka, yet no evi-
dence had been submitted
to the Election Commis-
sion. Similar allegations in
Maharashtra and Haryana
were also left unsubstanti-

JP Nadda
ated, Nadda said.

“Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi Ji has made it
clear that no foreign na-
tional or ineligible person
has the right to vote in In-
dia. India is not a dharam-
shala where anyone can
come and settle down at
their own discretion and
get their name registered
as a voter,” he asserted.

He added,, "If we want
to take the country for-
ward, we must extend our
full support to SIR. Prime
Minister Shri Narendra
Modi Ji says that infiltra-
tors must be detected,
deleted and deported. On
the other hand, the Op-
position says that votes
should be normalised,
foreigners should also be
treated as our own, rec-
ognised and formalised.
In other words, they want
to facilitate their inclusion
through voter registration
and Aadhaar cards.”

He contrasted the pres-
ent selection process for
Election Commissioners,
which includes the Leader
of the Opposition, with the
Congress era when Elec-
tion Commissioners were
often rewarded with politi-
cal posts, governorships or
other appointments after
demitting office. (IANS)
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India bloc braces for massive show of
strength against Centre at Ramlila Maidan

Opposition Parties Unite Over Electoral Irregularities, Demand Removal of Chief
Election Commissioner; Rahul Gandhi to Lead Mega Gathering

DR. MUMTAZ ALAM RIZVI
NEW DELHI, OCT 31

In a major show of op-
position unity, the Con-
gress-led INDIA bloc is
preparing to organise
a massive public rally
at the historic Ramlila
Maidan in New Delhi on
November 1, targeting
the PM Narendra Modi-
led government over
allegations of electoral
irregularities and de-
manding the removal of
the Chief Election Com-
missioner.

The proposed mega
gathering is expected
to witness participation
from lakhs of people rep-
resenting different states,
with Congress leaders
claiming that a large
number of supporters,
party workers and politi-
cal activists are travelling
to the national capital.
According to Congress
sources, preparations are
in full swing, with exten-
sive arrangements being
made at Ramlila Maidan
to accommodate the ex-
pected crowds.
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INDIA bloc leaders hold a public briefing on the proposed impeachment motion against
CEC Gyanesh Kumar at 10 Rajaji Marg in New Delhi.

The large-scale mobili-
sation has reportedly re-
sulted in heavy demand
for accommodation, with
several hotels in Delhi
witnessing  substantial
bookings as participants
from across the country
arrive to attend the rally.
Congress leaders have
appealed to citizens, par-
ty workers and support-
ers of democratic institu-
tions to participate in the

L

gathering and raise their
voices against what the
opposition describes as
threats to electoral trans-
parency and democratic
accountability.

Several prominent
opposition parties are
expected to join the pro-
gramme, including the
Samajwadi Party, Rash-
triya Janata Dal (RJD),
Shiv Sena led by Ud-
dhav Thackeray, Indian

Union Muslim League
and National Confer-
ence, among others. The
participation of lead-
ers and representatives
from various INDIA bloc
constituents is expected
to underline the opposi-
tion's attempt to present
a united political front
against the ruling estab-
lishment.

Leader of Opposition
in the Lok Sabha Rahul

Gandhi is expected to at-
tend the mega rally as the
chief guest.

A major focus of the
rally will be the opposi-
tion's allegations con-
cerning electoral manip-
ulation and its demand
for greater transparency
and accountability from
the Election Commis-
sion. The INDIA bloc
has repeatedly raised
questions over the con-

duct of elections and has
called for institutional
safeguards to protect
the credibility of India's
democratic process. The
demand for the removal
of the Chief Election
Commissioner is also ex-
pected to feature promi-
nently in the speeches
and political resolutions
at the gathering.
Meanwhile, the choice
of Ramlila Maidan has
attracted attention after
restrictions were report-
edly imposed on holding
protest demonstrations
at Jantar Mantar, while
permission was granted
for the November 1 gath-
ering at Ramlila Maidan.
The Congress, along
with other opposition
groups, has been organ-
ising protests and raising
concerns over alleged
electoral irregularities for
several months. The op-
position maintains that
electoral  transparency,
institutional ~ indepen-
dence and accountability
are essential for protect-

ing democratic values.
J

IMPHAL, OCT 31

over others.

Manipur Chief Minister Yum-
nam Khemchand Singh on Sat-
urday emphasised the need for
inclusive governance, stating
that the state is home to 36 dif-
ferent communities and cannot
be governed by prioritising the
interests of any one community

The Chief Minister appealed
to the people to understand
that community-centric ideas
cannot bring integrity, a peace-
ful atmosphere or economic
progress in the state.

Khemchand Singh made the
above statement while attend-
ing the observance of Rashtriya
Ekta Diwas, 2026, at the 1st Bat-

talion Manipur Rifles Parade
Ground, Imphal on Saturday.
Highlighting the significance
of the observance, he said
that the birth anniversary of
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel has
been observed across the na-
tion as Rashtriya Ekta Diwas or
National Unity Day. The day
commemorates the unwaver-

ing efforts and contributions
of Patel towards strengthening
national unity and building a
strong nation. The observance
was initiated in 2014 under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, he added.

The Chief Minister further
highlighted the statesmanship
of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel,

Manipur has 36 communities, govt must protect everyone's interests: CM Khemchand

who led the country through
various movements against
British rule, including non-vi-
olence, the Civil Disobedience
Movement and the Quit India
Movement. Following India's
independence, the princely
states across the country were
brought together through his
efforts. TANS/UNI)

NC dissidents chosen to challenge
J&K CM Omar Abdullah’s authority

SRINAGAR, OCT 31

The closed-door meet-
ing of nearly 20 dis-
gruntled MLAs of J&K's
ruling National Con-
ference (NC) on Friday
evening might not have
yet become a situation
where the knives have
been drawn, but the dis-
sidents challenging the
authority of Chief Minis-
ter Omar Abdullah are in
the open now.

The trigger for the dis-
sent in the otherwise
family-driven NC was
provided by the recent
reshuffle/expansion of
the cabinet by Omar
Abdullah. Many senior
NC MLAs like Mubarak
Gul, Abdul Majeed

Larmi, and Nazir Ah-
mad Gurezi had been
expecting inclusion in
the council of ministers,
or at least someone at
the top had given them
an impression of being
considered for elevation.

To their surprise,
Omar Abdullah included
one of the senior-most

NC leaders and MILAs,
Ali Mohammad Sagar,
in his cabinet, but chose
to retain others in the
outgoing cabinet, except
Satish Sharma, an inde-
pendent MLA from the
Chhamb constituency of
Jammu district, who had
supported the NC gov-
ernment.

The first voice to rise
against the reshuffle
of the cabinet was the
six-time MLA Mubarak
Gul. As he left the oath-
taking ceremony of the
new cabinet, he told
reporters that he had
attended 20 swearing-
in ceremonies of min-
isters, but had been
dropped each time.

To pacify, Gul, NC Pres-
ident, Dr Farooq Abdul-
lah nominated Gul as the
new General Secretary of
the party at the Nawa-e-
Subha party headquarters
as others like Sagar and
Nasir Aslam Wani, advi-
sor of the Chief Minister,
garlanded and hugged
him. (IANS/UNI)

AAP releases first list of 40 candidates for Punjah polls

CM Mann to recontest from Dhuri

NEW DELHI, OCT 31

The Aam Aadmi Par-
ty (AAP) on Saturday
sounded the election
bugle in Punjab, re-
leasing its first list of 40
candidates for the 2027
Assembly elections fol-
lowing a survey.

The names were final-
ised after deliberations
at the Political Affairs
Committee (PAC) meet-
ing chaired by AAP na-
tional convenor Arvind
Kejriwal here.

Chief Minister Bhag-
want Mann will again
contest from Dhuri, with
the early announcement
giving candidates several
months to reach out to vot-
ers and highlight the work
of the AAP government
and jailed minister Sanjeev

Arora, who is facing money
laundering charges, from
Ludhiana West.

Kejriwal congratulated
all 40 candidates and
called upon the party
to surpass its 2022 per-
formance in the 2027
elections, stating: “The
party has given tickets to

these candidates follow-
ing a survey conducted
among the people. I
congratulate all 40 can-
didates and call upon
everyone to break even
the record set in 2022 in
the 2027 elections.”
Following the conclu-
sion of the Political Af-

fairs Committee (PAC)
meeting, CM Mann also
congratulated all the
candidates and stated,
“The Aam Aadmi Party
has released its first list
of 40 candidates for the
upcoming 2027 Punjab
Assembly elections. The
early announcement of
candidates reflects the
party’s strong prepara-
tions, transparency and
unwavering confidence
in the work done by our
government.”

“I congratulate all
the candidates and call
upon party ‘karyakartas'
to connect even more
strongly with people at
the grassroots. Let us
continue our journey of
progress towards a ‘Ran-
gla Punjab’.” (IANS)

Congress demands removal of

Kerala PSC Chairman, members

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
OCT 31
With the Crime Branch
tightening its investiga-
tion into the Kerala Public
Service Commission (PSC)
recruitment scandal,
senior Congress leader
M.M. Hassan on Saturday
demanded that the state
government recommend
to the President the re-
moval of the PSC Chair-
man and all its members,
saying their continuation
in office was no longer le-
gally or morally justifiable.
The demand comes
amid a series of develop-
ments in the investigation,
with PSC Chairman M.R.
Baiju and three Commis-
sion members already
questioned by the Crime
Branch Special Investiga-

tion Team (SIT).

PSC  Secretary Saju
George appeared before
the SIT on Saturday for
questioning.

On Friday night, the SIT
arrested R. Hari, a sus-
pended Additional Secre-
tary in the PSC examina-
tion wing, from a relative's
house in Kochi.

He had been abscond-
ing for the past few days.
Retired Deputy Secretary
P. Satheesh, another ac-
cused in the examination
scam, was arrested two
days earlier and is cur-
rently in judicial custody.

In a significant devel-
opment, the SIT has also
registered a separate case
naming Chairman Baiju,
commission  members,
and officials as accused

PUNE, OCT 31

in alleged irregularities in
the recruitment of Fisher-
ies Extension Officers.

The investigators allege
that official powers were
misused to favour ineligi-
ble candidates by manipu-
lating rankings, denying
deserving candidates their
rightful opportunities and
damaging the credibility of
the constitutional institu-
tion. The investigation has
also exposed alleged irreg-
ularities in recruitment to
the State Planning Board,
where officials are accused
of manipulating the evalu-
ation process. The High
Court had recently come
down heavily on the slow
pace of the investigation,
questioning why key ac-
cused had not been ar-
rested or interrogated.

The political confronta-
tion over four proposed
projects at Ujani Dam,
including an Al data cen-
tre, has intensified, with
the NCP (Sharadchandra
Pawar) faction launch-
ing a road blockade on
Saturday to oppose the
projects.

NCP MLA Rohit Pawar
joined the protest at
Ranjani village in Madha
taluka, where protesters
blocked the Pune-Sola-
pur National Highway.

The BJP, meanwhile,
is preparing a counter-
protest in support of the
projects under the lead-
ership of MLAs Sachin
Kalyanshetti and Deven-
dra Kothe.

The developments
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have raised the possibil-
ity of a direct confronta-
tion between the BJP and
the Sharad Pawar-led
NCP faction over the pro-
posed investments.

The four projects, in-
volving a proposed in-
vestment of Rs 1.65 lakh
crore, include an Al data
centre, floating solar
panels, a small nuclear
power plant and a green
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hydrogen project.
Speaking at the protest,
Rohit Pawar questioned
the government's claims
regarding the projects'
water requirements and
accused the Chief Min-
ister and the administra-
tion of misleading people.
He said the water re-
quirements of the data
centre had already been
presented by his party

oy o

and reiterated his oppo-
sition to the Al data cen-
tre and nuclear power
plant at Ujani.

Let the BJP do whatev-
er it wants. Our commit-
ment is to farmers, Pawar
said, questioning why
the projects were being
proposed at Ujani if they
required so little water.

He clarified that his
party was not opposed

NCP (SP faction) launches protest against four projects

at Uia dam; B.!P plan cunter-mobilisation

to development but ex-
pressed concern over
the limited employment
opportunities expected
from the projects.

According to him, the
projects would provide
jobs to only around 400
people.

A day earlier, Pawar
had raised serious ques-
tions about the govern-
ment's intentions, argu-
ing that Ujani Dam was
established as part of for-
mer Chief Minister Yash-
wantrao Chavan's vision.

Drawing a parallel with
the controversy surround-
ing development activi-
ties near Bhimashankar,
he questioned whether
there was an attempt to
damage Ujani Dam as
well. (IANS/UNI)
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CYCLONE ARNAB
Odisha intensifies multi-agency

India hosts maiden BIMSTEC maritime security
EXEI‘CISE in Andaman and Nicobar Islands

NEW DELHI, OCT 31
India is hosting the
maiden BIMSTEC Mari-
time Security Exercise
in Sri Vijaya Puram,
the capital of the Union
Territory of Andaman
and Nicobar Islands, to
strengthen maritime co-
operation, enhance op-
erational coordination
and interoperability
among member coun-
tries, the Ministry of
External Affairs an-
nounced on Saturday.
The exercise, which
commenced on Friday
and will continue un-
til November 3, 2026,
is among the key ini-
tiatives announced by

NATION

Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi at the 6th
BIMSTEC Summit in
Thailand last year.

It features three days
of Tabletop Exercises
followed by a two-day
Harbour Phase, with
ships from BIMSTEC

member countries par-

ticipating.
In a post on X, the
MEA said: “The ex-

ercise translates the
shared vision of BIM-
STEC leaders into
action, reinforcing
maritime cooperation,

enhancing operational
coordination and in-
teroperability, and
contributing towards a
safe, secure and stable
maritime environment
in the Bay of Bengal.”
According to Anda-
man and Nicobar Com-

mand, the maiden BIM-
STEC Maritime Security
Exercise was inaugurat-
ed at Sri Vijaya Puram
on Friday by Vice Ad-
miral Vineet McCarty,
Commander-in-Chief,
Andaman and Nicobar
Command. (IANS)

BHUBANESWAR, OCT 31

The Odisha government
has intensified its multi-
agency rescue, relief
and restoration opera-
tions in cyclone-affected
Ganjam district, deploy-
ing specialised search
equipment, additional
personnel and techni-
cal teams to accelerate
the search for missing
persons and restore es-
sential services in the

affected areas.
As part of the search
operation, an Indian

Navy helicopter brought
three advanced search
devices - a seismic life-
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rescue, I‘E|I9f Ol‘atIQIIS

detection unit, a vibra-
tion detection unit and a
victim location camera
- to G. Udayagiri to as-
sist in locating missing
persons in the landslide-
hit Gidipabali area of
Tadama revenue village

under Baibali Gram
Panchayat, bordering
Kandhamal district.
However, adverse
weather conditions pre-
vented the helicopter from
descending at the desig-
nated location. (IANS)

Air Chief Marshal Ashutosh assumes
charge as 29th Chlef of Air Staff

NEW DELHI, OCT 31

Air  Chief  Marshal
Ashutosh Dixit assumed
charge as the 29th Chief
of the Air Staff on Sat-
urday, succeeding Air
Chief Marshal A.P.
Singh, who superannu-
ated after 42 years of dis-
tinguished service to the
nation.

An alumnus of the
National Defence Acad-
emy, Air Chief Marshal
Ashutosh Dixit was
commissioned into the
Fighter Stream of the
Indian Air Force on De-
cember 6, 1986.

Over a career spanning
four decades, the Air
Chief has rich experience

across diverse domains
such as Operations,
Flight Testing, Capabili-
ty Development and Joint

Staff assignments.
"An accomplished
Fighter Pilot, Quali-

fied Flying Instructor
and Experimental Test
Pilot, he has over 3,300
hours of flying experi-

ence on a wide range of
aircraft, including the
Mirage-2000, various
MiG variants, Jaguar
and several transport
aircraft," the Indian Air
Force (IAF) said in a
statement.

The TAF said that Air
Chief Marshal Dixit is
widely recognised for

his contribution to the
modernisation of the
Indian Air Force and
was instrumental in fi-
nalising the Jaguar and
MiG-27 upgrade projects
and in the completion of
the Initial Operational
Clearance (IOC) and Fi-
nal Operational Clear-
ance (FOC) activities of
the LCA MK-I Tejas.
"His operational com-
mand assignments in-
clude command of a
Mirage-2000 Squadron,
a Forward Base Support
Unit in the Western Sec-
tor and Air Force Station
Bidar, a premier fighter
training base of the IAF,"
the force said. (IANS)

Mekedatu I)I'OIECt reachmg dECISIVE stage N'taka gout

MANDYA, OCT 31
Karnataka Chief Min-
ister D.K. Shivakumar
on Saturday said that
the Mekedatu balanc-
ing reservoir project
was reaching a decisive
stage, with the state gov-
ernment moving ahead
on resolving pending
forest and land-related
issues.

The Mekedatu proj-
ect, proposed across
the River Cauvery near
the Karnataka-Tamil
Nadu border, aims to
construct a balancing
reservoir with a storage
capacity of 66 TMC to
supply drinking water
to Bengaluru and sur-
rounding areas and gen-
erate hydropower.

However, the project
has faced strong opposi-
tion from Tamil Nadu,
which argues that it
could affect its share
of Cauvery water and
violate the Cauvery
Water Disputes Tribu-
nal award and Supreme
Court directions.

Tamil Nadu has re-
peatedly opposed the

project, insisting that
Karnataka cannot con-
struct the reservoir
without its consent.
Speaking to media
persons in Bengaluru,
Shivakumar said the
project would help Kar-
nataka manage water
during crisis periods
by storing Cauvery wa-
ter and better handling

the state's obligation to
release the prescribed
quantity of water to
Tamil Nadu.

“Mandya is known as
the cradle of rice, and
the River Cauvery flows
through the district.
During my time, I en-
sured that an affidavit
was filed in the Supreme
Court, following which
the Apex Court gave its
consent to the Mekedatu
project,” he said.

Shivakumar said the
Deputy Commissioner
of Mandya had been
made the chairman of a
committee dealing with
the identification of for-
est land and allocation
of parallel land for the
project. IANS/UNI)

Quiet wedding, new beginning for
Omar Abdullah & Nidhi Razdan

SRINAGAR, OCT 31

J&K Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah, on
Saturday, announced
that he has begun a new
journey of life as he
posted pictures of him-
self and noted journalist
Nidhi Razdan.

Omar Abdullah post-
ed on X, saying, “A new
journey began yester-
day.”

Nidhi was attired in a
beautiful bridal ‘Lehen-
ga’ and Omar, as usual,
wore an immaculately
stitched suit.

Responding to Omar’s
X post, Nidhi Razdan
said, “It’s done bro @
OmarAbdullah.”

Omar Abdullah’s inten-
tion to marry Nidhi was

no secret in J&K after he
became estranged from
his wife, Payal. Omar
could not marry Nidhi
since he had not been le-
gally released from the
wedlock with Payal.

The Supreme Court
dissolved the marriage
between Omar Abdul-
lah and Payal by mutual

consent on July 31, 2026.

The couple had mar-
ried on September 1,
1994, had been living
separately since 2009,
and have two sons (Za-
hir and Zamir)

After court-directed
mediation, both par-
ties agreed to part

ways. (IANS)

TN raises DA from 60%
to 63%, effective July 1

CHENNAI, OCT 31

Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter C. Joseph Vijay has or-
dered a three-percentage-
point increase in dearness
allowance for government
employees and teachers,
with pensioners and fam-
ily pensioners also ben-

efiting from the revision
announced ahead of Deep-
avali.

The increase, which
raises the allowance
from 60 per cent to 63 per
cent, will take retrospec-
tive effect from July 1,
2026. Approximately 16
lakh employees, teach-
ers, pensioners and
family pensioners will
benefit, according to a
notification issued by the
state government.

The measure will im-
pose an additional an-
nual expenditure of Rs
1,858 crore on the state
exchequer. The govern-
ment said it would allo-
cate the additional funds
required to implement
the revision as part of
its commitment to the
welfare of serving and re-
tired personnel.

The decision follows
the Union government’s
increase in dearness
allowance for central
government employees
from 60 per cent to 63
per cent, effective July
1. Tamil Nadu has ad-
opted the same revised
rate and commencement
date for its employees
and teachers. TANS)

SHIMLA, OCT 31

rakpur in connection
with a Rs 500 crore
cryptocurrency fraud
involving Korvio Coin
(KRO) and seized prop-
erty documents and Rs
72 lakh in cash, an of-
ficial said on Saturday.

The searches were
conducted by ED's
Shimla Sub-Zonal Of-
fice on October 28
under Section 17(1)
of the Prevention of
Money Laundering

rectorate (ED) con-
ducted search op-
erations at various

locations across Chan-
digarh, Mohali and Zi-

RS 500 CR CRYPTO FRAUD
ED conducts raids in Chandigarh,
Mohali, Zirakpur

The Enforcement Di-

Act (PMLA), 2002, the
official said in a state-
ment.

During the search

operation, various
incriminating  docu-
ments, including

property-related docu-
ments, multiple digital
devices and records
pertaining to bank ac-
counts, along with cash
amounting to Rs 72 lakh,
were seized. (IANS/UNI)

India calls on UNHRC to give 'sustained attention' to terrorism threat

UNITED NATIONS, OCT 31

India has asked the
Human Rights Coun-
cil to continue giving
"sustained attention" to
the threat of terrorism,
which poses one of "the
gravest threats" to hu-

man rights.
"Terrorism remains
among the gravest

threats to the enjoy-
ment of human rights,
above all, the right to
life", Bhavika Mangala-
nandan, a first secre-
tary in India's UN mis-
sion, told the General
Assembly in New York
on Friday,

She said the Human
Rights Council has rec-
ognised this danger in
its resolution on inter-
national  cooperation
this year, and India
"would encourage the
Council to give this
threat the sustained at-

tention it warrants on
the basis of zero toler-
ance".

The resolution, ad-
opted by the Council in
July in Geneva, where it
is located, called on the
international commu-
nity to "take the steps

necessary to enhance
cooperation to prevent
and combat terrorism".

The resolution '"re-
emphasises that acts,
methods and practices
of terrorism in all its
forms and manifesta-
tions are activities

aimed at the destruc-

tion of human rights,
fundamental freedoms
and democracy, threat-
ening the territorial in-
tegrity and security of
States and destabilising
legitimately constituted
governments".

This resolution runs
counter to attempts by
some countries, espe-
cially Pakistan, to cre-
ate tendentious distinc-
tions between terrorist
acts and justify some.

Mangalanandan, who
spoke at the General As-

sembly's debate on the
Human Rights Coun-
cil's report.

She criticised the
Council's attempts to
"weaponise" the issue of
human rights and to fol-
low double standards,
which undermines its

credibility.

"Human rights are
best advanced through
dialogue, capacity
building and genuine
partnerships, and not
by politicisation, selec-
tivity or double stan-
dards", she said. "This
is critical if the Council
is to speak in one voice
and dispel the allega-
tion of weaponisation of
human rights".

Stressing the impor-
tance of cooperation
and dialogue, she said,
"Country-specific man-
dates pursued without
the engagement of the
country concerned sel-
dom improve the situa-
tion on the ground".

"On the contrary", she
warned, "they deepen
'divisions within the
Council ".

"The Universal Peri-
odic Review, which was

built on cooperation, en-
gagement with member
states concerned and
treats all states equally,
remains the appropriate
platform", she said.

The review, done ev-
ery four or five years, is
based on reports by the
countries themselves
on the human rights
situation, reports by UN
bodies and experts, and
inputs from civil soci-
ety groups, rather than
a unilateral critique.

Mangalanandan was
also critical of the blin-
kered approach to hu-
man rights that focuses
mostly on political and
civil rights at the ex-
pense of other rights.

"All human rights
must be treated in a fair
and equal manner on
the same footing and
with the same empha-
sis", she said. (TANS)
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UPI: India's digital
payments revolution

ndia's Unified Payments Interface (UPI) has emerged as one of the country's most
Isigniﬁcant digital public infrastructure achievements, transforming the way millions

of people conduct financial transactions. Its growing international recognition, in-
cluding praise from French President Emmanuel Macron, reflects the scale of India's
digital transformation. However, UPI's success should not be viewed merely as a tech-
nological breakthrough but as the outcome of years of institutional development, policy
decisions and collaboration among financial institutions.

The transition from a cash-dependent economy to digital payments was a major
challenge in a country as diverse as India. Cash remained deeply rooted in everyday
social and economic activities, while limited banking access, uneven digital literacy,
smartphone availability and internet connectivity posed barriers to adoption. Mov-
ing people towards mobile-based payments therefore required more than technol-
ogy. It demanded public trust, wider financial inclusion, accessible services and a
gradual change in consumer behaviour.

The November 2016 demonetisation exercise provided a significant impetus to digital
transactions by encouraging consumers and merchants to explore alternative payment
methods. However, expanding digital payments beyond the immediate impact of cash
shortages required a reliable and accessible ecosystem. UPI's growth was supported by
sustained efforts to improve payment acceptance, strengthen banking connectivity and
make transactions simple and convenient across different sections of society.

UPI's foundations were laid through successive developments in India's financial in-
frastructure. The Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007, bank computerisation,
electronic clearing systems, RTGS and NEFT improved the efficiency of financial trans-
actions. Financial inclusion initiatives through business correspondents and Jan Dhan
accounts expanded banking access, while Aadhaar provided a portable digital identity
framework. These developments collectively created the institutional and technological
foundation for the expansion of digital payments, with the National Payments Corpora-
tion of India (NPCI) playing a central role in developing a common payments platform.

The book *Cashless Nation: How UPI Changed Everything*, authored by Santanu
Paul and B. Sambamurthy, offers an account of the institutional and human efforts be-
hind this transformation. Both authors have been associated with India's digital pay-
ments ecosystem, with Sambamurthy also heading the Institute for Development and
Research in Banking Technology (IDRBT). The book traces the evolution of payment
systems, including the competition between banks and telecom companies over mo-
bile payments and the emergence of NPCI as a neutral platform. Its anecdotes, includ-
ing an account of Infosys founder N. R. Narayana Murthy's emphasis on punctuality
and institutional discipline at NPCI's first board meeting in 2009, illustrate the impor-
tance of leadership and execution in building public institutions.

The evolution of UPI also involved regulatory negotiations and difficult policy choices
concerning transaction charges, merchant discount rates (MDR) and the distribution of
operational costs. While keeping payments free for users has encouraged widespread
adoption, questions about the financial sustainability of the system have become in-
creasingly important. RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra highlighted this concern during a
July 2025 discussion, observing that someone ultimately has to bear the cost of main-
taining the infrastructure. Government compensation for certain MDR expenses has
supported the ecosystem, but rising transaction volumes require a sustainable funding
model involving the government, banks, payment service providers and merchants.

Industrial clusters can accelerate
clean energy Transition

ndia's Carbon Credit Trading Scheme (CCTS) is emerging as an important instru-
Iment in the country's efforts to reduce industrial emissions while supporting eco-

nomic growth. Covering 748 industrial plants across eight sectors, the scheme
provides a framework for monitoring emissions and encouraging industries to adopt
cleaner technologies. Its coverage includes 255 iron and steel plants whose emission
targets are still in draft form. The concentration of emissions in a limited number of
industrial districts presents an opportunity to accelerate renewable energy adoption
through coordinated procurement and stronger regional infrastructure.

The geographical distribution of covered emissions highlights the importance of
industrial clusters, particularly in eastern India. The 10 districts with the highest emis-
sions account for 36.4 per cent of CCTS-covered carbon despite hosting only 17 per
cent of obligated plants. Raipur in Chhattisgarh has the highest number of covered
facilities at 37, followed by Sundargarh in Odisha with 24 and Ballari in Karnataka with
21. Eastern states, including Odisha, West Bengal, Jharkhand and Bihar, together ac-
count for 30 per cent of covered emissions and 36 per cent of the emission reductions
required during the first compliance cycle. Iron and steel industries are responsible
for much of this concentration. Chhattisgarh's Raigarh district illustrates the potential
of a cluster-based approach. Its 16 steel plants account for approximately 22.6 million
tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions, nearly three per cent of the scheme's total cov-
ered emissions. Since these facilities operate within the same electricity distribution
area and face similar regulatory conditions, collective renewable energy procurement
could offer economic and operational advantages. Pooling demand through industry
associations could also help smaller sponge-iron units access long-term renewable
power agreements that may be difficult to secure individually.

The CCTS measures emissions across industrial operations, including indirect emis-
sions associated with purchased electricity. By keeping the grid emission factor con-
stant between baseline and assessment years within a compliance cycle, the framework
encourages industries to procure cleaner electricity rather than depend solely on im-
provements in the national grid. This makes renewable energy an important compli-
ance option. Aggregating demand among neighbouring plants could support larger so-
lar, wind and energy storage projects, improving their financial viability and attracting
investment. Such an approach also complements India's objective of adding approxi-
mately 200 GW of non-fossil fuel capacity to achieve its 500 GW target by 2030. By July
2026, the country had reached 300.5 GW of non-fossil capacity.

Developments in the electricity market further underline the importance of local
renewable energy solutions. The gradual withdrawal of interstate transmission charge
waivers for solar and wind projects is expected to increase costs, with the full charges
scheduled to apply from July 2028. Average charges of around Rs.0.65 per unit are sig-
nificant compared with renewable generation cost differences between states. This
could strengthen the economic case for renewable generation closer to industrial de-
mand centres. Energy storage will also become increasingly important, with the Central
Electricity Authority estimating a requirement of more than 400 GWh by 2031-32. Al-
though round-the-clock renewable electricity remains relatively expensive, estimated
at around Rs.9.5 per unit, meeting nearly half of industrial electricity demand through
solar and wind is already considered economically viable.

However, the carbon market alone cannot deliver the required transformation.
Electricity generation, which accounts for nearly 40 per cent of India's emissions, re-
mains outside the CCTS, placing much of the responsibility for reducing electricity-
related emissions on industrial consumers. At an estimated carbon price of US$10 per
tonne, the financial incentive from carbon credits remains relatively modest, making
the actual cost of renewable electricity a more significant factor in procurement deci-
sions. Delays in open-access approvals, cross-subsidy surcharges, wheeling charges
and electricity banking regulations also influence the affordability of clean power.

TANVEER ALAM

ccurate electoral
rolls are essential,
ut so are trans-

parency, procedural fair-
ness and the protection
of every eligible citizen's
right to vote.

India's democratic
strength rests not only
on regular elections but
also on public confidence
in the institutions con-
ducting them. Since the
controversy surrounding
the Special Intensive Re-
vision (SIR) has intensi-
fied, the ongoing debate
surrounding the SIR of
electoral rolls under Chief
Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar has
brought electoral integrity
and institutional account-
ability into national focus.

Maintaining accurate
voter lists is unquestion-
ably necessary. Removing
deceased voters, eliminat-
ing duplicate entries and
identifying ineligible reg-
istrations are legitimate
administrative objectives.
The Election Commission
of India (ECI) has the con-
stitutional responsibility
to ensure credible elec-
toral rolls. However, the
legitimacy of these objec-
tives cannot automati-

cally justify every method
adopted to achieve them.

The central concern is
whether SIR adequately
protects due process and
ensures that no eligible
citizen loses voting rights
because of administrative
errors, documentation
difficulties or procedural
complications.

Under Gyanesh Ku-
mar's leadership, the
exercise has attracted
political, legal and public
scrutiny. Questions have
been raised about docu-
mentation requirements,
procedural clarifications,
digital accessibility, logi-
cal discrepancies and the
Commission's  internal
decision-making. These
concerns deserve exami-
nation because electoral
registration is directly
linked to democratic par-
ticipation.

Reports of differences
involving the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner and
the other Election Com-
missioners have added

another dimension to the
controversy. While such
disagreements have at-
tracted public attention,
the ECI has maintained
before the Supreme Court
that the relevant deci-
sions were unanimous.
Independent judicial
scrutiny and transparent
institutional records are
therefore important in es-
tablishing the facts.

The Supreme Court
proceedings must also
be viewed in their prop-
er context. On October
27, the Court granted
petitioners ten days to
respond to the Commis-
sion's affidavit. On Oc-
tober 28, it clarified that
the legality of the 'logical
discrepancy' category had
not been finally adjudi-
cated. Consequently, alle-
gations and institutional
explanations must not be
confused with settled ju-
dicial findings.

The human dimen-
sion of electoral revision
is equally significant. Mi-
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Battle intensifies as CEC Gyanesh
faces public trust scrutiny over SIR

grant workers, women
who relocate or change
surnames after mar-
riage, economically dis-
advantaged families and
citizens lacking historical
documents may encoun-
ter difficulties in meeting
administrative  require-
ments. A process de-
signed for efficiency must
recognise these practical
inequalities.

Safeguards are there-
fore essential. Proposed
deletions must be based
on verifiable reasons,
individual notice and a
meaningful opportunity
to respond. Accessible
correction  procedures,
reasonable timelines
and effective appeals can
help prevent genuine vot-
ers from being excluded

through  administrative
mistakes.
Political parties also

have a responsibility to ap-
proach the issue construc-
tively. Opposition parties
should substantiate their
concerns with evidence,

while the government
must recognise that ques-
tioning constitutional in-
stitutions is a legitimate
aspect of democratic ac-
countability. The Election
Commission, in turn, must
communicate its decisions
transparently and address
public concerns through
facts rather than institu-
tional assertions alone.

For Gyanesh Kumar, the
challenge involves ensur-
ing that the Commission's
constitutional responsi-
bilities are accompanied
by impartiality, open-
ness and accountability.
Equally, criticism of the
officeholder must remain
evidence-based  rather
than treating allegations
as established facts.

Ultimately, the suc-
cess of SIR should be
measured by whether it
improves electoral ac-
curacy while protecting
every eligible citizen's
right to participate. India
need not choose between
clean electoral rolls and
inclusive democracy;
both are essential to cred-
ible elections.

The right to vote is
more than an entry in a
government  database.
It represents a citizen's
voice in shaping the na-
tion's future. Electoral
reforms must protect that
voice while strengthen-
ing public confidence in
democratic institutions.

(Tanveer Alam is a
Delhi-based indepen-
dent journalist, writer,

and commentator)

Rubio’s India visit shows US is putting
energy and business before diplomacy

SESHADRI CHARI

n a striking departure
Ifrom traditional dip-

lomatic protocol, US
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio bypassed India’s
political capital, New
Delhi, during his official
visit in October, heading
straight to the financial
hub of Mumbai and then
to Reliance Industries
Limited’s massive private
oil refining complex in
Jamnagar, Gujarat, mak-
ing it the centrepiece of
his visit.

The  unconventional
itinerary signals a major
pivot in Washington’s ap-
proach to India in par-
ticular and South Asia in
general, reflecting a new
US priority: raw economic
pragmatism and energy
security over standard
political optics and diplo-
macy. This comes at a time
when US-India relations
face persistent friction
over trade tariffs and visa
restrictions. Unlike during
his visit in May, when Ru-
bio formally conveyed US
President Donald Trump’s
invitation to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi to visit
the White House, this time
there was neither a meet-
ing with the PM nor a letter
from Trump to hand over.

One cannot overlook
the fact that Rubio’s Oc-
tober visit highlighted
deep, systemic frictions
in India-US bilateral ties,
even if officials on both
sides could dismiss these
as the compulsions of a
business trip. While pub-
lic statements framed the
diplomatic engagement
as productive, the under-
lying circumstances and
the visit’s transactional

nature suggest that cur-
rent US policies are strain-
ing ties and could hurt In-
dian economic, strategic
and diaspora interests.
The Trump administra-
tion introduced plans to
severely restrict certain
H-1B visas and freeze per-
manent residency path-
ways. When asked how
these policies dispropor-
tionately affect Indian tech
talent and professionals,
Rubio defensively brushed
off the concerns, stating
that the measures “were
not targeted at India”, but
quickly added that the US
would always prioritise
American workers.
Besides putting its en-
ergy agenda on the table,
Rubio’s visit also made
sufficient noise about ef-
forts to clear regulatory
roadblocks that were stall-
ing broader bilateral trade.
Following meetings with
top Indian conglomerates,
including the Tata and Ad-
ani groups, and External
Affairs Minister S Jaishan-
kar, Rubio announced that
a long-awaited US-India
Bilateral Trade Agreement
(BTA) was “very close” to
finalisation, asserting that

roughly 99 per cent of the
groundwork was com-
plete.

It is difficult to believe
that the US is seriously in-
terested in concluding the
BTA any time soon. Wash-
ington’s sudden urgency
and unsubstantiated as-
sertions that the agree-
ment would be signed
soon appear to be a knee-
jerk reaction to New Delhi
successfully securing free
trade agreements (FTAs)
with the European Union
and other global partners
while the US dithered.

Rubio’s visit to RIL’s
petrochemical facility in
Jamnagar suggests a clear
U-turn by the Trump
administration and de-
cisively underscores its
desperation to address the
energy crisis facing the US,
a tragedy brought upon
the country by its own
policies. Although Trump
has reached out to Russia
for energy supplies and
is keen on weaning India
away from Russian oil, the
inherent weaknesses in
America’s economic and
diplomatic strategies are
too glaring to ignore.

While the US an-

nounced a temporary
waiver of sanctions for
countries importing Rus-
sian energy, Rubio explic-
itly noted that the waiver
was temporary and would
expire in 60 days. This
forces a ticking clock on
India’s strategic autono-
my and energy security,
particularly its ability to
procure cheaper crude.

For New Delhi, vola-
tile policy changes and a
fluctuating  relationship
with Washington present
a complex geopolitical
balancing act. India cur-
rently relies on imports
for nearly 90 per cent of
its energy needs, requiring
roughly 5.6 million barrels
per day to fuel its expand-
ing economy. While the
‘tariff-free’ US consumer
market offers lucrative
opportunities, economic
prudence demands that
India approach Washing-
ton’s overtures with cau-
tious optimism.

Rubio’s agenda report-
edly includes pressing
India to increase its in-
vestments in the United
States—a proposal that
conflicts with New Delhi’s
domestic goals of pro-

moting Make in India,
advancing Atmanirbhar
Bharat and stimulating
the manufacturing sector.

India is pushing to scale
up its manufacturing out-
put from $501 billion to
$7.5 trillion by 2047, a cor-
nerstone of its long-term
strategy to build a $30
trillion economy. Achiev-
ing this requires retaining
domestic capital and ag-
gressively easing restric-
tions on inward foreign
direct investment, rather
than exporting capital to
the West.

Rubio’s visit has clearly
demonstrated that Wash-
ington is ready to set aside
geopolitical fallout to
transact on purely com-
mercial terms with any
country, more so with
India. Amid talk of a G2
or G3, the US, China and
Russia are strategising to
navigate their competing
national interests. With
the outcome of the Israeli
election and the US mid-
term elections uncertain,
the political fortunes of
the countries’ top leader-
ship could change. This
would also have far-reach-
ing consequences for the
ongoing Russia-Ukraine
and West Asia conflicts, as
well as the broader global
geopolitical trajectory.

India cannot be content
with serving global inter-
ests as the “refinery of the
world” without securing
economic, strategic and
security benefits in return.
As an emerging economy,
India is well-positioned
to reciprocate and engage
with the world not out of
obligation, but from a po-
sition of absolute econom-
ic equality and strength.

Disclaimer: Views expressed by writers in this section are there own do not nessarily reflect The Freedom Press' point-of-view.
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SRIHARIKOTA, OCT 31
The GSLV-F18 mission
successfully deployed
the NVS-03 naviga-
tion satellite into its
intended orbit, lead-
ing ISRO Chairman V.
Narayanan to express
satisfaction with the
mission's precise out-
come as he announced
plans for five more
launches, including
the uncrewed 'Gagan-
yaan G' mission, with-
in this financial year.
Speaking to IANS
after the successful
deployment of NVS-03,
Narayanan said, "For
enhanced PNT (Posi-
tioning, Navigation
and Timing) services,
a minimum of four
\ satellites are required,

India now has 4 navigation satellites

and with

four satellites in orbit.

today's
launch, we now have

"However, to ensure
uninterrupted services
and highly accurate

positioning, we need a
constellation of seven
satellites in orbit. Two

more satellites are in
the final stages of prep-
aration, while approv-

al for another satellite
is in process. With this,
India will join a select
group of nations that
possess their own navi-
gation satellite constel-
lation."

The ISRO chief also
outlined the agency's
upcoming missions for
the current financial
year, including the
much-anticipated Ga-
ganyaan programme.

He said, "Our tar-
get is to carry out five
more launches during
this financial year, in-
cluding the uncrewed
'Gaganyaan G' mis-
sion. In addition, we
plan to launch at least
two PSLV missions
and two Small Satel-
lite Launch Vehicles

(SSLVs). We are also
planning one private-
sector launch. Overall,
we are looking at six
launches, but complet-
ing at least five mis-
sions remains our pri-
mary objective."
Highlighting the sig-
nificance of the human
spaceflight programme,
Narayanan said, "Ga-
ganyaan' is a highly
prestigious, techno-
logically intensive and
important programme.
Its objective is to send
Indian astronauts, or
Gaganyatris, into space
using an indigenous
launch vehicle. So far,
we have completed
more than 8,000 tests.
Before sending humans
into space, we must suc-

cessfully execute three
missions without any
crew on board."
Emphasising that
astronaut safety re-
mains ISRO's top pri-
ority, he said, "The
safety of our Gagan-
yatris is of utmost im-
portance. Therefore,
our current focus is
on the uncrewed mis-
sions first. The Di-
rector of LPS and the
team have developed
several critical sys-
tems, while multiple
simulation tests are
being conducted un-
der the leadership of
the Director of URC.
The teams at IPRC and
BSSE have prepared
the entire launch ve-
hicle. (IANS)
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Social protection coverage increased
from 19% in 2015 to 68.4%

NEW DELHI, OCT 31

India has significantly
expanded the reach of
social protection in re-
cent years and social
protection coverage in-
creased from 19 per cent
in 2015 to 68.4 per cent
in 2026, bringing more
than one billion people
within the social pro-
tection framework, an
official factsheet said on
Saturday.

EPFO’s contribut-
ing membership has
increased significantly
over the period. Con-
tributing members rose
from 3.49 crore in 2014-
15 to approximately 7.98
crore (as on September
16, 2026). This repre-
sents an increase of ap-
proximately 4.49 crore
contributing members
over the period.

“As of September
2026, 7.68 lakh establish-
ments are contributing
to EPFO. This provides
a broad institutional
base for extending so-
cial security coverage
to eligible workers,” the
factsheet highlighted.

Pension support has
expanded alongside
membership. EPFO
paid pensions to 51.04
lakh pensioners during
2014-15. Till September
2026, around 82 lakh
pensioners are receiv-
ing pension benefits.
This represents an in-
crease of over 31 lakh
pensioners.

The scale of social se-
curity benefits has also

EKTA NAGAR (GUJARAT), OCT 31
Security forces involved
in operations against
Left-Wing Extremism,
including the Border
Security Force (BSF),
Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF), Chhattis-
garh Police and Andhra
Pradesh  Greyhounds,
featured prominently
in the Rashtriya Ekta
Diwas parade at Ekta
Nagar on Saturday,
with the march-past
highlighting their op-
erational roles and sac-
rifices in the campaign
against Naxalism.

Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi witnessed
the parade at the Parade
Ground, organised on
the 151st birth anniver-
sary of Sardar Vallabh-
bhai Patel.

The presentation

i s

grown  substantially.
About 1.30 crore claims
were settled during
2014-15. In the last one-
year period (as of Octo-
ber 2026), EPFO settled
6.42 crore claims. This
reflects the increasing
scale of services deliv-
ered to EPFO members
and beneficiaries, the
factsheet noted.

The wage ceiling for
mandatory EPFO cov-
erage was last revised
in September 2014, from
Rs 6,500 to Rs 15,000 per
month.

In September 2026, a
further increase to Rs
25,000 per month was
approved. The revision
is expected to extend
mandatory coverage to
over 51 lakh additional
employees.

It reflects changes
in wage levels and the
expansion of formal
employment over the

brought together per-
sonnel from central and
state forces, including
decorated officers and
units deployed in Naxal-
affected regions.

The march-past was
led by Superintendent
of Police (SP) Subodh
Ramesh Mankar, a

intervening period. The
revised ceiling broadens
the pool of employees eli-
gible for mandatory cov-
erage, subject to applica-
ble statutory provisions,
said the government.
EPFO has consolidat-
ed 13 provisions govern-
ing partial withdrawals
into three categories:
Essential Needs, Hous-
ing Needs and Special
Circumstances. Essen-
tial Needs cover expens-
es related to illness, ed-
ucation and marriage.
This categorisation sim-
plifies the withdrawal
framework, facilitating
easier access to provi-
dent fund savings for
eligible members.
Employees can make
partial withdrawals
from their PF savings to
meet specific financial
needs during their work-
ing years. This allows
them to access savings

2021-batch Indian Police
Service (IPS) officer of
the Gujarat cadre, with
Deputy Superintendent
of Police (DySP) Brij
Kishor Yadav of Chhat-
tisgarh Police as his
deputy.

The BSF contingent
was led by Assistant

without  withdrawing
the entire accumulated
balance. EPFO has sim-
plified these provisions
by allowing up to 10
withdrawals for educa-
tion and 5 for marriage.
EPFO also increased
the auto-settlement lim-
it for eligible advance
claims to Rs 5 lakh.
This enables faster pro-
cessing of eligible with-
drawals without manu-
al intervention.
Moreover, the Prad-
han Mantri Samajik Sa-
hayata Yojana provides
social assistance to
eligible elderly persons,
widows, persons with
disabilities, and be-
reaved families. It has
been revised from the
existing National Social
Assistance Programme
(NSAP) in October 2026.
The scheme will con-
tinue from 2026-27 to
2030-31. (IANS/UNTI)

KINSHASA, OCT 30

The death toll from
the ongoing Ebola out-
break in the Democrat-
ic Republic of the Congo
(DRC) is approaching
5,000, according to the
latest official report
released Friday, as the
Africa Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Pre-
vention (Africa CDC)
paid tribute to a doctor
who died from the dis-
ease in the country's
conflict-hit east.

The latest situation
report from the DRC's
National Institute of
Public Health (INSP)
showed that the coun-
try had recorded 10,274
confirmed Ebola cases,
including 4,992 deaths,
as of October 28, with a

\_

case fatality rate of 48.6
per cent. The outbreak
has affected 67 health
zones across eight of
the country's 26 prov-
inces.

Meanwhile, Africa
CDC paid tribute on
social media platform
X to Dr. Marie-France
Shogogo, who died of
Ebola in Beni, North
Kivu Province, call-
ing for greater protec-

tion of frontline health
workers.

"Protect those who
protect us," the conti-
nental health agency
said, Xinhua news
agency reported.

According to local
health sources, three
doctors died of Ebola
within less than 72
hours at an Ebola treat-
ment centre in Beni,
underscoring the risks

DR Congo Ehola death t0|| nears 5, 000
A

facing medical person-
nel battling the out-
break.

The Beni health zone
reported in total 661
cases, including 443
deaths, with a case fa-
tality rate of 67.0 per
cent, according to the
INSP report.

Across North Kivu, a
total of 2,391 confirmed
cases and 1,341 deaths
have been recorded.
The report also high-
lighted mounting pres-
sure on the province's
healthcare system, with
Ebola treatment facili-
ties operating at 86.3 per
cent capacity and only
82.2 per cent of identi-
fied contacts being mon-
itored, below the target
of 95 per cent. (IANS)
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NEW DELHI, OCT 31
China-linked cyber
operations, particu-
larly by state-aligned
hacking groups, are
becoming harder to
contain as artificial
intelligence (AI) and
automation allow at-
tackers to conduct
credential attacks and
access attempts at un-
precedented speed and
scale, a new report has
said.

The report from
Colombo-based pub-
lication Asian News
Post also pointed to a
pattern of attack that
can create risks across
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a much broader net-
work of organisations
unlike traditional at-
tacks that targeted a
single organisation.
The report men-
tioned the 2026 breach
of US software pro-
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vider ConnectWise-- a
trusted technology
supplier done by a Chi-
na state-aligned group
tracked using an Al-
enabled penetration-
testing framework
that automated parts

of its campaign.

The campaign tar-
geted  organisations
across the defence,
energy, finance, gov-
ernment and technol-
ogy sectors creating
concerns of access that
persisted even after
the initial breach was
contained.

ConnectWise's
software has trusted
connections to other
organisations, using
which the attackers
could reach multiple
customers without
breaking into each
organisation indepen-
dently. (IANS/UNI)
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China's cyber espionage hecomes harder to contain

RASHTRIYA EKTA DIWAS
Security forces parade at Ekta Nagar showcases anti-Naxal operations,

Commandant  Rohan
Badhawat. According to
the officials, 16 BSF bat-
talions were deployed
in areas including
Kanker and Abujhmad
in Chhattisgarh and
Malkangiri and Swabhi-
man Anchal in Odisha.
The force's operations

were credited with elim-
inating 118 Naxalites,
securing the surrender
of 2,297 and arresting
1,908.

The announcer said
40 BSF personnel had
made the supreme sac-
rifice. The CRPF's elite
CoBRA unit, led by As-
sistant Commandant
Ashutosh Tiguyat, was
also featured.

Ten CoBRA battal-
ions were deployed in
the forests of Chhattis-
garh and Jharkhand,
where they took part in
operations, including
'Operation Black For-
est'.

The regular CRPF
contingent was led by
Assistant Commandant
Pratishtha Rai. The
parade presentation at-
tributed 1,387 Naxalite

deaths, 29,237 arrests
and 15,766 surrenders
to the force's anti-Naxal
operations, while 781
personnel were said to
have lost their lives.

Chhattisgarh Police's
women Bastar Fight-
ers, led by Deputy Su-
perintendent of Police
(DySP) Amrita Paikra,
represented the role of
women personnel in
building trust with local
communities in Naxal-
affected Bastar.

The state's Special
Task Force and District
Reserve Guard also
marched, with their
commanders identified
as DSP Om Prakash
Singh and DSP Kunti
Banjare, respectively.

Officials said the
Chhattisgarh STF had
eliminated 597 Nax-

alites and secured 870
surrenders, while 47
personnel had been
killed and 175 injured.
The DRG was credited
with eliminating 1,240
Naxalites and securing
9,767 surrenders, with
72 personnel killed and

242 injured.

Other contingents
included the CRPF's
decorated personnel

and Jammu and Kash-
mir Police officers hon-
oured with the Shaurya
Chakra.

The presentation
also recognised the
bravery of officers who
took part in counter-
terrorism operations
and actions against
armed insurgents.
Andhra Pradesh Grey-
hounds, led by DSP K
Srinivasa Rao, were

sacrifices

credited in the an-
nouncement with elim-
inating 746 Naxalites,
arresting 767 and se-
curing 451 surrenders.

The force's 57 per-
sonnel who died in op-
erations were also re-
membered. The parade
included the CISF and
its role in securing na-
tional mining installa-
tions in Naxal-affected
states.

The announcer said
50 CISF personnel had
made the supreme sac-
rifice in the campaign.

The march-past
sought to recognise the
role of police and cen-
tral forces in internal
security, while remem-
bering personnel who
lost their lives in opera-
tions against Naxalism
and terrorism. (IANS)
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France heads into third WEGkEIId Of pl‘Ot@StS

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
PARIS, OCT 31

France prepared Saturday
for a third consecutive
weekend of protests over
living costs and educa-
tion, deploying 70,000
police and gendarmes and
rerouting the Paris march
to the capital's edge as
youth-led demonstrations
spread across Europe.

Interior Minister Lau-
rent Nuflez warned of a
“very high risk” of disor-
der, especially after dark
on Halloween.

Paris police banned
union and “yellow vest”
marches through the city
center, ordering demon-
strations to follow a single
route along the capital’s
outer boulevards, from
Porte de Bagnolet to Porte
de Charenton. Unions
and student groups chal-

Protesters attend a rally in Valenciennes.

lenged the restrictions in
court, but lost.

President Emmanuel
Macron said Monday that
marches would stay out
of city centers to protect
shops.

Police also barred entry
to Place de la Republique

and Les Halles, both hit by
rioting and looting on Oct.
17, from 11 p.m. to 6 a.m.
Saturday and Sunday.
Unaccompanied  mi-
nors face a separate 9
p.m. curfew around the
Champs-Elysees. A Paris
court on Wednesday sus-

pended an earlier curfew
on minors as a serious
and illegal infringement of
freedom of movement.
The movement began
with high school students
protesting school condi-
tions and broadened into
anger over living costs.

Japan urges G20 to
strengthen oil StOCl(p“ES

ATLANTA, OCT 31

Japan urged G20 coun-
tries to strengthen oil
stockpiles and keep en-
ergy trade free and trans-
parent, while outlining
plans for closer coopera-
tion with Gulf nations to
improve energy security.

Foreign Minister Toshi-
mitsu Motegi presented
the proposals during a
session on energy and
economic growth at the
G20 Foreign Ministers’
Meeting in Atlanta, ac-
cording to an official Jap-
anese readout.

His intervention fo-
cused on international
coordination to address
energy supply instability
affecting Asian countries
and on closer coopera-
tion between producing
and consuming nations.

The session discussed
energy security, includ-
ing the current energy
crisis against the back-
drop of developments in
the Middle East.

Motegi identified three
priorities: ensuring free
and transparent energy
trade, strengthening oil
stockpiles through inter-
national  coordination,
and improving coopera-
tion between energy pro-
ducers and consumers.

He said the G20, which
accounts for more than

80 per cent of global gross
domestic product and

energy consumption,
shared responsibility for
addressing the crisis.

Japan also disclosed that
it was formulating a com-
prehensive  cooperation
plan with Gulf countries to
strengthen their economic
and energy resilience.
The readout did not spec-
ify a timetable, funding
amount or the countries
that would participate.

The proposed plan
formed part of Japan’s
broader approach to con-
necting Middle Eastern
oil producers with Asian
consumers, Motegi said.

Japan intended to play
an active role in that re-
lationship through coop-
eration covering energy
supplies, storage and in-
frastructure, according
to the account of his re-
marks.

Motegi pointed to work
already under way to ex-
pand stockpiles in Asia.
He also cited Japanese fi-
nancing and engineering
cooperation for desalina-
tion plants and liquefied
natural gas liquefaction
facilities in Middle East-
ern countries.

Deepening those ac-
tivities would contribute
to global energy security,
he said. (IANS/UNI)

N. Korean hackers linked
to Binance theft

WASHINGTON, OCT 31

North Korean hackers
purportedly stole an es-
timated US$6.36 billion
in cryptocurrency from
Binance, the world's
largest cryptocurrency
exchange, in what would
be the biggest crypto-
currency theft on re-
cord, according to a U.S.
blockchain intelligence
firm.

TRM Labs said Thurs-
day's attack against Bi-
nance was most likely
carried out by Trader-
Traitor, a North Korean
hacking group, which
stole digital assets from
Binance across 10 block-
chain networks. Most
of the funds were taken

in about 20 minutes, it
said.

The firm said it had
"high confidence" that
the group was behind
the attack, citing its
analysis of cryptocur-
rency transactions and
similarities with previ-
ous North Korean hack-
ing operations, reports
Yonhap news agency.

According to TRM
Labs, the hackers began
preparing for the attack
at least 36 hours in ad-
vance. The firm believes
they gained access to
systems used to au-
thorise cryptocurrency
transfers, allowing them
to move funds without
permission. (IANS)

WASHINGTON, OCT 31
Canada and the Euro-
pean Union have agreed
to work towards making
Canada the bloc’s first
“Associate Member”, a
partnership short of full
membership, as the two
sides launched what they
called an “Alliance for the
Future” at a summit in
Montreal.

“Canada and the EU
are working towards the
deepest possible part-
nership — short of full
membership — with
Canada becoming the
European Union’s first
Associate Member,”
Prime Minister Mark
Carney posted on X on
Friday.

“Today in Montréal, we
took a major step forward
with more than twenty
new measures that will
create greater affordabil-
ity, opportunity, and sov-
ereignty on both sides of
the Atlantic,” he wrote.

European Council
President Antonio Costa
said the summit had
broken new ground. “At
today’s EU-Canada Sum-
mit, we made history,”
Costa posted. “We agreed

to an ever-closer associa-
tion - everything short of

a full EU membership.”

According to the Cana-
dian Prime Minister’s Of-

www.thefreedompress.in

Canada moves to become
EU’s first ‘Assoclate Member’

summit was held in
Montreal on October
29 and 30, with Carney
hosting Costa and Eu-
ropean Commission

and the EU concluded a
Digital Trade Agreement
and negotiations on a
Competition Agreement,
and Canada joined the

Canada signed a treaty framework allowing the European Invest-
ment Bank to invest in Canadian critical minerals projects, and
the two sides will study increasing Canadian LNG exports to Eu-
rope and a new transatlantic data cable. Canada will also negoti-
ate wider participation in Erasmus+ and joining the next Horizon
Europe research programme.

fice, Canada and the EU

“will determine the sub-
stance, scale, and scope
of this form of member-
ship” over the coming
months.

The 21st Canada-EU

President Ursula von
der Leyen. The Euro-
pean Council said the
leaders agreed on a joint
statement.

Among the measures
announced, Canada

European High Perfor-
mance Computing Joint
Undertaking, giving its
researchers access to the
JUPITER supercomput-
er, the Prime Minister’s
Office said. IANS/UNI)

Bangladesh death toll from dengue rises

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
DHAKA, OCT 31
Bangladesh recorded its
highest monthly dengue
death toll of the year in
October, with experts
warning the outbreak is
unlikely to ease signifi-
cantly before December.
The outbreak has killed
418 people and led to
more than 133,000 hospi-

tal admissions this year as
of October 30, according
to health ministry data.
October alone accounted
for 173 deaths, surpass-
ing September’s 148 and
making it the deadliest
month of 2026 so far.

The surge comes as
Bangladesh is also battling
the world’s worst measles
outbreak, which has killed

more than 1,200 people,
placing additional strain
on an already stretched
health care system.
Doctors said many
dengue patients were
only seeking hospital ad-
mission after developing
severe complications. At
the state-run Shaheed
Suhrawardy Medical
College and Hospital in

Dhaka, 279 dengue pa-
tients were being treated
after 67 new admissions
in a single day, hospital
director Mirza Golam
Sarwar said.

“We are getting many
patients in shock. Their
blood pressure is some-
times too low to measure,
and their oxygen levels are
dropping,” he said.

Polish president turns back from Senegal
as court row sparks protests in Warsaw

WARSAW, OCT31

Polish President Karol
Nawrocki cut short his
official trip to Senegal
and returned to Warsaw
on Friday after a dispute
over the suspension of
the head of the coun-
try's Constitutional Tri-
bunal triggered protests
and heightened political
tensions.

Nawrocki said he had
decided to return while
his aircraft was flying
over southern Spain, ar-
guing that the situation
required his presence in
Poland. "At a moment
like this, the President
must be in Poland. I am
cutting short my flight to
Senegal. [ am returning,"
he wrote on X.

The crisis erupted af-

ter orders appeared on
the Constitutional Tribu-
nal's website temporar-
ily removing its president,
Bogdan  Swieczkowski,
and vice-president, Bart-
lomiej Sochanski, from
their duties. However, the
tribunal's official account
on X rejected the move as
illegal, insisting that both
officials remained in of-
fice and describing the at-

tempt to remove them as
a"coup".

Police were deployed
around the tribunal in
Warsaw amid fears of
unrest.  Officers  said
three people have been
detained after allegedly
climbing over the court's
perimeter fence, while
some protesters were ac-
cused of throwing objects
at police personnel.

The  demonstrations
drew supporters of the
opposition Law and Jus-
tice (PiS) party, with sev-
eral politicians, including
party leader Jaroslaw Kac-
zynski, gathering outside
the court. They accused
the government of at-
tempting to take control
of the judiciary and called
on Nawrocki to intervene.

At the centre of the lat-
est confrontation is Judge
Anna Korwin-Piotrows-
ka, who said she had or-
dered Swieczkowski and
Sochanski to stop per-
forming their duties. She
told public broadcaster
TVP Info that seven
judges were inside the
tribunal and that po-
lice had not entered the
building. (IANS)

US warns of risks in
overseas money transfers

WASHINGTON, OCT 31
The US Treasury warned
banks and money-trans-
fer firms about risks in
certain overseas pay-
ments, citing more than
$8 billion in potentially
suspicious wire transfers
identified in reporting
covering 2021-25.

The Financial Crimes
Enforcement Network, or
FinCEN, issued an alert
on payments directed by
overseas agents through
US-based money ser-
vices businesses. It also
released a notice on the
misuse of charities and
non-profit organisations.

The documents
formed part of anti-fraud
initiatives announced by
Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent in St. Cloud,

Minnesota. Treasury said
the measures supported
the White House Task
Force to Eliminate Fraud.

FinCEN cautioned
that suspicious activ-
ity reports provide in-
vestigative leads and do
not establish criminal
wrongdoing. The alert fo-
cuses on arrangements in
which an overseas com-
mercial agent tells a US
money-transfer compa-
ny to pay another foreign
business. That recipient
may be described as the
agent’s supplier or part-
ner. Banks handling these
payments may have little
information about the
overseas agent, the final
recipient or the underly-
ing business transaction,
the alert said. (IANS)

All-Han Chinese politburo exposes deepemng ethnic exclusion under Xi Jinping

NAYPYIDAW, OCT 31
Under China's ethnic
autonomy law, the head-
of-government post in
autonomous regions is
reserved for a member of
the local ethnic minor-
ity, but the more powerful
party secretary position
has generally been occu-
pied by a Han Chinese of-
ficial, a report has stated.
It noted that for de-
cades, minorities have
accounted for roughly 10
to 11 per cent of full and
alternate Central Com-
mittee members, yet the

majority have remained in
the alternate tier.
“No ethnic minor-

ity official has ever joined
the Politburo Standing
Committee. A handful
reached the wider Polit-
buro: Zhuang General Wei

Guoging and Mongolian
leader Ulanhu served
there during the Mao
and early reform years;

Hui Liangyu later served

in the body and became
a Vice Premier. Those
cases show the barrier

isn’t formal, but they also

highlight how rarely it has
been crossed,” a report in
Myanmar’s media outlet

- b i £
The Irrawaddy detalled
According to the report,
ethnic policy under Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping

has increasingly focused
on “forging a strong sense
of community for the Chi-
nese nation.”

At the 2021 Central Eth-
nic Work Conference, it
said, Xi tied the standards
for officials to their firm
backing of centralised
party leadership and com-
mitment to his national
community agenda.

The report noted that
the approach prioritis-
es political cohesion, a
shared national identity
and security over repre-
sentation of distinct eth-
nic groups.

“Perhaps this policy
did not directly cause the
all-Han Politburo. Public
records don’t reveal the
bargaining, vetting or re-
jected candidates behind
elite appointments. Still,

the roster fits a system
where minority identity
can warrant representa-
tion in congresses and au-
tonomous governments
but offers little access to
the center,” it mentioned.

The report highlighted
that China’'s Commu-
nist Party appointed its
24-member Politburo in
October 2022, with ev-
ery member being a Han
Chinese man. For the first
time in 25 years, it said,
the body had no women,
while none of China’s
55 officially recognised
ethnic minority groups
secured a place. Four
years later, the group has
become even more exclu-
sive.

“In October 2025, the
party expelled Central
Military Commission Vice

Chairman He Weidong.
Former Xinjiang Party
Secretary Ma Xingrui fol-
lowed in July 2026, and
top general Zhang Youxia
last month. Official notic-
es accused all three of se-
rious violations; the notice
on Zhang also alleged dis-
loyalty, ‘faction-building’
and a remarkably large
number of bribes,” the re-
port detailed.

“Their removal leaves
an active Politburo of
21—a concentration that
tells us something impor-
tant about power under
Xi Jinping. Diversity exists
farther down the politi-
cal system, often through
quotas and administrative
rules. It disappears where
the most consequential
decisions are made,” it
added. (IANS/UNI)
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Israeli military activity blocking Lebanon’s recovery as 500,000 remain displaced: UN

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
BEIRUT, OCT 31

The Israeli military’s
ongoing presence and
activities in southern
Lebanon are preventing
displaced families from
returning home safely
and rebuilding their
lives, the UN said on Fri-
day, as it warned that the
country’s humanitar-
ian crisis was “far from
over.”

While nearly 970,000
people have returned to
their communities in
southern areas, more than
300,000 remained internal-
ly displaced as of Wednes-
day, UN spokesperson
Stephane Dujarric said,
citing data from the Office
for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs.

More Israeli demoli-

tions, fires and strikes
were reported across
southern Lebanon this
week, he added, both in-
side the so-called “combat

zone” declared by Israel,
from which residents were
ordered to evacuate, and in
communities outside of it.
Many of those who have

gone home returned to
find their houses damaged,
livelihoods difficult to re-
sume and essential servic-
es disrupted, Dujarric said.

In Nabatieh governor-
ate, the olive harvest has
been disrupted by inse-
curity and restrictions
on access to crops, and

farmers in some villages
were able to collect fruit
for only two days before
the Israeli army forced
them to stop.

The Lebanon Humani-
tarian Fund has allocated
$91 million to support dis-
placed persons, returnees,
refugees and others in
communities affected by
the escalation this year.

“Without safety, access
to essential services and
opportunities to earn a
living, families cannot
rebuild their lives,” Du-
jarric said, as he renewed
the UN’s call for civilians
and civilian infrastruc-
ture to be protected, un-
impeded humanitarian
access, and for all parties
to facilitate “the safe and
dignified return of people
to their homes.”
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(1sraeli attacks devastat
agriculture in Quneitra

ivestock farming in

Ruwayhina village
in Quneitra country-
side has become an in-
creasingly dangerous
activity for residents,
as continued Israeli at-
tacks and restrictions
prevent farmers and
herders from access-
ing their land and pas-
tures.

Direct attacks on
livestock and graz-
ing areas have un-
dermined residents’
ability to continue
agricultural and live-
stock activities, caus-

\\ing significantlosses to

N
e

local agricultural and
animal production.
Several villagers de-
scribed the difficult
conditions they face.
Daily attacks and
gunfire from Israeli oc-
cupation forces have
been compounded by
the repeated targeting
of their herds, leaving
barns and pastures in-
creasingly quiet.
Agriculture and live-
stock raising, long the
main sources of live-
lihood in the village,
have become fraught
with danger for farm-
ers and herders alike. )
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Kuwait calls for balanced approach to
codification of international law

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
KUWAIT CITY, OCT 31
Kuwait has empha-
sized the importance
of respecting state sov-
ereignty and taking
national practices into
account when drafting
and progressively devel-
oping international law,
stressing that legal re-
forms must be based on
accurate assessments
of international prac-
tices and relevant legal
evidence to strengthen
legal certainty and the
rule of law.

The position was
outlined by Second
Secretary of Kuwait’s
Permanent Mission to
the United Nations, Jas-
sim Al-Amiri, during a
meeting of the UN Gen-
eral Assembly’s Sixth
Committee discussing
Item 78 on the report of
the International Law
Commission’s 76th and
77th sessions.

Al-Amiri commend-
ed the Commission’s
efforts to codify and
progressively develop
international law, high-
lighting the importance
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of constructive engage-
ment with the Sixth
Committee and giving
due consideration to
the views and national
practices of member
states.

He stressed the need
to distinguish between
the codification of ex-
isting international le-
gal rules and proposals
for their progressive
development, caution-
ing against prejudging
states’ positions on the
legal nature or impli-
cations of the Commis-
sion’s conclusions and
proposals.

Addressing rising
sea levels, Al-Amiri ac-
knowledged the serious
environmental, eco-
nomic, social and legal
challenges facing coast-
al and island states, call-
ing for continued inter-
national cooperation to
address climate change
and mitigate its effects.

He also highlighted
the importance of fol-
lowing up on the Sea
Level Rise Declaration
adopted during the
High-Level Week of the

UN General Assembly’s
81st session, while tak-
ing into account the

concerns of affected
states.
Al-Amiri further

stressed that discus-
sions on rising sea lev-
els must be grounded in
relevant international
legal principles, par-
ticularly the United Na-
tions Convention on the
Law of the Sea. On the
subject of general prin-
ciples of law, he called
for due consideration of
the diversity of national
legal systems and inter-
national practices, as
well as clear criteria for
identifying such prin-
ciples and determining
their scope of applica-
tion without undermin-
ing other sources of in-
ternational law.

He concluded by re-
affirming Kuwait’s ap-
preciation for the Com-
mission’s work and the
importance of contin-
ued dialogue with mem-
ber states to strengthen
the codification and pro-
gressive development of
international law.

Saudi air defenses intercept hostile drone
in Riyadh region, no injuries reported

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
RIYADH, OCT 31
Air defenses intercept-
ed and destroyed a hos-
tile drone in the Riyadh
region, Coalition to Sup-
port Legitimacy in Ye-
men spokesperson Maj.
Gen. Turki Al-Maliki
announced Saturday.

Al-Maliki said debris
from the interception
fell in the area, with no
injuries reported.

He added that the rel-
evant authorities were
responding to the site.

Earlier, air defens-
es intercepted and
destroyed two mis-

siles and three drones

launched by the Houthi
militia toward several
regions of the Kingdom
on Friday and Saturday,
according to the Coali-
tion to Support Legiti-

macy in Yemen.
Coalition spokesper-
son Maj. Gen. Turki Al-
Maliki said air defense
forces intercepted and
destroyed a cruise mis-

sile launched by the
Houthi militia toward
the western region and
a ballistic missile tar-
geting the southern re-
gion.

Al-Maliki added that
three drones launched
by the Houthis toward
Riyadh, Makkah and

Madinah were also
intercepted and de-
stroyed.

The latest intercep-
tions followed similar
incidents Thursday,
when Saudi air de-
fenses intercepted and
destroyed two ballistic
missiles launched by
the Houthis toward Ri-

yadh and another bal-
listic missile targeting
the Eastern Province,

according to Al-Maliki.
Meanwhile, Saudi
Civil Defense urged

citizens and residents
to follow safety instruc-
tions during warning
periods, including stay-
ing away from open ar-
eas and glass windows
and avoiding balconies
and rooftops.

Debris from the inter-
cepted ballistic missile
injured a Saudi citizen
in Riyadh on Thurs-
day, according to the
spokesperson of the
Civil Defense.

Dubai rental contracts can be cancelled over

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
DUBAI, OCT 31

Landlords and tenants
in Dubai can ask to can-
cel a signed rental con-
tract before the tenancy
begins if they can prove
they were misled when
making the agreement,
under a new judicial
principle established by
Dubai's Rental Disputes
Center.

The ruling, announced
on Thursday, means that
signing a rental contract
does not always make
it final. If deception is
proven, either party may
seek to have the agree-
ment cancelled before it
takes effect, provided the
legal conditions are met.

Dubai's Rental Dis-
putes Center said the
principle "confirms that
legal safeguards may ex-
tend beyond the signing
of a contract, provided

the applicable legal re-
quirements are met."

The decision follows
a dispute involving a
landlord who wanted to
cancel a signed rental
agreement after discov-
ering that the company
he planned to rent his
property to had a history
of unpaid rent and court
cases.

The landlord had
agreed to rent his prop-
erty to a company. Be-
fore handing over the
property, he discovered

that the company had
previously faced court
cases and judgments for
failing to pay rent on
other properties it had
leased for subletting to
third parties.

Several arrest and
bring-in orders had also
been issued against the
company's manager
in cases involving un-
paid rental obligations,
bounced cheques and de-
layed payments.

Concerned that the
company might fail to

meet its obligations, the
landlord approached
Dubai's Rental Disputes
Center to have the agree-
ment cancelled before
the tenancy began.

His request was ini-
tially rejected. The case
was later reviewed on
appeal by the General
Authority of Dubai's
Rental Disputes Center.
After examining the
evidence, the Authority
found that the circum-
stances amounted to de-
ception under the UAE's
Civil Transactions Law.

Dubai's Rental Dis-
putes Center said the
Authority "ruled that the
lease agreement must be
annulled and the parties
restored to the position
they had been in before
signing it." In simple
terms, the contract was
cancelled, and both sides
were to return to their

teception

positions before the
agreement was signed.

The ruling does not
mean landlords or ten-
ants can simply walk
away from a signed
agreement because they
change their minds.
There must be evidence
of deception, and the le-
gal requirements must
be met.

Dubai's Rental Dis-
putes Center said the rul-
ing confirmed that "an-
nulment may be sought
before implementation
begins where deception
is demonstrated and the
applicable legal grounds
are satisfied."

This means a land-
lord or tenant may have
grounds to challenge an
agreement even after
signing it, as long as the
tenancy has not yet be-
gun and deception can
be established.

Jordan stops fighters
attempting to enter from Syria
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FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
AMMAN, OCT 31
Jordanian border
guards stopped a group
of 14 armed individu-
als attempting to cross
into northern Jordan
from Syria, the armed
forces said in a state-
ment on Saturday.

The group tried to
infiltrate on Friday
under heavy fire and
direct engagement,
causing numerous

casualties among the
armed group, while the
remaining members
fled back into Syria,
the armed forces said.

Tensions  between
the neighbors are high
after Jordanian strikes
in southern Syria in
retaliation for a deadly
church attack in the
kingdom last week that
Amman linked to mili-
tants operating across
the border.

10 dead and 24 injured in collision in Giza

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
CAIRO, OCT 31

The Egyptian Ministry
of Health and Popula-
tion reported that 10
people were killed and
24 others were injured
in a collision between a
microbus and a heavy
truck in the vicinity of
6th of October City in
Giza Governorate at
the intersection of the
Middle Road and the
Dabaa Road on Satur-
day.

The ministry’s
spokesperson stated in
a statement that “the
Egyptian Ambulance
Authority dispatched
twenty ambulances to
the scene of the acci-
dent immediately upon
receiving the report,
transporting the in-
jured to nearby hospi-

tals,” noting that these
figures are prelimi-
nary and that counting
and monitoring opera-
tions are still ongoing.

The spokesperson ex-
plained that “there are
10 injured individuals
in critical condition,
and 14 have injuries
ranging from minor
to moderate, while 10

e

fatalities were trans-
ferred to the morgue of
October Central Hospi-
tal,” pointing out that
Minister of Health and
Population Khaled Ab-
del Ghaffar has direct-
ed to raise the state of
readiness in hospitals
located in the area of
the accident and sur-
rounding areas.

Tirkiye, Uzbekistan
ink new deals

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
ANKARA, OCT 31

Tiirkiye and Uzbekistan
signed new trade deals
to expand bilateral co-
operation across sectors
and target an annual
trade volume of $5 bil-
lion in the short term.

Turkish  President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan
and his Uzbek counter-
part, Shavkat Mirzi-
yoyev, held a meeting
in Ankara alongside
the 13th summit of the
Organization of Turkic
States (OTS).

The two leaders fo-
cused on trade, invest-
ment, mining, transpor-
tation and the defense
industry. This dialogue
builds on Mirziyoyev’s
visit to Tiirkiye in Janu-

ary for the High-Level
Strategic =~ Cooperation
Council, when deals were
signed on health, energy,
finance and culture.

The two leaders
signed five additional
deals on trade, social
security and business
support during their
latest meeting in Anka-
ra, including a protocol
expanding the scope of
the preferential trade
agreement between the
two countries.

The leaders also es-
tablished the Tiirkiye-
Uzbekistan Business and
Investment Council to
generate momentum for
joint commercial projects
and strengthen ties be-
tween public institutions
and the private sectors.

UAE contains
oil spill

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
DUBAI, OCT 31

The United Arab Emir-
ates announced Friday
that it contained an oil
spill from a tanker in-
volved in an incident
in its territorial waters,
while efforts continued
to address marine pol-
lution affecting several
coastal areas.

The Ministry of En-
ergy and Infrastructure
said it was coordinat-
ing with the Ministry
of Climate Change and
Environment, the Na-
tional Emergency Cri-
sis and Disaster Man-
agement Authority,
and other agencies to
secure the oil tanker
GEM NO. 2 and mini-
mize potential risks,
according to the state
news agency WAM.
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NEW DELHI, OCT 31

The Competition Com-
mission of India (CCI)
has approved the ac-
quisition of equity share
capital of IntelliSmart
Infrastructure  Private
Ltd by Adani Energy So-
lutions Ltd.

"The proposed com-
bination envisages the
acquisition of 100 per
cent of the equity share
capital of the target (In-
telliSmart Infrastructure
Pvt Ltd) by the acquirer
(Adani Energy Solutions
Ltd) from National In-
vestment and Infrastruc-
ture Fund (NIIF) and En-
ergy Efficiency Services
Ltd (EESL)," the regula-
tor said in a statement

Indian Telecom Sector,

Telephone Subscribers

BUSINESS

CCl okays Adani Energy Solutions’ Rs 3,050-crore
acquisition of IntelliSmart Infrastructure

on Saturday.

IntelliSmart Infra-
structure is involved in
providing advanced me-
tering infrastructure for
electricity in the country.
It is also engaged in de-
ploying smart gas me-
ters.
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lator said.

Earlier in June, Adani
Energy Solutions an-
nounced that it had
executed a binding se-
curities purchase and
subscription agree-
ment to acquire a 100
per cent equity stake in

IntelliSmart Infrastruc-
ture. The Rs 3,050-crore
transaction includes the
acquisition of 100 per
cent equity share capital
of IntelliSmart and re-
demption of optionally
convertible debentures
held by NIIF.

NIIF is India's sover-
eign-anchored alterna-
tive asset manager, while
EESL is a joint venture
of leading public sector
undertakings under the
Ministry of Power.

The Acquirer is part of
the Adani Group and is
a public listed company
incorporated in India,
listed on the BSE and the
National Stock Exchange
of India. (IANS/UNI)
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Quad unveils Al, minerals

FROM PAGE 1

Their joint statement
set out initiatives span-
ning economic security,
technology, maritime
cooperation and disas-
ter response. A separate
Japanese account detailed
discussions on regional
tensions and North Korea.

The ministers expressed
their intention to provide
more than $85 million in
technical and financial as-
sistance to support access
to trusted technology, in-
cluding through the Quad
SI Accelerator.

The release used the
term “Super Intelligence”,
with a footnote explaining
that it refers to artificial
intelligence in Australia,

India and Japan. It high-
lighted the importance of
this technology and initia-
tives such as Pax Silica to
future economic growth.

The statement did not
specify individual country
contributions or how the
assistance would be dis-
tributed.

The partners will launch
an effort to identify semi-
conductor and Al supply

and marltlme plans

chain chokepoints before
they cause disruptions.
They stressed the need for
secure and trusted sup-
plies of advanced semi-
conductors and AI hard-
ware.

They will identify prior-
ity countries for coopera-
tion on 5G, 6G, Open Ra-
dio Access Networks and
Al-enabled radio access
networks. TANS/UNI)

Cumulative 50-75

bps hike likely

NEW DELHI, OCT 31
The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI), which raised policy
rates for the first time by
25bps in nearly four years
with a change in stance to
calibrated tightening from
neutral, is expected to act
in a pre-emptive manner
and "we expect a cumula-
tive 50-75bps hike in this
tightening cycle", a report
said on Saturday. The glut
in system liquidity has been
absorbed by RBI's mea-
sures and “we expect RBI
to hike rates in next poli-
cy,” said the report by Bank
of Baroda. Consumption
in the month of Septem-
ber paints a strong picture
overall as reflected by high
frequency indicators such
as non-oil and non-gold
imports, electronic imports
and auto sales data amidst
festive cheer. (IANS)

WINDFALL TAX RESET

Petrol exports exempt dutles increased on diesel and ATF

NEW DELHI, OCT 31

The government on Sat-
urday withdrew the spe-
cial additional excise duty
on petrol exports while
increasing export levies
on diesel and aviation
turbine fuel (ATF).

According to notifica-
tions issued by the Fi-
nance Ministry, petrol
exports will no longer
attract any export duty,
compared with the earlier
levy of Rs 2.50 per litre.

At the same time, the
duty on diesel exports has
beenincreased toRs 11.50
per litre from Rs 8.50 per
litre, while the export levy
on ATF has been raised
to Rs 11 per litre from Rs
10.50 per litre.

The revised rates come
as the government con-
tinues its fortnightly

review of fuel export du-
ties in response to fluc-
tuations in international
crude oil and refined
product prices.

The latest revision re-
verses part of the October
adjustment, when the
government raised the
levy on petrol exports to
Rs 2.50 per litre from Rs
0.50 per litre while simul-
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taneously reducing the
duty on diesel exports to
Rs 8.50 per litre from Rs
16 per litre.

Fuel export duties have
undergone multiple revi-
sions in recent months as
authorities sought to bal-
ance domestic supply re-
quirements with changing
global market conditions.

The export levies were

reintroduced in March
this year after geopoliti-
cal tensions in the Middle
East triggered a sharp rise
in global crude prices and
disrupted established en-
ergy supply routes.

The government had
said the measures were
aimed at ensuring ade-
quate domestic fuel avail-
ability by discouraging
refiners from diverting
supplies to overseas mar-
kets when export margins
were more attractive.

India's energy secu-
rity concerns intensified
following disruptions
to shipping through the
Strait of Hormuz, a critical
transit corridor through
which a significant share
of the country's crude
oil imports traditionally
moved. TANS/UNI)

Centre extends customs duty
exemptlon on cotton 1mports

NEW DELHI, OCT 31

In a bid to augment the
availability of cotton for
the domestic textile sec-
tor, the government on
Saturday extended the
existing customs duty
exemption on cotton im-
ports till December 31,
2026.

Through the amend-
ment, the existing ex-
emption, which was
available until October
31, 2026, has now been
extended by two months.

The aim is to address
specialised cotton re-
quirements and support
value addition across the
textile and apparel value
chain, the Ministry of Tex-
tiles said in a statement.

"The measure is ex-
pected to provide greater
flexibility to textile and
apparel  manufactur-
ers in meeting their raw
material requirements,
help ease input cost
pressures, support Mi-
cro, Small and Medium
Enterprises  (MSMEs),
and strengthen the com-
petitiveness of Indian

1nternat10nal markets
the statement said.
According to the gov-
ernment, this move is ex-
pected to facilitate unin-
terrupted availability of
raw materials, improve
operational flexibility for
the textile industry, and
promote greater value
addition across the cot-
ton-based textile and ap-

textiles in domestic and

parel sector. (IANS)

AT1 BONDS
Axis Trustee warns contempt
proceeding against Yes Bank

NEW DELHI, OCT 31
Axis Trustee Services
Limited, the trustee for
the Additional Tier 1
(AT1) bonds issued by
Yes Bank, called upon the
private sector lender to
reinstate the bonds and
take necessary corporate
actions within three days,
failing which the former
would initiate contempt
proceedings in Supreme
Court against the bank.
The trustee said in a fil-
ing that non-compliance
will constitute "wilful dis-
obedience by the lender of
the Supreme Court’s Oc-

tober 15 judgment".

Yes Bank said it had re-
sponded to the trustee, ac-
knowledging the Supreme
Court judgment and reiter-
ating that it was fully com-
mitted to acting in accor-
dance with the ruling and
applicable law, according
to an exchange filing.

The Bank replied to the
Trustee that it is cogni-
sant of the matters and is
examining the SC Judg-
ment and its implica-
tions in detail.

“The Bank will take all
such steps and measures
as are necessary and per-
missible under applicable
law,” Yes Bank said. (IANS)

SEBI focus remains on
facilitating capital formation

NEW DELHI, OCT 31
The Securities and Ex-
change Board of India
(SEBI) Chairman, Tuhin
Kanta Pandey, said on Sat-
urday that the capital mar-
kets regulator continuous-
ly works towards making
India's capital markets
more accessible, efficient
and resilient, focusing on
facilitating capital forma-
tion, improving ease of do-
ing business and strength-
ening investor protection.
Speaking at the ‘Bharat
Chamber of Commerce
Investors Forum’ in Kol-
kata, Pandey noted strong
expansion of market capi-

annually through equity
and debt issuances.

"While we continue to
strengthen markets for
businesses, an equally im-
portant priority is investor
protection. ~ World-class
markets must be not only
efficient during normal
times, but also resilient
during periods of stress,"
Pandey said.

He said that the market
capitalisation has grown
strongly over the past
decade, with companies
raising on average more
than Rs 10 lakh crore an-
nually through equity and
debt issuances. "While we

Rupee should be India’s ‘first line of
defense’ against energy shock: IMF

WASHINGTON, OCT 31
The International Mon-
etary Fund has said the
rupee should be India’s
“first line of defense”
against the energy shock
from the war in the
Middle East, signalling a
preference for exchange
rate flexibility over heavy
central bank intervention,
even as it kept its 7 per
cent growth forecast for
the Indian economy.
Responding to a ques-
tion at her regular press
briefing in Washington
on Thursday about the
Reserve Bank of India’s
recent intervention to
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UNICATIONS DIRECTOR, IMF
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IMF Communications Director Julie Kozack

the Fund’s Asia and Pa-
cific Department, Krishna
Srinivasan.

“Given the ongoing
energy shocks that In-
dia is confronting, like
all countries, our view is

ing the exchange rate to
move freely to reflect the
impact of these shocks is
important to help the In-
dian economy adjust to
these shocks,” she said.
Kozack said the Fund’s

(Inverted scale) KBK Infographlcs talisation in India over the  continue to strengthen support the rupee, IMF  that the rupee should be advice would change if a
past decade, with com- markets for businesses, an Communications Direc-  the firstline of defensein ~ weaker currency started
panies raising on average equally important priority tor Julie Kozack said she the face of these shocks,”  to push up prices across
more than Rs 10 lakh crore  is investor protection. was echoing the head of Kozack said. “So, allow- the economy. (IANS)
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India win 20 medals at World
hampionships

Armwretling C

NEW DELHI, OCT 31

Indian armwrestlers
clinched four gold, two
silver and 14 bronze
medals across the first
two days of finals at the
47th World Armwres-
tling and 28th World
Para Armwrestling
Championships 2026,
placing fourth in the
overall medal standings
behind Russia, Kazakh-
stan and Tirkiye.

The championships,
being held in India for
the first time, are taking
place with more than
1,700 athletes from over
60 countries participat-
ing in the competition.

|

The event was inaugu-
rated on Thursday in the
presence of Union Min-
ister for Parliamentary
Affairs and Minority
Affairs Kiren Rijiju and
Hamirpur MP and for-
mer Union Minister for

Youth Affairs and Sports

Anurag Singh Thakur.
The championship is
hosted by the People’s
Armwrestling Federa-
tion of India (PAFI) un-
der the World Armwres-
tling Federation (WAF).

WAF president Assen
Hadjitodorov, general
secretary Mircea Simio-
nescu-Simicel, Asian
Armwrestling Federation
president Jeenbek Mu-
kambetov and Armwres-
tling Australia president
Phil Rasmussen also at-
tended the inauguration.

India’s Masters contin-
gent led the medal charge
on October 29, collect-
ing four gold, one silver
and seven bronze med-
als. Jincymol Sebastian
emerged as the stand-
out performer, winning
gold in both arms in the
Grand Master Women’s
80kg category. (IANS)

MEXICO CITY, OCT 31

Max Verstappen and
Liam Lawson have been
handed grid penalties
for their "unacceptable"”
and "clumsy" incident
during the second prac-
tice session at the Mexi-
co Grand Prix here.

Having missed the
first practice for rookie
drivers Ayumu Iwasa
and Nikola Tsolov, Ver-
stappen and Lawson
were back on the field
for the second practice,
where they made con-
tact.

Verstappen made a
move on Lawson into
Turn 12, but the Rac-
ing Bulls driver fought
back at the next left-
hand turn, forcing

the Red Bull driver to
bounce over the kerb
and rejoin alongside
Lawson. Both cars took
damage: Verstappen's
Red Bull sustained floor
damage, while the Rac-
ing Bulls car sustained
front-wing damage.

The incident called
for a brief red flag to
clear the debris left on

www.thefreedompress.in

Verstappen, Lawson handed grid penalties

the track as the two
drivers continued their
runs, with Verstappen
finishing P5 and Law-
son P9. Speaking about
the incident, the stew-
ards confirmed that it
was unacceptable and
that a penalty had been
handed down.

"On the approach to
Turn 12, Car 3 (Verstap-

pen) was on a prepa-
ration lap, and Car 30
(Lawson) was on a cool
down lap preparing for
another push lap,” read
the stewards' decision
document. “The drivers
of both cars behaved
in a manner that was
considered  unaccept-
able by the stewards,
particularly in view of
the warning that had
been given at the Team
Managers meeting ear-
lier this day. Both driv-
ers admitted the moves
were unnecessary and
‘clumsy’.

Verstappen reacted
to the incident, stating
that it was a result of a
"not very smart behav-
iour". (IANS/UNI)

Acosta wins chaotic Malaysian GP Sprint

SEPANG, OCT 31

Pedro Acosta won a cha-
otic dry-wet Sprint race
at the Sepang Interna-
tional Circuit here, as ti-
tle leader Marc Marquez
increased the champion-
ship gap with a second-
place finish.

Acosta overcame a
four-way battle in a
10-lap Sprint that was
threatened by rain late
on, as he held Marquez
by 0.578s. Marco Bezzec-
chi took the third place
as Ai Ogura, who was
once leading, fell behind
and finished P4.

The result saw Mar-
quez increase his title
lead from the absent
Jorge Martin to 19

points after he collected
nine points for his sec-
ond-place finish. Bez-
zecchi is now 52 points
behind the seven-time
MotoGP champion after
he finished fourth and
collected six points.
Alex Marquez began
the Sprint in the lead af-
ter having outclassed his
elder brother during the

qualifying earlier. He
was leading until four
laps before he slid out
at Turn 14. The lead was
then inherited by Ogura,
as the battle between the
top four continued.

Due to spots of rain,
the white flag came out
as riders were allowed
to change their bikes
for tyres. Iker Lecuona,

Joan Mir and Franco
Morbidelli went to
change their bikes, with
Maverick Vinales opting
for a change later.

Acosta attacked Ogu-
ra for the lead when
three laps were left. He
looked to fight back but
could not and was later
overtaken by Marquez
and Bezzecchi as he
struggled in the slightly
wet conditions.

Earlier, Martin was
ruled out of the remain-
der of the Malaysian GP
weekend due to his frac-
tured wrist. "He made a
superhuman effort, but
it's official: Jorge Martin
(Aprilia Racing) will not
be able to race in the Ma-

laysian GP. Just six days
after breaking his wrist
in Australia, the 2024
Champion and 2026 title
contender returned to the
track on Friday at Sepang,
doing 12 laps in the morn-
ing session and then a few
more in the afternoon be-
fore ending his day early,
intending to recharge for
more on Saturday," Mo-
toGP wrote in a statement.

"Unfortunately, after
more time on track in
FP2 ahead of qualifying,
it was confirmed: Mar-
tin has withdrawn from
the event. The #89 will
remain on the sidelines,
targeting next time out
for another shot at his
return," it added. (IANS)

Auqib Nabi added to India squad

MUMBAI, OCT 31

Jammu and Kashmir fast
bowler Augib Nabi has
received an extended op-
portunity in India’s ODI
setup after the Board of
Control for Cricket in In-
dia (BCCI) included him
in the squad for the first
three matches of the five-
game series against New
Zealand, having initially
been picked only for the
final two games.

The selection commit-
tee’s decision, announced
on Saturday, means Nabi
will now be available for
the entire five-match se-
ries, which begins on No-
vember 4. His inclusion
comes a day after Prasidh
Krishna was ruled out of
the tour, with the pacer

requiring additional time
to recover from a ham-
string injury and regain
the workload needed for
competitive cricket.
Nabi’s recent perfor-
mances in New Zealand
appear to have strength-
ened his case. The 29-year-
old was among India’s
standout bowlers in the
opening unofficial Test

between India A and New
Zealand A at Lincoln last
week, claiming six wick-
ets and exploiting the
assistance on offer from
the surface. He was origi-
nally named in the India
A squad for all three unof-
ficial Tests but was subse-
quently withdrawn from
the groups for the second
and third matches. (IANS)

M.A.SALAM
Film Journalist

ccording to the

Mumbai Police, the
family members of film-
maker Sanjay Gupta
discovered him the fol-
lowing morning and
alerted the police after
he passed away aged 59
by falling in the bath-
room on October 30.

The Versova Police
are investigating the
matter. Sanjay Gupta
fell in the bathroom of
his house on October
30, following which he
died.

A Mumbai Police offi-
cial said that other peo-
ple were present at the
house at the time of the

ctor R Madhavan,

who has worked
in horror films 13B
and Shaitaan, is join-
ing hands with film-
maker Vishal Furia
for a horror feature
film.

For Furia, there was
never any doubt about
who would lead the
film.

The filmmaker said
in a statement: “Mad-
havan sir was always
my first and only
choice. I'm stoked that
he has come on board
and has already start-
@d getting into the

Director Sanjay Gupta
passes away

incident. However, as
the incident took place
late at night, the fam-
ily members could not

world of the film. He
is the true OG horror
star of the cult classic
Indian horror '13B' -
one of my favourite
films of all times.”
“His conviction, his
experience and his un-
derstanding of serious

immediately = become
aware of it. The family
members spotted him
the following morning

horror are very rare,
and I couldn’t think of
anyone better for this
film,” he said.

The film will be pro-
duced by Rohit Ran-
jan under his banner,
Frostlit  Production
Limited.

Vishal has carved a
nicheforhimselfin the
horror space. Starting
with the Marathi film
'Lapachhapi'. He was
then seen building
the 'Chhorii' universe
and recently delivered
'Maa', starring Kajol.
The film also had a
cameo by the star.

and immediately in-
formed the police. The
police also received in-
formation about the in-
cident only in the morn-
ing. According to the
police, the family has
not expressed any sus-
picion so far. The neces-
sary procedures in the
case are currently be-
ing carried out.

The forensics team
has also reached the
late filmmaker’s resi-
dence in Mumbai.

Sanjay Gupta was
best known for di-
recting films such as
‘Kaante’, ‘Kaabil’ and
‘Shootout at Wadala
> along with produc-
ing movies such as
Shootout at Lokhand-
wala, Jazbaa and Acid
Factory.

Singer-composer Ad-
nan Sami recently
visited the Taj Mahal in
Agra with his wife Roya
Sami Khan and family.

He shared glimpses of
their visit to the iconic
monument on social
media and posted pic-
tures from the family
outing

In one of the pictures,

Diljit Dosanijh hits back over
‘Satluj’ jibes during CJP protest

unjabi singer-ac-

tor Diljit Dosanjh
hit back during his
Aura India Tour con-
cert in New Delhi on
Friday, addressing
the backlash over his
earlier “I'm an artist,
bro” remark.

In a befitting reply,
he responded to those
who allegedly mocked
his film 'Satluj' dur-
ing the CJP protests
in Delhi a few months
ago, for him choosing
to not getting involved
in politics and not sup-
porting CJP's protest.

Performing in Delhi
on the opening day of
his India tour, Diljit
addressed the contro-
versy surrounding his
decision to stay away
from the student pro-

.

members of the Cock-

tests earlier this year.
His remarks had roach Janta Party
drawn criticism from (CJP), including its

Adnan is seen posing
with his wife in front
of the Taj Mahal. While
the singer is dressed
in a black outfit, Roya
is seen wearing a grey
sweater, blue jeans,
sunglasses and a beige
hat.

Sharing the pictures,

dergone a remarkable
transformation over
the years and has re-

i A portedly shed around

] Ll B 120-130 kg.

: oV In many interviews,
\ Adnan has spoken

about his weight-loss
journey, revealing that
it was a matter of sur-
vival for him. He had

| ~y Y

e e — earlier shared that
he wrote, "Visited Agra ily." doctors warned him
earlier this week, No While the pictures aboutthe serious conse-
matter how many times offered a glimpse into quences of his weight,
I come to this mag- his family time, it was prompting him to make
nificent monument of also Adnan Sami's significant lifestyle
Love' - The Taj Mahal, physical transforma- changes.

it always looks stun-
ning... Especially when
I'm embraced by the
love of my beloved fam-

tion that caught atten-
tion. The singer, who
once weighed approxi-
mately 230 kg, has un-

The singer has cred-
ited a disciplined diet
and regular exercise for
his transformation and

leader Abhijeet Dipke,
who had questioned
his stance, particular-
ly in the context of his
association with politi-
cally charged projects
such as 'Satluj', based
on the life of human
rights activist Jaswant
Singh Khalra.

the audience, Diljit
said, “I love all of you
because I am an artist,
bro. I am being quiet,
so let me stay quiet. I
support all of you. But
don't teach Punjabis
how to fight.”

He then addressed
the alleged mocking of
his film on stage, say-
ing, “The film you are
making fun of on stage,
Jaswant Singh Khalra's
film, we fought for that
film for a long time.

R.Madhavan to star inVishal Adnan Sami shares glimpses of Taj Mahal visit
Furia’s scary next

has denied undergoing
weight-loss surgery.
He revealed following a
high-protein diet while
eliminating bread, rice,
sugar and oil from his
meals.

Adnan carved a spe-
cial place for himself
in the Indian music
industry first with his
collaboration with leg-

endary singer Asha
Bhosle on the album
'Kabhi To Nazar Milao'.
He became a household
name with his album
'"Tera Chehra', which
featured popular tracks
such as 'Lift Kara De'
and the title song 'Tera
Chehra'. )
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TG earmarks Rs. 120 Crore to tackle
water shortage in Singur districts

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
HYDERABAD, OCT 31
The Telangana govern-
ment has sanctioned
special funds to set up
alternative drinking wa-
ter systems across the
State in view of possible
shortages due to the El
Nifio phenomenon, Min-
ister for Panchayat Raj,
Rural Development and
Rural Water Supply Dr.
Danasari Anasuya an-
nounced on Saturday.
The government has
allocated Rs. 120 crore
to address drinking wa-
ter requirements in Sin-
gur-dependent districts

— Sangareddy, Medak,
Kamareddy and Nizam-
abad. Another Rs. 1 crore
has been sanctioned for
each of the remaining
districts to meet imme-
diate local needs.

During a teleconfer-

ence with officials of

Mission Bhagiratha and
the Public Health En-
gineering department,
Seethakka directed
them to expedite field-

level measures and en-
sure an uninterrupted
drinking water supply.

She asked officials to
identify villages vulnera-
ble to disruptions in Mis-
sion Bhagiratha supplies
and areas facing severe
groundwater depletion,
and make alternative ar-
rangements based on lo-
cal requirements.

The Minister said
the government was
taking all precaution-
ary measures to en-
sure that no household
faced drinking water
shortages during the
lean season. (NSS)
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Irrigation Minister Uttam pushes for
green Tummidihatti barrage design

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
HYDERABAD, OCT 31
Irrigation and Civil
Supplies Minister
Capt. N. Uttam Ku-
mar Reddy on Satur-
day directed officials
to explore technically
feasible and environ-
mentally sustainable
solutions to address
Maharashtra’s con-
cerns over the pro-
posed Tummidihatti
barrage, particularly
its potential impact on
submergence and the
environment.
Reviewing the proj-
ect’s technical aspects

= &

N. Uttam Kumar Reddy

and proposed align-
ments following re-
cent discussions with
Maharashtra, the
Minister called for a

comprehensive assess-
ment of the land likely
to be submerged at dif-
ferent reservoir levels.
He asked officials to
prepare detailed maps
identifying riverbed
areas, forests, eco-sen-
sitive zones, protected
core areas, revenue
lands and habitations
to determine the ex-
tent of submergence.
Uttam Kumar Reddy
stressed the need to
examine engineering
modifications that
could minimise envi-
ronmental impact and
address Maharash-

tra’s concerns without
affecting the project’s
irrigation objectives.

Telangana has pro-
posed raising the bar-
rage’s Full Reservoir
Level (FRL) from 148
metres to 152 metres to
improve water storage
and utilisation.

The proposal was
discussed at the Oc-
tober 26 meeting in
Mumbai attended by
Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy, Uttam
Kumar Reddy and Ma-
harashtra Chief Min-
ister Devendra Fadna-
vis.

Indiramma Towers flat
allotment lottery on Nov 3 &4

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
HYDERABAD, OCT 31

The e-lottery for al-
lotment of flats in In-
diramma Towers to
applicants from four
Assembly constituen-
cies will be held on
November 3, Housing
Board Vice-Chairman

V.P. Goutham an-
nounced.

The lottery will
cover applicants from
Musheerabad, LB
Nagar, Chandrayang-

utta and Goshamahal
constituencies, whose
applications have com-
pleted preliminary
scrutiny. A mop-up e-
lottery will be conduct-
ed on November 4 to
allot vacant flats in 16
constituencies, which
became available af-
ter earlier allotments
were cancelled due to

ineligibility, change
of residence, inability
to pay or applicants al-
ready owning houses.

Goutham said both
lotteries would be
conducted online in a
transparent manner
and live-streamed on
the Housing Depart-
ment's YouTube chan-
nel and other social
media platforms.

He said applicants
who had mistakenly
applied under con-
stituencies other than

where they reside, he
added.

their residential areas
would also be consid-
ered based on address

verification. Using
geocoding and Google
Maps, officials mapped

applicants to their
respective constitu-
encies and included

eligible names in the
mop-up lottery. The
government aims to
ensure that eligible
applicants get housing
in the constituencies

TG needs 8% annual growth to hecome $3 trillion economy

122 Advanced Training Centres to be ready by next year Minister Vivek

TFP 1 ABDUL RAHMAN KHAN
HYDERABAD, OCT 31
Telangana Labour,
Employment, Train-
ing, Mines and Geology
Minister Gaddam Vi-
vek Venkataswamy has
stressed the need for
8 per cent annual eco-
nomic growth to help In-
dia become a $5 trillion
economy and Telangana
a $3 trillion economy
by 2047. He called for
stronger coordination
between industries and
educational institutions
to equip youth with job-
oriented skills.
Speaking at the vale-
dictory session of a two-
day national conference
on Economic Growth,
Sustainable Develop-
ment and Public Poli-
cies, organised as part
of the golden jubilee
celebrations of Dr MCR

Minister Vivek Venkataswamy addresses valedictory session of national conference
on Economic Growth, Sustainable Development and Public Policies at MCR HRDI.

Human Resource Devel-
opment Institute (MCR
HRDI), the Minister said
skill development must
keep pace with changing
industrial requirements.

He said the state was

modernising 65 Indus-
trial Training Institutes

(ITIs) into Advanced
Training Centres and
had plans to establish

another 54. The govern-
ment aims to make 122
such centres operation-
al by next year to pro-
vide industry-oriented
technical training.

Referring to employ-
ment opportunities
abroad, Vivek said

countries such as Ja-
pan and Germany faced
shortages of skilled

workers due to ageing
populations. He urged
young people to acquire
the technical skills and
qualifications required
to access international
job markets. The Min-
ister said Telangana
had secured investment
commitments worth Rs
5.74 lakh crore through
the Telangana Rising

Global Summit last
year. Skilled manpower
would be crucial to con-
verting these invest-
ments into industrial
growth and employment
opportunities. He also
emphasised balancing
economic growth with

environmental protec-
tion and sustainable de-
velopment.

MCR HRDI Director
General Shanti Kumari,
Additional Director
General Anita Ramach-
andran and IIT Hyder-
abad Director Prof. B.
Murthy attended the
programme along with
academicians, research-
ers and other delegates.
Around 200 paper pre-
senters, academics and
policy experts from
nearly 12 states par-
ticipated in the two-day
conference.
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Sharmila shifts daughter's wedding
venue amid property dlspute

AMARAVATI, OCT 31
Andhra Pradesh Con-
gress Committee pres-
ident Y.S. Sharmila
Reddy has decided to
shift the venue of her
daughter Y.S. Anjili
Reddy’s wedding from
the family’s Yelahan-
ka residence amid the
ongoing property dis-
pute.

In a statement posted
on X, Sharmila said
the wedding of Anjili
and Somala Raghuram
Reddy would be held at
an alternative venue to
ensure that the occa-
sion passes off peace-
fully in the presence
of family members,
relatives and friends,
without further con-
troversy.

She maintained that
the Yelahanka prop-
erty had been allotted

to her and her children
as part of the family
property distribution
after her brother, Y.S.
Jagan Mohan Reddy,
became Chief Minis-
ter of Andhra Pradesh.
The family had initial-
ly planned to hold the
wedding there in keep-
ing with her daugh-
ter’s wish, as the house
held sentimental value
for them.

Expressing disap-
pointment over be-
ing unable to fulfil
her daughter’s wish,
Sharmila said ensur-
ing that the wedding
takes place without
disputes was now the
priority. She thanked
those who had ex-
pressed concern and
wished the couple a
happy married life.
(NSS)

Harish Rao calls Revanth
‘Brand Ambassador of Lies’

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
HYDERABAD, OCT 31

Former Minister and
BRS leader T. Harish
Rao on Saturday ac-
cused Chief Minister A.
Revanth Reddy of mak-
ing baseless allegations
against BRS leaders
over the Miyapur lands
issue, branding him the

“brand ambassador of

lies” and saying he de-
served an Oscar for his
alleged falsehoods.

Strongly reacting to
the Chief Minister's re-
marks following the Su-
preme Court's observa-
tion that the Miyapur
lands belonged to the
Telangana government,
Harish Rao accused Re-
vanth Reddy of attempt-
ing to take credit for the
outcome through mis-
leading claims.

Addressing the me-

T. Harish Rao

dia at Telangana Bha-
van, Harish Rao alleged
that the Chief Minister
was in a hurry to sell
the Miyapur lands even
before a copy of the Su-
preme Court judgment
was available.

He recalled that the
BRS government, after
K. Chandrashekar Rao
became Chief Minister,
had appointed senior
advocate  Vaithyana-
than and pursued a le-
gal battle to secure the

lands for the State.

Referring to 142
acres at Manchirevula,
Harish Rao said the
BRS government had
worked to protect the
land, while alleging
that the Congress gov-
ernment had attempted
to hand it over to pri-
vate parties. He further
claimed that 10 acres at
Manchirevula had been
handed over to private
individuals.

He also said the BRS
government had made
efforts to protect govern-
ment lands at Bhupal-
pally and Hayathnagar.
Accusing the Chief Min-
ister of mortgaging land
belonging to the Central
University, Harish Rao
alleged that Revanth
Reddy had raised a
loan of Rs. 10,000 crore
against it. (NSS)

IndiGoReach sets up skill development centre at Shadnagar

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
RANGAREDDY, OCT 31
IndiGoReach, the cor-
porate social responsi-
bility (CSR) arm of In-
diGo, has set up a skill
development centre at
Shadnagar, outskirts of
Hyderabad in collabora-
tion with Pratham Edu-
cation Foundation to
train rural and econom-
ically disadvantaged
youth for employment
opportunities in the
travel, tourism, logistics
and hospitality sectors.
The centre was inau-

gurated on Friday as
part of the initiative to
improve employabil-
ity through industry-
oriented training pro-

grammes, the airline
said in a statement.

The programme,
launched in August

2024, aims to train more
than 5,000 youth over
the next three years
through residential hos-
pitality training courses
at centres in Hyderabad,
Jodhpur and Jalpaiguri.

The Hyderabad facil-
ity will serve as a dedi-

cated training hub for
travel, tourism, logistics
and hospitality (TTLH),
addressing the grow-
ing demand for skilled
manpower in these sec-
tors and creating a pool
of job-ready candidates
for the regional employ-
ment market.

Rohini Bhatia, Chair-
person of InterGlobe
Foundation and Advisor
to the CSR Committee of
IndiGo, said the initia-
tive was aimed at equip-
ping young people with
industry-relevant skills

and enabling them to
pursue sustainable live-
lihood opportunities.

She said the pro-
gramme would help
youth acquire the skills,
confidence and knowl-
edge required to build
careers in the growing
travel, tourism, hospi-
tality and logistics in-
dustries.

Representatives of
IndiGoReach, Pratham
Education Foundation,
industry partners, train-
ees and alumni attended
the event.
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