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PM Modi counters fertiliser, 
LPG rumours amid Gulf conflict

TFP I ABDUL RAHMAN KHAN
NEW DELHI, OCT 30
Telangana Chief Min-
ister A. Revanth Reddy 
on Friday alleged that 
former Chief Minister 
K. Chandrasekhar Rao 
tried to encroach on 
prime land valued at Rs 
50,000 crore in Miyapur, 
Hyderabad. A day after 
the Supreme Court up-
held Telangana govern-
ment’s claim over 550-
acre land in Miyapur, the 
Chief Minister directed 
officials to take over the 
land and fence it.

At a press confer-
ence in Delhi, the Chief 
Minister termed the Su-
preme Court verdict in 
the 23-year-old case as 
‘historic', and thanked 
the apex court for up-
holding the state govern-
ment’s claim to the land. 
He alleged that former 

Chief Minister K. Chan-
drasekhar Rao (KCR), 
his close associate and 
Rajya Sabha MP Damo-
dar Rao, and the CMD of 
‘Namasthe Telangana’ 
attempted to grab the 
land using businessman 
Goldstone Prasad as a 
front.

“By protecting this 

land, the Supreme 
Court has ensured that 
these valuable public 
assets remain with the 
people of Telangana. 
This is a monumental 
judgment in the inter-
est of the state and its 
people,” said CM Re-
vanth Reddy.
Continued on Page 12

KCR tried to grab Rs. 50,000 Cr 
Miyapur land: Telangana CM

DEHRADUN, OCT 30
Five passengers and the pilot 
were killed as a helicopter, 
on its way from Badrinath 
to Sahastradhara, crashed 
near Chai village close to 
Joshimath in Uttarakhand 
on Friday, officials said. The 
bodies of all six individuals, 
including the pilot, have been 
recovered from the crash site 
by joint teams of the Uttara-
khand Police, the State Disas-
ter Response Force, and the 
Army, which swung into ac-
tion for rescue and recovery 
operations after receiving the 
news of the accident.

The operation to transport 
all the bodies from the diffi-
cult-to-access crash site to a 
location connected by road is 
underway, officials said. The 
pilot of the helicopter, operat-
ed by a private aviation com-
pany, was identified as Capt. 
Himanshu Sabharwal, while 
the passengers were Prathapa, 
Arun, Shankar Gowda, Sud-
heer K., and H.S. Natraja, all 
from Karnataka, police said.

There were no women or 
children on board the helicop-

ter, officials said. Addressing 
the media earlier, Chamoli 
Superintendent of Police Sur-
jeet Singh Panwar said: "One 
helicopter belonging to 'Trans 
Bharat Aviation' took off from 
the Badrinath Civil Helipad 
for the Sahastradhara Heli-
pad at approximately 1.12 p.m. 
At around 1.14 p.m., contact 
with the aircraft was lost near 
Joshimath."

"Local personnel stationed 
in the nearby area reported 
that the helicopter was seen 
heading into a valley below 
while flying at a considerable 
height," he said.

According to the Uttara-
khand Civil Aviation Devel-
opment Authority (UCDA), 
the helicopter lost communi-
cation when it was flying over 
Joshimath valley. (IANS)

Six killed in Uttarakhand 
helicopter crash

BHILDI, OCT 30
Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Friday 
accused some people 
of attempting to create 
panic in the country 
by spreading rumours 
about shortages of fer-
tilisers and cooking gas 
amid the ongoing con-
flict involving Iran and 
countries in the Gulf 
region, claiming that 
the government had 
ensured uninterrupted 
fertiliser supplies to 
farmers despite rising 
international prices.

Addressing a gather-
ing in Bhildi in Gujarat's 
Banaskantha district, 
PM Modi said India 
was collectively dealing 
with the international 
situation, but alleged 
that some groups were 
trying to create confu-
sion and public anxiety.

"When the country 
faces a crisis, some peo-
ple seem to be happy. 
The latest example is the 
war involving Iran and 
the Gulf region. While 
India is united in deal-
ing with the situation, 
these people have been 
spreading rumours," he 
said.

PM Modi alleged that 
farmers had been made 

to fear that fertilisers 
would not be avail-
able and that artificial 
queues had been cre-
ated. He also accused 
these groups of spread-
ing fears among women 
that cooking gas would 
run out, making it diffi-
cult for families to cook 
food or send their chil-
dren to school.

"Their plan was to cre-

ate chaos in the country 
so that they could de-
fame Modi," he said.

The Prime Minister 
said he had assured 
farmers that the gov-
ernment would stand 
firmly with them and 
claimed that, despite 
the conflict continuing, 
it had not allowed farm-
ers to face a shortage of 
fertilisers. (IANS/UNI)

NEW DELHI, OCT 30 
Binance on Friday said 
it has suspended depos-
its and withdrawals as 
it investigates a securi-
ty incident with an esti-
mated impact of around 
$6.3 billion.

In a statement, the 
world's largest crypto 
exchange said its ini-
tial investigation sug-
gests the incident may 
involve a compromised 
DevOps engineer's lap-
top which allowed an 
attacker to gain access 
to a service container 
and submit unauthor-
ised withdrawal trans-
actions.

"We have found no 
evidence of any wallet 
private key leak. We 
will share a detailed 
technical post-mortem 
once the investigation 
is complete and the 

facts are fully verified," 
Binance said.

The exchange said 
it has worked with 
blockchain partners to 
freeze affected assets, 
with about $3 billion 

frozen on-chain so far. 
Binance will cover all 
losses from the SAFU 
fund and the company's 
funds, while user funds 
are safe.

“The estimated total 
impact sits at around 
$6.3B. We have worked 
with blockchain part-
ners to freeze affected 
assets, with about $3 
billion frozen on-chain 
so far. The crypto ex-
change platform fur-
ther said that it will 
publish an updated 
‘Proof of Reserves’ once 
remediation is com-
plete.” Binance said in 
a statement.

“As an immediate 
precaution, temporar-
ily suspended deposits 
and withdrawals while 
security checks are 
completed,” it said.

“Revoked the af-
fected address authori-
sation and engaged 
law enforcement and 
blockchain intelligence 
partners to trace and 
recover funds,” the ex-
change added.

“We are working close-
ly with our law enforce-
ment partners to con-
firm the identity of these 
criminals and bring 
them to justice,” the ex-
change said. (IANS/UNI)

Binance halts deposits, withdrawals after security breach
Impact estimated at $6.3 billion

UCC WILL BE UCC WILL BE 
IMPLEMENTED IF BJP IMPLEMENTED IF BJP 
RETURNS TO POWER RETURNS TO POWER 
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CARTOON CAROUSEL

Caption: Telangana Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy 
addresses a press conference in Delhi.

PM Narendra Modi lays foundation stone of various projects at Banaskantha.

NEW DELHI, OCT 30 
The Ministry of Home 
Affairs has notified 
the schedule for the 
long-awaited Census of 
India 2027. According 
to the official notifica-
tion issued on October 
30, 2026, the house-to-
house population enu-
meration will be con-
ducted from January 
25 to 28 February 2027, 
across most States and 
Union Territories.

“Census in poll-
bound States, Goa, UP, 
Punjab, Uttarakhand 
and Manipur to be con-
ducted later,” a govern-
ment notification said.

The notification, is-
sued by the Office of 
the Registrar General 
of India under the Cen-
sus Act, 1948, excludes 
certain areas for the 
time being.

These include the 
State of Manipur (till 
further declaration), 
Goa, Uttar Pradesh, 
Punjab, Uttarakhand, 

the Union Territory 
of Ladakh, the snow-
bound non-synchro-
nous areas of Himachal 
Pradesh, and the Union 
Territory of Jammu 
and Kashmir.

Citizens will have 
the option of self-
enumeration through 
an online portal from 
January 10 to January 
24, 2027, just before the 
start of the house-to-
house enumeration.

A revisional round 
will be held from 
March 1 to March 5, 
2027, to verify and cor-
rect the recorded infor-
mation. The reference 

date for the census 
has been fixed as 00:00 
hours on March 1, 2027.

The last census in 
India was conducted in 
2011.

The subsequent cen-
sus planned for 2021 
was postponed due to 
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic and has remained 
pending since then.

The upcoming ex-
ercise is expected to 
provide updated demo-
graphic data after a gap 
of 16 years, which will 
be crucial for policy 
planning, resource al-
location and welfare 
schemes. (IANS/UNI)

Centre notifies Census 2027 
schedule; enumeration from Jan 25
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Sridhar Babu inaugurates power 
substation in Bhupalpally

TFP I MLN MURTHY
J. BHUPALPALLY, OCT 30
Farmers' welfare 
and agricultural de-
velopment remain 
the primary priori-
ties of the Telangana 
government, said IT 
and Industries Minis-
ter Duddilla Sridhar 
Babu while inaugurat-
ing a 33/11 KV power 
substation built at a 
cost of Rs 2.2 crore in 
Vadithala village of 
Chityal mandal on Fri-
day.

The minister inau-
gurated the substa-
tion along with MLA 
Gandra Satyana-
rayana Rao and Dis-
trict Collector Rahul 
Sharma, IAS. He said 
the government had 
established 12 new 
substations in the 
district over the past 
two-and-a-half years 
to strengthen power 
infrastructure and 

ensure uninterrupted 
electricity for farmers.

Babu said the govern-
ment was also plan-
ning to supply Goda-
vari water through 
DBM-38 to improve ir-
rigation facilities. He 
highlighted welfare 
initiatives, includ-
ing 200 units of free 
electricity for eligible 
households, fine rice 
distribution and free 
bus travel for women. 
He also announced that 
an integrated model 
residential school was 
being constructed at 
an estimated cost of 
Rs 200 crore to provide 
quality education.

MLA Gandra Saty-
anarayana Rao said 
the state's power gen-
eration capacity had 
increased from around 
14,000 MW to 21,000 
MW. He sought approv-
al for another 33/11 KV 

substation at Gandhi 
Nagar Gutta and said 
plans were being pre-
pared to provide irri-
gation to 44,770 acres 
through DBM-38 and 
connect another 70,000 
acres under the SRSP 
network.

Collector Rahul 
Sharma, IAS said the 
newly inaugurated 
substation would im-
prove electricity ser-
vices in five villages 
and urged people to 
avoid wastage and use 
power responsibly.

SP Sirisetti San-
keerth, MPDCL Di-
rector Mohan Rao, 
District Library Cor-
poration Chairman 
Rajababu, Municipal 
Chairman Burra Ko-
muraiah, NPDCL SE 
Sadanandam, Sar-
panch Bhagawan and 
other public represen-
tatives attended the 
programme.

Edulapuram to be developed as 
model municipality: Ponguleti

TFP I N.J. CHARY
KHAMMAM, OCT 30
Telangana Revenue, 
Housing and Informa-
tion and Public Rela-
tions Minister Pongu-
leti Srinivasa Reddy 
has announced plans 
to develop Edulapuram 
Municipality as a mod-
el municipality in the 
state, with a major in-
vestment in roads and 
basic infrastructure.

Along with District 
Collector Divakar T.S., 
the minister laid foun-
dation stones for 46 in-
ternal cement concrete 
roads in Ward No. 6, 
Singareni Colony, at 
a cost of Rs 4.96 crore 
and a BT road from 
Prakash Nagar Bridge 
to Kodad R&B Road via 
Kota Narayanapuram 

Indiramma Colony at 
Rs 2.50 crore.

Ponguleti said over 
Rs 100 crore had al-
ready been allocated 
for development works 
in the municipality, 
with another Rs 100 
crore to Rs 150 crore 
planned. He added that 
works worth Rs 79.79 
crore had been taken 
up in Divisions 6, 7 and 
8 since the Congress 

government came to 
power. Measures were 
also being taken to ad-
dress drinking water, 
drainage and electric-
ity issues.

The minister 
highlighted welfare 
schemes, including 200 
units of free electricity, 
free bus travel for wom-
en, new ration cards, 
fine rice distribution 
and the Indiramma 
housing scheme.

Collector Divakar 
T.S. said foundation 
stones had been laid 
for works worth Rs 30 
crore in the munici-
pality within a week 
and assured that engi-
neering officials would 
monitor progress to 
ensure timely comple-
tion.

12 new power substations set up in 2.5 years

Minister Sridhar Babu addresses a public meeting in Vadithala village of 
Chityal mandal, Jayashankar Bhupalpally district.

Ponguleti Srinivasa Reddy

MUDA to prioritise drinking water, 
development works: Mahbubnagar MLA

3 held for selling 83 mule bank 
accounts to cyber fraudsters

TGPCB orders immediate 
odour control measures

TFP | AHAD SIDDIQUI
MAHBUBNAGAR, OCT 30
The Mahbubnagar Ur-
ban Development Au-
thority (MUDA) will 
prioritise drinking 
water supply, basic in-
frastructure and com-
pletion of pending de-
velopment works while 
allocating its funds, 
Government Whip and 
Mahbubnagar MLA 
Yennam Srinivas Red-
dy said on Thursday.

Speaking after the 
MUDA General Body 
meeting chaired by its 
chairman Lakshman 
Yadav, Yennam said the 
authority would iden-
tify previously sanc-
tioned but incomplete 
projects and restart 
stalled works. Incom-
plete function halls, 
community halls and 
meeting halls would 
also be completed and 
made available to the 
public. He stressed 

that public funds must 
be used effectively and 
that projects directly 
benefiting people would 
receive priority.

The meeting was at-
tended by Jadcherla 
MLA Anirudh Reddy, 
Devarakadra MLA G. 
Madhusudhan Reddy, 
Mahbubnagar Mayor 
Gummala Mamatha 
Srinivas, officials and 
other public represen-
tatives. Yennam said 
MUDA had earlier sup-
ported educational in-

frastructure, including 
hostel facilities and 
study rooms.

He added that all 
MLAs within MUDA’s 
jurisdiction would 
jointly meet Chief Min-
ister Revanth Reddy 
and seek additional 
funds to complete pend-
ing works and take up 
further development 
projects across Mah-
bubnagar and its sur-
rounding areas.

The Mahabubnagar 
Urban Development 
Authority will include 
Mahabubnagar, Jad-
cherla and Bhootpur 
municipalities and 142 
peripheral villages in 
its preview.

Since the formation 
of Telangana, Mahabub-
nagar has seen unprece-
dented growth. Improved 
connectivity through 
bypasses and national 
highways has redefined 
the town’s layout. 

TFP I SAUD SIDDIQUI
HYDERABAD, OCT 30
The Commissioner's 
Task Force, Charmi-
nar Zone, along with 
Attapur Police, ar-
rested three persons 
for allegedly procuring 
bank accounts from 
local residents and 
selling them to cyber 
fraudsters. Two other 
accused, identified as 
Vijay and Babu Lal 
of Jaipur, Rajasthan, 
are absconding, Addi-
tional Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police K.S. 
Rao said.

The arrested were 
identified as Syed Ab-
bas Ullah Hussaini 
(24), Mohammed Talha 
Khan (23) and Nawab 
Mohammed Rahe-
muddin Khan (20), 
all residents of Hus-
saini Alam. Investiga-
tions revealed that the 
gang had arranged 83 

bank accounts across 
22 branches of vari-
ous banks in Hyder-
abad. Eleven of these 
accounts were alleg-
edly linked to 14 cyber 
fraud transactions 
across several states 
and Delhi, involving a 
total of approximately 
Rs. 10.04 crore.

Cases have been 
registered at Attapur 
and Kalwakurthy po-
lice stations under 
relevant provisions of 
the Bharatiya Nyaya 
Sanhita and the Infor-
mation Technology 
Act. The operation was 
led by Charminar Task 

Force Inspector C. 
Yadender and his team, 
along with Attapur Police.

HYDERABAD, OCT 30
The Telangana Pol-
lution Control Board 
(TGPCB) has warned 
chemical units in 
Jeedimetla and 
Balanagar against 
odour pollution fol-
lowing complaints 
from residents. 
At a compliance 
meeting on Friday, 

officials directed in-
dustries to improve 
scrubber operations, 
monitor air qual-
ity every fortnight, 
maintain records 
and take immedi-
ate corrective mea-
sures.

N o n - c o m p l i a n t 
units will face legal 
action. (NSS) Y. Srinivas Reddy

8 Cases registered during 
rice mill inspections 

TFP I ANIL YADAV
NALGONDA, OCT 30
Legal Metrology De-
partment officials 
registered eight cases 
against rice mills and 
retail rice shops dur-
ing inspections con-
ducted in Miryalaguda 
town for violations of 
weights and measures 
regulations.

The inspections cov-
ered five rice mills 
and three retail shops 
under the supervision 
of the Assistant Con-
troller, Legal Metrol-
ogy, Nalgonda, and 
were conducted by the 
District Legal Metrol-
ogy Officer. Five cases 
were booked against 
rice mills and three 
against retail shops.

Officials advised con-
sumers to check the 

declared net weight of 
rice bags and verify the 
actual weight, exclud-
ing the weight of the 
packaging, before pur-
chasing. They urged 
consumers to report 
discrepancies or viola-
tions to the concerned 
authorities.

Traders were 
warned to strictly 
comply with the Le-
gal Metrology Act 
and Packaged Com-
modities Rules, fail-
ing which strict legal 
action would be initi-
ated.

TFP I RAVI KUMAR
MEDCHAL-MALKAJGIRI, OCT 30
Former Kukatpally 
Congress Division 
President Sheri Satish 
Reddy has called on 
party leaders to treat 
organisational posi-
tions as responsibili-
ties rather than status 
symbols, stressing the 
need for accountability 
and support for grass-
roots workers.

Addressing the me-
dia, Reddy said constit-
uency in-charges must 
rise above caste consid-
erations, respect party 
workers and support 
cadres from all sec-
tions. He emphasised 
that leaders should 
take personal respon-
sibility for organising 
party activities, includ-
ing arranging trans-
port and food for work-
ers, besides extending 
financial assistance to 

those facing difficul-
ties.

Criticising leaders 
who use party posi-
tions for publicity or 
personal gain, he said, 
“Don't use the party for 
position; use the posi-
tion for the party.” He 
urged Congress leaders 
to stand by the work-
ers whose sacrifices 
have strengthened the 
organisation and work 
collectively to uphold 
the party's values.

Congress posts carry 
responsibility: Satish Reddy

Sheri Satish Reddy

Students sensitised on POCSO Act 
and Child Rights in Gadwal

TFP I SANAULLAH
J. GADWAL, OCT 30
The District Legal 
Services Author-
ity (DLSA), Jogu-
lamba Gadwal, or-
ganised awareness 
programmes in four 
schools on Friday un-
der the nationwide 
‘Surakshit Bachpan 
Abhiyan’, focusing on 
the Protection of Chil-
dren from Sexual Of-
fences (POCSO) Act, 
2012, and child rights.

The campaign, titled 
‘Kanoon Jaano, Bach-
pan Bachao’ (Know the 
Law, Save Childhood), 
covered Saraswati 
Vidya Mandir, Visves-
varaya High School 
and Better Life Model 
School in Gadwal, and 
Zilla Parishad High 
School at Palwai in 
Maldakal mandal. Stu-
dents were educated 
on preventing sexual 
offences, child labour 
and child marriage, 

protecting children's 
rights and accessing 
free legal aid.

At Saraswati Vidya 
Mandir, Special Ses-
sions Judge and POC-
SO Court Judge V. 
Srinivas and DLSA 
Secretary G. Nishka 
Pathrudu urged chil-
dren to report harass-
ment without fear and 
called for collective 
efforts by parents, 
teachers and society 
to ensure child safety. 
Deputy Superinten-
dent of Police Y. Mog-
alaiah, Principal Bee-
chupalli and Paralegal 
Volunteer T. Venka-
tramudu also partici-
pated.

At Visvesvaraya 
High School, Nishka 
Pathrudu highlighted 
legal protection avail-
able to children, while 
Bharosa team mem-
ber Sirisha, Principal 
Kishore Kumar Goud 
and Paralegal Volun-

teer Venkatramudu 
attended.

At Better Life Model 
School, Pathrudu, As-
sistant Government 
Pleader Varalakshmi 
Devi and Bharosa 
team member Sirisha 
addressed students. 
CDPO Ravi, Corre-
spondent Sanjeeva 
Reddy, Principal Sou-
janya and Paralegal 
Volunteer P. Ananda-
raj also participated.

At Zilla Parishad 
High School, Palwai, 
Deputy Legal Aid De-
fence Counsel B. Srini-
vasulu explained the 
POCSO Act and the 
availability of free le-
gal assistance through 
the DLSA. Headmas-
ter Narasimhaswamy 
and Paralegal Volun-
teer Narender Kumar 
were present.

The campaign en-
couraged students to 
speak up against abuse 
and seek help.

Sex racket busted; 
three arrested, 
woman rescued

TFP I CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, OCT 30
The Golconda police, 
along with the Com-
missioner's Task Force 
busted an alleged pros-
titution racket operat-
ing in the Golconda po-
lice station limits and 
arrested three persons, 
including a woman or-
ganiser, her sub-organ-
iser and a customer.

One woman was res-
cued during the raid.

The arrested persons 
were identified as Farha 
Begum (32), the alleged or-
ganiser, Farheen (25), the 
sub-organiser, and Fayaz 
Alam (32), the customer.

According to a police 
statement on Friday, 
the two women alleg-
edly lured other women 
with attractive pay-
ments, and arranged 
customers in return for 
money.

Acting on credible 
information, the Task 
Force team raided the 
premises and rescued 
the victim. 

A case has been reg-
istered at Golconda 
Police Station under 
Crime No. 406/2026 un-
der Sections 143(2) and 
144(2) of the BNS and 
Sections 3, 4 and 5 of the 
PITA Act.



SATURDAY 31 OCTOBER 2026HYDERABAD 3
HYDERABAD www.thefreedompress.in

THE

FREEDOM PRESS

TG plans Rs. 84,790 Crore investment in Hyderabad region; 
Musi works to begin soon: Dy CM Bhatti

RATNA CHOTRANI
HYDERABAD, OCT 30
Telangana has drawn 
up an investment plan 
of Rs. 84,790 crore for 
the development of 
Hyderabad and its sur-
rounding areas, with 
works worth Rs. 55,000 
crore already designed, 
tendered or under ex-
ecution, Deputy Chief 
Minister and Finance 
Minister Mallu Bhatti 
Vikramarka said on 
Friday.

Speaking after in-
augurating the 16th 
NAREDCO Telangana 
Property Show 2026 
at the HITEX Exhibi-
tion Centre, Bhatti an-
nounced that the first 
phase of the Musi reju-

venation project, esti-
mated at Rs. 7,500 crore, 
would begin soon. 
Sewerage Treatment 
Plants have also been 
sanctioned for 21 major 
drains joining the river 

to prevent untreated 
wastewater from enter-
ing it.

He said Chief Minis-
ter A. Revanth Reddy 
was personally moni-
toring major urban de-

velopment initiatives, 
including the Regional 
Ring Road, Musi rejuve-
nation and Bharat Fu-
ture City. The govern-
ment has earmarked 
Rs. 52,736 crore for 

HMDA, Hyderabad 
Growth Corridor and 
Hyderabad Metro Rail, 
besides allocations for 
water supply, munici-
pal bodies and road in-
frastructure.

Bhatti said Bharat 
Future City was being 
developed across 30,000 
acres, with nearly 
15,000 acres reserved 
for green spaces. He 
also highlighted plans 
to shift industries out-
side the Outer Ring 
Road in phases, pro-
mote electric vehicles 
and strengthen infra-
structure to support 
Hyderabad’s expansion. 
He urged real estate de-
velopers to focus on af-
fordable housing and 
submit suggestions on 
construction costs and 
revenue mobilisation.

The Deputy Chief 
Minister said the gov-
ernment was pursuing 
development alongside 

welfare measures, cit-
ing allocations for ru-
ral roads and financial 
assistance to farmers 
under Rythu Bharosa. 
He added that a Skills 
University was being 
established at Future 
City and 65 ITIs were 
being upgraded into 
Advanced Technology 
Centres.

The event was attend-
ed by Minister for SC 
and ST Welfare Adluri 
Laxman Kumar and 
MLC T. Bhanu Prasad 
Rao as guests of hon-
our. Bhanu Prasad Rao 
urged the government 
to expedite NALA cer-
tifications and called 
on the media to project 
Hyderabad positively 

as an investment desti-
nation. The dignitaries 
also released the NA-
REDCO annual maga-
zine Horizon.

NAREDCO Telan-
gana President Sreed-
har Reddy Koppula, 
Secretary General R. 
Venkateswara Rao, Ex-
ecutive Vice-Presidents 
Kali Prasad Damera 
and K. Gopala Krishna, 
and Treasurer Kondala 
Sudhakar Reddy also 
addressed the gather-
ing. The three-day prop-
erty show, featuring 
more than 500 projects, 
apartments, villas, plots 
and commercial proper-
ties, will be open at HI-
TEX from October 30 to 
November 1.

ED searches 3 premises 
in cyber fraud case

CEO warns of legal action over 
fake graduate voter certificates

3-day ‘Beyond the Divide’ 
exhibition begins at Nampally

TFP I MANVEER SINGH
HYDERABAD, OCT 30
In a crackdown 
against cyber fraud, 
the ED collected 
digital evidence and 
seized Rs 6.40 lakh in 
cash and froze 11 bank 
accounts with a bal-
ance of Rs 14 lakh dur-
ing search operations 
at three premises in 
Hyderabad, an official 
said on Friday.

The Directorate of 
Enforcement, Kochi 
Zonal Office, con-
ducted searches in 
Hyderabad on Octo-
ber 28, 2026, under 
the Prevention of 
Money Laundering 
Act (PMLA), 2002. The 
searches were at the 
premises related to Al-
lamraju Satyanaray-
ana Murthy and were 
conducted in connec-
tion with a cyber fraud 
case registered at Er-
nakulam, the official 
said in a statement.

The ED investiga-
tion was initiated on 
the basis of an FIR 
registered by the Cy-
ber Police Station, Er-
nakulam.

As per the FIR, the 
complaint was lodged 
by Nimesh alleging 

that he was induced by 
the accused through 
telephonic commu-
nications and chat 
messages using the 
Telegram app to make 
investments by prom-
ising high returns, the 
ED said.

Accordingly, the ac-
cused deceived the 
complainant into trans-
ferring an aggregate 
sum of Rs 24,76 crore in 
several instalments to 
various bank accounts 
maintained by or un-
der the control of the 
accused, it said.

The investigation 
revealed that the com-
plainant was cheated 
of Rs 26.02 crore during 
the period from May 23, 
2023, to May 27, 2024. Af-
ter receiving the money, 
the accused transferred 
it to various mule ac-
counts operated by 
them, the ED said.

These entities in-
cluded BTR Indus-
tries, Velugu Trading 
Company, Aasritha 
Mega Solutions Pvt 
Ltd., Aasritha Infra 
Projects and Aasritha 
Infra Projects Pvt Ltd, 
it said.

The ED said a Villa 
Project in Hyderabad 
was launched in the 
name of Aasritha In-
fra Projects and Aas-
ritha Infra Projects 
Pvt Ltd. The accused 
has acquired multiple 
immovable properties 
from the Proceeds of 
Crime, the ED said.

During the search, 
incriminating evi-
dence in the form of 
documents and digital 
evidence was seized. 
The ED said it also 
identified immovable 
properties, plots and a 
villa, valued at about 
Rs 5 crore.

TFP I RAVI KUMAR
MEDCHAL-MALKAJGIRI, OCT 30
Telangana Chief Elec-
toral Officer C. Sudar-
shan Reddy has direct-
ed electoral officials 
to ensure transpar-
ency and accuracy in 
graduate voter regis-
tration, warning that 
strict legal action will 
be taken against appli-

cants submitting fake 
certificates.

He issued the direc-
tions during a review 
meeting at the Alwal 
Municipal Office on 
Friday, attended by 
Medchal-Malkajgiri 
District Collector 
Manu Chaudhary and 
Additional Collector 
Vijayender Reddy.

Reviewing the prog-
ress of enrolment and 
field-level verifica-
tion, the CEO instruct-
ed officials to expedite 
the process without 
compromising accura-
cy. He directed them to 
thoroughly scrutinise 
Form-18 applications, 
degree certificates and 
supporting documents 
before approving vot-
er registration.

Malkajgiri Revenue 
Divisional Officer 
Shyam Prakash, Al-
wal Tahsildar Ramulu 
and other civic offi-
cials also attended the 
meeting.

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
HYDERABAD, OCT 30
A three-day exhibi-
tion and seminar titled 
‘Beyond the Divide 
– Countering Hate, 
Building Harmony’, 
organised by Jamaat-
e-Islami Hind (JIH), 
Greater Hyderabad, 
opened at the Exhibi-
tion Grounds in Nam-
pally on Friday. The 
programme features 
thematic galleries, vi-
sual presentations and 
interactive exhibits 
aimed at challenging 
stereotypes, counter-
ing misinformation 
and promoting com-
munal harmony.

Inaugurating the 
exhibition, Telangana 
Government Advisor 
Mohammed Ali Shab-
bir (SC, ST, OBC and 
Minorities) said In-
dia's strength lay in its 
diversity and shared 
history. Recalling the 
contribution of Mus-
lims, particularly re-
ligious scholars and 
ulema, to the freedom 

struggle, he said peo-
ple from different com-
munities had made 
sacrifices for the coun-
try's independence.

Shabbir Ali said at-
tempts to divide people 
on religious lines or 
portray any commu-
nity as outsiders would 
not succeed as long as 
citizens and organisa-
tions upheld constitu-
tional values and com-
munal harmony. He 
appreciated Jamaat-e-
Islami Hind for creat-
ing a platform to ad-
dress misconceptions 
through dialogue, facts 
and public awareness.

JIH Telangana for-
mer President Hamed 
Mohammed Khan and 
JIH Greater Hyder-
abad City President 
Dr. Md. Mubashir 
Ahmed, along with 
other organisers, said 
the initiative aimed 
to replace fear and 
suspicion with under-
standing and mutual 
respect.

The programme, be-

ing held from October 
30 to November 1, also 
includes seminars and 
panel discussions in-
volving educationists, 
journalists, historians, 
religious scholars and 
intellectuals. The exhi-
bition will be open from 
12.30 pm to 9.30 pm on 
October 31 and Novem-
ber 1, with free entry.

BJP opposes sale of 550 
acres of Miyapur land

TFP I CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, OCT 30
BJP Telangana presi-
dent N Ramchander 
Rao on Friday strongly 
opposed any move by 
the Congress govern-
ment to sell or auction 
550 acres of valuable 
Miyapur land follow-
ing the Supreme Court 
verdict in favour of the 
State government.

In a statement, he al-
leged that the previous 
BRS government had 
attempted to transfer 
the land to private par-
ties, but the Supreme 
Court had rejected the 
claims. However, he 
criticised the Congress 
government for an-
nouncing plans to auc-
tion the land immedi-
ately after the verdict, 
without considering its 
long-term public util-
ity.

Rao said the govern-
ment should formulate 
a proper plan to utilise 
the valuable property, 
keeping local develop-
ment requirements 
and public interest in 
mind.

He described the 
proposed hurried sale 
of government land 
to mobilise funds as 
an inappropriate ap-
proach, particularly 
when the government 
was facing financial 
constraints in meeting 
welfare commitments, 
including employees' 
DA, PRC and pension 
payments.

He warned that the 
BJP would strongly 
oppose any attempt to 
hand over the land to 
private parties through 
an immediate sale or 
auction, and demanded 
that the government 
ensure its utilisation 
for public benefit.

Rs. 55,000 Cr worth of development works underway

Deputy Chief Minister Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka, Welfare Minister Adluri Laxman Kumar at 
16th NAREDCO Telangana Property Show 2026 at HITEX Exhibition Centre.

N Ramchander Rao

OCTOPUS Conducts Security 
Mock Drill at Secretariat

TFP I TAHER ALI
HYDERABAD, OCT 30
The OCTOPUS (Organ-
isation for Counter Ter-
rorist Operations) team 
conducted an opera-
tional mock drill at the 
Telangana Secretariat 
on Friday to assess the 
preparedness and coor-
dination of security and 
emergency response 
agencies.

Led by B. Mariya 
Dasu, SOC/DSP, Echo 
SWAT Team, the exer-
cise involved 130 per-
sonnel from OCTOPUS, 
Law and Order Police, 
Fire Department, CSG, 

Telangana Special Po-
lice Force (TGSPF), 
Traffic Police, medical 
services and the Bomb 
Disposal Team, along 
with an assault dog.

Ragunandan Rao, Ad-
ditional SP, OCTOPUS, 
P. Devidas, Chief Securi-
ty Officer, TGSPF, Secre-
tariat, Sankar, ACP, Sec-
retariat, Rama Krishna, 
Deputy SP, OCTOPUS, 
Mohan Rao, ACP, Traf-
fic, Pavan Kumar, As-
sistant Commandant, 
TGSPF, and Sattaiah, 
Assistant Commandant, 
TGSPF, participated in 
the exercise.

Telangana Govt Advisor Mohammed Ali Shabbir inaugurated three-day exhibition 
and seminar, "Beyond the Divide - Countering Hate, Building Harmony".
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Thousands join INDIA Bloc rally in Agartala, demand removal of CEC Gyanesh Kumar
AGARTALA, OCT 30 
Thousands of people, 
including a large num-
ber of women, took part 
in a massive protest 
rally organised by the 
INDIA Bloc parties here 
on Friday, demanding 
the removal of Chief 
Election Commissioner 
(CEC) Gyanesh Kumar 
over allegations of elec-
toral malpractices and 
alleged irregularities 
in the Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls.

Carrying thousands 
of Tricolours, singing 
patriotic songs and 
raising slogans, the 
protesters marched 
through the streets of 
the state capital, Agar-
tala, demanding the re-

moval of CEC Gyanesh 
Kumar over allegations 
of “vote theft and vari-
ous other electoral mal-
practices”.

The Tripura unit of 

the INDIA Bloc, com-
prising eight political 
parties -- the Congress, 
CPI(M), CPI, Revolu-
tionary Socialist Party, 
All India Forward Bloc, 

CPI(ML), Gana Mancha 
and Tripura People's 
Party -- jointly organ-
ised the protest rally 
and vowed to continue 
their agitation until 

their demands were 
met.

The protesters 
marched through differ-
ent parts of the city, rais-
ing slogans and express-
ing their anger over 
what they described as 
serious irregularities in 
the electoral process.

The rally witnessed a 
massive public turnout, 
with participants wav-
ing the national flag and 
calling for greater ac-
countability and trans-
parency in the country's 
electoral system.

The protest rally was 
followed by a public 
meeting in the state 
capital, where the dem-
onstrators reiterated 
their demand for the 
removal of Gyanesh 

Kumar and the suspen-
sion of the ongoing SIR 
of electoral rolls.

Former Tripura Chief 
Minister and veteran 
CPI(M) leader, Manik 
Sarkar, Leader of the 
Opposition (LoP) Jiten-
dra Chaudhury, former 
Minister Manik Dey, 
Tripura state Congress 
President Asish Kumar 
Saha, former Minister 
and Congress Working 
Committee member Su-
dip Roy Barman, along 
with several other se-
nior leaders of the IN-
DIA Bloc, led the pro-
test rally and addressed 
the gathering.

The four-point char-
ter of demands includes 
the removal of Gyanesh 
Kumar from the post 

of Chief Election Com-
missioner, withdrawal 
of the ongoing SIR pro-
cess, a review of provi-
sions allegedly affecting 
the independence of the 
Election Commission, 
and opposition to the le-
gal protections granted 
to the Chief Election 
Commissioner.

 CPI(M) Tripura state 
secretary and Jitendra 
Chaudhury alleged that 
the SIR exercise could 
lead to the exclusion 
of genuine voters from 
electoral rolls if ade-
quate safeguards were 
not put in place.

He also questioned 
the neutrality of the 
Election Commission 
and accused the BJP-led 
Central government of 

weakening the country's 
democratic institutions.

“Nearly 13.50 crore 
voters have already been 
removed from electoral 
rolls across the country 
through the SIR exer-
cise, and there are ap-
prehensions that over 
2.50 lakh voters could be 
deleted from Tripura's 
electoral rolls during the 
upcoming SIR process,” 
Chaudhury said.

Tripura state Con-
gress Committee Presi-
dent, Asish Kumar Saha, 
echoed similar con-
cerns, alleging irregu-
larities in voter registra-
tion, including duplicate 
entries and unusually 
large numbers of voters 
registered at certain ad-
dresses. (IANS)

Nipah drug supply 
under probe

KOZHIKODE, OCT 30 
Kerala Health Min-
ister, K. Muraleed-
haran, on Friday 
raised fresh ques-
tions over the medi-
cines supplied to 
Nipah patients in 
the state during for-
mer Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan's 
regime, saying there 
were doubts whether 
a drug meant for clin-
ical trials had also 
been administered 
to patients and that 
some medicines sup-
plied lacked manufac-
turing dates.

Speaking to report-
ers in Kozhikode, Mu-
raleedharan said a 
comprehensive inves-
tigation had been or-
dered based on infor-
mation provided by 
the Superintendent 
of Kozhikode Medical 
College.

The enquiry would 
also examine the for-
eign pharmaceutical 
companies involved 
in the supply, the 
intermediaries who 
facilitated the trans-
actions and the fi-
nancial benefits they 
received.

The latest revela-
tions follow the Min-
ister's disclosure 
in the Assembly on 
Thursday that Rem-
desivir purchased in 
2021, with an expiry 
date of May 30, 2023, 
was suspected to have 
been used in subse-
quent years.

The Kerala Medi-
cal Services Corpo-
ration (KMSCL) had 
purchased 3,000 vials 
of the drug on June 3, 
2021, at a cost of Rs 42 
lakh.

Records from 

Kozhikode Medical 
College showed that 
102 vials were used in 
2023-24, 34 in 2024-25 
and 10 in 2025-26.

The Minister said 
the 50 vials used in 
2026 were separately 
procured from Bah-
rain on June 12, 2026.

A medical board 
headed by Dr R. Ara-
vind, head of the 
Infectious Diseases 
Department at Thiru-
vananthapuram Med-
ical College, has been 
constituted to exam-
ine whether the sus-
pected use of expired 
medicines was linked 
to patient deaths and 
whether other recipi-
ents suffered adverse 
effects.

M u r a l e e d h a r a n 
also said the letter 
sent to him by Lead-
er of the Opposition, 
Pinarayi Vijayan, 
had only cautioned 
against giving cheap-
er medicines to pa-
tients and contained 
no reference to clini-
cal trials or expired 
drugs.

He said the gov-
ernment would take 
appropriate action 
after the investiga-
tion brought out all 
the facts. Incidentally 
this took place when 
former Pinarayi Vi-
jayan headed the state 
from 2016-26. (IANS)

BJP holds large scale 'Save Democracy' march in Indore, 
MP CM Yadav targets Congress over SIR

INDORE, OCT 30 
The Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) on Friday 
organised a massive 
'Loktantra Bachao-
Arajkata Hatao' (Save 
Democracy, Remove 
Anarchy) foot march in 
Indore, with Madhya 
Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter Mohan Yadav and 
senior party leaders 
accusing the Congress 
of undermining demo-
cratic institutions and 
opposing the revision of 
electoral rolls for politi-
cal gains.

 The march, which 
marked a major politi-
cal mobilisation by the 
BJP in the state, was at-
tended by Union Minis-
ter Mansukh Mandavi-
ya, State BJP President 
Hemant Khandelwal 

and party's National 
General Secretary and 
Madhya Pradesh In-
charge Biplab Kumar 
Deb, along with several 
Ministers, MPs and 
MLAs.

Addressing the gath-
ering, Chief Minister 
Yadav said the people of 
Madhya Pradesh would 
never accept the Con-
gress' politics of anar-

chy and negativity.
He described the large 

turnout in Indore as a 
clear message to Rahul 
Gandhi and other oppo-
sition leaders.

"The massive gather-
ing in Indore is a clear 
warning to Rahul Gan-
dhi, the Congress and 
other opposition par-
ties. Those attempting 
to create anarchy in the 

country out of their lust 
for power should un-
derstand that no force 
can stop the BJP's lotus 
from blooming," CM Ya-
dav said.

He alleged that the 
Congress, having failed 
to secure power through 
democratic processes, 
was now attempting to 
discredit elected gov-
ernments and create an 

atmosphere of instabil-
ity by questioning con-
stitutional institutions.

The Chief Minister 
also accused the Con-
gress and its allies of 
trying to create situa-
tions similar to those 
witnessed in Bangla-
desh and Nepal by chal-
lenging elected govern-
ments and autonomous 
institutions.

Emphasising the need 
to uphold the dignity 
of constitutional bod-
ies, CM Yadav said re-
specting the Election 
Commission and the 
Supreme Court was es-
sential for strengthen-
ing democracy.

He also administered 
an oath to participants 
to protect democratic 
values and uphold the 
dignity of constitutional 
institutions.

State BJP President 
Khandelwal targeted 
the Congress over its op-
position to the Special 
Intensive Revision (SIR) 
of electoral rolls, alleg-
ing that the party want-
ed the names of foreign 
nationals and deceased 
persons to remain on 
voter lists. (IANS)

HC seeks reply on Saurav Das’s 
identity, nationality

Residents allege drug 
trade, extortion in Asansol

J&K LG reviews
security preparedness

CHENNAI, OCT 30 
Is Cockroach Janata 
Party (CJP) co-conve-
nor Saurav Das an In-
dian? A Public Interest 
Litigation (PIL) petition 
has raised this ques-
tion and sought cancel-
lation of his passport 
and Aadhaar card if he 
is found not to be, and 
the Madras High Court 
on Friday has ordered 
notice to the union Gov-
ernment, directing the 
Home Ministry to probe 
his nationality.

Hearing a petition 
filed by one R Ganesh 
Kumar, a businessman 
of Chennai, the First 
Bench of Chief Justice 
SA Dharmadhikari 
and Justice G Arul 
Murugan also ordered 
notice to Das. The peti-

tioner also prayed for 
a direction to block X 
and Instagram handles 
of Das to prevent him 
from posting deroga-
tory statements against 
Supreme Court Judges.

The petitioner, claim-
ing that the actual 
name of Das was Yo-
gesh Sharma, alleged 
in his affidavit that the 

CJP leader had roots 
in Nepal. He had delib-
erately concealed the 
facts and fraudulently 
obtained an Aadhaar 
card and passport, be-
sides a voter ID as well.

Describing Das as 
a 'jobless person with 
no genuine work and 
a self-styled represen-
tative of the CJP', the 
PIL litigant accused 
him of 'spreading ha-
tred among the youth 
through his social me-
dia handles, posting 
false and unsubstanti-
ated allegations'.

According to the af-
fidavit, one does not 
know how many pass-
ports Das was holding, 
which required a 'deep-
er probe in the interest 
of the nation'. (IANS)

KHURSHID ALAM
ASANSOL, OCT 30
Residents have raised con-
cerns over alleged drug 
trafficking, extortion and 
intimidation in the red-
light area under Ward No. 
59 of the Asansol Munici-
pal Corporation. 

According to local 
residents, some people 
visiting the area from 
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar 
and Jharkhand are al-
legedly threatened and 
pressured into paying 
large sums of money, 
with demands report-
edly ranging from Rs. 1 
lakh to Rs. 2 lakh for a 
single night. 

Residents also alleged 
that middlemen ap-
proach outsiders in near-
by areas and take them to 
the locality, where they 

are subsequently pres-
sured to pay.

Advocate and Con-
gress leader Rajeshwar 
Sharma, speaking to 
the media, alleged that 
drug-related activities 
were flourishing in the 
area and expressed con-
cern over their potential 
impact on young people. 

He also raised con-
cerns about alleged 
extortion and intimida-
tion, urging the state 
government and admin-
istration to conduct an 
impartial investigation 
and take strict legal ac-
tion against those found 
guilty. Local residents 
have also called for a 
thorough probe and 
effective measures to 
maintain law and order 
in the area. (IANS)

SRINAGAR, OCT 30 
Jammu and Kashmir's Lt 
Governor Manoj Sinha 
on Friday chaired a high-
level security review 
meeting at Lok Bhavan 
here to assess the pre-
vailing security situation 
and preparedness across 
the Union Territory. All 
Deputy Commissioners 
and Senior Superinten-
dents of Police attended 
the meeting, during 
which the overall secu-
rity scenario and the pre-
paredness of the district 
administration and po-
lice machinery to tackle 
emerging challenges 
were reviewed. Officials 
said the meeting focused 
on assessing the security 
situation in different dis-
tricts and strengthening 
coordination between 
the civil administration.

Congress accuses BJP of scorning Parliament, links mock session to CEC appointment
TFP I PRASHANT SHARMA 
NEW DELHI, OCT 30 
Senior Congress leader 
Jairam Ramesh on Fri-
day sharply criticised 
the BJP for organising 
a mock Parliament, al-
leging that the ruling 
party has consistently 
undermined the insti-
tution of Parliament 
since 2014.

In a post on X, Ra-
mesh said it was “not 
at all surprising” that 
the BJP ecosystem had 
held a mock Parlia-
ment, as he accused 
Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and Home 
Minister Amit Shah 
of repeatedly mock-
ing parliamentary de-
mocracy by bulldozing 

bills, denying debates 
on issues of public im-
portance, denigrating 
parliamentary institu-
tions and converting 
both Houses into plat-

forms for self-glorifica-
tion.

Ramesh specifically 
referred to the December 
2023 episode when a Bill 
granting unprecedented 

life-long immunity to 
the Chief Election Com-
missioner was passed by 
both Houses while 145 
Opposition MPs were 
under suspension.

He alleged that soon 
after the passage of the 
Bill, Gyanesh Kumar 
was positioned as Chief 
Election Commis-
sioner to implement 
what he described as 
"nefarious Modi-Shah 
designs" aimed at strip-
ping crores of Indians 
of their constitutional 
right to vote.

The Congress lead-
er’s remarks come 
against the backdrop 
of the ongoing political 
confrontation over the 
Special Intensive Revi-
sion of electoral rolls 
and the opposition’s 
campaign questioning 
the functioning of the 
Election Commission.

The INDIA bloc has 

been demanding the 
resignation of the CEC 
and has organised a 
series of programmes, 
including a mock par-
liamentary session, 
to highlight its allega-
tions of "vote chori".

The BJP has consis-
tently rejected such 
allegations, asserting 
that parliamentary 
proceedings are con-
ducted according to 
rules and that the Elec-
tion Commission func-
tions independently.

The ruling party has 
described the opposi-
tion’s campaign as an 
attempt to discredit con-
stitutional institutions 
after facing electoral 
setbacks.

INDIA bloc's 'public
 impeachment' event postponed 
Leader of the Oppo-

sition in the Lok 
Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, 
on Friday said that the 
INDIA bloc's "public 
impeachment" event 
against Chief Election 
Commissioner (CEC) 
Gyanesh Kumar over 
alleged irregularities 
in the Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) 
of electoral rolls has 
been postponed to Sat-
urday, due to adverse 
weather in the nation-
al capital.

The event has been 

rescheduled for 2 p.m. 
on Saturday and will 
be held at its previ-
ously decided venue, 
Congress President 
Mallikarjun Kharge's 
official residence.

"The event was 
originally scheduled 
to be held today, but 
due to rain, it has 
been postponed and 
fixed for tomorrow af-
ternoon," a statement 
said.

Following the post-
ponement, Gandhi, ad-
dressing the media, said.

 K. Muraleedharan

Saurav Das
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AP accelerates 
post-cyclone relief

AMARAVATI, OCT 30 
Authorities in 
Andhra Pradesh have 
stepped up efforts to 
restore normalcy in 
areas affected by Cy-
clone Arnab.  

Various depart-
ments were active on 
the ground, focusing 
on the restoration of 
power, transport, and 
communication sys-
tems, officials said on 
Friday.

Chief Minister N. 
Chandrababu Naidu 
conducted a review 
of the relief and res-
toration works before 
heading for a field 
visit to the affected ar-
eas in West Godavari 
district.

Officials reported 
progress in the res-
toration of power, 
roads, and commu-
nication systems. He 
was informed that 
power restoration 
work accelerated with 
support from other 
states.

Reviewing relief op-
erations being carried 
out by various depart-
ments at the village 
level, the Chief Min-
ister instructed offi-

cials to maintain their 
commitment until aid 
reaches everyone and 
all issues are fully re-
solved.

With the Chief Min-
ister personally inter-
acting with field-level 
staff, the administra-
tion has been complet-
ing tasks on a war 
footing.

Within the juris-
diction of Andhra 
Pradesh Eastern Pow-
er Distribution Com-
pany Limited (APEP-
DCL), power supply 
has been restored to 
4,881 out of the 5,404 
villages that experi-
enced outages.

Out of the 552 sub-
stations affected 
within the APEPDCL 
jurisdiction, 513 have 
been restored. With 
about 93 per cent of 
the restoration work 
completed, 39 substa-
tions remain to be 
restored. According 
to officials, power 
supply has been fully 
restored to all af-
fected villages in the 
Vizianagaram, Vi-
sakhapatnam, Anaka-
palli, Kakinada, and 
Eluru districts. (IANS)

Joint search op launched in border 
areas of Jammu, Kathua districts 

JAMMU, OCT 30 
Joint forces on Friday 
launched a search op-
eration in the border 
areas of Kathua and 
Jammu district after 
they found an aban-
doned police uniform 
in the area, setting off 
alarm bells among the 
Indian security forces.

Officials said the 
joint forces started 
search operations in 
border areas of Jam-
mu and Kathua dis-
tricts after a damaged 
police uniform was 
found abandoned.

During a routine 
search operation, se-
curity forces recov-
ered a damaged police 
uniform, boots and a 
rucksack from Bana 
Chak village in Kath-
ua district, prompting 
a security concern.

The joint forces also 
conducted search op-
erations along the In-
ternational Border in 
Jammu district after 
the recovery of the 
uniform.

Joint teams com-
prising the Jammu 
and Kashmir Police, 
Special Operations 
Group, Indian Army, 
CRPF and the BSF 
are taking part in the 
search operations to 
find the person whom 
the uniform belongs 

to.
Extensive combing 

and search operations 
are underway along 
the International Bor-
der sectors in Kathua 
and Jammu districts, 
as well as neighbour-
ing areas like Samba. 
Border security has 
been further tightened 
amid heightened vigi-
lance after the alarm-
ing discovery.

Security forces have 
significantly enhanced 
vigilance and expanded 

search patterns in re-
sponse to continuous 
reports of suspicious 
movements across the 
Jammu border grid.

Earlier this month, 
a large-scale sweep by 
the J&K Police, Spe-
cial Operations Group, 
Army, and CRPF was 
initiated in the Kar-
nadi forest area of 
Kathua after villagers 
reported the presence 
of suspected individu-
als near the border.

In August 2026, in 
the Billawar belt of 
Kathua, an operation 
was triggered after un-
identified individuals 
knocked on a villager's 
door late at night. The 
family did not open the 
door, but discovered 
the next morning that 
their stored food had 
been stolen. (IANS)

ED probes Rs. 290-cr Jharkhand 
power plant loan scam

 DURGAPUR, OCT 30 
The Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) on 
Friday conducted si-
multaneous searches 
at several locations 
in Kolkata, Howrah, 
Hooghly, Durgapur and 
Asansol in connection 
with an alleged multi-
crore scam involving a 
loan secured for setting 
up a 66-megawatt pow-
er plant in Jharkhand.

According to ED 
sources, a private com-
pany had obtained a loan 
of approximately Rs 290 
crore from a bank, os-
tensibly for establishing 
the power plant. Howev-
er, investigators suspect 

that the money was not 
utilised for the stated 
purpose and was alleg-
edly diverted elsewhere. 
The investigation is also 
understood to be linked 
to allegations of fund di-
version through the cre-
ation of shell companies.

In Kolkata, an ED 
team raided the resi-

dence of chartered ac-
countant Ashok Sarathi 
at an upscale housing 
complex in Lake Town. 
Sarathi is suspected 
of having direct links 
with the company un-
der investigation. The 
team arrived in the 
morning, accompa-
nied by central armed 

forces personnel, who 
cordoned off the hous-
ing complex. Investiga-
tors questioned those 
present and examined 
documents during the 
search.

Another ED team 
reached the residence 
of chartered accoun-
tant Sudipta Ghosh on 
Shibtala Street in Ut-
tarpara, Hooghly. Cen-
tral forces cordoned off 
the premises as officials 
conducted searches 
and enquiries. Ghosh, 
however, has report-
edly denied having any 
connection with the al-
leged financial irregu-
larities. (IANS)

India, Belgium and Luxembourg agree to deepen economic ties
NEW DELHI, OCT 30 
India, Belgium and 
Luxembourg have 
agreed to strengthen 
economic ties and ex-
plore opportunities to 
deepen cooperation in 
aerospace, research, 
innovation and higher 
education, according to 
a statement issued by 
the Commerce Minis-
try on Friday.

The 19th session of 
the India-Belgium-
Luxembourg Economic 
Union (BLEU) Joint 
Economic Commission 
(JEC) was held in Lux-
embourg. The meeting 
provided a platform 
for India, Belgium and 
Luxembourg to review 
bilateral trade and in-
vestment relations and 
discuss opportunities 

to further strengthen 
economic cooperation 
across key sectors, the 
statement said.

The JEC was co-
chaired by Commerce 
Secretary Rajesh 
Agrawal; Director-Gen-
eral for Geo-Economy 
and Economic Diplo-
macy, Belgian Federal 
Public Service Foreign 
Affairs, Foreign Trade 
and Development Co-

operation, Filip Van-
den Bulcke; and Sec-
retary General of the 
Ministry of Foreign 
and European Affairs, 
Defence, Development 
Cooperation and For-
eign Trade, Luxem-
bourg, Henri Schum-
acher.

The discussions cov-
ered a broad range of 
priority sectors, in-
cluding logistics, with 

a focus on air connec-
tivity and ports, renew-
able energy and clean 
technology, financial 
services and FinTech, 
digital transforma-
tion and information 
and communication 
technology (ICT), 
healthcare and life sci-
ences, Ayurveda and 
traditional medicine, 
and the agro and food 
processing industry.

The meeting resolved 
to explore opportuni-
ties to deepen coop-
eration in aerospace, 
research and innova-
tion, higher education, 
and skill development. 
Market-related issues 
were also discussed 
with a view to address-
ing trade concerns, 
facilitating market ac-
cess and identifying op-
portunities to further 
strengthen economic 
ties.

The JEC provided 
an opportunity for the 
three sides to exchange 
views on their economic 
priorities, review sec-
toral cooperation and 
identify avenues for 
enhancing business en-
gagement and invest-
ment partnerships. The 

discussions reaffirmed 
the importance of sus-
tained dialogue and 
cooperation in advanc-
ing mutually beneficial 
economic relations be-
tween India, Belgium 
and Luxembourg.

After the JEC ses-
sion, Rajesh Agrawal 
interacted with CEOs 
of Luxembourg-based 
companies. He high-
lighted India's strong 
economic growth and 
investment potential 
and underscored op-
portunities for collab-
oration in financial 
services, advanced 
manufacturing, lo-
gistics, clean energy, 
digital technologies, 
healthcare, and re-
search and innova-
tion. (IANS/UNI)

UCC will be implemented if BJP returns to power in UP: Amit Shah
LUCKNOW, OCT 30 
Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah on Friday 
stated that the Uniform 
Civil Code (UCC) will be 
implemented in Uttar 
Pradesh if the BJP-led 
NDA forms the govern-
ment for the third time 
following the 2027 As-
sembly polls.

HM Shah made the 
remarks while speak-
ing at the inauguration 
of the BJP's state execu-
tive committee meeting 
in Lucknow, as part of 
preparations for the As-
sembly elections.

UP BJP President and 
Minister of State for 
Finance Pankaj Chaud-
hary, Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath, both 
Deputy Chief Ministers, 

and other senior party 
leaders were present at 
the event.

Addressing the meet-
ing, Amit Shah urged 
party workers to set 
aside personal griev-
ances and ambitions, 
strengthen the organiza-
tion, and consider the 
next Assembly election 

as their own battle.
Launching a sharp at-

tack on Lok Sabha Leader 
of Opposition Rahul Gan-
dhi, he said the BJP would 
answer the LoP's “mean-
ingless statements” by 
forming the government 
again in 2027.

Shah also hit out at the 
Samajwadi Party and its 

chief Akhilesh Yadav, 
saying: "Today was the 
day when unarmed Ram 
devotees and kar sevaks 
were fired upon indis-
criminately in Ayodhya 
during the then SP gov-
ernment and the water 
of the Saryu river turned 
red with their blood."

He questioned the SP, 

asking how he can stake a 
claim to form the govern-
ment in the state again?

Further, HM Shah 
warned that the BJP 
government in Uttar 
Pradesh is "Angad's leg," 
which the opposition 
parties cannot shake, 
referring to the Hindu 
Mythological figure in 
the Ramayana.

The Home Minister 
also recalled the contri-
bution of former UP CM 
late Kalyan Singh, saying 
that the latter had taken 
a historic decision for the 
Ram Temple movement 
"without caring about 
his government then".

Further targeting the 
Congress and the SP, he 
said that under Akhilesh 
Yadav's leadership, "SP 

had been losing elections 
continuously, while the 
Congress under Rahul 
Gandhi had failed to re-
turn to power".

"If the opposition con-
tinued on the same path, 
it would remain out of 
power for a long time," 
he remarked.

Maintaining that the 
government's achieve-
ments are important, 
Amit Shah stressed 
that the BJP's greatest 
strength is its cadre. 
"The Centre and the state 
government have under-
taken extensive devel-
opmental work, and it is 
now the responsibility 
of the party organization 
to communicate these 
achievements to the pub-
lic," he said. (IANS)

SC acts against misuse 
of court proceedings

NEW DELHI, OCT 30 
The Supreme Court 
on Friday directed the 
Centre to incorporate 
measures for taking 
action against those 
violating its interim re-
strictions on the unau-
thorised use and com-
mercial exploitation of 
audio-video recordings 
of judicial proceedings 
into the proposed poli-
cy framework.  

A Bench of Chief Jus-
tice of India (CJI) Surya 
Kant and Justices Joy-
malya Bagchi and V. 
Mohana directed the 
Ministry of Electronics 
and Information Tech-
nology (MeitY) to en-
sure compliance with 
the interim directions 
issued by the apex 
court in July this year.

"The MeitY is di-
rected to ensure the 
compliance of interim 
directions... Necessary 
measures for taking ac-
tion against those who 
fail to comply with the 
directions will also be 
incorporated in the 
policy regime," the 
CJI Kant-led Bench or-
dered.

The directions came 
after Solicitor Gen-
eral Tushar Mehta in-

formed the top court 
that the Centre was 
considering sugges-
tions received from 
various High Courts 
and members of the 
legal fraternity for 
formulating a policy 
to regulate the use of 
recordings of judicial 
proceedings.

The Centre's second 
highest law officer told 
the CJI Kant-led Bench 
that the suggestions 
had been forwarded to 
the apex court registry 
and that a framework 
incorporating the in-
puts would be prepared 
and placed before the 
Supreme Court for con-
sideration. He also ap-
prised the top court of 
instances of violations 
of its earlier directions 
and suggested that 
material uploaded in 
breach of the interim 
restrictions should be 
taken down.

The CJI Kant-led 
Bench agreed that the 
directions needed to be 
effectively implemented 
and said the proposed 
policy framework 
should provide for ap-
propriate action against 
those failing to comply 
with them. (IANS)

AI, maritime security priorities in 
India's pursuit of UNSC election

UNITED NATIONS, OCT 30
As threats to maritime 
security emerge from 
new technology, India 
has urged international 
cooperation to counter 
them and said it would 
be a priority for it in 
pursuing election to the 
Security Council.

"India has identified 
AI (artificial intelli-
gence) and maritime 
security as important 
priorities for its candi-
dature to the Security 
Council for 2028–2029", 
India's Permanent Rep-
resentative P Harish 
said on Thursday.

"Our objective is 
clear: technology must 
strengthen human secu-
rity, not undermine it; 
it must expand opportu-
nity, not inequality; and 
it must make our shared 
maritime commons saf-

er, not more contested", 
he said.

India is contesting the 
election next year for a 
non-permanent Coun-
cil seat with a two-year 
term starting in 2028.

He was speaking at 
an open debate at the 
Council on “Emerg-
ing Technologies and 
Maritime Security: 
Implications for Peace 
and Security” that was 
convened by Greece as 

Council president and 
chaired by its Prime 
Minister Kyriakos Mit-
sotakis.

Harish recalled that 
External Affairs Min-
ister S. Jaishankar and 
Greece's Foreign Minis-
ter George Gerapetritis 
had co-chaired a high-
level discussion last 
month on AI and mari-
time security and said 
this was an opportunity 
to build on it.

The Council debate 
took place on a day 
when Iran's Navy said 
three oil tankers in the 
Strait of Hormuz had 
hit sea mines and were 
ablaze, highlighting the 
maritime perils.

Harish said, "India 
strongly condemns at-
tacks against commer-
cial vessels and reiter-
ates the importance of 
freedom of navigation, 
unimpeded lawful mar-
itime commerce and 
the safety of seafarers, 
in accordance with in-
ternational law".

The "attacks against 
commercial shipping 
threaten seafarers, dis-
rupt supply chains and 
disproportionately affect 
developing countries 
through higher costs 
and economic uncertain-
ty", he said. (IANS)
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India’s rapid urbanisation and changing dietary habits have brought urban nutrition 
into sharper focus, highlighting the need for coordinated policies on food access, 
public health and municipal infrastructure. The ICMR-INDIAB study reported adult 

prevalence rates of 11.4 per cent for diabetes, 35.5 per cent for hypertension and 28.6 
per cent for generalised obesity, with metabolic diseases generally more prevalent in 
urban areas. Among urban women aged 15 to 49, overweight or obesity increased from 
13 per cent in 2005-06 to 30.7 per cent in 2023-24. The coexistence of undernutrition, 
obesity and diet-related diseases calls for an integrated approach that addresses the 
diverse nutritional challenges facing Indian cities.

Urban food environments are shaped not merely by the number of shops but also by 
affordability, accessibility, convenience, food quality and transport facilities. Women, 
daily-wage workers and residents of informal settlements often face additional barriers 
due to travel costs, limited time and restricted access to affordable, nutritious food. Re-
search across eight low- and middle-income countries, covering 251 studies, found that 
food availability and vendor characteristics received greater attention than affordability 
and accessibility. For India, these fi ndings underline the importance of assessing travel 
time, opening hours, transport expenses and the practical diffi culties households face 
in obtaining nutritious food.

India’s urban food supply chains depend on an interconnected network of whole-
sale markets, small traders, street vendors and informal distribution channels. Research 
from Bengaluru and Colombo highlights how these networks help sustain affordable 
and diverse food supplies, including during periods of disruption. A study covering nine 
Indian cities found that food supply-chain distances ranged from 196 km in Pondicher-
ry to 1,137 km in Chennai, alongside signifi cant differences in nutritional inadequacy. 
Strengthening wholesale markets, improving transport links and diversifying supply 
sources can help cities maintain reliable food access while reducing their vulnerability 
to supply disruptions. Street vendors are an important component of India’s urban food 
economy, providing affordable meals near workplaces, transport hubs and residential 
areas. However, inadequate access to potable water, sanitation, storage, temperature 
control and waste disposal can create food-safety risks. A study of 170 street-food ven-
dors in Pune identifi ed signifi cant infrastructure gaps affecting hygienic food handling. 
The Street Vendors (Protection of Livelihood and Regulation of Street Vending) Act, 
2014, provides a framework for protecting vendors’ livelihoods and regulating vend-
ing activities. Effective implementation should combine proportionate inspections and 
hygiene training with investments in basic services, enabling vendors to operate safely 
without unnecessarily restricting affordable food access.

Urban nutrition challenges also refl ect differences in income, lifestyle and the built 
environment. A 2026 multi-city Indian model identifi ed low physical activity as a lead-
ing health concern, while evidence indicates that urban and metropolitan households 
devote a greater share of expenditure to processed foods and meals consumed outside 
the home than rural and smaller-city households. Lower-income communities often 
face inadequate basic infrastructure and limited access to healthier food choices, while 
affl uent groups may experience greater exposure to lifestyle-related risks. Addressing 
these challenges requires policies that promote balanced diets, physical activity and 
healthier food environments while recognising the infl uence of commercial marketing 
and the growing availability of packaged foods.

Despite growing recognition of these concerns, urban food systems and public 
health are frequently addressed through separate administrative frameworks. Bet-
ter coordination among municipal bodies, health departments, agriculture agen-
cies, food-safety authorities and transport planners can help bridge this gap. Bhu-
baneswar illustrates the potential and limitations of community interest in urban 
agriculture: while 70 per cent of residents surveyed reportedly expressed willing-
ness to adopt it, only 35 per cent were actively practising it. 

The Kenyan government’s decision to halt the operations of Tata Chemicals Ma-
gadi Limited (TCML), an Indian company with a century-old presence in the 
country, has raised questions about investment, economic sovereignty and bilat-

eral relations. The dispute emerged in late July 2026, when Kenya’s Ministry of Mining 
suspended the company’s mining operations over regulatory and statutory concerns. 
While the developments pose challenges for the company, they also offer India an op-
portunity to assess its economic engagement with Africa and strengthen its long-stand-
ing commitment to mutually benefi cial partnerships.

Kenya’s position refl ects a broader shift in Africa’s economic priorities, with gov-
ernments increasingly seeking greater domestic benefi ts from their natural resources. 
African countries want foreign investment to generate local employment, promote in-
dustrialisation, facilitate technology transfer and strengthen domestic supply chains. 
Zimbabwe’s 2022 ban on raw lithium exports and Namibia’s 2023 restrictions on un-
processed critical minerals refl ect this approach. These measures underline the grow-
ing emphasis on value addition and economic diversifi cation rather than dependence 
on the extraction and export of raw materials.

India’s engagement with Africa has traditionally emphasised development coopera-
tion, capacity building, respect for sovereignty and partnerships based on the priorities 
of the countries concerned. India and Kenya share historical connections, commercial 
interests and strategic stakes in the Indian Ocean, alongside common experiences of 
colonialism and cooperation within the Global South. However, shared history alone 
cannot guarantee equitable economic outcomes. Indian companies must also recog-
nise the changing expectations of African governments and local communities, ensur-
ing that commercial operations contribute meaningfully to host-country development.

The Tata Chemicals–Kenya dispute should not be viewed as evidence that South–
South cooperation has failed. Instead, it highlights the need to align commercial in-
terests with the development aspirations of both partners. African governments are 
not necessarily rejecting foreign investment; they are seeking greater infl uence over 
how investments translate into jobs, revenues, skills and industrial capacity. For India, 
understanding this distinction is essential to maintaining its economic presence and 
strengthening its credibility as a reliable development partner.

At the same time, individual corporate disputes should not overshadow the broader 
India-Kenya relationship. India can legitimately protect the interests of its companies 
while respecting Kenya’s regulatory authority and economic priorities. Constructive 
dialogue, transparent regulatory processes and mutually acceptable solutions can help 
prevent commercial disagreements from escalating into wider diplomatic concerns. 
A balanced approach would protect legitimate business interests while preserving the 
foundations of bilateral cooperation and creating opportunities for future investment.

India’s future Africa strategy should place greater emphasis on local value creation. 
Indian investments can strengthen their long-term prospects by expanding domestic 
processing, employing and training local workers, transferring technology, engaging lo-
cal suppliers and supporting community development. Such an approach would help 
demonstrate that Indian businesses are not merely extracting resources but also con-
tributing to industrial growth and economic diversifi cation. Country-specifi c invest-
ment strategies, tailored to the priorities of individual African governments, would be 
more effective than a uniform approach across the continent.

India should also broaden its engagement beyond government-to-government co-
operation by encouraging stronger links among businesses, local authorities, universi-
ties, civil society and communities. Such an ecosystem-based approach can improve 
understanding of local requirements, facilitate skills development and create more 
sustainable commercial partnerships. As African countries diversify their international 
partnerships and exercise greater bargaining power, Indian companies will need to 
remain competitive through responsible investment, technological cooperation and a 
clear commitment to shared economic gains.

Integrated food governance vital 

India’s Africa strategy
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The ruling Karnataka 
Congress party's 
“grand zero” perfor-

mance in the Legislative 
Council elections has not 
only become a “national 
embarrassment” because 
it failed miserably despite 
switching from EVMs to 
ballot papers, but the suc-
cess of the BJP-JD(S) al-
liance in these polls will 
give the Congress party 
nightmares ahead of the 
2028 Assembly elections.

The Congress won just 
one of the 28 Legislative 
Council seats for which 
elections were held in 
four states, but Karnata-
ka's results began “trend-
ing” on social media 
and national television 
channels because Chief 
Minister DK Shivakumar 
had insisted on, and got, 
the state election body 
to adopt ballot papers in 
place of EVMs to high-
light his party's “vote 
chori” campaign.

A hugely disappointed 
Shivakumar admitted, 
“We did not expect these 
results,” adding, “We ac-
cept the people's deci-
sion. There are lessons 
to learn. We will fi nd out 
what went wrong.” But 
the two stalwarts of the 
JD(S) and BJP, HD Kuma-
raswamy and BS Yediy-
urappa, were ecstatic. 
While Kumaraswamy 
said, “It is the people's be-
fi tting reply to the misrule 
of the Congress-led gov-
ernment in Karnataka,” 

Yediyurappa thundered, 
“In all upcoming elec-
tions, we will fi ght them 
together. We will do all it 
takes to oust this corrupt 
government.”

Shivakumar, who re-
placed Siddaramaiah as 
Karnataka Chief Minister 
on June 3 in none-too-
happy circumstances, has 
found the going tough 
on multiple fronts. Even 
four months after taking 
charge, he has neither 
been able to complete the 
cabinet formation exer-
cise nor get a fi rm grip on 
the administration. The 
worst drought in over fi ve 
decades has left the water 
reservoirs in a precari-
ous state, leading to poor 
cultivation and farmers in 
distress, besides low en-
ergy levels that threaten 

to disrupt power supply 
and economic activities. 
The state is also faced 
with constant directions 
from the Supreme Court 
to release Cauvery water 
to neighbouring Tamil 
Nadu “as per the tribu-
nal's award.”

Politically, too, Shiva-
kumar is mired in trouble 
as a rift has developed 
between him and Sid-
daramaiah over a mys-
terious “sting operation” 
involving the latter. While 
opposition leaders have 
been gleefully accusing 
Shivakumar of having “in-
stigated” the sting opera-
tion allegedly involving a 
woman and targeting Sid-
daramaiah to keep him 
in check, Siddaramaiah's 
minister-son, Dr Yatin-
dra, has sought an impar-

tial investigation into the 
“involvement of any Con-
gress party functionaries” 
in the alleged scam.

Siddaramaiah, who has 
been invited to partici-
pate in the INDI Alliance's 
mega protest rally in New 
Delhi on Sunday against 
the Election Commission 
of India's “fl awed SIR ex-
ercise across the country” 
and to demand the resig-
nation of CEC Gyanesh 
Kumar, has said that he 
has sought an appoint-
ment with Rahul Gandhi 
on November 2 to “ex-
plain” his position on the 
allegations made against 
him. Sources close to him 
say that he would also 
express his misgivings 
to Rahul about Shivaku-
mar's possible role.

Considering that it was 
the joint effort of Sidda-
ramaiah and Shivakumar 
that led to the Congress 
winning a handsome 
majority of 136 seats dur-
ing the 2023 Assembly 
polls, the growing trust 
defi cit between the two 
top leaders spells greater 
worry for the Congress 
after the “MLC poll de-
bacle”. It is important 
to note that, though the 
voting numbers were 
small compared to those 
in Assembly constitu-
encies, the four teach-
ers' and graduates' MLC 
seats were spread over 
19 districts and 133 As-
sembly constituencies, 
including the capital city 
of Bengaluru - a fairly 

representative sample of 
the entire state.

While the BJP is in a 
resurgent mood after an 
impressive response to 
its 10-day “Ballari Chalo” 
padayatra, led by its state 
president, BY Vijayen-
dra, against the KPSC 
exams scandal and the Rs 
187-crore Valmiki ST De-
velopment Corporation 
scandal in September in 
northern Karnataka, the 
JD(S), under Kumaras-
wamy, is also going ham-
mer and tongs, accusing 
the Shivakumar govern-
ment of grabbing farm-
ers' lands in Bidadi and 
Kanakapura in the name 
of development projects. 
He recently released doc-
uments claiming that Shi-
vakumar had “acquired” 
300 acres of prime land 
from Ashok Keni, the 
controversial promoter 
of the failed Bengaluru-
Mysuru highway project, 
and registered them in 
his daughter Aishwarya's 
name. Shivakumar, com-
menting later, defended 
the deal, saying, “My 
daughter is also a busi-
nesswoman. Can she not 
do business?”

It appears that the 
corruption allegations 
against the BJP that un-
seated its government in 
the 2023 Assembly polls 
are coming full circle to 
haunt the Shivakumar 
government well ahead 
of the Assembly elections, 
which are less than two 
years away.

AJAY GUDAVARTHY

India is witnessing 
student protests that 
have expanded from 

the issue of NEET paper 
leaks and education to the 
integrity of the electoral 
process. After successfully 
securing the resignation 
of the education minis-
ter, the protesters have 
now turned to demanding 
the resignation of Chief 
Election Commissioner 
Gyanesh Kumar. Many 
activists and political ana-
lysts argue this could be 
the fi nal nail in the coffi n 
of the Modi government.

While the protests have 
undoubtedly dented the 
infallible, larger-than-life 
image of Narendra Modi, 
do they really hold the 
potential to bring down 
the current government? 
Not only does that seem 
unlikely, but the idea also 
comes across as a con-
sciously concocted booby 
trap that has engulfed 
Opposition parties into a 
movement that may not 
have a deeper reach and is 
largely confi ned to urban 
pockets, educated youth 
and activists. Why is it so?

Firstly, the Opposition 
parties’ “save the Consti-
tution” and “save democ-
racy” narrative may seem 
too abstract to the com-
mon person on the street. 
These ideas are not as self-
evident as their propo-
nents project them to be.

Historically, the lan-
guage of constitutional 
morality and consti-
tutional principles has 
rarely resonated directly 
with popular politics and 
mass mobilisation. The 
demand to uphold con-
stitutional propriety, how-
ever important it may be 

to protecting the demo-
cratic structure, is severely 
constrained by the tech-
nicalities and legal pro-
visions involved. This is 
not the language people 
speak or through which 
they understand or navi-
gate their everyday lives. 
They approach everyday 
life through cultural ethics 
and ethos.

Even as these protests 
remain important to safe-
guarding the fairness of 
the electoral process, the 
challenge is to translate 
their demands into the 
experiential realities of 
people in mofussil towns 
and rural India. The last 
person to successfully 
translate the modern 
ideals of democracy and 
equality into everyday cul-
tural symbolism was MK 
Gandhi. Consider how 
he framed the question 
of sovereignty in terms of 
the right to produce and 
consume salt. Salt be-
came a cultural symbol 
of reclaiming sovereignty, 
dignity and swaraj. The 
commonplace act of con-
suming salt cut across 
caste, class, rural-urban 
and other social divisions.

For the “vote chori” 
campaign to resonate 
with people living on the 
margins of society and the 
economy, the language 
of the “right to vote” will 

have to be connected to 
their growing anxieties 
about quality of life, in-
cluding access to educa-
tion, healthcare and em-
ployment, among other 
basic needs. Opposition 
parties and social activists 
have yet to invent a po-
litical discourse that con-
nects the “right to vote” 
with welfare.

Part of the problem is 
that the BJP is already 
delivering the kind of 
transactional welfare that 
the Opposition is also 
promising, including free 
rations, free bus passes 
for women and other 
such schemes. The BJP 
has combined transac-
tional welfare with what 
has been described as the 
“new welfarism”, which 
involves building infra-
structure such as roads 
and highways. It may also 
be acknowledged that the 
BJP performs marginally 
better in service delivery 
because of its hold over 
the bureaucracy and its 
organisational heft.

For ordinary people 
to take notice, Opposi-
tion parties will have to 
move towards what I call 
structural welfarism. This 
could involve large-scale 
social transformation 
through greater budget-
ary allocations for educa-
tion, healthcare and other 

social sectors. Are Oppo-
sition parties willing to 
move beyond neoliberal, 
transactional welfare? As 
of now, that is certainly 
not the case. They have 
the same libertarian eco-
nomic imagination as the 
BJP, which is why “vote 
chori” has become a 
stand-alone demand.

The fact that this may 
not succeed electorally 
was evident in Bihar, de-
spite mass demonstra-
tions and large crowds at 
the campaign led by Ra-
hul Gandhi and Tejaswi 
Yadav. In fact, the Op-
position may have let the 
ruling dispensation off 
the hook in Bihar by not 
capitalising on growing 
anti-incumbency fuelled 
by poor healthcare and 
educational facilities, as 
well as youth unrest over 
widespread underem-
ployment and unemploy-
ment. One may recall how 
Tejaswi Yadav’s promise 
of 10 lakh jobs in the pre-
vious Assembly election 
cycle yielded better elec-
toral dividends.

The Opposition’s coun-
terargument is that even 
if it makes greater prom-
ises, how can it ever win if 
the electoral process itself 
is compromised? This is 
the classic chicken-and-
egg quandary into which 
the Opposition has been 
pushed.

Second, the BJP has 
fl oated the entire bogey of 
Special Intensive Revision 
(SIR) not just to win elec-
tions through malpractice 
and manipulation of elec-
toral rolls. There is a larger 
and deeper strategy of so-
cial polarisation through 
the SIR campaign. The 
recent data has clearly 

refl ected that deletions 
from voter lists are not 
random but targeted. An 
overwhelming majority of 
those removed are Mus-
lims and Dalits.

This is the reason why 
Opposition parties, de-
spite campaigning re-
lentlessly against “vote 
chori”, have been unable 
or unwilling to mobilise 
those whose names have 
been deleted. Such mo-
bilisation would involve 
bringing large numbers of 
Muslims onto the streets, 
which will feed into the 
BJP’s dominant narrative 
of Hindu-Muslim polari-
sation and its rhetoric of 
‘appeasement’.

The BJP, it seems, is 
eyeing to consolidate its 
support among upper 
castes and OBCs while 
excluding Muslims and 
Dalits from the electoral 
processes. The Opposi-
tion is therefore on the 
back foot, condemned 
to rely on its own party 
cadres and, now, Gen Z 
to sustain the protests. 
It has no clear strategy to 
overcome this impasse. 
As a result, Opposition 
parties are talking about 
voter deletions without 
mentioning the social 
composition of those de-
leted.

By default, the protests 
have become a movement 
of the privileged. The nar-
rative of a democratic cri-
sis remains trapped at Jan-
tar Mantar. This scale of 
crisis may not be enough 
to get the BJP worried.

(Ajay Gudavarthy is an 
Associate Professor of 
Political Science at the 

Centre for Political Stud-
ies, Jawaharlal Nehru 

University (JNU))

Why Karnataka's MLC verdict is a bigger 
problem for Congress than it appears

The Opposition’s ‘vote chori’
campaign has a language problem
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NEW DELHI, OCT 30 
The government has 
significantly stepped-up 
public investment in the 
fisheries sector, com-
mitting Rs 39,272 crore 
through key schemes 
and programmes. These 
interventions are aimed 
at expanding infrastruc-
ture, strengthening 
production and post-
harvest systems, and 
creating employment 
and livelihood oppor-
tunities for 74.66 lakh 
fishers and fish farm-
ers across the country, 
according to an official 
statement on Friday.

The key interventions 
are the Blue Revolu-
tion Scheme, Fisheries 
and Aquaculture Infra-
structure Development 
Fund (FIDF), Pradhan 
Mantri Matsya Sam-
pada Yojana (PMMSY), 
Pradhan Mantri Matsya 

Samridhi Sah Yojana 
(PM-MKSSY) and Kisan 
Credit Card (KCC), ac-
cording to the Minis-
try of Fisheries, Ani-

mal Husbandry &amp; 
Dairying.

A parallel focus has 
been placed on strength-
ening transportation 

and logistics networks, 
with 46,500 facilities, in-
cluding fish transporta-
tion systems, retail and 
wholesale fish markets, 

kiosks, feed mills, ice 
plants, cold storages 
and value-added enter-
prise units, added with 
an investment of Rs. 

3,393.85 crore.
In addition, five 

modern and smart fish 
markets are under de-
velopment, integrating 
advanced IT systems, 
green technologies and 
logistics supply chains, 
and are expected to 
generate 15,900 employ-
ment opportunities, 
said the ministry.

The emphasis on val-
ue addition is also creat-
ing a stronger platform 
for women’s participa-
tion in post-harvest 
activities and fisheries-
based enterprises.

Their empowerment 
has been prioritised un-
der the Pradhan Man-
tri Matsya Sampada Yo-
jana (PMMSY), under 
which projects worth 
over Rs. 4,155 crore -- 
with a central share of 
Rs 1,572 crore -- have 
been approved over the 

last five years for the 
benefit of more than 
1.28 lakh women benefi-
ciaries.

This support has en-
abled women to partici-
pate in diverse such as 
fish drying, preparation 
of fish pickles and pa-
pad, smoked fish prod-
ucts, fish powder, and 
packaging and retailing, 
the ministry observed.

India’s fisheries sec-
tor is evolving from a 
production-focused ac-
tivity into a dynamic, 
technology-driven and 
value-oriented pillar of 
the national economy.

It plays a vital role 
in strengthening food 
and nutritional secu-
rity, generating em-
ployment, supporting 
rural livelihoods and 
contributing to export 
earnings.

The government has 

supported the formation 
of 2,195 Fisheries Farm-
er Producer Organiza-
tions (FFPOs) enabling 
producers to aggregate 
output, pool resources 
and participate more ef-
fectively in processing, 
branding and market-
ing activities.

Several of these or-
ganisations have also 
been integrated with 
the Open Network 
for Digital Commerce 
(ONDC), widening 
their access to digital 
markets and improving 
prospects for fair price 
realisation.

Under PM-MKSSY, 
5,500 fisheries coopera-
tives are being strength-
ened to function as 
FFPOs in collabora-
tion with intermediary 
agencies such as NCDC, 
NAFED, SFAC and 
NERAMAC. (IANS)

Bengaluru leads India's office rental growth at 11.5%

PM Modi to visit Brussels to sign India-EU FTA
NEW DELHI, OCT 30
Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi will visit 
Brussels in Decem-
ber to formally sign 
the India-European 
Union free trade agree-
ment in major step to 
strengthen economic 
ties between the two 
sides, European Coun-
cil President Antonio 
Costa said on Thurs-
day.

"Prime Minister 
Modi will come in 
December to sign the 
deal,: Costa said at an 
event organised by the 
Montreal Council on 
Foreign Relations in 
Canada.

The visit is expect-
ed shortly before a 

meeting of European 
leaders in Brussels 
scheduled to begin on 
December 17. Costa 
is in Montreal for a 
two-day EU-Canada 
summit. focused on 
strengthening ties.

India and the EU con-
cluded negotiations on 
the trade agreement 
earlier this year. The 

pact is projected to cre-
ate a market covering 
more than two billion 
people and accounting 
for around a quarter of 
the global economy.

India's proposed 
free-trade agreement 
with the European 
Union could become 
operational within 
four to five months 

after it is signed, Com-
merce Minister Piyush 
Goyal said last week.

Prime Minister 
Modi and European 
Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen 
had jointly announced 
the conclusion of the 
India–European Union 
Free Trade Agree-
ment (India–EU FTA) 
during the visit of the 
European leaders to 
India. This announce-
ment marked a histor-
ic milestone in India–
EU economic relations 
and trade engagement 
with key global part-
ners.

The conclusion of 
this FTA positions In-
dia and the European 

Union as trusted part-
ners committed to open 
markets, predictability, 
and inclusive growth.

The European Union 
is one of the largest 
trading partners of In-
dia, with bilateral trade 
in goods and services 
growing steadily over 
the years. In 2024–25, 
India’s bilateral trade 
in goods with the EU 
stood at Rs 11.5 lakh 
crore ($136.54 billion), 
with exports worth Rs 
6.4 lakh crore ($75.85 
billion) and imports 
amounting to Rs 5.1 
lakh crore ($60.68 bil-
lion). India-EU trade in 
services reached Rs 7.2 
lakh crore ($83.10 bil-
lion) in 2024. (IANS)

FTAs provide preferential market 
access to 76% of global GDP

NEW DELHI, OCT 30
india will have prefer-
ential market access 
covering approxi-
mately 76 per cent 
of the global GDP of 
$115 trillion, with ne-
gotiations underway 
for another eight bi-
lateral or multilateral 
agreements, which 
would add a further 
$15 trillion, according 
to Commerce and In-
dustry Minister Piy-
ush Goyal.

Addressing the cur-
tain raiser of the ‘In-
vest Telangana Global 
Summit’ here, the 
minister congratu-
lated Chief Minister 
A. Revanth Reddy, 
saying the state’s am-
bition to become a $3 
trillion economy by 
2047 was achievable 
through collective ef-
forts by the Central 
Government, State 
Government, indus-
try, investors and citi-
zens.

Goyal said India’s 
existing trade agree-
ments had provided 

preferential market 
access to a global GDP 
of $70 trillion, includ-
ing $10 trillion through 
agreements finalised 
more than a decade 
ago and an additional 
$60 trillion through the 
nine recently finalised 
agreements.

He noted that the 
IMF had projected 
global trade growth 
of barely 1.9 per cent 
amid global chal-
lenges. Against this 
backdrop, India set a 
target of $1 trillion in 
exports, aiming for 15 
per cent growth in the 
current year. He said 
the target reflected 
the collective convic-
tion of exporters, in-
dustry associations, 
and businesses to 
surpass conventional 
forecasts.

Highlighting India’s 
economic performance, 
Goyal said the country 
had moved from the 
“Fragile Five” a de-
cade ago to the world’s 
fifth-largest economy 
and the fastest-growing 

large economy. He cited 
growth of 7.7 per cent in 
the previous year and 
7.8 per cent in the first 
quarter of the current 
year, expressing the ex-
pectation that growth 
would remain above 7 
per cent in the quarter 
ending September.

Referring to Telan-
gana’s historical 
trading traditions, 
Goyal recalled the 
Motupalli Abhaya 
Shasana, a maritime 
charter issued in 1244 
by Kakatiya ruler, Ga-
napati Deva, which 
promoted stability 
and predictability in 
trade. He drew paral-
lels with the present, 
noting that investors 
continue to seek cer-
tainty and continuity 
in policy.

Referring to Telan-
gana’s aspiration to 
grow from an econo-
my of approximately 
$200 billion to $3 tril-
lion by 2047, he wel-
comed the target set 
by the state govern-
ment. (IANS)

India acts as world's economic 
buffer and growth engine

NEW DELHI, OCT 30 
Against a backdrop 
of the global economy 
leaning on a few na-
tions to drive output, 
India has emerged 
as a major contribu-
tor to global growth 
and is expected to 
remain the world's 
fastest-growing ma-
jor economy through 
2027, a new report has 
said, highlighting the 
2026 World Economic 
Outlook, unveiled at 
the IMF-World Bank 
Annual Meetings that 
concluded recently.

India is currently 
the world’s economic 
buffer and remains 

the engine that keeps 
"global machinery 
moving, masking the 
fact that the tradition-
al powerhouse econo-
mies in the West are 
currently slowing 
down and getting 
weaker," the report 

from South Africa-
based IOL said.

The International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) 
projected 7 per cent 
growth for India in 
both 2026 and 2027, 
while global growth 
was forecast at 3.1 per 

cent in 2026 and 3.4 per 
cent in 2027, with a 
relatively small group 
of economies account-
ing for the majority of 
global expansion.

India's growth is 
supported by strong 
domestic demand, a 
large consumer mar-
ket, a robust services 
sector and favourable 
demographics, it said.

“If India’s economy 
were to suddenly cool 
down or flatline, the 
global economy would 
face severe conse-
quences as India ac-
counts for roughly 
15 per cent to 17 per 
cent of total global 

growth,” the report 
said.

“Without India, 
the projected global 
growth of 3.1 per cent 
would likely plummet 
toward 2.5 per cent, 
a threshold the IMF 
historically considers 
a global recession,” it 
added.

Further, with the 
US coasting at a mod-
est 2.3 per cent growth 
and Europe’s growth 
nearly flat at 1.1 per 
cent, Western engines 
cannot pick up the 
global economy and 
the world would slip 
into an era of structur-
al low growth. (IANS)

 

Govt doubles down on fisheries sector 
NEW DELHI, OCT 30 
The government has 
significantly stepped-
up public investment 
in the fisheries sec-
tor, committing Rs 
39,272 crore through 
key schemes and pro-
grammes. These inter-
ventions are aimed at 
expanding infrastruc-
ture, strengthening 
production and post-
harvest systems, and 
creating employment 
and livelihood oppor-
tunities for 74.66 lakh 
fishers and fish farm-
ers across the country, 
according to an official 
statement on Friday.

The key interventions 

are the Blue Revolu-
tion Scheme, Fisheries 
and Aquaculture Infra-
structure Development 
Fund (FIDF), Pradhan 
Mantri Matsya Sam-
pada Yojana (PMMSY), 
Pradhan Mantri Matsya 
Samridhi Sah Yojana 

(PM-MKSSY) and Kisan 
Credit Card (KCC), ac-
cording to the Ministry 
of Fisheries, Animal 
Husbandry &amp; 
Dairying.

A parallel focus has 
been placed on strength-
ening transportation 

and logistics networks, 
with 46,500 facilities, in-
cluding fish transporta-
tion systems, retail and 
wholesale fish markets, 
kiosks, feed mills, ice 
plants, cold storages 
and value-added enter-
prise units, added with 
an investment of Rs. 
3,393.85 crore.

In addition, five 
modern and smart fish 
markets are under de-
velopment, integrating 
advanced IT systems, 
green technologies and 
logistics supply chains, 
and are expected to gen-
erate 15,900 employment 
opportunities, said the 
ministry. (IANS)

 

India must focus on adaptation 
fi nance to reach 500 GW goal

NEW DELHI, OCT 30 
India’s clean energy 
transition is advanc-
ing rapidly to the 500 
GW goal and requires a 
greater focus on climate 
investment, adaptation 
finance, technology co-
operation and industri-
al competitiveness, an 
industry chamber said 
on Friday, ahead of the 
11-day COP31 climate 
summit in Turkey start-
ing on November 9.

The statement from 
ASSOCHAM said In-
dia’s non-fossil fuel 
power capacity reached 
300.5 GW in July 2026, 
following a record 55.29 

GW addition in FY26, 
including 44.6 GW of so-
lar capacity.

India achieved over 
54 per cent of non-fossil 
power capacity, five 
years ahead of the 2030 
target, it said.

“The country has 

demonstrated that a 
fast-growing economy 
can scale clean energy, 
achieving over half of 
its installed electric-
ity capacity from non-
fossil sources five years 
ahead of schedule,” said 
ASSOCHAM President 

Nirmal K. Minda, add-
ing that COP31 should 
focus on implementa-
tion with industry play-
ing a central role.

Minda said achiev-
ing India’s 2030 climate 
goals would require 
nearly $2.5 trillion in 
investment, while bat-
tery storage demand is 
projected to rise from 37 
GWh by 2027 to 236 GWh 
by 2031-32. Strength-
ening grid infrastruc-
ture, storage and com-
mercially viable clean 
power will be essential 
to translate installed ca-
pacity into reliable elec-
tricity, he added.
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New Zealand voter enrolment rate falls below 
previous election levels

Bangladesh lifts hilsa fishing banRussia vows continued 

support for Cuba 

WELLINGTON, OCT 30 
Nearly 3.8 million people 
have enrolled to vote in 
New Zealand's 2026 gen-
eral election scheduled 
for November 7, with the 
provisional enrolment 
rate at 93.6 per cent, be-
low the fi nal rates record-
ed in the previous two 
elections.

The Electoral Commis-
sion said on Friday that the 
enrolment rates were 94.7 
per cent in 2023 and 94.1 
per cent in 2020. The fi nal 
rate for this year's election 
will not be confi rmed until 
after voting ends.

The provisional en-
rolment rate for people 
aged 18 to 24 was 74.2 
per cent, up from 53.9 
per cent at the end of July 

and close to the 76.7 per 
cent recorded in 2023, 
the commission said in a 
statement, Xinhua News 

Agency reported.
Among voters of Maori 

descent, the provisional 
enrolment rate was 85.9 

per cent, with 603,968 
Maori voters enrolled, up 
from 567,012 in 2023, ac-
cording to the commis-

sion. Chief Electoral Offi -
cer Karl Le Quesne said the 
fi gures showed awareness 
of the new requirement to 
enroll before voting began. 
He said the commission 
would review its efforts to 
increase enrolment and 
report back to parliament 
after the election.

New Zealand Prime 
Minister Christopher 
Luxon's center-right 
National Party is seeking 
a second term after tak-
ing offi ce in 2023, while 
Labor, led by former 
Prime Minister Chris 
Hipkins, is campaigning 
to return to power amid 
public concerns over the 
cost of living, economic 
growth, jobs and public 
services. (IANS/UNI)

NEW DELHI/DHAKA, OCT 30 
Fishermen in Bangladesh 
resumed their efforts ear-
ly Friday at landing what 
is largely the Bengali’s 
most treasured fi sh after 
a 22-day ban imposed by 
the government to pro-
tect spawning hilsa dur-
ing the breeding season 
that ended a minute be-
fore midnight, according 
to reports.

Around 42,000 fi sher-
men in Chandpur re-
sumed fi shing in the 
Meghna and Padma riv-
ers as the ban on catching, 
selling, and transporting 
hilsa offi cially ended at 
11:59 p.m. Thursday, re-
ported Bangladesh’s The 
Business Standard on Fri-
day, adding their return 
was “after weeks of hard-
ship”. Now the question 

is whether supply will be 
suffi cient to satisfy the 
enormous Bengali appe-
tite for hilsa.

Hilsa migrates from the 
sea to freshwater rivers 
for spawning, and breeds 
mainly during the mon-
soon and winter seasons, 
thus limiting availability.

Bangladesh ranks fi rst 
in the world in hilsa pro-

duction, being third in in-
land open-water capture 
fi sheries, fourth in tilapia 
production and fi fth in 
aquaculture overall, the 
report said further.

Overall, Bangladesh is 
among the world’s top 
fi sh producers, where in 
2023-24, it produced 5.02 
million metric tonnes of 
fi sh, worth about $20.44 
billion, according to a 
separate report.

The fi sheries sector ac-
counts for 2.43-2.53 per 
cent of GDP and over 22 
per cent of agricultural 
GDP, it said, adding that 
it provides nearly 60 per 
cent of the animal protein 
Bangladeshis consume 
each day and supports 
the livelihoods of 19 to 20 
million people, directly 
and indirectly. (IANS)

MOSCOW, OCT 30
Russia will continue to 
support Cuba in seeking 
the lifting of the US eco-
nomic, commercial and fi -
nancial embargo, the Rus-
sian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs said.

In a statement pub-
lished on its website, the 
ministry said that the 
UN General Assembly on 
Wednesday adopted a res-
olution calling for an end 
to the embargo, with 130 
votes in favor, 17 against 
and 25 abstentions.

Russia supported the 
resolution, said the min-
istry, adding that the out-
come of the vote once 
again confi rmed "the in-
ternational community's 
near-unanimous and 

resolute condemnation of 
the illegal and inhumane 
embargo against Havana."

The ministry said an 
unprecedented escalation 
of economic and military 
pressure on Cuba this 
year, coupled with an en-
ergy blockade, has pushed 
ordinary Cubans to the 
brink of survival, Xinhua 
news agency reported.

A socioeconomic col-
lapse in Cuba could trig-
ger a mass exodus to 
neighbouring countries 
and a major regional mi-
gration crisis, the ministry 
warned. Russia praised 
the Cuban government 
and people for their re-
silience in defending the 
country's sovereignty and 
independence. (IANS)

Indian American population in US crosses 5.4 million, Census survey shows
WASHINGTON, OCT 30 
The number of people 
in the United States who 
identify as Indian Ameri-
can alone rose to about 
5.41 million in 2025, ac-
cording to new American 
Community Survey (ACS) 
1-year estimates released 
by the US Census Bureau.

The fi gure, from the 
bureau’s detailed Asian-
group table, was up from 
about 5.09 million in 2024, 
an increase of more than 
315,000 in a year. The 2025 
estimate carries a margin 
of error of about 77,000.

When people who re-
ported Asian Indian alone 
or in any combination 
with other groups or races 
are counted, the total rose 
to about 5.91 million, up 
from about 5.56 million a 
year earlier.

That makes Asian Indi-

ans the largest single Asian 
group counted alone, 
ahead of Chinese (except 
Taiwanese) at about 4.65 
million. Counted alone 
or in any combination, 

the Chinese (except Tai-
wanese) fi gure, about 5.97 
million, was roughly level 
with the Asian Indian to-
tal. The US population as 
a whole was about 341.8 

million in 2025, according 
to the survey.

The survey also showed 
that India remained the 
second-largest country of 
birth for the US immigrant 

population after Mexico. 
About 3.40 million resi-
dents were born in India 
in 2025, up from about 
3.16 million in 2024.

Mexico-born residents 
numbered about 10.61 
million. India was fol-
lowed by China, excluding 
Hong Kong and Taiwan, 
at about 2.40 million, and 
the Philippines at about 
2.24 million. The total for-
eign-born population was 
about 50.41 million.
California had the larg-
est Asian Indian popula-
tion among the states, at 
about 1.02 million, fol-
lowed by Texas at about 
708,000, New Jersey at 
about 471,000, New York 
at about 420,000 and Il-
linois at about 288,000. 
Florida came sixth at 
about 239,000.

The ACS data also 

showed rising household 
incomes. The national me-
dian household income 
was $84,780 in 2025, com-
pared with $81,604 in 2024.

The Census Bureau led 
its release with new data 
on electric vehicles, col-
lected for the fi rst time.

California had the larg-
est share of households, 
about 14 per cent, that 
owned or leased an elec-
tric vehicle, more than 
twice the national esti-
mate of 5.5 per cent, the 
bureau said.

“Western states have 
led the way in switching to 
electric vehicles. Califor-
nia overall had the highest 
rate of EV adoption per 
household, followed by 
Washington, Hawaii and 
Nevada,” said Tricia Hol-
ley, a survey statistician at 
the Census Bureau. (IANS)

Bhutan glacial lake burst triggers flood alert in north Bengal, residents evacuated

Thousands of students, workers 
protest in Italy under heavy security

KOLKATA, OCT 30 
A glacial lake outburst 
fl ood (GLOF) at Shin-
taphu Lake in Bhutan has 
prompted the West Ben-
gal government to pre-
pare for possible fl ood-
ing in north Bengal. The 
outfl ow has raised fears of 
inundation in the region.

The Torsa, Jaldhaka, 
Sankosh and Raidak riv-
ers enter north Bengal 
from Bhutan. Residents 
living along the banks of 
the Sankosh are particu-
larly anxious following the 
sudden release of water 
from the lake.

Although an alert was 
issued on Thursday night, 
the river’s water level had 
not risen signifi cantly by 
Friday morning. The situ-
ation changed in the af-
ternoon, when the water 

level began rising sharply 
in several stretches, rais-
ing concern.

On Thursday evening, 
a large volume of water 
suddenly fl owed out of 
Shintaphu Lake in Gasa 
district in Bhutan. The 
lake was formed by the 
accumulation of glacial 
water. The outfl ow dam-
aged infrastructure near 
the Gasa Shachu hot 

spring and led to a rise in 
the water level of the Mo 
Chhu River.

The full extent of the 
damage in Bhutan is not 
yet known. Preliminary 
reports suggest that an 
irrigation project in Pu-
nakha has suffered partial 
damage. A stretch of the 
Punakha-Gasa road has 
also been washed away by 
fl oodwaters, disrupting 

traffi c.
On preparations fol-

lowing the GLOF at Shin-
taphu Lake and its impact 
on north Bengal, state 
Minister Nisith Pramanik 
said, "Reports have just 
come in regarding a gla-
cial lake outburst in Bhu-
tan. Water from the lake is 
overfl owing and fl owing 
downstream into the Mo 
Chhu River, heading to-

wards the Sankosh River. 
Residents living along the 
Sankosh River and its trib-
utaries have been alerted. 
They have been advised 
to move to a safe place 
immediately to ensure 
their safety."

The minister further 
said, "The fl ood water 
is expected to reach the 
plains within the next 5 
to 6 hours, creating a high 
risk of signifi cant fl ooding 
in the area. To manage 
the situation, the State Di-
saster Management Team 
has been activated, and 
the NDRF has also been 
notifi ed. Disaster man-
agement volunteers have 
been instructed to be 
present on-site. The gov-
ernment is taking proac-
tive measures and closely 
monitoring the situation 

to prevent any loss of life 
or property."

Shintaphu is among 17 
lakes in Bhutan identi-
fi ed as dangerous due to 
glaciers. The lake had also 
witnessed a sudden rise in 
water on August 26, 2021, 
causing the Mo Chhu Riv-
er to overfl ow and change 
its course. The hot spring 
was washed away then.

The Sankosh is known 
as the Puna Tsang Chhu 
in Bhutan. Originating 
in northern Bhutan, the 
river fl ows through Assam 
and West Bengal before 
joining the Brahmaputra. 
The Mo Chhu is one of its 
two largest tributaries. A 
substantial rise in the Mo 
Chhu after the outburst 
could, therefore, affect the 
water level of the Sankosh 
downstream. (IANS)

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
ROME, OCT 30
Thousands of students 
and workers took to the 
streets across Italy on 
Friday, calling for more 
school funding and re-
lief from the soaring cost 
of living, amid a high 
police presence to avert 
possible clashes.

Friday’s Italy-wide 
protest comes after 
weeks of demonstra-
tions, led by students 
who have set up tent 
camps and occupied 
schools to make their 
demands heard, fueled 
by similar movements 
in nearby France and 
Spain.

A general strike called 
by Italy’s USB trade 
union attracted thou-
sands of workers to 
Friday’s protests, in-
cluding truck drivers, 
taxi drivers and farm-
ers who have rallied in 
recent weeks over the 
spike in fuel prices and 
to oppose rising defense 
spending.

Marches were held 
in dozens of cities up 
and down the country, 
including in Bologna, 

Genoa, Naples, and Tu-
rin — where a few minor 
skirmishes between pro-
testers and riot police 
occurred at the start of 
the protest.

In Rome, university 
student Beatrice Chilelli 
told AFP students were 
“at a breaking point.”

“They can’t afford to 
pay exorbitant tuition 
fees, and rent... which 
weighs heavily on their 
parents’ shoulders,” 
said the 21-year-old, cit-
ing student housing in 
Rome that could reach 
1,200 euros per month 
for a single room.

Thousands of people 
left Rome’s central Ter-
mini train station, ac-
companied by two trac-
tors and a taxi, making 
their way past the Col-
osseum as they waved 
fl ags, unfurled banners 
and shouted into mega-
phones.

An AFP photographer 
witnessed a heavy po-
lice presence outside 
the Economy Ministry, 
which the procession 
passed by.

“We need more hous-
es, not bombs!” sang one 

group in the crowd, as a 
troupe of protesters gave 
a brief performance imi-
tating terrifi ed civilians 
in a Gaza bombing raid.

The Milan protest 
also began at the central 
train station, but then 
headed outside the city 
— far from the center 
where young vandals 
had looted stores, de-
stroyed property and 
clashed with police two 
weeks ago after another 
sanctioned cost-of-liv-
ing demonstration.

“Let’s reclaim our fu-
ture” read one banner 
unfurled by students in 
Milan.

Police in riot gear 
blocked off streets, but 
no major clashes had 
been reported as of mid-
day.

Besides students, the 
demonstrators at Fri-
day’s protest included 
teachers, workers and 
retired people, with one 
man in Rome bearing 
a sign that read “Pen-
sioners — Pissed Off 
and Furious.” Many 
pro-Palestine fl ags were 
seen in the crowds in 
major cities. (IANS)

Head-on collision kills 

fi ve in Afghanistan
KABUL, OCT 30 
Five commuters were 
killed and 20 others in-
jured, some of them criti-
cally, when a passenger 
bus collided head-on 
with an oil tanker in Af-
ghanistan's northern 
Baghlan province on Fri-
day, the offi cial Bakhtar 
News Agency reported.

The deadly accident 
occurred early Friday 
morning on the Salang 
Highway and was at-
tributed to driver negli-
gence, the media outlet 
reported, adding that all 
the injured were taken to 
nearby health centres for 
treatment, Xinhua News 
Agency reported.

Bakhtar provided no 

further details, saying that 
an investigation into the 
incident was underway.

On October 24, at least 
four people were killed 
and eight others injured 
when a passenger vehicle 
overturned in Afghani-
stan's remote northern 
province of Badakhshan, 
local media reported.

The accident occurred 
as the car was heading 
from Kofab and Yaftal 
districts of the province, 
Ariana News quoted a lo-
cal offi cial as saying.

Authorities did not 
disclose the cause of the 
crash. The injured were 
transferred to the provin-
cial hospital for medical 
treatment. (IANS/UNI)

Vance targets fi rms over 

foreign worker hiring

US Vice President 
JD Vance said the 

administration was 
pursuing visa fraud 
involving companies 
that replace American 
workers with foreign 
labour, placing job 
protection at the cen-
tre of his economic 
message at a cam-
paign rally in Texas.

Speaking in Weath-
erford, Vance said 
corporate executives 
and foreign compa-
nies were among the 
targets of the admin-
istration’s efforts. He 
presented the action 

as part of a broader 
push to ensure gov-
ernment policy served 
American workers.

“You know, sover-
eignty is about going 
after the visa fraud 
that we've been go-
ing after we're going 
after the CEOs and 
the foreign corpora-
tions who would dare 
lay off an American 
worker and replace 
them with a foreign 
indentured servant, 
because sovereignty 
means American jobs 
got to go to American 
citizens.”

People take part in a demonstration during a general strike organized 
by the USB Piemonte union in Turin.



ARAB WORLD 9
HYDERABAD www.thefreedompress.in

SATURDAY 31 OCTOBER 2026

THE

FREEDOM PRESS

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
RIYADH, OCT 30
The Commercial Trans-
actions Law keeps pace 
with developments in 
the commercial and in-
vestment environment 
through its comprehen-
sive scope and consisten-
cy with laws that promote 
contractual stability and 
enforceability and protect 
the interests of parties to 
commercial transactions. 
It complements the Civil 
Transactions Law.

The Commercial 
Transactions Law stipu-
lates that the provisions 
of the Civil Transactions 
Law apply to cases not 
expressly addressed by 
the former when no com-

mercial custom or prac-
tice exists, making the 
Civil Transactions Law 
a supplementary source 
for fi lling legislative gaps 
in the commercial envi-
ronment. In establishing 
certain provisions, the 
law also relies on general 
rules codifi ed in the Civil 
Transactions Law to ad-
dress matters for which 

no specifi c commercial 
provisions exist. The 
Commercial Transac-
tions Law, which governs 
commercial transac-
tions, draws on the ter-
minology and theoretical 
framework set out in the 
draft Civil Transactions 
Law to ensure consisten-
cy and harmony between 
the two laws.

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
STANBUL, OCT 30

Türkiye's tourism rev-
enue climbed 2.4% year-
on-year to reach a record 
$51.28 billion in the fi rst 
nine months of 2026, 
Turkish Culture and Tour-
ism Minister Mehmet 
Nuri Ersoy said on Friday.

Speaking at a news con-
ference at the Ataturk Cul-
tural Center in Istanbul, 
Ersoy presented the sec-
tor's performance for the 
third quarter and the Jan-
uary-September period.

The country welcomed 
49.13 million visitors dur-
ing the fi rst nine months 
of the year, including 
23.37 million in the third 
quarter alone.

Russia topped the list of 
source markets with 5.7 

million visitors, followed 
by Germany with 5.17 
million and the UK with 
3.2 million.

Average visitor stays 
stood at 10.34 nights in 
the fi rst nine months and 
10.69 nights in the third 
quarter.

Average spending per 
night rose 4.6% year-on-
year to $107.70 across all 
visitors in the nine-month 

period, with foreign tour-
ists spending an average 
of $119.90 per night and 
expatriate citizens spend-
ing $72.20.

Ersoy noted that re-
gional confl icts, airspace 
restrictions and rising 
energy prices have driv-
en up aviation costs and 
pressured international 
travel demand through-
out the year.

JERUSALEM, OCT 30 
Israel's main opposi-
tion leader, Gadi Eisen-
kot, and leaders of Arab 
political parties have 
criticised Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netan-
yahu over allegations 
of foreign interference 
in the election, after 
his coalition failed to 
secure a parliamentary 
majority.

Netanyahu's Likud 
party accused Arab-led 
parties of "stealing" the 
election, while the Shin 
Bet security agency is 
investigating suspi-
cions of illegal funding 
from Qatar and Turkey. 
Qatar has rejected the 
allegations, describ-
ing them as "ridiculous 
and dangerous" and 
accusing Israeli politi-
cians of conducting a 
disinformation cam-
paign against Doha.

Final results showed 
that neither Netanya-
hu's bloc nor the wider 
Jewish opposition se-
cured a majority in the 
120-seat Knesset. The 
two Arab-led lists, the 
Joint List and Ra'am, 
defi ed expectations to 
win a record 19 seats 
after a surge in turnout 
among Arab voters. Ne-
tanyahu's bloc won 53 
seats, while Eisenkot's 
secured 48, leaving the 
Arab parties in a poten-
tially decisive position.

The controversy in-
tensifi ed on Thursday 
after Likud alleged that 
voters had been bribed 
to support Arab par-
ties. The allegations 
followed a request by 
Central Elections Com-
mittee (CEC) chairman 
Justice Noam Sohlberg 

for the Shin Bet to in-
vestigate "serious sus-
picions" of foreign in-
terference.

Both Arab parties re-
jected the claims, with 
the Joint List describ-
ing them as baseless. 
The dispute has been 
viewed by Netanyahu's 
critics as an attempt to 
undermine the Arab 
parties' legitimacy 
and make it politically 
harder for Eisenkot to 
secure their support - 
currently the only ap-
parent route for his 
bloc to form a govern-
ment.

Israeli media report-
ed that the CEC had re-
ceived allegations that 
Qatar provided fund-
ing to increase turnout 
in Arab communities. 
Doha's foreign minis-
try categorically denied 
the claims.

Netanyahu and Li-
kud described the al-
legations as a "political 
earthquake" and "an 
attack on democracy" 
aimed at removing 
their right-wing gov-
ernment. The Shin Bet 
subsequently clarifi ed 
that its investigation 
did not implicate an 
entire community that 
had voted legally. Act-
ing CEC director gener-
al Dean Livne also said 

there was "no basis for 
allegations of systemat-
ic violations of election 
integrity".

Eisenkot, who was 
briefed on the inves-
tigation, said it was 
too early to establish 
what had happened, or 
whether any wrongdo-
ing had taken place. He 
accused Netanyahu of 
running "an orchestrat-
ed and organized cam-
paign to delegitimize 
the election results".

Balad chairman Sami 
Abu Shehadeh, who is 
part of the Joint List, 
dismissed the allega-
tions as "a racist blood 
libel" by the losing side, 
accusing it of calling on 
security agencies to use 
force to overturn the 
election result.

Netanyahu's criti-
cism of Arab voters had 
begun before the re-
sults were announced. 
On election day, he 
repeatedly posted on 
social media that high 
turnout among Arab 
voters was an "emer-
gency" and a "matter 
of life or death" for the 
Israeli right. He also 
shared AI-generated 
images of Arab voters 
at polling stations in 
an effort to encourage 
right-wing supporters 
to vote.

Saudi: Commercial Transactions Law 
strengthens contractual stability

Türkiye tourism revenue reaches $51.3B

Opposition parties slam Netanyahu over 
allegations of foreign interference in elections

SANAA, OCT 30 
Yemen's Houthi group 
denied launching any 
attacks against Saudi 
Arabia on Friday, after 
the Saudi-led coalition 
said it had intercepted 
a Houthi drone over the 
Mecca region.

In a statement posted 
on the social media plat-
form X, Houthi military 
spokesperson Yahya 
Sarea rejected a Saudi 
claim that a drone had 
been intercepted over 
Mecca, calling it "false", 
Xinhua news agency re-
ported. Sarea said the 
group carried out "no 
operations toward Sau-
di territory" on Friday.

The response came 
after Saudi-led coalition 
spokesperson Turki Al-
Maliki wrote on X earlier 
in the day that a drone 
launched by the Houthi 
group was intercepted 
and destroyed in the 
Mecca region, home to 
Islam's holiest city.

Recent weeks have 
seen escalating cross-
border hostilities be-
tween the two sides, 
with Saudi strikes hit-
ting Houthi-held ar-
eas in Yemen and the 
Houthis launching mis-
siles and drones toward 
Saudi Arabia.

Yemen has been 
mired in confl ict since 
late 2014, when the 
Houthis seized Sanaa 
and much of northern 
Yemen, prompting the 
Saudi-led coalition to 
intervene in 2015 in 
support of the Yemeni 
government.

In September, Ye-
men's Houthi leader 

Abdul-Malik al-Houthi 
had rejected accusa-
tions that his group had 
attempted to attack the 
Islamic holy city of Mec-
ca, calling the allegation 
"fabrication and mis-
information" amid es-
calating hostilities with 
Saudi Arabia.

In a televised address 
carried by Houthi-
run al-Masirah TV, 

al-Houthi said claims 
that Houthi forces had 
targeted Mecca were a 
"lie," arguing that the 
accusation was being 
used to mobilize broad-
er support for what he 
described as "military 
measures imposed on 
Yemen."

Al-Houthi also ac-
cused Saudi Arabia of 
failing to advance a po-

litical settlement during 
the period of relative 
calm preceding the lat-
est escalation.

Instead, he said, re-
strictions affecting 
Houthi-controlled ar-
eas in Yemen had been 
tightened, with limita-
tions on airport opera-
tions and imports re-
maining among the key 
unresolved issues.

Houthis deny launching 
drone toward Mecca region

Vessel catches fi re in Hormuz 
off Oman's coast: UKMTO

LONDON, OCT 30 
 A vessel sailing outbound 
through the Strait of 
Hormuz caught fi re, ap-
proximately 25 nautical 
miles northeast of Khasab, 
Oman, according to the 
United Kingdom Mari-
time Trade Operations 
(UKMTO).

Taking to social media 
platform X, UKMTO said 
that it has received a re-
port of an incident 25NM 
Northeast of Khasab, 
Oman in the Strait of Hor-
muz.

“…A third-party has re-
ported that a vessel tran-
siting outbound is on fi re, 
the cause is unknown at 
time of report. Status of 
crew, damage assessment, 
and environmental im-

pact are unknown at pres-
ent. Vessels are advised to 
transit with caution and 
report any suspicious ac-
tivity to UKMTO, whilst 
authorities investigate,” it 
said.

Earlier in October, the 
Kuwait-fl agged oil prod-
uct tanker M/T Al Dasma, 
carrying 21 Indian sea-

farers, was struck by an 
unknown projectile while 
transiting the Strait of 
Hormuz. All crew mem-
bers are safe, Union Min-
ister of Ports, Shipping 
and Waterways Sarbanan-
da Sonowal announced.

UKMTO also tracked 
the strike at 11 nauti-
cal miles west of Bukha, 

Oman.
According to Times Ku-

wait, the incident sparked 
a fi re aboard the vessel, 
which was later extin-
guished. The report stated 
that the tanker remained 
stationary, and all crew 
members were reported 
safe.

This attack occurred 
amidst a series of regional 
commercial shipping inci-
dents in the Gulf.

Meanwhile, two Singa-
pore-registered container 
vessels were reportedly 
struck by unknown pro-
jectiles while transiting 
the Strait of Hormuz ear-
lier this month, Singapore 
time, the Maritime and 
Port Authority of Singa-
pore (MPA) said.

Gaza patients lose access to specialized 
burn treatment amid materials shortage
FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
DUBAI, OCT 30
Doctors without Borders 
has stopped producing 
specialized 3D-printed 
masks for patients with 
severe facial burns in 
Gaza after restrictions 
on medical supplies pre-
vented the organization 
from obtaining essential 
materials

The organization has 
warned children may be 
left with permanent dis-
abilities as a result of the 
shortages, which come 
amid wider restrictions 
affecting humanitarian 
institutions operating in 
Gaza.

In December 2025, Is-
raeli authorities revoked 
the registration of MSF 

and 37 other internation-
al NGOs, raising concerns 
about their ability to con-
tinue delivering humani-
tarian assistance.

“We produced the last 
3D-printed mask for vic-
tims of severe burns in 
Gaza on October 14, 2026. 
Due to restrictions and 

blockages by the Israeli 
authorities of essential 
items, we are unable to 
continue supporting pa-
tients who have suffered 
extensive injuries and 
burns on their faces,” said 
physiotherapist manager 
Dr Feras Swairjo.

MSF told Arab News 

that many patients in Gaza 
had suffered severe burns, 
with some having exten-
sive injuries as a result of 
Israeli airstrikes and oth-
ers suffering burns while 
cooking in overcrowded 
tents or on open fi res.

“Without these special-
ized masks, patients face 
the risk of permanent 
facial disfi gurement and 
disabilities that can affect 
their ability to move, see, 
or even breathe normal-
ly,” reported MSF.

The agency said they 
had the medical expertise 
and capacity to provide 
aid in Gaza, but they were 
being deprived of the ba-
sic materials needed to 
do the work and access 
of resources into the strip 

was limited.
“The blockages of these 

essential supplies risk 
leaving children with pre-
ventable disabilities for 
the rest of their lives. It 
is a man-made problem 
that can be solved today,” 
Swairjo said.

MSF reported in April 
that children accounted 
for 85 percent of its 88 
active patients receiving 
treatment for severe fa-
cial burns in Gaza.

The organization said it 
was the only provider of 
3D-printed physiothera-
py masks in the territory, 
making the suspension of 
production particularly 
concerning for patients 
who depend on the spe-
cialized treatment.

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
DAMASCUS, OCT 30
Flash fl ooding and 
heavy rains in northern 
and eastern Syria killed 
fi ve people, including 
four children, authori-
ties said Thursday.

Four children died by 
drowning in the gover-
norates of Raqqa and 
Deir ez-Zor, the ministry 
of emergency and disas-
ter management said in a 
statement.

Another man died in 
an accident at a bridge 
in Raqqa.

State news agency SANA 
said the heavy downpours 
and subsequent fl ooding 
caused a bridge to col-
lapse in Raqqa, closing a 
road linking the region to 
neighboring Aleppo.

Flash floods 
kill five in Syria

Oman participates in 

General Assembly of ICDO
FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
GENEVA, OCT 30
The Sultanate of Oman 
participated in the work 
of the 27th session of 
the General Assembly of 

the International Civil 
Defence Organisation 
(ICDO), which com-
menced today at the Ge-
neva International Con-
ference Centre.

The Sultanate of 
Oman's delegation is 

headed by Maj. Gen Su-
laiman Ali Al Hussaini, 
Chairman of the Civil 
Defence and Ambulance 
Authority.

The Sultanate of 

Oman's participation 
comes within the frame-
work of its keenness to 
enhance international 
cooperation in the fi elds 
of civil defence, emer-
gency response, and di-
saster management.

Saudi Defense Minis-
ter Prince Khalid bin 

Salman held telephone 
talks with NATO Secre-
tary-General Mark Rutte 
to discuss military and 
defense cooperation 
and coordinate efforts 
in response to ongoing 
regional developments.

During the call, the 
two sides reviewed joint 
coordination regarding 
the current situation in 
the region, with a focus 
on supporting regional 
and international secu-
rity and stability.

Prince Khalid and 
Rutte also discussed 
several issues of mutual 

interest.
Separately, the Saudi 

defense minister held 
telephone conversa-
tions with Canadian 
Defense Minister Da-
vid McGuinty, German 
Defense Minister Boris 
Pistorius and Spanish 
Defense Minister Mar-
garita Robles to discuss 
regional developments 
amid the condemned 
Houthi attacks on Saudi 
Arabia.

The calls focused on 
coordinating efforts be-
tween Saudi Arabia and 
the three countries in 
response to regional de-
velopments and explor-

ing ways to strengthen 
joint action to support 
security and stability in 
the region.

Prince Khalid also 
reviewed bilateral mili-
tary and defense rela-
tions with his Canadian, 
German and Spanish 
counterparts, including 
opportunities to further 
develop cooperation.

During his conver-
sation with McGuinty, 
Prince Khalid extend-
ed his condolences 
over the deaths of sev-
eral military personnel 
in a fi re at a military 
base in Canada's Al-
berta province.

The Sultanate of Oman's par  cipa  on 
comes within the framework of its keen-

ness to enhance interna  onal coopera  on 
in the fi elds of civil defence, emergency 

response, and disaster management.
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AU Small Finance 
Bank probes 
alleged data leak 

Govt issues clarifi cation on ‘strategic
 restructuring’ process of IDBI Bank

NEW DELHI, OCT 30 
AU Small Finance Bank 
on Friday said that it is 
investigating a potential 
data leak involving a soft-
ware-as-a-service (SaaS) 
platform hosted by Sales-
force after a hacker group 
claimed to have breached 
the lender's systems and 
accessed sensitive cus-
tomer information.

In a statement, the bank 
said it is examining a pos-
sible data leak related to a 
Salesforce-managed plat-
form that contains limited 
data pertaining to vehicle 
loan customers.

"AU Small Finance Bank 
is investigating a poten-
tial data leak involving 
a software-as-a-service 
(SaaS) platform managed 
and hosted by Salesforce, 
which holds limited data 
relating to our vehicle loan 
customers," according to 
the bank’s statement.

However, the lender’s 
own systems have not 
been impacted and all 
banking services continue 
to operate normally, it 
added.

"We reaffi rm that the 
bank's own systems remain 
unaffected and all banking 

services are operating nor-
mally," the bank said.

The development 
comes after reports that 
hacking group Scarlett-
Group claimed responsi-
bility for an alleged breach 
at AU Small Finance Bank.

According to them, the 
threat actor claimed to 
have obtained customer 
and internal corporate 
data, including KYC re-
cords, personal identifi ca-
tion documents, PAN and 
Aadhaar details, credit 
reports, bank statements, 
loan applications, signed 
agreements, insurance 
records, CRM data, em-
ployee information, login 
histories and audit logs.

Following this, shares 
of AU Small Finance Bank 
on Friday traded about 2 
per cent lower at Rs 860.45 
apiece on the BSE. The 
stock has recorded a 52-
week high of Rs 1,144.65 
and a 52-week low of Rs 
832, as per the exchange 
data.

Earlier in October, state-
owned State Bank of India 
(SBI) experienced a data 
breach with 3,897 custom-
er records found exposed 
on the dark web. (IANS)

NEW DELHI, OCT 30 
The government on Fri-
day issued a clarifi cation 
on the process of 'strate-
gic restructuring' of IDBI 
Bank, saying the govern-
ment of India and the 
LIC retain residual share-
holdings to get further 
benefi t from the “upside 
that is expected from the 
value enhancement fol-
lowing strategic restruc-
turing of the IDBI Bank 
going forward in future”.

Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman had 
earlier described the IDBI 
Bank deal as a "strate-
gic restructuring" rather 
than a strategic disinvest-
ment -- highlighting that 
both the government and 

LIC will remain share-
holders in the lender after 
the transaction is com-
pleted.

The Finance Ministry 
said in a fresh statement 
that the fi rst or initial bid 

round was conducted in 
the fi nancial year 2025-
26 by DIPAM as per its 
internal practices, which 
are in the nature of in-
dicative guidelines and 
not hidebound rules or 

regulations.
“The foreword itself 

states that the procedure 
suggested is not to be 
construed as a rigid, legal 
framework, which may 
require due adaptation/ 

modifi cation in the best 
interest of successful ex-
ecution of the transaction 
in a time bound manner. 
Given the complex nature 
of strategic transactions, 
the indicative guidelines 
give fl exibility to ensure 
cost and time spent in 
lengthy processes is not 
wasted,” it explained.

The press note “dated 
14.10.2026 clearly ex-
plains that there is not 
a-priori benchmark for 
bidding”.

The bidders do their 
own valuation and sub-
mit their bids in a confi -
dential manner. Indepen-
dent agencies are hired to 
do a fair valuation of the 
enterprise contempora-

neously, which is then 
used as a comparator to 
assess the reasonableness 
of the bids submitted. The 
bid discovered price and 
the comparative valua-
tion can, therefore, be 
above or below each oth-
er, the ministry statement 
further added.

To handle this situa-
tion, provision is ex-ante 
built into Para 5.3.6(iii) 
the RFP: “In the event 
the Financial Bid of the 
Highest Bidder is lower 
than the reserve price, the 
Gol will decide the fur-
ther course of action and 
the QIPs shall not subse-
quently question any de-
cision taken by the Gol in 
this regard.” (IANS/UNI)

Govt notifies social security boards 
for gig and unorganised workers

NEW DELHI, OCT 30 
The Centre has notifi ed 
the constitution of the 
National Social Secu-
rity Boards for Unorgan-
ised Workers and Gig 
and Platform Workers 
to strengthen the social 
security framework for 
workers in the informal 
workforce, an offi cial 
statement said on Friday.

Established under 
the Code on Social Se-
curity, the boards will 
recommend and moni-
tor welfare schemes for 
unorganised workers, 
gig workers and platform 
workers, the Ministry of 
Labour & Employment 
said in a statement.

The boards will be 
headed by the Union 
Minister for Labour and 

Employment and com-
prise representatives 
of the Central and state 
governments, aggregator 
companies, employers, 
civil society organisations, 
workers' unions and gig 
and platform worker as-
sociations, it added.

The boards will rec-
ommend suitable social 
security schemes for dif-
ferent categories of work-

ers and advise the Central 
government on matters 
arising out of the admin-
istration of the Code.

They will also monitor 
social welfare schemes 
administered by the 
Centre for these workers, 
review record-keeping 
functions performed at 
the state level and exam-
ine expenditure from the 
fund and account. (IANS)

NEW DELHI, OCT 30 
Private equity and venture 
capital (PE/VC) invest-
ments in India rose 46 per 
cent year-on-year to $17.1 
billion across 348 deals 
in Q3 2026, driven by a 
surge in infrastructure and 
health care transactions, a 
report said on Friday.

The report from EY-IV-
CA said investment value 
rose 124 per cent from the 
previous quarter's $7.6 
billion, although deal vol-
ume was 9 per cent lower 
than the 384 deals record-
ed a year earlier.

However, the deal vol-
ume was 44 per cent high-
er quarter-on-quarter, it 
added.

Meanwhile, September 
emerged as the strongest 

month of 2026 so far, at-
tracting $7 billion of in-
vestments and marking 
the highest monthly in-
vestment value since May 
2024.

"While the Indian capi-
tal markets have largely 
consolidated over the past 
few weeks, the upcoming 
quarterly earnings season 
is being closely watched 
given prevailing infl ation-
ary pressures. The recent 
repo rate hike by the Re-
serve Bank of India refl ects 
a proactive approach as 
high crude oil prices per-
sist," the report said.

It forecasted PE/VC in-
vestors to remain cautious 
and selective and pri-
oritise resilience of future 
profi tability and return 

on capital.Infrastructure 
emerged as the top sec-
tor, attracting $7.2 billion, 
followed by healthcare at 
$3.1 billion and real estate 
at $1.4 billion. Together, 
the three sectors account-
ed for 69 per cent of over-
all PE/VC investments 
during the quarter.

Buyout investments 
accounted for the larg-
est share of PE/VC activ-
ity in the quarter by deal 
type, with $5.1 billion de-
ployed, a 419 per cent in-
crease in value compared 
to Q3 2025.

In addition, start-up in-
vestments ranked second 
with an investment of 
$4.8 billion, an increase of 
55 per cent from $3.1 bil-
lion in Q3 2025. (IANS)

NEW DELHI, OCT 30 
Telecom Regulatory Au-
thority of India (TRAI) 
on Friday released draft 
‘Guidelines on responsi-
ble use of artifi cial intelli-
gence (AI) in telecommu-
nication networks and 
provision of telecom-
munication services’ for 
stakeholders’ comments.

TRAI has decided 
to frame guidelines to 
ensure consistent and 
responsible implemen-
tation of the India AI Gov-
ernance Guidelines in 
the telecommunication 
sector. The guidelines 
will increase clarity, pre-
dictability and account-
ability in the ecosystem, 
an offi cial statement said.

Stakeholders can sub-

mit written comments on 
the draft guidelines till No-
vember 27, 2026, the state-
ment from the Ministry of 
Communications said.

The central govern-
ment had released the ‘In-
dia AI governance guide-
lines’ in February 2026 to 
harness the transforma-
tive potential of artifi cial 
intelligence for inclusive 

development and global 
competitiveness, and to 
address risks it may pose 
to individuals and society.

The guidelines are an-
chored in seven guiding 
principles that prioritises 
trust, people-centricity, 
innovation, fairness & eq-
uity, accountability, safe-
ty, resilience & sustain-
ability etc. (IANS/UNI)

NEW DELHI, OCT 30 
India's fi scal defi cit 
for the fi rst six months 
(April-September) of the 
current fi nancial year 
touched the Rs 7.14 lakh 
crore mark, which con-
stitutes 42.1 per cent of 
the budget estimate for 
the full year, offi cial fi g-
ures released showed on 
Friday.

The Centre has bud-
geted a fi scal defi cit of Rs 
16.96 lakh crore for the fi -
nancial year 2026-27.

Revenue receipts stood 
at Rs 17.57 lakh crore, 
which constitutes 49.7 
per cent of the budget 
estimate. Of this, the net 
tax revenue was Rs 12.76 
lakh crore, while non-tax 
revenue was Rs 4.81 lakh 

crore.
Net tax revenue rose to 

44.5 per cent of the full-
year estimate, compared 
with 43.3 per cent during 
the same period last year.

Non-tax revenue in-
creased to Rs 4.8 lakh 
crore, compared with Rs 
4.7 lakh crore during the 
same period last year.

The total government 
expenditure during the 

six-month period stood at 
Rs 25.5 lakh crore, com-
pared with Rs 23 lakh crore 
a year earlier. Of this, capi-
tal expenditure on big-
ticket projects in the high-
way rail and port sectors, 
which spur growth and 
create jobs, shot up to Rs 
6.5 lakh crore compared 
with Rs 5.8 lakh crore in 
the fi rst half of the previ-
ous fi nancial year. (IANS)

MUMBAI, OCT 30 
Sun Pharmaceutical In-
dustries Limited on Fri-
day reported a 36.2 per 
cent year-on-year (YoY) 
decline in consolidated 
net profi t to Rs 1,988.53 
crore for the quarter 
ended September 2026 
(Q2 FY27), impacted by a 
one-time loss of Rs 1,269 
crore.  

Despite the hit to prof-
itability, the country's 
largest drugmaker post-
ed double-digit revenue 
growth, with sales rising 
nearly 12 per cent during 
the quarter, according to 
its stock exchange fi ling.

Excluding exceptional 
items, profi t before tax 
stood at Rs 4,428.2 crore, 
marking a 6.3 per cent 
increase from the year-
ago period. Revenue from 

operations rose 11.9 per 
cent year-on-year to Rs 
16,198.71 crore in the July-
September quarter, com-
pared with Rs 14,478.31 
crore a year earlier.

At the operating level, 
earnings before interest, 
tax, depreciation and 
amortisation (EBITDA) 
increased 4.8 per cent to 
Rs 4,744 crore from Rs 
4,527 crore in the year-
ago quarter. However, 
EBITDA margin nar-
rowed to 29.3 per cent 
from 31.3 per cent, as per 
its regulatory fi ling.

The drugmaker contin-
ued to invest in innova-
tion, with research and 
development expendi-
ture standing at Rs 778.4 
crore during the quarter, 
equivalent to 4.8 per cent 
of sales. The company's 

India business remained 
a key growth driver. Do-
mestic formulation sales 
rose 17.3 per cent year-
on-year to Rs 5,552.3 
crore from Rs 4,735 crore, 
accounting for 34.5 per 
cent of consolidated 
sales during the quarter.

Sun Pharma also in-
creased its market share 
in the Indian pharma-
ceutical market to 8.6 per 
cent from 8.3 per cent, 
according to the Phar-
marack MAT September 
2026 report.

In contrast, formula-
tion sales in the United 
States declined 8.2 per 
cent to $455 million dur-
ing the quarter. The US 
business contributed 
approximately 27 per 
cent of total consolidat-
ed sales. (IANS/UNI)

PE and VC investments 
surge 46% to $17.1 billion

TRAI releases draft guidelines on responsible 
use of AI in telecommunication networks

Fiscal defi cit stands at 
42.1% of full year target

Sun Pharma's Q2 profit drops 36%
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Centre sets up 
committee on 'Banking 
for Viksit Bharat'

NEW DELHI, OCT 30 
The Centre has con-
stituted a high-level 
committee on Bank-
ing for Viksit Bharat to 
undertake a review of 
India’s banking sector 
and recommend struc-
tural, institutional, reg-
ulatory and legislative 
reforms necessary to 
make it globally com-
petitive, fi nancially 
inclusive, and resilient 
for Viksit Bharat, 2047, 
according to a Finance 
Ministry statement is-
sued on Friday.  

The committee will 
be chaired by former 
Central Vigilance Com-
missioner Suresh N. 
Patel and will include 
RBI Deputy Governor 
Shirish Chandra Mur-
mu, former Indian Bank 
MD and CEO Padmaja 
Chunduru, and former 
RBI Deputy Governor 
N S Vishwanathan as 
members. The Joint Sec-
retary, Banking, in the 
Department of Financial 
Services will serve as its 
Member Secretary, the 
statement said. (IANS)
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Actor Manoj Ba-
jpayee believes 

that while main-
stream Bollywood has 
traditionally revolved 
around male protago-
nists, women have 
been leading films 
for years slowly and 
steadily.

The actor inorder to 
prove his point cited 
the work of actresses 
Vidya Balan and Ka-
jol as examples of the 
gradual shift in the 
industry.

During a discus-
sion on whether the 
big screen continues 

to be male-dominated 
and whether female 

actors will take con-
siderable time to be 

accepted as protago-
nists in the same way 
as male actors, Manoj 
Bajpayee said the 
change had already 
been taking place, al-
beit gradually.

“The heroine has 
been coming as a 
hero for a long time. 
I remember so many 
films of Vidya Balan. 
I remember Kajol's 
movies too. It is tak-
ing its time, but it's 
happening. What is 
good that is happen-
ing. And it has been 
happening for a long 
time, right?” he said.

Veteran actor Ra-
ghubir Yadav, 

who is receiving a lot 
of positive response to 
his work in the stream-
ing series ‘Hunkkaar: 
The Roar’, has a scary 
medical situation be-
fore shooting for a key 
scene for the series.

Director Karan Ka-
padia and Raghubir Ya-
dav recently took audi-
ences behind the scenes 
to discuss pivotal mo-
ments from the series 
as they shared insights 
into the creative pro-
cess and memorable on-
set anecdotes in a spe-
cial scene breakdown.

Adding a surprising 
twist to the conversa-
tion, Karan recalled 
that the team was 
shooting the crucial 
testimony scene when, 

the night before, Ra-
ghubir Yadav had suf-
fered a heart attack. Re-
counting the incident 
with characteristic 
humour, Raghubir jok-

ingly remarked that the 
scene was so intense 
that he rather enjoyed 
having a heart attack 
more. The anecdote of-
fers a glimpse into the 
demanding nature of 
the sequence and the 
candid, unexpected mo-
ments that unfold be-
hind the camera.

‘Hunkkaar – The 
Roar’ is set against a 
world of power, faith 
and influence, and fol-
lows the accusation 
made by 17-year-old 
Meenu Rawat against 
a spiritual figure. The 
show is directed by 
Karan D. Kapadia and 
Nitya Mehra. 

Actress Aneet 
Padda, who broke out 
on the scene with ‘Sai-
yaara’, essays the role 
of Meenu Rawat. Her 
allegations trigger a 
high-stakes investiga-

tion and a courtroom 
battle, exposing the 
complex relationship 
between faith, power 
and justice.

Fatima Sana Shaikh 
plays ACP Jasleen Sin-
gh Soin, while Moham-
med Zeeshan Ayyub, 
Raghubir Yadav, Ram 
Kapoor and Arjun Ma-
thur feature in pivotal 
roles. Backed by Ap-
plause Entertainment, 
Birla Studios and Pur-
ple Pebble Pictures, the 
series explores truth, 
institutional influence 
and a young woman’s 
fight to be heard.

Produced by Birla 
Studios and Applause 
Entertainment, in as-
sociation with Purple 
Pebble Pictures, a Man-
gata Films Production, 
‘Hunkkaar: The Roar’ 
is available to stream 
on JioHotstar.

Bollywood su-
perstar Hrithik 

Roshan left fans in-
trigued with a philo-
sophical and rather 
cryptic note on wis-
dom, clarity and spir-
ituality.

In the post, he re-
flected on how the 
pursuit of understand-
ing life can sometimes 
make one realise that 
perhaps ignorance 
was bliss.

Taking to his so-
cial media account, 
Hrithik shared a close-
up selfie along with 
a reflective note that 
began, “You spend so 
much of your life chas-
ing wisdom and clar-
ity, only for the penny 
to drop that ignorance 
was bliss all along.”

He went on to de-
scribe the world as 
a “fool’s world” and 
wrote, “Maybe the 
last step of wisdom, or 
spirituality itself, is 
taking that conscious 
step back. Back into 
being the fool again.”

is not the first time 
Hrithik has shared 
lengthy, philosophi-
cal thoughts on social 

media. In an earlier 
post, he had described 
one of his reflections 
as a “senseless morn-
ing rant” while writing 
about emotions, sadness 
and the tendency to ana-
lyse one's feelings.

On the professional 
front, Hrithik made 
his acting debut as 
a leading man with 
his father Rakesh 
Roshan's 2000 film 
“Kaho Naa... Pyaar 
Hai”, which turned 
him into an over-
night star. He went 
on to feature in films 
such as “Fiza”, “Mis-
sion Kashmir”, “Kab-
hi Khushi Kabhie 
Gham”, “Koi... Mil 
Gaya”, “Lakshya”, 
“Krrish”, “Dhoom 2” 
and “Jodhaa Akbar”.

M.A.SALAM
Film Journalist

BASEL, OCT 30
Jan-Lennard Struff 
earned one of the biggest 
victories of his career 
as the German stunned 
102-time tour-level titlist 
Novak Djokovic to reach 
the Swiss Indoors Basel 
quarter-finals.

The 36-year-old, who 
made his first Grand 
Slam quarter-final at 
Wimbledon, played ag-
gressive tennis behind 
his booming serve to 
stay on top of Djokovic 
and take the racquet out 
of the Serbian’s hands.

He hit 27 aces, includ-
ing one down the T on 
match point to seal the 
6-7(4), 7-5 7-6(5) win in two 
hours and 36 minutes. 
Struff saved all six break 

points he faced to advance 
to set a quarter-final clash 
against Nuno Borges.

"The last serve went 
in the corner like many 
balls today. I knew I had 
to play my best tennis 
to have a chance. Last 
eight times he beat me 
very, very easily. So, 
very, very happy and 
pleased with the perfor-

mance," said Struff.
The loss is a critical 

blow to Djokovic’s hopes 
of qualifying for the ATP 
Finals in Turin. Rafael 
Jodar, the ninth-placed 
player in the ATP Live 
Race To Turin, lost ear-
lier in the day, which 
opened the door for 
Djokovic to pass him with 
a title in Basel. But in-

stead, Djokovic trails the 
Spaniard by 319 points 
with just the Rolex Paris 
Masters remaining be-
fore the season finale for 
both men, ATP reports. 
Djokovic is tied with Rog-
er Federer for the most 
qualifications in ATP Fi-
nals history with 18.

Later, Swiss wild card 
Jerome Kym held upset 
top seed Ben Shelton 6-3, 
6-7(4), 7-6(1) in a topsy-
turvy second-round 
clash. With the win, Kym 
advanced to his second 
tour-level quarter-final 
and became the first 
Swiss man to earn a Top 
10 win since Stan Waw-
rinka defeated then No. 7 
Andrey Rublev in Stock-
holm in 2024. (IANS)

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
HYDERABAD, OCT. 30
Sports Village, Hyder-
abad, has proposed a 
Japan-India Sports Ex-
change Programme to 
promote scholarships, 
international training, 
coaching exchanges 
and collaboration with 
Japanese sporting insti-
tutions. 

Sports Village CEO 
Mohammad Shamsud-
din and Japanese lan-
guage exchange pro-
gramme coordinator P. 
Ajay Kumar discussed 
the initiative with To-
kyo-based hotelier Anil 
Raj of the Y.K. Raj Group 
at the Sports Village of-

fice in Jubilee Hills. 
Raj expressed support 

for the initiative, which 
includes plans to intro-
duce traditional Japa-
nese sumo wrestling in 
Hyderabad through an 
international exhibi-
tion featuring Japanese 
wrestlers and technical 
experts, besides explor-
ing judo training and 
coaching camps. 

Fell short in our bowling: Iyer 
after India's 87-run loss

NEW DELHI, OCT 30 
India captain Shreyas 
Iyer admitted that his 
side's bowling fell short 
in the fourth T20 Inter-
national against New 
Zealand in Auckland on 
Friday, with the hosts' 
87-run victory exposing 
areas that need atten-
tion ahead of the final 
match of the series.

New Zealand, who 
had already conceded 
the series after losing 
the first three matches, 
bounced back with a 
commanding batting 
display to post 259 for 
seven. Glenn Phillips 
led the charge with 

a blistering 107 off 49 
balls, while Michael 
Bracewell hammered 65 
off just 25 deliveries.

Phillips took 32 runs 
off Nitish Kumar Reddy 
in the 16th over, smash-
ing four consecutive six-
es. The Phillips-Brace-
well assault produced 

16 of New Zealand's 20 
sixes in the innings and 
left the Indian bowlers 
with few answers.

Reflecting on the de-
feat, Iyer felt India lost 
control during the pow-
erplay, allowing the New 
Zealand batters to seize 
the initiative. (IANS)

Struff stuns Djokovic, Kym upsets Shelton in Basel Sports village plans 
Japan-India Sports exchange

Recuperating Prasidh 
ruled out of NZ ODIs

MUMBAI, OCT 30 
India pacer Prasidh 
Krishna, who is recu-
perating from a left 
hamstring injury, has 
been ruled out of the 
five-match ODI series 
against New Zealand, 
starting from November 
4, and will join the India 
'A' squad for the final 
four-day game against 
New Zealand A, "sub-
ject to him clearing the 
Return to Play (RTP) 
assessment," the BCCI 
said on Friday.

Prasidh sustained an 
injury during an ODI 
against the West Indies 
in Guwahati and his 

availability for the 50-
over series against New 
Zealand was subject to 
fitness clearance.

"The right-arm pacer, 
who is recovering from 
the hamstring injury, 
will need additional time 
to build up the workload 

required to be ready for 
matches," the BCCI said 
in a statement.

The board further 
said that Prasidh will 
join India 'A' squad for 
the third and final four-
day game against New 
Zealand. (IANS)

Ac t r e s s - s i n g e r 
Selena Gomez 

celebrated her over 
25-year-long friendship 
with singer Demi Lo-
vato, calling her one of 
the most real and hon-
est human beings in 
her life.

 Selena, who featured 
Demi in the latest cam-
paign for her beauty 
brand, shared an emo-
tional note on Insta-
gram looking back on 
their journey of friend-
ship, growth and the 
dreams they shared 
since childhood.

“Over 25 years of ups 
and downs in life and 
friendship and growth, 

there has always been 
a constant that has 
brought me back to 
you, @ddlovato. You 
were the person who 
knew the seven-year-

old me who just had 
a dream, and I knew 
that you had a very big 
dream, too.”

Selena went on to 
add: “I love what we’ve 

been through. I’m 
proud of what we’ve 
been through. Thank 
you for still being one 
of the most unbeliev-
ably real honest hu-
man beings in my life. 
Thanks for making me 
blush extra hard for 
this campaign. I love 
you with all my heart.

Hope you like our 
campaign, guys! Hav-
ing Demi be a part of 
this chapter means so, 
so much to me. Selena.”

Selena began her ca-
reer as a child actress 
on the children's tele-
vision series Barney & 
Friends and emerged 
as a teen idol .

SIRAJ ADDED TO INDIA 'A' SQUAD

AUCKLAND, OCT 30 
India's Arshdeep Singh 
is making wickets fall at 
a remarkable pace. The 
left-arm pacer has not 
only become the fastest 
fast bowler to reach 150 
wickets in T20 Interna-
tionals but has also set 
a new benchmark for 
the most wickets taken 
by a bowler from a Full 
Member nation in a cal-
endar year.

Arshdeep needed 
just 2,143 deliveries to 
reach the 150-wicket 
landmark, putting 
him ahead of every 
fast bowler who has 
achieved the feat. Ban-
gladesh's Mustafizur 
Rahman previously 
held the record, having 
taken 2,532 balls.

Only Sri Lanka's 
Wanindu Hasaranga 
(2,035 balls) and Af-
ghanistan's Rashid 
Khan (2,098 balls) have 
reached the milestone 
in fewer deliveries, 
placing Arshdeep third 
overall among bowlers.

What makes the 
achievement even 
more striking is the 

speed with which he 
has built his wicket 
tally. Arshdeep took 
just 1,577 days from his 
T20I debut to reach 150 
wickets, breaking Hasa-
ranga's previous record 
of 2,325 days to become 
the quickest bowler to 
the landmark in terms 
of elapsed time.

The Indian pacer has 
another reason to cel-
ebrate. With 40 T20I 
wickets in 2026, he has 
become the highest 
wicket-taker in a calen-
dar year among players 
from Full Member na-
tions.

He has moved past 
Ireland's Josh Little, 
who claimed 39 wickets 
in 2022. Hasaranga took 
38 in 2024, while India's 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar 
finished with 37 in 2022.

From breaking the 
long-standing pace-
bowling benchmark to 
setting a new annual re-
cord, Arshdeep's double 
milestone highlights 
his growing stature as 
one of India's most de-
pendable weapons in 
T20 cricket. (IANS)

Arshdeep races into T20I 
record books, becomes 
fastest pacer to 150 wickets
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KCR tried to grab 50,000 Crore 
Miyapur land: Telangana CM

CM Revanth urges Centre to expedite 
high-speed rail projects in TG

FROM PAGE 1
Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy said that 
the Congress party, 
which was in opposi-
tion during the Bharat 
Rashtra Samithi (BRS) 
regime, fought against 
the then State govern-
ment to protect the 
land. After the Con-
gress came to power, 
the State government 
argued the case and 
secured a favourable 
decision. He claimed 
that his government 
has so far protected Rs 
1.50 lakh crore worth 
of government lands.

He listed a series of 
cases of alleged land-
grabbing by KCR and 
his family members. 
He claimed that they 

tried to tamper with 
the revenue records 
to encroach on lands. 
He also accused them 
of exchanging luxury 
cars and cash as bribes.

The Chief Minister 
alleged that K. T. Rama 
Rao (KTR) attempted 
to grab IMG lands in 
collusion with the 
Bhalerao family.

He said BRS leaders 
also attempted to take 
over valuable govern-
ment lands at Kancha 
Gachibowli and Mami-
dipally, but the Con-
gress government pro-
tected them through 
legal battles.

Revanth Reddy said 
KTR’s associates at-
tempted to encroach 
upon forest land at 

Gurramguda. The Su-
preme Court upheld 
the land’s forest status.

He alleged that KTR 
and Rayalaseema 
Builders attempted to 
grab 143 acres at Man-
chirevula. The gov-
ernment protected the 
land and established a 
school for police per-
sonnel’s children.

He claimed that 400 
acres of forest land 
in Jayashankar Bhu-
palpally district were 
handed over to an 
MLA who defected to 
BRS. The government 
fought the case in the 
Supreme Court.

Revanth Reddy 
dared KCR and KTR to 
debate in the Assembly 
on their alleged land 

encroachment and il-
legal deals

The Chief Minister 
said the government 
lands in Miyapur land 
protected through 
legal battles by the 
government will be 
utilised to generate re-
sources for irrigation, 
education, healthcare 
and other development 
projects.

He said after a deci-
sion by the Cabinet, 
the proceeds from Mi-
yapur land will be used 
for education. A Cabi-
net subcommittee on 
resource mobilisation 
will study the propos-
als and decide how the 
funds should be uti-
lised for public devel-
opment.

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
NEW DELHI, OCT 30
Telangana Chief Min-
ister A Revanth Reddy 
on Friday urged Union 
Railway Minister Ash-
wini Vaishnaw to ex-
pedite approvals for 
several major railway 
projects in the State, 
including the proposed 
Hyderabad-Pune, Hy-
derabad-Bengaluru and 
Hyderabad-Chennai 
high-speed rail corri-
dors.

During a meeting at 
Rail Bhawan in New 
Delhi, the Chief Minis-
ter said the State gov-
ernment had reviewed 
the Centre's proposals 
for the three corridors 
and submitted revised 
proposals with sugges-
tions.

He clarified that land 
acquisition would be-
gin only after the Cen-
tre finalised and ap-
proved the alignments.

Revanth Reddy also 
sought immediate 
sanction for the 130-
km Vikarabad-Krishna 

railway line, citing the 
potential to develop a 
cement and textile hub 
in view of large lime-
stone deposits near 
Tekalkode.

He proposed that the 
360-km Regional Ring 
Rail be aligned along-
side the Regional Ring 
Road (RRR) to boost 
connectivity and em-
ployment.

He further request-
ed approvals for the 
Dornakal-Gadwal, Kal-

wakurthy-Macherla, 
Kacheguda-Jaggayya-
peta, Patancheru-Adi-
labad, Bodhan-Latur 
and Akannapet bypass 
railway lines.

The Chief Minister 
also urged the Railway 
Minister to establish 
the proposed Mega 
Coaching and Freight 
Maintenance Depot at 
Anantharam village 
near Mahabubabad.

He informed the Cen-
tre that the State gov-

ernment had agreed 
to hand over 409 acres 
and one gunta of land 
required for the proj-
ect.

State Minister Vi-
vek Venkataswamy, 
MPs Dr. Mallu Ravi, 
Vem Narender Reddy, 
Chamala Kiran Ku-
mar Reddy, Balram 
Naik, Gaddam Vamshi 
Krishna and Anil Ku-
mar Yadav, along with 
senior state officials, 
attended the meeting.
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The government of 
Telangana on Friday 
announced that a Diwa-
li bonus of Rs 419 crore 
will be paid to employ-
ees of state-owned Sin-
gareni Collieries Com-
pany Limited (SCCL) 
on November 5.

Deputy Chief Min-
ister and Minister for 
Energy, Mallu Bhatti 
Vikramarka, made the 
announcement while 
extending advance Di-
wali greetings to the 
employees of the coal 
company.

He directed the com-
pany’s management 
to disburse the Perfor-
mance-Linked Reward 
Bonus (Diwali bonus).

The decision is ex-
pected to benefit about 
38,000 employees. Ev-
ery employee will get 
Rs 1,10,250 as a Diwali 
Bonus. The company 
will spend a total of Rs 
419 crore on the bonus.

This is the second 
bonus to be received 
by Singareni employ-
ees within a month. On 
October 13, the state 
government had Rs 596 
crore as a bonus for 
Dasara.

Following directives 
from the Deputy CM, 
SCCL management has 
initiated Diwali bonus 
disbursement.

Singareni CMD Bud-
dha Prakash Jyoti 
consulted with the 
personnel and finance 
officials concerned 
and instructed them 
to make the necessary 
arrangements to credit 
the Diwali bonus into 
the workers' bank ac-
counts by November 5.

The company stated 
that the Diwali bonus 
applies exclusively 
to employees covered 
under the National 
Coal Wage Agreement 
(NCWA) and does not 
extend to executive/of-
ficer-level staff. Work-
ers who completed 190 
working days in under-
ground mines, or 240 
working days in open-
cast and surface opera-
tions during the previ-
ous financial year, will 
be eligible for the full 

bonus.
For those with fewer 

working days, the bo-
nus will be calculated 
and paid on a pro-rata 
basis, proportional to 
the number of days 
worked. However, a 
minimum attendance 
of 30 days during the 
previous financial year 
has been set as the 
eligibility threshold to 
qualify for this bonus.

On October 13, the 
state government had 
declared a 34% profit 
share for permanent 
employees as a Dasara 
gift.

Permanent employ-
ees of the company 
were paid an aver-
age profit share of Rs 
1,53,912 each, while 
contract employees 
were given Rs 5,500 
each.

The Singareni man-
agement has disbursed 
a total of approximate-
ly Rs 1,020 crore to the 
workforce across these 
two bonuses.

Within the span of a 
single month, employ-
ees are set to receive 
an average of nearly 
Rs 2,65,000 through 
Dussehra and Diwali 
bonuses.
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Advisor to Telangana 
Government Moham-
med Ali Shabbir on 
Friday accused BRS 
Working President K. 
Tarakarama Rao of 
misleading farmers by 
claiming that the Con-
gress government had 
declared a "crop holi-
day". He said no such 
decision had been taken; 
farmers were merely ad-
vised against water-in-
tensive Rabi crops, par-
ticularly paddy, without 
assured irrigation.

"Farmers risk los-
ing their investment in 
seeds, fertilisers and 
labour if water runs 
out midway. How does 
warning them become a 
crop holiday?" he asked, 

responding to KTR's 
Thursday press confer-
ence.

He recalled restric-
tions along the Nagarju-
nasagar left canal in 2023 
and BRS-era advisories 
to reduce paddy cultiva-
tion during low-storage 
years. Why were similar 
precautions now called 
anti-farmer, he asked.

He also challenged 
KTR's claim that the 
drought was man-made 
and water was being al-
lowed to go waste. "Fine. 
Let us talk about the 
assets you left behind. 
Kaleshwaram was sold 
as the ultimate drought-
proofing project. Today 
the Medigadda, An-
naram and Sundilla bar-
rages face National Dam 
Safety Authority restric-
tions. Several pumps 
cannot be run the way 
you advertised," he said.

He said much of the 
system remained in-
complete, under safety 
review or unable to 
store promised volumes. 
Major and medium res-
ervoirs held around 

180 TMC against a com-
bined capacity of 585 
TMC, he said, arguing 
rainfall was only part of 
the problem.

"You had years in pow-
er to finish the canals, 
fix structural issues and 
make the system fully us-
able. Instead, we inher-
ited restricted barrages 
and incomplete works. 
Now you complain that 
we are not running proj-
ects your own safety re-
cord does not allow us to 
run. That is not opposi-
tion. That is complain-
ing about the condition 
of the homework you 
submitted," he said.

He questioned why 
Kalwakurthy, Nettem-
padu, Bhima, SLBC, 

Sita Rama, Pranahita-
Chevella and Devadula 
remained incomplete 
despite heavy spending. 
Rehabilitation designs 
were being finalised un-
der technical oversight, 
with works targeted to 
begin by December-end 
and finish before the 
next monsoon.

Turning to drought 
relief, Shabbir Ali re-
called that the BRS gov-
ernment had declared 
231 mandals drought-hit 
in November 2015, after 
the monsoon had ended. 
It then sought NDRF as-
sistance, with approxi-
mately Rs 791 crore sanc-
tioned, and arranged 
tankers, private bore-
wells, additional MGN-
REGA employment and 
livestock support.

TFP I MLN MURTHY
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IT, Industries and Leg-
islative Affairs Minis-
ter Duddilla Sridhar 
Babu has urged medi-
cal students to pursue 
their education with 
dedication and a spirit 
of service, stressing 
that medicine is a no-
ble responsibility de-
voted to humanity.

Addressing first-
year students at the 
White Coat Ceremony 
at Bhupalpally Gov-
ernment Medical Col-
lege on Friday, he said 
doctors must combine 
medical knowledge 
with compassion, pa-
tience and concern for 
patients, particularly 
those from economi-
cally weaker sections. 
He also urged students 
to develop skills in 

emerging technologies 
such as artificial intel-
ligence and robotics.

The minister said 
the government was 
undertaking infrastruc-
ture works worth Rs 
130 crore, including the 
medical college building 
and boys' and girls' hos-
tels. He inaugurated the 
newly constructed girls' 
hostel, built at a cost 
of Rs 15 crore, and an-
nounced that the boys' 
hostel would be opened 
within 15 days. He also 
said Rs 80 lakh had been 
sanctioned through Sin-
gareni for purchasing 
two buses for students 
and assured that addi-
tional facilities would 
be provided.

MLA Gandra Saty-
anarayana Rao said ef-
forts were underway to 
improve the college's 

classrooms, library, 
playground, wash-
rooms and hostel facili-
ties. District Collector 
Rahul Sharma appre-
ciated the college for 
achieving a 91 per cent 
pass rate and high-
lighted the importance 
of quality healthcare in 
the district.

SP Sankeerth, GEN-
CO Chief Engineer Sri 
Prakash, Municipal 
Chairman Burra Kom-
uraiah, Vice-Chairman 
Ambala Srinivas, Med-
ical College Principal 
Sridhar Rao, DMHO 
Dr Madhusudan, Gov-
ernment General Hos-
pital Superintendent 
Dr Venkataratnam, 
public representatives, 
faculty members, med-
ical staff, students and 
parents attended the 
programme.
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With the Election 
Commission of India 
(ECI) again revising 
the Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) sched-
ule in both Telangana 
and Andhra Pradesh, 
the final electoral rolls 
in both states will now 
be published on No-
vember 30.

For Telangana, the 
Election Commis-
sion has extended the 
deadline for notices 
and disposal of claims 
and objections to No-
vember 26. In Andhra 
Pradesh, the deadline 
has been extended till 
November 20.

The final elector-
al rolls in both the 
Telugu states are now 
scheduled for publica-

tion on November 30.
The schedule has 

been revised at the re-
quest of the Chief Elec-
toral Officers of both 
states.

In separate commu-
nications to the CEOs, 
the Commission in-
formed them about its 
decision to revise the 
schedule.

The ECI has directed 
the CEOs to inform 
all officials about the 
revised schedule and 
ensure wide publicity 
through all available 
media. Political par-
ties must also be in-
formed of the modified 
schedule in writing.

The Commission has 
revised the SIR sched-
ule multiple times in 
both Telangana and 
Andhra Pradesh.
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Union Minister of State 
(MoS) for Home Affairs 
Bandi Sanjay Kumar 
called on agricultural 
scientists to develop im-
proved crop varieties and 
promote modern farm-
ing technologies to help 
farmers increase yields, 
reduce costs and protect 
the environment. He 
was speaking at Farm-
ers’ Day celebrations and 
PM-KISAN Utsav Diwas 
organised at the ICAR–In-
dian Institute of Rice Re-
search (ICAR-IIRR), Ra-
jendranagar, Hyderabad, 
marking the release of 
the 24th instalment of the 
PM-KISAN scheme.

The Minister high-
lighted the role of 
farmers in achieving 
the vision of Viksit 
Bharat@2047 and 
stressed the need for re-
search and innovation 
to address farmers’ chal-
lenges. He urged farmers 
to follow the recommen-
dations of ICAR-IIRR sci-
entists and ensure that 
all eligible beneficiaries 

receive government 
scheme benefits.

ICAR-IIRR Director Dr. 
M. Srinivas Prasad out-
lined the institute’s re-
search initiatives aimed 
at improving crop pro-
ductivity, plant health 
and farmers’ income. 

Scientists interacted 
with farmers, show-
cased newly developed 
rice varieties.

TG announces Rs 419 crore Diwali 
bonus for Singareni employees

Shabbir Ali questions BRS-era Kaleshwaram restrictions
Compares drought responses in 2015 and 2026

Minister Sridhar Babu calls on medical 
students to put service before profit

Final voter lists in Telangana 
to be published on Nov 30

Bandi Sanjay calls for innovative 
research to improve farm productivity

Inaugurates Rs 15 Cr Girls' Hostel in Bhupalpally

Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy, accompanied by Congress MPs, met Union 
Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw at Rail Bhawan in New Delhi.

Mohammed Ali Shabbir
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