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NEW DELHI, OCT 27 
The Supreme Court on 
Tuesday deferred the 
hearing on a plea filed 
by Leader of Opposition 
in the Lok Sabha Rahul 
Gandhi and other IN-
DIA bloc leaders chal-
lenging the Election 
Commission of India's 
(ECI) Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls.  

The Bench of Chief 
Justice of India (CJI) 
Surya Kant and Justices 
Joymalya Bagchi and 
V. Mohana directed the 
petitioners to file their 
response to the ECI's af-
fidavit within 10 days.

It also granted the poll 
panel the liberty to file 
an additional affidavit, 
if required, within the 
same period. The mat-
ter will be taken up after 
the Diwali vacation.

The plea, filed by Ra-

hul Gandhi and 12 other 
Opposition leaders, al-
leges large-scale voter 
deletions and irregulari-
ties in the SIR exercise.

The petitioners have 
challenged the manner 
in which the electoral 
roll revision is being 
conducted. The respon-
dents in the matter 
include the ECI, Chief 
Election Commissioner 
Gyanesh Kumar and 
Election Commission-
ers Sukhbir Singh Sand-
hu and Vivek Joshi.

The Supreme Court 
had issued notice to the 
poll panel on October 15 
and directed that the pe-
tition be tagged with oth-
er pleas already pending 
before it, challenging the 
validity of the SIR exer-
cise in various states.

The CJI Kant-led 
Bench had also indicat-
ed that it would exam-
ine the conduct of one 
of the petitioners at the 
next hearing, later clari-
fying that the petition 
filed on behalf of Shiv 

Sena (UBT) leader San-
jay Raut would be en-
tertained provisionally, 
subject to his explaining 
his conduct.

The direction fol-
lowed controversy over 
Raut's remarks con-
cerning CJI Surya Kant 
after the latter declined 
to meet Rahul Gandhi 
and Congress president 
Mallikarjun Kharge to 
receive a memorandum 
on the SIR exercise.

The CJI had observed 
that holding a meeting 
to discuss pending cases 
would be contrary to the 
constitutional principle 
of separation of powers. 
Meanwhile, the Supreme 
Court Bar Association 
(SCBA) has filed a crimi-
nal contempt petition 
against Raut and jour-
nalist Nikhil Wagle over 
their remarks against 
the CJI. (IANS/UNI)

NEW DELHI, OCT 27 
Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Tues-
day said that the true 
success of science is 
achieved when inno-
vations move beyond 
laboratories and create 
a tangible impact in 
people's lives, assert-
ing that India views 
science and technology 
as tools for serving hu-
manity rather than in-
struments of power or 
conflict.

Addressing the 
Emerging Science, 
Technology and In-
novation Conclave 
(ESTIC) 2026 in the 
national capital, the 
Prime Minister said 
that while the require-
ments of various tech-
nology-driven sectors 
differ, they all reflect a 
common message that 
India is rapidly build-
ing its technological 
strength and self-reli-
ance.

"There has been a 
persistent challenge 
in how science and 
technology are viewed, 
often seen merely as 
tools of power or con-
flict. However, India 
firmly believes that 
science and technol-
ogy are instruments 
for serving humanity," 

PM Modi noted.
"The true success 

of science is realised 
when it moves from the 
lab to the land, directly 
improving the lives of 
ordinary citizens," the 
Prime Minister stated.

Emphasising the 
societal role of inno-

vation, PM Modi said 
science and technology 
should be judged not 
merely by their sophis-
tication but by their 
ability to solve real-
world problems and 
improve people's lives.

The Prime Minister 
noted that science and 
technology have of-
ten been viewed glob-
ally through the lens 
of power and conflict, 
but India believes they 
should be harnessed 
for the welfare of hu-
manity.

"The success of a 
technology is not de-
termined solely by how 
advanced it is. Its true 
strength lies in how ef-

fectively it solves ma-
jor problems and how 
many people's lives it 
transforms," PM Modi 
noted.

Highlighting India's 
long scientific tradi-
tion, the Prime Min-
ister said the coun-
try's culture has been 

rooted in knowledge 
and discovery, citing 
contributions ranging 
from the discovery of 
zero and the develop-
ment of the number 
system to advances in 
astronomy.

"India is moving for-
ward by evaluating 
itself against this very 
benchmark. We all 
know that a country's 
technology and its abil-
ity to create technology 
depend on its research. 
Research is the force 
that enables a country 
to find solutions to its 
problems and become 
self-reliant in critical 
technologies," PM Modi 
mentioned. (IANS)

SC defers hearing on Rahul Gandhi, 

other Oppn leaders’ plea against SIR

Science must move from 
Lab to Land: PM Modi

BRICS Parliamentary Forum 
condemns unilateral sanctions

NEW DELHI, OCT 27 
The 12th BRICS Par-
liamentary Forum has 
condemned unilateral 
economic and secondary 
sanctions contrary to in-
ternational law, calling 
for their elimination and 
warning of their adverse 
impact on development, 
health and food security. 
The forum also expressed 
concern over escalating 
tensions in the Middle 
East and West Asia, 
called for restraint and di-
plomacy, and reaffirmed 
its unwavering support 
for a peaceful resolution 
of the Israeli-Palestinian 

conflict based on a two-
state solution.

These positions were 
set out in the joint decla-
ration adopted at the con-
clusion of the two-day 
forum in New Delhi on 
Tuesday. The participat-
ing parliaments under-
lined the negative con-
sequences of unilateral 
coercive measures for 
the right to development 
and access to healthcare 
and food security, main-
taining that such mea-
sures were contrary to 
international law and 
should be eliminated.

On the Israeli-Pales-

tinian conflict, the dec-
laration reaffirmed the 
forum's "unwavering 
support for the peaceful 
resolution of the Israe-
li-Palestinian conflict 
based on the two-state 
solution", with the two 
states living side by side 
in peace and security in 
accordance with inter-
national law and rele-
vant United Nations res-
olutions. It also asserted 
the Palestinian people's 
right to self-determina-
tion, freedom and an 
independent, sovereign 
state. (IANS/UNI)
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CARTOON CAROUSEL India set to expand 
exports to China, ASEAN 
NEW DELHI, OCT 27
India is willing to allow 
Chinese suppliers to 
meet its rising import 
requirements, provided 
trade practices remain 
fair, Commerce and In-
dustry Minister Piyush 
Goyal said on Tuesday. 
He added that the gov-
ernment would use es-
tablished legal mecha-
nisms to address cases 
of unfair pricing while 
seeking to expand In-
dia's exports to China 
and Southeast Asian 
markets.

Goyal said India sup-

ports open and fair 
trade with all coun-
tries. He noted that 
China supplies several 
important raw materi-
als and intermediate 
goods required by Indi-
an industries, making 
it an important source 
for meeting domestic 
demand.

The minister said In-
dian authorities would 
take appropriate action 
through established ju-
dicial processes if pric-
ing practices for specif-
ic products were found 
to be unfair. (IANS)
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INDIA Bloc plans CEC 
impeachment campaign
NEW DELHI, OCT 27 
Congress General 
Secretary, K.C. Venu-
gopal, on Tuesday ac-
cused the PM Modi 
government of block-
ing the INDIA Bloc’s 
planned protest and 
public campaign 
for the removal of 
Chief Election Com-
missioner, Gyanesh 
Kumar, over alleged 
irregularities in the 
Special Intensive Re-
vision (SIR) of the 
electoral rolls.

He said the Opposi-
tion would not give 
up despite being de-
nied permission to 
hold the programme 
at two proposed ven-
ues in the national 
Capital.

“Modi and Amit 
Shah are so scared. 
We announced a pub-
lic impeachment,” 
Venugopal told the 
media in Delhi.

He said the Opposi-
tion first approached 

the Ashoka Hotel 
lawn to hold the pro-
gramme.

The venue initially 
agreed, but the police 
subsequently inter-
vened and the hotel 
denied permission, he 
alleged.

The Opposition 
then booked Ramlila 
Maidan for nine days 
and permission was 
initially granted but 
was later withdrawn, 
Venugopal said.

He alleged that the 
decisions were not 
merely those of the 
Delhi Police.

Instead, he accused 
Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi and 
Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah of trying 
to protect Gyanesh 
Kumar. 

“This means it is not 
a Delhi Police decision. 
Instead, Modi and 
Shah want to protect 
their pet Gyanesh,” he 
said. (IANS)

Backs two-state solution to Palestinian conflict

The Prime Minister noted that science 
and technology have o  en been viewed 
globally through the lens of power and 

confl ict, but India believes they should be 
harnessed for the welfare of humanity.
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FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
HYDERABAD, OCT 27
South Central Railway 
(SCR) has cancelled 11 
trains and partially can-
celled another train in 
view of the impending 
Cyclone Arnab, priori-
tising passenger safety.

The cancellations ap-
ply to trains scheduled 
to run on October 27 and 
28, the SCR said in its 
bulletin on Tuesday.

The cancelled trains 
include Secunderabad-
Howrah (12704), Secun-
derabad-Bhubaneswar 
New (17016), Hyder-

abad-Visakhapatnam 
(12728), Mahbubnagar-
Visakhapatnam (12862), 
S e c u n d e r a b a d - V i -
sakhapatnam (12740), 
Lingampalli-Kakinada 
Town (12776), Lingam-
palli-Narasapur (17256), 
Lingampalli-Kakinada 
Port (12738), H.S. Nand-
ed-Sambalpur (20810) 
and Charlapalli-Sri-
kakulam Road (07037), 
all scheduled for Octo-
ber 27.

The Srikakulam Road-
Charlapalli train (07038) 
scheduled for October 28 
has also been cancelled.

SCR cancels 11 trains 
due to Cyclone ArnabTFP I SAUD SIDDIQUI

HYDERABAD, OCT 27
Telangana Transport 
and BC Welfare Minis-
ter Ponnam Prabhakar 
on Tuesday directed 
officials to expedite 
the implementation of 
BC welfare schemes, 
improve educational 
infrastructure and ex-
pand employment and 
self-employment oppor-
tunities for Backward 
Classes.

During a review meet-
ing at the Secretariat, 
the Minister stressed 
transparency and effi-
ciency in implementing 
welfare programmes 
and instructed officials 

to expedite Govern-
ment Orders for the 
construction of 38 Atma 
Gaurava Bhavans for 
BC communities.

Reviewing the Indi-
ramma Intinta Kuttu 
Machine scheme, he 
said around 4.80 lakh 
applications had been 

received and directed 
officials to prepare an 
action plan to distrib-
ute sewing machines to 
1.90 lakh women on De-
cember 9.

Expressing concern 
over residential school 
infrastructure, Prab-
hakar noted that only 

26 of the State's 327 BC 
residential schools had 
their own buildings, 
while the remaining 
301 were functioning 
in private premises. 
He directed officials to 
expedite land acquisi-
tion and take steps to 
construct permanent 

buildings for the insti-
tutions.

The Minister also 
called for reforms in 
BC Study Circles to pro-
vide quality coaching 
for competitive exami-
nations and improve 
employment prospects. 
He stressed the need for 

a special action plan to 
promote self-employ-
ment among BC com-
munities and directed 
officials to constitute 
a dedicated committee 
to develop skill train-
ing opportunities for 
BC widows and single 
women.

He further instruct-
ed officials to take 
steps to establish mod-
ern dhobighats in ev-
ery Assembly constitu-
ency to support the 
Rajaka community. 
He emphasised coordi-
nated efforts to ensure 
welfare schemes effec-
tively reach eligible 
beneficiaries.

Minister Ponnam directs officials to expedite BC welfare schemes

TFP I AHAD SIDDIQUI
MAHABUBNAGAR, OCT 27
The All India Majlis-e-
Ittehadul Muslimeen 
(AIMIM), Mahabub-
nagar district unit, 
distributed the Salar-e-
Millat All-in-One Mod-
el Paper Series 2026 to 
more than 300 students 
of Government High 
School, Urdu Medium, 
at a programme held 
at HB Palace Function 
Hall on Tuesday.

Charminar MLA 
Mir Zulfiqar Ali at-
tended as the chief 
guest, while Jabir bin 
Saeed Al Jabri, coordi-
nator-in-charge of the 

undivided Mahabub-
nagar district, presid-
ed over the meeting. 
Mir Zulfiqar Ali urged 
students to study dili-
gently, make effective 
use of the model papers 
and secure high marks 
in their examinations. 
He said the material 
had been prepared un-
der the guidance of ex-
perienced teachers to 
improve academic per-
formance.

Jabir bin Saeed Al 
Jabri highlighted the 
importance of educa-
tion and sought sup-
port for AIMIM’s edu-
cational and welfare 

initiatives. AIMIM 
secretary and advocate 
Maqsood bin Ahmed 
Zakir encouraged stu-
dents to pursue their 
academic goals with 
dedication, while Syed 
Sadatullah Hussaini, 
representative corpo-
rator and AIMIM town 
president of Mahabub-
nagar, wished them 
success.

The programme con-
cluded with the distri-
bution of model papers 
to the students as part 
of AIMIM’s efforts to 
support educational de-
velopment and exami-
nation preparation.

AIMIM distributes model papers to 
over 300 students in Mahabubnagar

TFP I FAROOQ KHAN
RANGA REDDY, OCT 27
The Ranga Reddy Dis-
trict Employees’ Joint 
Action Committee 
(JAC) has urged the 
District Collector and 
Magistrate to send pro-
posals to the state gov-
ernment seeking finan-
cial approval for 24% 
House Rent Allowance 
(HRA) for employees 
working within an 8-km 
radius of the Greater 
Hyderabad Municipal 
Corporation (GHMC).

JAC Chairman Ootu 

Yashwanth and Conve-
ner Dr. K. Ramarao said 
the proposal was neces-
sary in view of earlier 
orders concerning HRA 
for employees in the 
specified area. How-

ever, subsequent gov-
ernment instructions 
restricted increases or 
revisions in HRA,  CCA 
and other allowances 
without specific govern-
ment orders.

The JAC leaders ap-
pealed to the Collector to 
take up the matter with 
the government and 
secure the necessary fi-
nancial approval in the 
interests of employees.

Ranga Reddy Employees’ JAC seeks 24% 
HRA for employees within 8 km of GHMC

TFP I PRAMOD KUMAR
KARIMNAGAR, OCT 27
Union Minister of 
State (MoS) for Home 
Affairs Bandi Sanjay 
Kumar on Tuesday an-
nounced that the BJP 
would organise a mega 
rally in Karimnagar on 
November 5 under the 
slogan "Protect Democ-
racy - End Anarchy" 
to counter what he de-
scribed as Opposition 
attempts to destabilise 
the Narendra Modi 
government.

Addressing a BJP 
parliamentary constit-
uency meeting at Shub-
hamangala Convention 
Centre, he alleged that 
the Congress and oth-
er Opposition parties 
were spreading misin-
formation over the dele-
tion of 13 crore entries 

from electoral rolls.
He said the entries 

included deceased per-
sons, people who had 
migrated, individu-
als who could not be 
traced and duplicate 
registrations.

Bandi Sanjay also al-
leged that illegal immi-
grants, including Ro-
hingyas, had obtained 
voter registrations in 
parts of Telangana and 
accused the Congress 
and BRS of benefiting 
from such votes. These 
claims were made by 
the minister amid the 
ongoing political de-
bate over electoral roll 
verification.

He called upon BJP 
leaders and workers to 
mobilise people from 
all sections of society, 
including students, 

youth, professionals 
and beneficiaries of 
Central government 
schemes, for the rally.

He directed party cad-
res to conduct booth-
level meetings, dis-
tribute pamphlets and 
make arrangements for 
transportation and ac-
commodation.

BJP Telangana pres-
ident N Ramchander 
Rao and national-level 
party representatives 
are expected to attend 
the rally, which Bandi 
Sanjay said would be 
organised on a large 
scale to draw nation-
wide attention to the 
issue.

TFP I MUKESH VEERANTI
MAHABUBABAD, OCT 27
Mahabubabad District 
Superintendent of Po-
lice Dr. Shabarish, IPS, 
inspected the Nelliku-
dur Police Station and 
reviewed staff perfor-
mance, crime preven-
tion measures and the 
functioning of technical 
systems.

During the inspec-
tion, he sought details 
from Sub-Inspector 
Karunakar about po-
lice station operations, 
CCTV camera monitor-
ing and the use of the 
Crime and Criminal 
Tracking Network and 
Systems (CCTNS) for 
online services, case 
registration and record 
maintenance.

Dr. Shabarish in-
structed police person-
nel to perform their du-
ties responsibly, remain 
vigilant and be acces-
sible to the public. He 
stressed regular visits 
to villages, coordination 
with residents and close 
monitoring of local de-
velopments to maintain 
law and order.

The SP directed offi-
cers to intensify action 
against ganja smuggling 
and consumption, as 
well as the illegal manu-
facture and sale of gu-
dumba. He also called for 
surveillance of suspected 
offenders and repeat 
criminals, and instructed 
staff to conduct cordon-
and-search operations 
wherever necessary.

Bandi Sanjay announces mega rally 
in Karimnagar on voter roll issue

Mahabubabad SP inspects 
Nellikudur Police Station

MoS for Home Affairs Bandi Sanjay Kumar addresses BJP 
parliamentary constituency meeting in Karimnagar. Charminar MLA Mir Zulfiqar Ali distributes Salar-e-Millat All-in-One 

Model Paper Series 2026 at HB Palace Function Hall in Mahabubnagar.

TFP I G. RAMESH
RAJANNA SIRCILLA, OCT 27
More than 400 police 
personnel, youth, pub-
lic representatives and 
media professionals vol-
untarily donated blood 
at a mega blood dona-
tion camp organised 
by the Rajanna Sircilla 
District Police as part 
of Police Martyrs’ Me-
morial Week at Maha 
Lingeshwar Function 
Hall in Vemulawada on 
Tuesday.

Government Whip 
Aadi Srinivas and Dis-
trict Superintendent of 

Police Mahesh B. Gite, 
IPS inaugurated the 
camp. Addressing the 
gathering, Aadi Srini-

vas said blood dona-
tion was equivalent to 
saving lives and urged 
people, particularly 

youth, to come forward 
voluntarily. 

The programme 
was attended by DSPs 
Srinivasulu, Nagen-
dra Chary and Ven-
kateswarlu; Municipal 
Chairman Raju; Vice-
Chairman Shekhar; 
Circle Inspectors Veer-
aprasad, Srinivas, Ra-
vinder, Ravi and Nag-
eswara Rao; Reserve 
Inspectors Suresh and 
Ramesh; Red Cross So-
ciety Chairman Guduri 
Ravinder; along with 
Sub-Inspectors, police 
personnel, and others.

TFP I AMJAD KHAN 
NIRMAL, OCT 27
Khanapur MLA Ved-
ma Bojju laid the foun-
dation stone for the 
construction of a new 
Fire Station building 
at the Khanapur man-
dal headquarters in 
Nirmal district. The 
building is being con-
structed at an estimat-
ed cost of Rs. 2 crore.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Vedma Bojju 
said the Fire Depart-
ment plays a vital role 
in protecting lives 
and property during 
fire accidents, natural 
disasters and other 
emergencies. He said 
the establishment of a 
Fire Station in Khana-
pur would help ensure 
a faster response to 
emergencies and im-
prove public safety 
services in the region.

The MLA stated that 
the government was 
giving priority to the 
development of es-

sential infrastructure 
for public safety. He 
expressed confidence 
that the new Fire Sta-
tion would benefit 
residents of Khanapur 
and surrounding ar-
eas by enabling timely 
emergency response 
and strengthening fire 
safety services.

The programme was 
attended by Khanapur 
Municipal Chairper-
son Ankam Mouni-
ka, Atma Commit-
tee Chairman Thota 
Satyam, Municipal 
Vice-Chairman Soyab, 
Nirmal District Fire 
Officer Bhagawan 
Reddy, and Fire Sta-
tion Officers.

Local councillors 
Rajura Satyam, Nim-
mala Ramesh, Indira, 
Ashok, Tirumala and 
Gangadhar also at-
tended the programme. 
Market Committee 
Vice-Chairman Ma-
jeed, along with sev-
eral other participated.

Over 400 donate blood at Police Martyrs’ 
Memorial Camp in Vemulawada

Khanapur MLA lays 
foundation stone for 
new fire station building
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FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
HYDERABAD, OCT 27
The Special Intensive 
Revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls in Telangana 
was carried out in ac-
cordance with the pre-
scribed procedures and 
guidelines, with enu-
meration forms (EFs) 
distributed to all elec-
tors and subsequently 
collected after being 
filled in. The draft elec-
toral rolls were pre-
pared after excluding 
the names of electors 
whose enumeration 

forms were not received.
Of the total 3,38,26,448 

electors in Telangana, 
2,64,87,213 have been 
included in the draft 
electoral rolls, while 
73,39,235 electors have 
been placed in the Ab-
sent, Shifted, Dead and 

Duplicate (ASDD) cat-
egory. The ASDD cate-
gory comprises 57,46,803 
electors classified as ab-
sent or shifted, 9,22,229 
electors recorded in the 
deceased category and 
6,70,203 electors identi-
fied as duplicates.

The classification was 
carried out following 
house-to-house visits 
and due enquiries by 
Booth Level Officers 
(BLOs), and the names 
were not excluded uni-
laterally, according to 
the details of the revi-

sion process. The non-
returned enumeration 
forms related to electors 
who had died, perma-
nently shifted, were ab-
sent or were identified 
as duplicates.

The authorities also 
provided an opportuni-
ty for electors left out of 
the draft rolls to submit 
claims during the pre-
scribed period for claims 
and objections. In addi-
tion, special camps were 
conducted on October 15 
and 16, 2026, to facilitate 
the inclusion of eligible 

electors whose names 
had not appeared in the 
draft rolls.

The exercise was un-
dertaken with the stat-
ed objective of ensur-
ing that every eligible 
elector is included in 
the electoral rolls and 
that no ineligible elec-
tor remains on the list. 
The prescribed proce-
dures, including field 
verification, enquiry 
and opportunities for 
filing claims, were fol-
lowed during the revi-
sion process.

TG: SIR process completed as 2.64 Cr 
electors included in draft electoral rolls

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
HYDERABAD, OCT 27
Bharat Rashtra 
Samithi (BRS) has 
urged the State Leg-
islature’s Select Com-
mittee to withdraw the 
Telangana Hate Speech 
and Hate Crimes (Pre-
vention) Bill, 2026, 
terming its provisions 
vague, disproportion-
ate and liable to be 
misused against the 
Opposition, media and 
lawful criticism.

In a memorandum 
submitted to the Select 
Committee, BRS Legal 
Cell in-charge and Gen-
eral Secretary Soma 
Bharat Kumar said the 
party supported firm 
action against genuine 
incitement to violence 
and hatred, but argued 
that the proposed leg-
islation went beyond 
what was necessary 
and raised serious con-
stitutional concerns.

The BRS said exist-
ing laws, including pro-
visions of the Bharati-
ya Nyaya Sanhita 
(BNS), the Information 
Technology Act and 
Supreme Court direc-
tions, already provided 
a legal framework to 
deal with hate speech. 
It argued that the pri-
mary gap was in en-
forcement rather than 

the absence of legisla-
tion.

The party particu-
larly objected to provi-
sions making offences 
cognizable and non-
bailable and prescrib-
ing punishment of up to 
seven years for a first 
offence and 10 years 
for repeat offences. It 
claimed that defining a 
repeat offender merely 
on the basis of an ear-
lier charge could un-
dermine the presump-
tion of innocence and 
expose individuals to 
immediate arrest.

The BRS also ques-
tioned terms such as 
“injury”, “disharmo-
ny”, “enmity” and “ill-
will”, saying they were 
undefined and could 
potentially cover politi-
cal speeches, satire, in-
vestigative journalism 
and criticism of public 
institutions. It warned 
that such provisions 
could have a chilling 

effect on the media and 
political dissent.

The party further op-
posed the proposed ex-
ecutive powers to order 
content removal, argu-
ing that take-down de-
cisions should instead 
be subject to judicial 
oversight and proce-
dural safeguards.

If the Bill is not with-
drawn, the BRS urged 
the committee to funda-
mentally redraft it by 
introducing clear defi-
nitions, protecting fair 
reporting and criticism 
of governments and po-
litical parties, restor-
ing the presumption of 
innocence and ensur-
ing judicial oversight 
over content blocking.

It also sought wider 
public consultation, 
open hearings and an 
extension of the memo-
randum submission pe-
riod by at least 30 days 
before the Bill is con-
sidered further.

BRS demands withdrawal of 
'Telangana Hate Speech Bill'

Malkajgiri MP launches Padayatra demanding 

relocation of Jawahar Nagar dumping yard

TG govt invites 550-plus global companies for Investment Summit in Dec

TFP I RAVI KUMAR
MEDCHAL–MALKAJGIRI, OCT 27
Malkajgiri MP Eatala 
Rajender on Tuesday 
launched a four-day 
Maha Padayatra de-
manding the immedi-
ate relocation of the 
Jawahar Nagar dump-
ing yard, highlighting 
the health and environ-
mental problems faced 
by residents of sur-
rounding areas.

Rajender began the 
foot march at Edulabad 
after offering special 
prayers at the Ranga-
natha Swamy Temple. 
Temple priests wel-
comed him with a Pur-
na Kumbham, while 
several BJP leaders 
participated in the pro-
gramme.

Speaking to the me-
dia, Rajender alleged 
that polluted water 
was seeping into bore-
wells and open wells, 
while foul air from the 
dumping yard was con-
tributing to respira-
tory ailments and skin 
problems. He also re-
ferred to reports of kid-
ney diseases and can-
cer among residents, 

though these claims 
were not independently 
verified.

Rajender said the 60-
km padayatra, which 
began at Edulabad, 
would culminate in a 
public meeting at Jawa-
har Nagar on October 
30. BJP MPs, legislators 
and other party leaders 
are expected to partici-
pate in the campaign.

He criticised the 
State government for 
failing to resolve the 
issue despite earlier 
legal proceedings and 
representations, and 

demanded a compre-
hensive project report 
to process waste sci-
entifically, generate 
electricity and produce 
organic manure. He 
also called for modern, 
pollution-free waste 
disposal facilities away 
from densely populated 
areas.

Warning of a larger 
agitation if the problem 
remained unresolved, 
Rajender said he would 
continue fighting for 
the affected residents, 
particularly fishermen 
and families dependent 

on traditional liveli-
hoods.

BJP Telangana State 
President N Ramchan-
der Rao joined the 
march and extended 
his support to the 
movement. He alleged 
that the dumping yard 
had contaminated the 
air and groundwater, 
causing serious health 
problems among local 
residents, including 
children.

He accused the State 
government of neglect-
ing the hardships faced 
by people in the sur-
rounding areas and 
asserted that the BJP 
would continue its agi-
tation until the dump-
ing yard was perma-
nently relocated.

The four-day paday-
atra, scheduled from 
October 27 to 30, will 
cover several locali-
ties, including Mar-
ripalligudem, NFC 
Nagar, Annojiguda, 
Ghatkesar, Yamnam-
pet, Rampally, Keesara, 
Chiryala, Nagaram and 
Dammaiguda, before 
culminating at Jawa-
har Nagar.

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
HYDERABAD, OCT 27
The Telangana government 
is inviting more than 550 
leading domestic and inter-
national companies to partic-
ipate in the Invest Telangana 
- Global Summit 2026, sched-
uled to be held at Hyderabad 
Future City from December 7 
to 9.

Chief Secretary Sanjay 
Jaju announced this during 
a review meeting with senior 
officials at the Secretariat on 
Tuesday.

He said the summit aimed 

to position Telangana as a 
leading global investment 
destination, attract major 
investments, accelerate in-
dustrial development and 
generate employment oppor-
tunities for youth.

The curtain-raiser pro-
gramme will be held in New 

Delhi on October 29 in the 
presence of Chief Minister 
A. Revanth Reddy, with am-
bassadors, industrialists and 
representatives of leading 
companies invited. Road-
shows have already been 
conducted in Chennai, Ben-
galuru and Hyderabad, while 

more than 1,500 companies 
and organisations are being 
invited to the main summit.

Special emphasis will be 
placed on the defence and 
aerospace sectors, with 
around 100 companies and 
organisations being invited 
to participate in the Raksha 
Expo organised alongside the 
summit.

Reviewing preparations at 
Future City, the Chief Sec-
retary said the venue was 
being divided into 25 sectors 
to accommodate plenary ses-
sions, seminars, exhibitions, 

discussions and agreement-
signing ceremonies. Cultural 
programmes showcasing 
Telangana's heritage will 
also be organised.

He directed all depart-
ments and committees to co-
ordinate closely and ensure 
comprehensive arrange-
ments for delegates, includ-
ing transport, accommoda-
tion and meeting facilities. 
Senior officers will be desig-
nated as nodal officers to as-
sist delegates and ensure the 
smooth conduct of the three-
day summit.

TFP I CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, OCT 27
The second day of the 
three-day Sri Vanadu-
rga Maha Rudra Yagam 
and Varuna Yagam was 
held with religious fer-
vour at Sri Mahankali 
Ammavari Temple in 
Amberpet, Hyderabad, 
under the leadership of 
Telangana Government 
Advisor V. Hanuman-
tha Rao.

The rituals were or-
ganised to pray for 
timely and abundant 
rainfall across Telan-
gana, full reservoirs 
and the prosperity and 
well-being of farmers 
and the public.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Hanumantha Rao 
expressed concern over 
the difficulties faced by 

farmers and people due 
to inadequate and de-
layed rainfall. He said 
prayers were being of-
fered to Lord Varuna 
for sufficient rain, re-
plenishment of lakes, 
ponds and reservoirs, 
and a good harvest in 
the coming days.

He expressed hope 
that the three-day ritu-

als would bring pros-
perity to the state and 
happiness, good health 
and well-being to the 
people. He also appealed 
to devotees to attend the 
concluding day of the 
yagam on October 28 in 
large numbers and par-
ticipate in the Purnahu-
ti ceremony to seek the 
blessings of the Goddess.

Hanumantha Rao prays for good 
rains and farmers’ prosperity

TFP I RAOOF KHAN
HYDERABAD, OCT 27
A techie allegedly died 
by suicide by jumping 
into Durgam Cheruvu 
Lake in the Madhapur 
area of the IT hub of 
Cyberabad.

Rajesh (25) jumped 
into the lake from the 
Cable Bridge in the 
HITEC City.

Hailing from Vi-
sakhapatnam in 
Andhra Pradesh, 
Rajesh was working at 
a software company in 
Hyderabad

Rajesh, who was 
staying at a hostel in 

Nacharam, had come 
to Ayappa Society in 
Madhapur on Mon-
day to meet a friend. 
He later went to Cable 
Bridge and allegedly 
jumped into the lake.

On a complaint by 
Rajesh’s sister, Madha-
pur police registered a 
case and took up the 
investigation.

Teams of the Nation-
al Disaster Response 
Force (NDRF) and 
the State Disaster Re-
sponse Force (SDRF) 
were searching for 
Rajesh’s body in the 
lake.

TFP I TAHER ALI
HYDERABAD, OCT 27
Kanchanbagh police 
have apprehended 
three persons in con-
nection with a case 
involving alleged re-
peated sexual assaults, 
wrongful confinement 
and criminal intimida-
tion of an 18-year-old 
woman.

According to police, 
a case was registered 
under Sections 64(2)
(m), 127(4) and 351 of the 
Bharatiya Nyaya San-
hita (BNS), based on a 
complaint lodged by the 
woman on October 26.

As per the complaint, 

the woman came to Hy-
derabad in May 2026 
with Mohammed Fay-
az, who  later brought 
three associates - Ah-
mad Mujeeb, Noor Ka-
mal and Zia-ur-Rehm-
an alias Ibrahim. They 
sexually assaulted her 
on different occasions.

Police said Noor Ka-
mal, Ahmad Mujeeb 
and Zia-ur-Rehman 
alias Ibrahim had 
been apprehended and 
would be produced be-
fore a magistrate for 
judicial remand. Mo-
hammed Fayaz is also 
named as an accused in 
the case.

Techie dies by suicide by 
jumping into lake

3 apprehended in sexual 
assault case

 Malkajgiri MP Eatala Rajender addresses Maha 
Padayatra at Edulabad village in Ghatkesar Mandal 

of Medchal-Malkajgiri district.

Guv to lead 
anti-drug rally 
today

US firm AssetMark opens GCC in Hyderabad

HYDERABAD, OCT 27
Telangana Governor 
Shiv Pratap Shukla will 
lead a massive anti-drug 
awareness rally at Os-
mania University on 
Wednesday as part of 
the Nasha Mukt Bharat 
campaign to sensitise 
students and youth to 
the harmful effects of 
substance abuse.

The programme, 
organised by the In-
dian Red Cross Society 
(IRCS), Telangana State 
Branch, will begin at 
1100 hours at Tagore Au-
ditorium. (UNI)

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
HYDERABAD, OCT 27
US-based wealth man-
agement platform As-
setMark on Tuesday 
announced opening of 
its Global Capability 
Centre (GCC) in Hy-
derabad, with a capac-
ity to accommodate 
around 500 employees, 
to strengthen its global 
technology and busi-
ness operations.

The centre, named 

AssetMark Global 
Wealth, marks the next 
phase of the company's 
operations in India af-
ter nearly a decade of 
working through an 
outsourcing model, the 
company said in a re-
lease.

The new facility will 
bring a dedicated team 
in-house to support its 
global operations and 
expand its technology 
and engineering capa-

bilities.
The centre will work 

closely with teams in 
the United States on 
technology, engineer-
ing, operations and 
product management 
initiatives.

Lou Maiuri, Chair-
man and Group Chief 
Executive Officer of 
AssetMark, said Hy-
derabad's technology 
and financial services 
ecosystem made it a 

suitable location for 
expanding the com-
pany's global capabili-
ties.

Carrie Hansen, Chief 
Operating Officer of 
AssetMark, said bring-
ing operations and 
technology teams to-
gether would improve 
collaboration, accel-
erate innovation and 
strengthen services for 
financial advisors and 
their clients.
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CJI pulls up lawyer seeking listing of 
disproportionate assets case against Rahul
NEW DELHI, OCT 27 
Chief Justice of India 
(CJI) Surya Kant on 
Tuesday reprimanded 
a lawyer seeking an 
urgent listing of a dis-
proportionate assets 
case against Leader of 
Opposition in the Lok 
Sabha Rahul Gandhi, 
questioning whether 
the move was intended 
to generate media at-
tention.

“There is no head, 
no tail to this mention-
ing,” the CJI remarked, 
taking exception to the 
grounds cited by the 
lawyer for seeking an 
early hearing in the 
matter.

The lawyer sought 
the listing of the matter, 
contending that Rahul 
Gandhi had recently 
claimed at an event that 

he was in touch with 200 
officials of the Enforce-
ment Directorate (ED) 
and the Central Bureau 
of Investigation (CBI).

Responding to the 
submission, CJI Kant 
asked the lawyer, “Have 
you spoken to any news 
channel for this?”

Following the ex-
change, the CJI orally 
instructed the court 
staff to discontinue live 
streaming of the men-
tioning proceedings 
henceforth.

The remarks came in 
the backdrop of the Su-
preme Court's earlier 
order staying proceed-
ings before the Alla-
habad High Court in the 
disproportionate assets 
case and restraining the 
CBI and the ED from 
submitting any report 
before the High Court.

The case arises from 
a complaint filed by 
Karnataka-based BJP 
worker S. Vignesh 

Shishir, who alleged 
that Rahul Gandhi pos-
sessed assets dispropor-
tionate to his known 
sources of income.

In August, the Su-
preme Court had asked 
the Allahabad High 
Court to defer proceed-
ings in the matter and 
also restrained the cen-
tral agencies from sub-
mitting any report to it.

The top court also 
said that if any agency 
has knowledge of any 
disproportionate as-
sets belonging to any 
individual, it can pro-
ceed on its own, and the 
same does not require 
court orders. (IANS)

Jan Suraaj digital manager 
found dead in Ranchi

RANCHI, OCT 27 
Devpalik Gupta, a 
21-year-old digital com-
munication manager 
for Prashant Kishor's 
Jan Suraaj Party, who 
went missing from a 
train from Ranchi to 
Patna, was found dead 
under suspicious cir-
cumstances.

According to Jan 
Suraaj, Devpalik went 
missing from a train 
while travelling from 
Ranchi to Patna on 
Monday. He was found 
dead on Tuesday after-
noon in a forested area 
near Muri Junction in 
Ranchi.

Kumar Saurabh 
Singh, a national 
spokesperson for Jan 
Suraaj, confirmed that 
his body has been dis-

covered and stated 
that the police are in-
vestigating the matter. 
However, it remains to 
be seen whether this 
was an accident or a 
criminal act.

Originally from 
Kushinagar in Uttar 
Pradesh and an alum-
nus of the Indian Insti-
tute of Mass Communi-
cation (IIMC) in Delhi, 
Devpalik Gupta held a 
key role in managing 

digital media for the 
Jan Suraaj party.

According to his fam-
ily and colleagues, he 
was travelling to Patna 
on Monday aboard 
the Ranchi-Patna Jan 
Shatabdi Express 
(Train No. 12366), occu-
pying seat 50 in coach 
C-2, accompanied by 
two associates.

When his companions 
began searching for him 
after some time, they 
found his mobile phone 
switched off. A search 
was conducted through-
out the train and at 
Muri station, with the 
assistance of the Train 
Ticket Examiner (TTE) 
and Railway Protection 
Force (RPF) personnel, 
but no trace of him was 
found. (IANS)

BRICS Parliamentary 
Forum condemns 
unilateral sanctions
FROM PAGE 1 
Expressing concern 
over rising tensions 
across the Middle East 
and West Asia, the 
parliamentary lead-
ers urged all parties 
to exercise maximum 
restraint and avoid 
actions that could fur-
ther aggravate the situ-
ation. They stressed 
the need to protect 
civilians and civilian 
infrastructure, respect 
the sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of 
states, and pursue dia-
logue and diplomacy to 
secure lasting peace. 
The declaration also 

highlighted the impor-
tance of regional sta-
bility for international 
trade, supply chains 
and energy flows.

The participating 
parliaments strongly 
condemned violations 
of international hu-
manitarian law, in-
cluding deliberate at-
tacks on civilians and 
civilian infrastructure, 
the denial or obstruc-
tion of humanitarian 
access and attacks on 
humanitarian person-
nel. They emphasised 
the need to ensure ac-
countability for such 
violations. (IANS)

Sonia Gandhi predicts 'tamasha' after 
Nov 10 release of her memoir

INDIA Bloc gears up for Nov 1 rally at 
Ramlila Maidan against SIR, CEC

NEW DELHI, OCT 27 
Congress Parliamen-
tary Party (CPP) 
Chairperson on Tues-
day predicted politi-
cal ‘tamasha’ after her 
memoir 'Belonging' is 
released worldwide 
on November 10. In a 
message on X, Sonia 
Gandhi wrote, “There’s 
bound to be some tama-
sha when this book 
comes out. After all, 
others have spent de-
cades telling my ‘story’, 
now it’s my turn.”

The social media post 
was accompanied by 
a short video showing 
Sonia Gandhi sharing 
the reasons why she 

decided to share her 
story, “After a lifetime 
of being written about”.

The video clip’s cap-
tions also mentioned 
that when her hus-
band Rajiv Gandhi was 
asked to become the 

Prime Minister, she 
was “totally against” it.

Earlier on October 
22, Sonia Gandhi made 
her social media debut 
by joining Instagram 
and sharing a post on 
her upcoming book 'Be-
longing: A Journey of 
Love'.

"Hello everyone, I'm 
truly grateful to share 
this moment with you 
all: The first look of 
'Belonging: A Journey 
of Love'. It is a story 
of love, duty, loss, and 
finding a place to be-
long. I look forward to 
sharing it with you," 
Sonia Gandhi wrote 
on her first Instagram 

post, sharing the first 
look of her memoir.

In the video shared 
on Instagram, Sonia 
Gandhi is seen receiv-
ing the first copies of 
her book and shar-
ing sweets with her 
daughter and Congress 
MP Priyanka Gandhi 
Vadra. The two were 
also seen hugging.

The CPP Chairper-
son did not have a 
social media account 
until now. She now has 
over 10,700 followers 
and follows her chil-
dren, Rahul and Pri-
yanka Gandhi, as well 
as the Indian National 
Congress. (IANS/UNI)

NEW DELHI, OCT 27 
Preparations are under-
way for the INDIA Bloc's 
proposed protest rally at 
Ramlila Maidan on No-
vember 1 against alleged 
'vote theft', the purported 
irregularities in the Spe-
cial Intensive Revision 
(SIR) of electoral rolls 
and Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Ku-
mar.

Leader of Opposition 
in the Lok Sabha, Rahul 
Gandhi, is scheduled 
to visit the venue on 
Monday to review ar-
rangements, including 
security, the stage and 
other preparations for 
the rally.

AICC General Secre-
tary K.C. Venugopal also 
visited Ramlila Maidan 
ahead of the proposed 
rally, while Delhi Con-
gress President Dev-
ender Yadav reviewed 
the preparations.

Speaking to IANS, Yadav 
said the INDIA Bloc was 

expecting a massive turn-
out, with nearly 10 lakh 
people likely to participate 
from across the country.

"We are all very happy 
that a mega rally of the 
INDIA Alliance is going 
to be held here at Ramlila 
Ground on November 1. 
Although many rallies 

have taken place at Ram-
lila Ground in the past, 
I expect this to be a his-
toric rally where nearly 
1 million people from 
across the country will 
participate," he said.

Yadav said the Con-
gress would continue its 
demand to keep Jantar 
Mantar open for protests 
but added that Ramlila 
Maidan was a more suit-
able venue given the ex-
pected crowd.

He said the venue's lo-
cation, with major roads, 
a railway station and Ra-
jghat nearby, made it con-
venient for people travel-
ling from different parts 
of the country. (IANS)

Sonia Gandhi

J&K CM Omar Abdullah inducts 
4 new ministers, drops Satish 

SRINAGAR, OCT 27 
In the first cabinet ex-
pansion by J&K Chief 
Minister Omar Abdul-
lah, four National Con-
ference (NC) legislators 
- Ali Mohammad Sagar, 
Mir Saifullah, Shamima 
Firdous and Altaf Ah-
mad Wani, also known 
as Kaloo- were sworn in 
as ministers on Tuesday

All four are from the 
Kashmir Valley.

The Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, Manoj Sinha, 
administered the oath 
of office and secrecy 
to the newly inducted 
Ministers of the Jammu 
& Kashmir Council of 
Ministers at a swearing-
in ceremony held at Lok 
Bhavan on Tuesday. The 
Chief Minister, Omar 
Abdullah, was also pres-

ent on the occasion.
The ceremony was at-

tended by Speaker, J&K 
Legislative Assembly Ab-
dul Rahim Rather, JKNC 
President, Farooq Abdul-
lah, Deputy Chief Min-
ister Surinder Kumar 
Choudhary, Ministers 
Sakeena Masood Itoo, Ja-
ved Ahmed Rana, and Ja-
vid Ahmad Dar, Member 
of Parliament Gurvinder 
Singh Oberoi, along with 
several dignitaries and 

senior officials.
The newly inducted 

ministers include veter-
an politician Ali Moham-
mad Sagar, MLA from 
Khanyar in Srinagar; 
Mir Saifullah, MLA from 
Trehgam; Altaf Ahmad 
Kaloo, MLA from Pa-
halgam; and Shamima 
Firdous, MLA from Hab-
bakadal in Srinagar. 
Sagar and Saifullah 
had previously served 
as ministers in Omar 

Abdullah's government 
from 2008 to 2014.

With these four induc-
tions and the dropping 
of Satish Sharma, the 
Council of Ministers 
now has nine members, 
including the Chief Min-
ister, which is the maxi-
mum permissible limit.

Omar Abdullah 
dropped independent 
legislator Satish Sharma 
from his council of min-
isters, leaving mainland 
Jammu without repre-
sentation in the Cabi-
net. Sharma held the 
portfolios of Food, Civil 
Supplies and Consumer 
Affairs; Transport; Sci-
ence and Technology; 
Information Technol-
ogy; Youth Services and 
Sports; and ARI and 
Trainings. (IANS)

MP govt transfer 
5 IAS officers
BHOPAL, OCTOBER 27 
The Madhya Pradesh 
government has ordered 
temporary postings of 
five senior officers on a 
stop-gap basis until fur-
ther orders.

The General Admin-
istration Department is-
sued the directive on 27 
October 2026, transfer-
ring the officers to new 
responsibilities across 
the state.

According to the or-
der, Pratibha Pal (2012 
batch), currently serving 
as Collector of Sagar dis-
trict, has been posted as 
Managing Director of the 
Madhya Pradesh State 
Tourism Development 
Corporation in Bhopal. 
The posting is against the 
cadre post of Additional 
Secretary in the state 
government. (IANS/UNI)

Naidu govt. resorting undemocratic tactics 
to win local body polls: Jagan 

Punjab BJP slams AAP, Congress 
ruckus in Assembly on last day

KADAPA, OCT 27 
Former Chief Minister 
and YSRCP President 
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy 
on Tuesday lambasted 
the Naidu government, 
accusing it of unfair 
conduct in the civic elec-
tions by resorting to un-
democratic tactics.

Addressing party 
cadre in his home con-
stituency Pulivendula, 
Jagan alleged that the 
nomination process it-
self witnessed irregulat-
iries and intimidation 
to prevent opposition 
candidates from filign 
their papers. "Unable to 
face the YSRCP, Chan-
drababu Naidu is using 
power to manipulate 
elections, while sections 
of the media are support-
ing the ruling party," he 

claimed.
The former Chief Min-

ister charged that YS-
RCP women candidates 
were stopped at check-
posts and on roads, at-
tacked by TDP goons 
and subjected to saree-
pulling, preventing 
them from filing their 
nomination papers.

"In Pulivendula town, 
nominations could be 
filed in only 20 of 40 
wards. Of seven ZPTC 
seats, contests were 
allowed in only four. 
Nomination papers 
were snatched and torn, 
while others were reject-
ed during scrutiny. On 
October 17, candidates 
were stopped in the 
morning and again in 
the afternoon. The YSR-
CP asked police to trans-
port the candidates and 
facilitate nominations, 
but police refused," he 
alleged.

"The police fired 37 
rounds, injuring two 
persons in the legs. 
Twenty stun shells, 
40 smoke shells and 
seven hand grenades 
were used. Was filing a 

nomination a crime? At-
tempt-to-murder cases 
were registered against 
924 people in Puliven-
dula after police fired on 
YSRCP workers," Jagan 
claimed.

Even after Supreme 
Court directions, the sit-
uation has not changed 
as the SEC, Collectors 
or SPs are working on 
the directions of Naidu, 
he said. "Our nomina-
tion papers were torn 
in the presence of police 
and officials. Our rights 
were snatched away. 
If tomorrow the same 
happens to our property 
documents, what will be 
the situation?" People 
are left to fend for them-
selves and protect their 
rights and Democracy, 
he added. (IANS)

CHANDIGARH, OCT 27 
Punjab BJP President 
Kewal Singh Dhillon 
slammed the Aam Aad-
mi Party (AAP) and the 
Congress for engaging in 
political bickering and 
creating a ruckus on the 
final day of the five-day 
Assembly session in-
stead of focusing on the 
pressing issues facing 
Punjab.

Dhillon said that on the 
concluding day of the ses-
sion, both parties chose 
to engage in mudsling-
ing against each other 
instead of addressing 
Punjab’s pressing issues, 
describing their conduct 
as highly condemnable.

He said that the dignity 
and decorum of the leg-
islative Assembly were 
also disregarded.

“Crores of rupees are 
spent on each Assem-
bly session, funded by 
the taxpayers of Punjab. 
However, instead of rais-
ing serious public issues, 
both parties wasted this 
valuable time in mutual 
bickering,” the state BJP 
chief said in a statement.

He said that Punjab is 
currently grappling with 

the drug menace, dete-
riorating law and order, 
gangsterism, rising debt, 
and a worsening finan-
cial situation. However, 
no meaningful discus-
sion on these serious is-
sues took place during 
the entire five-day ses-
sion.

Dhillon alleged that 
the Aam Aadmi Party 

government was evading 
discussion on these cru-
cial issues because it had 
no answers to the ques-
tions being raised by the 
people.

He asserted that the 
people of Punjab would 
not allow the govern-
ment to continue evading 
accountability.

He said the govern-
ment will be held ac-
countable for every be-
trayal of Punjab. The 
BJP will continue to 
raise these issues on ev-
ery platform, serving as 
the voice of the people of 
Punjab.

Meanwhile, Dhillon 
slammed the government 
over the deteriorating law 
and order situation, de-
scribing it as a failure on 
every front. (IANS/UNI)

 YS Jagan Mohan Reddy
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PM Modi and Liechtenstein's Prince discuss 
deepening cooperation across sectors

NEW DELHI, OCT 27 
Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi held a meet-
ing with Liechtenstein's 
Prince Alois and Prin-
cess Sophie at the Hy-
derabad House in New 
Delhi on Tuesday, dis-
cussing ways to further 
deepen cooperation in 
trade, innovation, sci-
ence and technology, 
skill development and 
people-to-people ties.

During the meeting, 
the two sides reaffirmed 
their commitment to 
working together to 
reform and strengthen 
multilateral institu-
tions, including the 
United Nations. They 

welcomed the positive 
momentum generated 
by the India-European 

Free Trade Associa-
tion (EFTA) Trade and 
Economic Partnership 

Agreement (TEPA) and 
reaffirmed their com-
mitment to strengthen 

bilateral partnership.
"PM Narendra Modi 

held extensive discus-
sions with H.S.H. He-
reditary Prince Alois 
of Liechtenstein and 
H.R.H. Hereditary Prin-
cess Sophie at Hyder-
abad House today. The 
leaders reviewed the en-
tire spectrum of India–
Liechtenstein relations 
and discussed ways to 
further deepen coop-
eration in trade and in-
vestment, innovation, 
science and technology, 
skill development and 
people-to-people ties," 
the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs (MEA) wrote 
on X. (IANS)

Govt issues notification for first set of 
GST changes to kick in on Nov 1

NEW DELHI, OCT 27 
The new Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) re-
forms for post-sale dis-
counts and speeding up 
provisional refunds for 
businesses facing in-
verted duty structures 
will come into effect 
from November 1, 2026, 
as the Central Board of 
Indirect Taxes and Cus-
toms (CBIC) has issued 
the required notifica-
tions dated Oct 26.

Simplified rules and 
credit note provisions 
that come into effect 
from next month will 
make it easier for dis-
tributors and retailers 
to manage discounts.

Businesses facing an 
inverted duty structure 
(where GST on inputs 
is higher than GST on 
outputs) can claim 90 

per cent provisional re-
funds upfront, subject 
to risk checks.

In a major relief for 
small exporters, the 
previous minimum 
limit of 1,000 for tax-
paid export refunds 
is removed, allowing 
small courier and post-

al exporters to claim 
refunds without a mini-
mum threshold.

As far as intermedi-
ary services are con-
cerned, the "place of 
supply" for services 
provided through in-
termediaries shifts to 
the location of the ser-

vice recipient rather 
than the intermediary, 
giving Indian service 
exporters better clar-
ity.

The next set of 
changes, which involve 
major structural and 
procedural reforms re-
quiring formal legisla-

tive amendments to the 
GST laws, are targeted 
for implementation on 
April 1, 2027.

The decisions stem 
from the 57th GST 
Council meeting held 
on October 8, 2026, in 
New Delhi under the 
chairmanship of Union 
Finance and Corporate 
Affairs Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman. The 
meeting concentrated 
on process and struc-
tural reforms to cut 
taxpayer compliance 
burden, smooth the 
flow of input tax credit 
(ITC), and speed up re-
funds.

The rollout of these 
GST reforms will hap-
pen in stages based on 
the system upgrades 
needed, a senior offi-
cial said. (IANS)

Ranchi court clears way 
for trial of 12 accused 

524 arrested in Assam 
child marriage drive

RANCHI, OCT 27 
A special court in Ran-
chi on Tuesday cleared 
the way for the trial of 
12 accused, including 
former JPSC Chairman 
L. Khiangte and former 
Deputy Examination 
Controller Shweta Ku-
mari Gupta, in a high 
profile Jharkhand Pub-
lic Service Commission 
(JPSC) exam scam.

The court took cog-
nisance of a 97-page 
charge sheet filed by 
the CID after the state 
government granted the 
prosecution sanction to 
go ahead.

The next hearing has 
been fixed on November 
10.

The other accused in-
clude Ramveer Singh, 
Director of private ex-
amination agency TDPL; 
its Marketing Manager 
and alleged mastermind 

Abhay Kumar Tiwari; 
agency employees Mo-
hammed Usman and 
Mohammed Ebad; and 
Hemant Kumar Verma, 
Pradeep Kumar Singh, 
Sanjay Kumar, Suman 
Saurabh and Arvind 
Kumar. (IANS)

GUWAHATI, OCT 27 
Assam Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma on 
Tuesday said 524 people 
had been arrested and 441 
cases registered under 
the ongoing crackdown 
on child marriage in the 
state, asserting that the 
government would not 
spare anyone involved in 
the illegal practice.

 In a post on social me-
dia platform X, Sarma 
shared an update on the 
ongoing enforcement 
drive, stating that the fig-
ures were recorded as of 5 
p.m. on Tuesday. "We will 
not spare anyone involved 
in this heinous crime and 
ensure that Assam is free 

from Child Marriage," the 
Chief Minister said.

The latest update comes 
amid the state govern-
ment's renewed efforts 
to curb child marriage 
through police action and 
legal proceedings against 
those allegedly involved 
in facilitating or solem-
nising such marriages.

Sarma also shared a 
post highlighting that the 
crackdown had begun 
earlier than some people 
expected. Referring to 
speculation that the next 
phase of the operation 
would start in November, 
he indicated that enforce-
ment action was already 
underway. (IANS/UNI)

Actor Imran Khan gets major relief 
as Bombay HC stays 'Leave India' notice
MUMBAI, OCT 27 
Bollywood actor Imran 
Khan secured interim 
relief from the Bombay 
High Court on Tuesday 
as the court stayed the 
implementation of a 
'Leave India' notice is-
sued against him by the 
Centre.

A division bench of 
the High Court, hearing 
Khan's petition challeng-
ing the notice, directed 
that no coercive action 
be taken against him un-
til the next hearing.

The court also stayed 
the operation of the im-
pugned notice, which 
had required the actor 
to leave India by Octo-
ber 28.

During the hearing, 

the Additional Solici-
tor General (ASG), ap-
pearing for the Centre, 
sought time and request-
ed that the matter be ad-
journed until next week.

The ASG also gave a 
verbal assurance to the 
court that no punitive 

action would be initi-
ated against Khan in the 
meantime.

Taking note of the 
submissions, the court 
scheduled the next hear-
ing for November 2 at 3 
p.m. and granted inter-
im protection to the ac-
tor by keeping the notice 
in abeyance until then.

The controversy stems 
from a notice issued to 
Khan following his par-
ticipation in a protest de-
manding the resignation 
of Chief Election Com-
missioner Gyanesh Ku-
mar. Authorities alleged 
that Khan violated pro-
visions of the Foreigners 
Act by taking part in a 
political demonstration 
despite not being an In-

dian citizen.
Khan, however, chal-

lenged the action before 
the High Court, arguing 
that the order was arbi-
trary and violated prin-
ciples of natural justice. 
In his petition, he con-
tended that he was given 
only 14 days to leave the 
country without any pri-
or inquiry, show-cause 
notice, or opportunity to 
present his case.

The petition further 
stated that the protest 
was held at a location 
that was not designat-
ed as a restricted area 
and that Khan had not 
breached any barri-
cades or violated any 
law during the demon-
stration. (IANS/UNI)

Vande Mataram Row: 
SC seeks centre’s reply

SC rejects Asaram’s plea 
for parole extension

PARMOD KUMAR
NEW DELHI, OCT. 27 
The Supreme Court 
on Tuesday sought the 
Central government's 
response on two peti-
tions challenging the 
union Home Ministry's 
January 28 and July 9, 
2026 orders requiring 
all six stanzas of Vande 
Mataram to be sung at 
formal State functions, 
with the petitioners 
seeking quashing of the 
orders on the ground 
that they depart from 
the long-standing prac-
tice of using the two-
stanza version of the 
national song.

A bench comprising 
Chief Justice Surya 
Kant, Justices Joymalya 
Bagchi and V Mohana 
issued notice on peti-
tions filed by Nagpur-
based Buddhist and 
civil rights activist B D 
Borkar and former IAS 
officer Balakrishnan 
Sathyabhama Mavoji.

Borkar has contend-
ed that the two orders 
replace a 79-year-old 
practice of singing the 
standalone two-stanza 

version of Vande Mata-
ram with the full six-
stanza version, which, 
according to his plea, 
contains religious and 
anti-Muslim references. 
He has described the 
two government orders 
as "Islamophobic".

His petition states 
that the two-stanza ver-
sion, written before 
Bankim Chandra Chat-
terjee's novel Anan-
damath, is a tribute to 
the natural landscape 
and does not invoke 
any deity or sectarian 
conflict. It alleges that 
the later stanzas incor-
porated in Anandamath 
invoke Hindu goddess-
es and are embedded 
in a narrative directed 
against Muslims.

Mavoji, who heads 

the Anupathika Prath-
inidhya Prakshobha 
Samithi, has challenged 
the compulsory sing-
ing or playing of all six 
stanzas as violative of 
freedom of religion and 
conscience and con-
trary to the constitu-
tional values of secular-
ism and fraternity.

He has submitted that 
he belongs to a Sched-
uled Caste Hindu com-
munity which, accord-
ing to the plea, rejects 
Vaishnavite, Saktheya 
and other sectarian 
theistic practices. Ma-
voji contends that such 
religious elements un-
derpin Anandamath 
and the later stanzas of 
Vande Mataram, which 
he has characterised as 
a "religious war song".

His plea also main-
tains that there was no 
express constitutional 
or statutory decision 
declaring the full six-
stanza version as the 
national song and that 
the two-stanza version 
came to be recognised 
through long-standing 
practice. (IANS)

JAIPUR, OCT 27 
The Supreme Court has 
rejected Asaram’s plea 
seeking an extension 
of his medical parole, 
directing him to sur-
render upon the expiry 
of the existing period. 
He must surrender by 5 
p.m. on Tuesday.

Asaram is serving a 
life sentence in a 2013 
rape case involving a 
minor in Rajasthan. 
He was convicted by a 
POCSO court in Jodh-
pur and sentenced to 
life imprisonment for 
raping a teen girl in his 
ashram. He is serving a 
life sentence in Central 
Jail, Jodhpur.

The Rajasthan High 
Court had granted him 
20 days of parole on 
October 6, which now 
expires.

His counsel ap-
proached the Supreme 
Court, seeking an ex-
tension on medical 
grounds. According to 
the plea, Asaram is un-
dergoing treatment at 
the Government Dhan-
wantari Ayurvedic 
Hospital in Ujjain, 
Madhya Pradesh.

His counsel argued 
that his treatment was 
continuing and re-
quested additional time 
on medical grounds.

The Supreme Court 
declined to extend the 
parole period. Howev-
er, it directed the Raj-
asthan government to 
ensure that Asaram’s 
medical needs were ad-
equately addressed.

The Supreme Court 
rejected Asaram’s plea 
seeking an extension of 
his medical parole, di-
recting him to surren-
der by 5 p.m. on Tues-
day as his parole has 
already expired.

Significantly, the Su-
preme Court will hear 
his appeal against con-
viction on November 6 

after parole ends on Oc-
tober 27.

The Supreme Court 
has directed its Regis-
try to summon the trial 
court records, in both 
physical and digital 
form, in the appeal filed 
by Asaram against his 
conviction for sexually 
assaulting the minor 
devotee in Jodhpur in 
2013. The Court listed 
the matter for further 
hearing on November 6 
at 2 p.m.

Earlier, the Gujarat 
High Court had reject-
ed an interim bail plea 
of the self-styled god-
man, who had sought 
20 days of temporary 
release on humanitar-
ian grounds to meet 
his 83-year-old wife, 
who is undergoing 
treatment at a hospi-
tal. However, the court 
allowed him to seek 
permission to speak to 
her through video con-
ferencing.

Asaram was convict-
ed by a trial court in Gu-
jarat for raping a wom-
an disciple on several 
occasions at his Surat 
ashram in 2013. (IANS)

PM Narendra Modi meets the Hereditary Prince Alois of Liechtenstein 
at Hyderabad House, in New Delhi.

Asaram 

JPSC EXAM SCAM

India-Indonesia 
exercise Garuda 
Shakti

NEW DELHI, OCT 27 
The 11th edition of the 
India-Indonesia Joint 
Special Forces Exercise, 
Garuda Shakti, com-
menced at Banyuwangi 
in Indonesia on Tues-
day, with troops from 
the Indian Army's Para-
chute Regiment (Special 
Forces) and Indonesian 
Special Forces partici-
pating in the joint train-
ing exercise.

The exercise, being 
conducted from October 
27 to November 6, aims 
to enhance mutual un-
derstanding, coopera-
tion and operational in-
teroperability between 
the Special Forces of the 
two countries.

The training pro-
gramme focuses on 
special operations in 
jungle terrain, with 
troops undertaking ex-
ercises involving ob-
stacle crossing, combat 
marksmanship, moun-
taineering, air assault 
and combat-hardening 
drills.

The contingents will 
also exchange exper-
tise and information 
on weapons, equipment 
and operational proce-
dures.

The joint training will 
culminate in a valida-
tion exercise involving 
simulated operational 
scenarios to assess the 
endurance, coordina-
tion and combat readi-
ness of both contin-
gents. (IANS/UNI)

 Imran Khan

Several flights from Vizag, 
Vijayawada cancelled

VISAKHAPATNAM, OCT 27 
Very severe cyclonic 
storm ‘Arnab’ in the Bay 
of Bengal has disrupted 
air services in Andhra 
Pradesh, with airlines 
cancelling several flights 
at Alluri Sitarama Raju 
International Airport 
at Bhogapuram near 
Visakhapatnam and Vi-
jayawada International 
Airport on Tuesday.

With heavy rains ac-
companied by gusty 
winds lashing the 
coastal region under the 
impact of the cyclone 
on Tuesday, various 
airlines have cancelled 
their services as a pre-
cautionary measure.

Sixteen flights sched-
uled to depart from Bhoga-
puram on Tuesday have 
been cancelled. Services 

to destinations like Del-
hi, Hyderabad, Kurnool, 
Tirupati, Bengaluru, Kol-
kata and Chennai were 
cancelled. Five flights 
from Gannavaram Air-
port in Vijayawada were 
also cancelled in view 
of the cyclone. Airlines 
have cancelled Chennai, 
Hyderabad, Bengaluru, 
Kadapa and Bhogapuram 
flights. With the cyclone 
set to cross the coast on 
Wednesday, more flights 
are likely to be can-
celled. Authorities had 
already issued an advi-
sory that, in view of the 
approaching cyclonic 
weather, heavy rainfall 
and strong winds may af-
fect flight schedules and 
travel to and from Alluri 
Sitarama Raju Interna-
tional Airport. (IANS)

CYCLONE ‘ARNAB’ 
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The global debate on artifi cial intelligence (AI) governance is increasingly 
shaped by competing approaches from the United States and China. At 
their September 2026 meeting in Washington, US President Donald Trump 

rejected attempts to establish a “globalist” framework for governing AI, while Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping called for cooperation to prevent misuse and keep the 
technology under human control. The two sides also established a USA-China AI 
dialogue track centred on an incident hotline, highlighting the need for crisis com-
munication despite their differences.

China has pursued a parallel institutional approach through the World Artifi cial 
Intelligence Cooperation Organisation (WAICO), whose founding agreement was 
signed by 35 states on July 16, 2026. Headquartered in China, the organisation pro-
motes AI cooperation without political or value-based conditions, with an empha-
sis on narrowing the technological gap between developed and developing coun-
tries. Its membership includes most BRICS countries except India and overlaps 
substantially with partners in China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and Digital 
Silk Road (DSR), raising questions about the relationship between technological 
dependence and support for Beijing’s governance model.

China has consistently advocated human-centred AI, ethical safeguards and mul-
tilateral cooperation in international forums, including the UN General Assembly’s 
First Committee, the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons’ discussions 
on lethal autonomous weapons systems and the Responsible AI in the Military Do-
main (REAIM) process. Its 2023 Global AI Governance Initiative and 2025 Global AI 
Governance Action Plan emphasised state sovereignty and the central role of the 
United Nations. However, China’s proposals have generally avoided specifi c limits 
on military applications and intrusive verifi cation mechanisms. Neither China nor 
the US signed the fi nal declaration at the 2026 REAIM Summit in Spain, illustrating 
the diffi culty of translating broad principles into concrete commitments.

WAICO seeks to extend China’s infl uence through development partnerships 
and institutional cooperation. Xi described its establishment as a milestone in AI 
development and pledged 5,000 training places for developing countries, along-
side proposed cooperation centres with the Association of Southeast Asian Na-
tions (ASEAN), the African Union and BRICS. Analysts view the organisation as a 
potential counterweight to the US-led Pax Silica initiative, which focuses on se-
curing AI supply chains among a narrower group of partners. However, WAICO’s 
long-term effectiveness remains uncertain because questions concerning fund-
ing, decision-making and enforcement mechanisms remain unresolved.

Military AI represents a signifi cant gap in the emerging governance architec-
ture. Autonomous drone swarms, AI-assisted targeting and algorithmic logistics 
are becoming increasingly relevant to modern warfare, yet WAICO largely leaves 
military applications outside its agenda. China’s civilian technology partnerships 
also have potential dual-use implications. Pakistan, a WAICO founding member 
and major DSR partner, has acquired Chinese satellite capabilities that analysts 
say could support military data fusion and network-centric operations. Chinese 
smart-surveillance and safe-city systems have also spread across African coun-
tries, including Nigeria, Zambia, Kenya and Egypt, demonstrating how civilian in-
frastructure can have wider security applications.

China is also advancing AI integration within its armed forces through its in-
telligentised warfare doctrine and military-civil fusion strategy. Reports indicate 
that the People’s Liberation Army is testing DeepSeek-based systems for planning 
and decision support, while defence conglomerate Norinco has displayed an AI-
enabled combat-support vehicle. These developments suggest that military de-
ployment is progressing alongside, rather than waiting for, international gover-
nance arrangements. The principal high-level US-China commitment on military 
AI remains their 2024 pledge to maintain human control over decisions involving 
nuclear weapons. The extent to which either country will support broader, en-
forceable restrictions remains an open question.

The emerging AI order therefore comprises competing governance models. The 
US combines domestic regulation with initiatives such as Pax Silica, while China 
promotes an inclusive framework emphasising sovereignty, development and 
fl exibility. UN-led initiatives, including the Independent International Scientifi c 
Panel on AI and the Global Dialogue on AI Governance, offer broader participa-
tion but lack binding enforcement powers. Carnegie analyst Scott Singer has ar-
gued that practical cooperation may be more achievable through technical chan-
nels insulated from wider geopolitical tensions than through ambitious political 
agreements. The challenge is to ensure that widely supported principles translate 
into meaningful safeguards and accountability.

Competing AI governance models 
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JAYANTA GHOSAL

BJP state president 
Samik Bhattacha-
rya has made the 

party's position clear, 
saying that the BJP will 
contest the Kolkata Mu-
nicipal Corporation elec-
tion independently and 
does not need any other 
party's support. Accord-
ing to this position, there 
will be no coalition or 
electoral adjustment with 
any faction of the Trin-
amool Congress. How-
ever, on the occasion of 
Lakshmi Puja on Sun-
day, Adhikari visited the 
North Kolkata residence 
of MP and NCPI leader 
Sudip Bandyopadhyay at 
his invitation. He was ac-
companied by Transport 
Minister Arjun Singh.

The BJP had so far been 
maintaining a distance 
from the TMC. Former 
BJP state president and 
Union Minister of State 
Sukanta Majumdar had 
also said that dissident 
Trinamool workers may 
ring the BJP's doorbell, 
but the party will not 
open the door to them.

The BJP's public posi-
tion is therefore unam-
biguous: it intends to 
fi ght the civic elections on 

its own and does not want 
to be seen as accommo-
dating disgruntled Trin-
amool leaders simply to 
strengthen its electoral 
prospects.

But how much of this 
confi dence refl ects the 
party's actual internal as-
sessment, and how much 
is intended to shape pub-
lic perception before the 
elections?

The BJP believes it can 
perform exceptionally 
well in the coming civic 
polls, drawing confi dence 
from its recent electoral 
performance, including 
the Assembly by-elec-
tions. The real question is 
whether this confi dence 
is backed by a detailed 
understanding of the 
ground situation or is pri-
marily part of the party's 
public messaging.

The internal electoral 
strategy will be crucial 
in determining whether 
the BJP can translate its 
political momentum into 
victories at the municipal 
level.

The upcoming con-
test is not limited to the 
Kolkata Municipal Cor-
poration. According to 
the election preparations 
reported so far, the fi rst 

phase is expected to cover 
seven urban local bodies: 
the Kolkata and Howrah 
municipal corporations, 
along with the munici-
palities of Bally, Haldia, 
Dhupguri, Kalimpong 
and Kurseong. The State 
Election Commission has 
been preparing for the 
polls, although the fi nal 
schedule remains subject 
to offi cial notifi cation.

The elections are politi-
cally signifi cant because 
municipal bodies deal 
directly with the everyday 
concerns of urban resi-
dents. They also provide 
parties with an opportu-
nity to assess their organ-

isational strength beyond 
Assembly and parliamen-
tary elections.

For the BJP, therefore, 
the civic polls will be a 
test not only of its popu-
larity but also of its ability 
to identify suitable candi-
dates, manage local po-
litical equations and ad-
dress issues that directly 
affect voters.

The BJP's assessment 
is that the Trinamool 
Congress leadership in 
Kalighat, associated with 
Mamata Banerjee, has 
become increasingly 
disconnected from the 
realities on the ground. 
According to this view, 

the anti-incumbency that 
has accumulated over 15 
years of Trinamool rule 
remains a signifi cant fac-
tor in the political atmo-
sphere.

The BJP believes that 
this discontent extends 
to the Kolkata Munici-
pal Corporation, where 
dissatisfaction with the 
existing administration 
could create an opportu-
nity for the opposition.

Several sitting TMC 
councillors remain politi-
cally active and have es-
tablished their own local 
networks. They continue 
to hold their positions 
after the Assembly elec-

tions, and some may have 
personal support bases 
that do not depend en-
tirely on the popularity 
of the Trinamool leader-
ship.

This creates a dilemma 
for the BJP. Should it 
maintain a strict policy 
of keeping all Trinamool 
dissidents at a distance, 
or should it consider 
making room for individ-
uals who could improve 
its chances of winning 
particular wards?

The BJP is a pan-Indian 
party, and its national po-
litical identity will inevi-
tably infl uence the civic 
campaign. Moreover, 

after only fi ve months of 
governance in West Ben-
gal, the new government 
may still enjoy a degree 
of political goodwill or a 
honeymoon period.

The BJP can draw on 
its campaign against the 
previous regime, includ-
ing allegations of corrup-
tion and the anti-incum-
bency associated with 15 
years of Trinamool rule. 
These issues are likely to 
remain part of its broader 
political messaging.

However, a munici-
pal election is neither a 
national election nor an 
Assembly election. It is a 
local contest in which the 
everyday experiences of 
residents can have a de-
cisive infl uence on voting 
behaviour.

The civic elections will 
therefore test the BJP 
on two fronts. It must 
demonstrate that its 
confi dence is backed by 
a credible understand-
ing of local conditions, 
while ensuring that its 
candidate-selection strat-
egy does not contradict 
its public commitment 
to maintaining a distinct 
political identity.

There is also a possibil-
ity that some candidates 

may contest offi cially as 
independent or dissident 
Trinamool candidates, 
even if informal political 
calculations operate in 
the background. If the BJP 
does not have a strong 
candidate in a particu-
lar ward, it may decide 
that allowing a dissident 
TMC candidate to contest 
could serve its broader 
electoral interests. Such 
a candidate could po-
tentially divide the Trin-
amool vote or weaken the 
party's local organisation.

The BJP's central lead-
ership in Delhi is also 
reportedly in touch with 
some of these individuals. 
The question is whether 
these contacts will lead 
to any concrete electoral 
arrangements or remain 
informal discussions.

All these possibili-
ties are currently part 
of the BJP's wider elec-
toral calculations. Its 
fi nal strategy will de-
pend on the strength of 
its own candidates, the 
possible seat-sharing 
arrangements among 
opposition parties, the 
infl uence of dissident 
Trinamool councillors 
and the political circum-
stances in each ward.

KANWAL SIBAL

Canada has faced 
insults and con-
tempt from US 

President Donald 
Trump as well as eco-
nomic pressure. This 
has goaded Prime Min-
ister Mark Carney to 
widen his country's 
geopolitical and eco-
nomic options. At the 
Davis Economic Forum, 
he spoke of “middle 
powers” joining togeth-
er to carve out a more 
autonomous role for 
themselves at the inter-
national level.

This has triggered 
discussions on many 
platforms on the inter-
national role of “middle 
powers” in the light of 
huge geopolitical, eco-
nomic, technology and 
security disruptions 
caused by the Trump 
administration.

There is no agreed 
defi nition of the attri-
butes of “middle pow-
ers”. It would seem 
that major European 
countries, such as 
the UK, Germany and 
France, are now seen 
as “middle powers”. 
Former UK Prime Min-
ister Rishi Sunak in a 
panel discussion at the 
recent Munich Security 
Conference in Delhi on 
“middle powers” was 
comfortable with the 
idea of the UK being a 
“middle power”. Japan, 
Brazil, Turkey and In-
donesia are also classi-
fi ed as such in the cur-
rent discourse.

The genesis of this 
“middle powers” con-
cept is essentially the 
disarray in the western 
world because of the 
manner in which the 
Trump administration 
is bullying Europe and 
its other allies. Trump 
has discomposed the 
NATO alliance at a 
time when the alliance 
is deeply involved in a 
proxy war against Rus-
sia in Ukraine. Trump, 
Vance and others are 
openly interfering in 

the internal politi-
cal affairs of Europe, 
attacking personally 
some European leaders, 
supporting right wing 
parties, lambasting Eu-
ropean policies on un-
controlled migration to 
the point of wondering 
whether the European 
allies can remain de-
pendable when politi-
cal power slips eventu-
ally into the hands of 
Muslim migrants.

With Trump's hec-
toring of Europe and 
a growing recognition 
that Europe faces a 
structural change in its 
relations with the US, 
Europe sees the ne-
cessity of re-ordering 
its ties with the non-
western world. Drawing 
closer to India is an op-
tion, which explains the 
FTA with India as well 
as an intensive engage-
ment of India by major 
European countries. 
This, of course, is in In-
dia's interests too as the 
Trump administration 
has delivered serious 
blows to bilateral ties 
on a number of issues. 
Once again the issue 
of trust has arisen in 
India-US ties, which in 
the last couple of de-
cades had begun to dis-
sipate.

Is India a “middle 
power” is a question 
now being discussed 
in think tank and other 
circles. The question 
got attention when at 

the Munich Security 
Conference organised 
in New Delhi, a “middle 
powers” panel was or-
ganised in which India 
participated.

India is obviously not 
a “great power” yet. 
It is not a permanent 
member of the UN Se-
curity Council. It is, 
however, a nuclear and 
missile power as well as 
a space power. It pos-
sesses large and strong 
military although its do-
mestic defence manu-
facturing base is still de-
fi cient.  India exercises 
strategic autonomy but 
it still has many vulner-
abilities and external 
dependencies.

But India is not a 
“middle power”. Its sta-
tus is sui generis. It is 
the biggest country in 
the world population-
wise. It has a young 
population. Its econo-
my is growing, with a 
general international 
consensus that it will be 
the third largest econo-
my in the world in a few 
years. In PPP terms, In-
dia is already the third 
largest. It has very con-
siderable human talent, 
which in scale is a big 
national and even an 
international asset.

The big European 
countries are still pow-
erful but they are not 
rising powers. They are 
declining powers, with 
a declining population, 
and the issue before 

them is to manage their 
decline and preserve 
their prosperity. Un-
like India they are de-
pendent on their secu-
rity on the US. Germany 
hosts several US bases 
and US nuclear weap-
ons are stationed on its 
soil. In a sense, Germa-
ny is still an occupied 
country.

Unlike most of the 
other “middle powers” 
which are compelled 
by alliances to operate 
in blocs, India engages 
all sides, be it US, Rus-
sia and even China. 
Europe today has es-
sentially cut off ties 
with Russia.  How many 
“middle powers” have 
the capacity to straddle 
the rich North and poor 
South. India has more 
geopolitical manoeu-
vrability. That India 
has dependencies does 
not make it a “middle 
power”, as we are not 
unique in this regard 
in this interdependent 
and connected world. 
Even the hands of the 
US are tied to a degree 
because of its depen-
dence on China for crit-
ical raw materials and 
technologies.

India is a rising pow-
er. It is managing its 
security challenges, 
and serious ones at 
that, without hosting 
foreign bases on its soil 
and joining any military 
alliance. Canada and 
the European “middle 

powers”, despite two 
them being permanent 
members of the UNSC 
and nuclear powers, are 
dependent on their se-
curity on NATO which 
is US-led. They see 
themselves as “middle 
powers” bracketed by 
the US on one side and 
China on the other.

India does not have 
the same perspective. It 
defi nes itself as a civili-
sational power, which 
means that unlike the 
US which is 250 years 
old and Europe's lim-
ited historical depth as 
a civilisation (Gandhi 
disputed the idea of a 
European civilisation) 
India posits its contri-
bution to human civili-
sation over thousands 
of years, and today In-
dia believes it can con-
tribute once again glob-
ally its way of looking at 
and dealing the world 
rooted in its civilisation.

India has never seen 
itself as the centre of 
the universe, as some 
sort of a heavenly king-
dom. It has no history 
of colonialism, slavery, 
physically exterminat-
ing people, races, even 
animals, using religion 
to subjugate other peo-
ple and commit atroci-
ties in the name of faith. 
India has accepted di-
versity in thought, lan-
guage, culture and reli-
gion. Its civilisation has 
respected nature. India 
historically has been a 
strong trading nation, 
both eastwards and 
westwards.

This is the legacy that 
India as it rises can con-
tribute to the function-
ing of the global com-
munity. India can be 
a force for peace and 
stability in the world as 
it becomes more infl u-
ential.

(Kanwal Sibal was 
Foreign Secretary 

and Ambassador to 
Turkey, Egypt, France 

and Russia, and Depu-
ty Chief Of Mission in 

Washington)

BJP rules out Trinamoolisation' ahead of civic polls, but can it afford to?

Middle power myths, and why the West 
needs to stop putting India in a 'Box'
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The Department for Pro-
motion of Industry and 
Internal Trade (DPIIT) 
on Tuesday said that a 
series of reforms aimed 
at reducing regulatory 
burdens and promoting 
ease of doing business 
have helped transform 
India's business envi-
ronment from a per-
mission-based system 
to a trust-based frame-
work, driving growth 
in startups, investment, 
employment and digital 
service delivery.

According to the Com-
merce and Industry Min-
istry, DPIIT has recog-
nised more than 2.5 lakh 
startups across over 770 
districts and 56 sectors, 
which have collectively 
generated more than 
25.42 lakh jobs.

Nearly 52 per cent of 
the recognised startups 

are based in non-metro 
cities, while 48 per cent 
have at least one woman 
director, the Ministry of 
Commerce &amp; Indus-
try said.

Government-backed 
funding initiatives 
have also expanded sig-
nificantly. Under the 
Startup India Seed Fund 
Scheme, over Rs 775 
crore has been approved 
for more than 4,100 start-
ups through 244 incuba-
tors across 32 states and 
Union Territories.

The Fund of Funds 

for Startups, managed 
through SIDBI, has com-
mitted over Rs 12,600 
crore to alternative in-
vestment funds, which 
in turn have invested 
more than Rs 28,000 
crore in nearly 1,500 
startups.

The Credit Guarantee 
Scheme for Startups has 
supported over 500 loans 
worth Rs 1,662 crore, 
benefiting startups that 
employ more than 41,000 
people.

To further improve ac-
cess to finance, the gov-

ernment has doubled the 
guarantee cover avail-
able to startups from Rs 
10 crore to Rs 20 crore 
and reduced annual fees 
for priority sectors.

DPIIT said reforms 
in the startup sector in-
clude measures such as 
the abolition of angel 
tax, rationalisation of 
capital gains taxation 
for listed and unlisted 
shares and allowing in-
stitutional investors, 
including insurance 
companies and retire-
ment funds, to invest 
in alternative invest-
ment funds. More than 
4,400 startups have also 
received eligibility cer-
tification under Section 
80-IAC.

Government procure-
ment opportunities for 
startups have expanded 
sharply through the 
Government e-Mar-

ketplace (GeM). The 
number of startups reg-
istered on the platform 
has increased from 
fewer than 8,000 in 2021 
to more than 43,000, 
with cumulative orders 
worth over Rs 68,000 
crore placed by public 
buyers.

The ministry high-
lighted that regulatory 
compliance reforms have 
gathered pace, with near-
ly 48,000 compliances 
reduced across central 
ministries and states.

More than 22,000 
compliances have been 
digitised, while thou-
sands have been simpli-
fied, decriminalised or 
eliminated altogether. 
The Jan Vishwas Acts 
have decriminalised 
900 provisions under 
central laws in an effort 
to promote ease of do-
ing business. (IANS)

Startup India supports more than 2.5 lakh startups

Green hydrogen sector eyes up to 200 billion investment 
NEW DELHI, OCT 27 
India's ambitions to 
become a major pro-
ducer of green hydro-
gen will be supported 
by investments of $180 
billion-$200 billion 
through 2030, a report 
said on Tuesday.

High production 
costs, limited commis-
sioned capacity, in-
frastructure gaps and 
evolving international 
certification require-
ments remain signifi-
cant barriers to large-
scale adoption, the 
report from CARE ESG 
Ratings Limited said.

Green hydrogen is 
increasingly being 
viewed not only as a 
decarbonisation tool 

but it is also linked to 
export competitive-
ness, energy security 
and India's ability to 
establish itself as a 
competitive producer 
of low-carbon industri-

al materials.
The report highlight-

ed that sectors such 
as steel, fertilisers, re-
fining and chemicals 
could benefit from 
green hydrogen push.

Indian steel export-
ers could face esti-
mated costs of $70–190 
per metric tonne on 
EU-bound shipments, 
potentially exceeding 
$270 per metric tonne 

where default emis-
sions values apply.

The urgency is un-
derscored by the Euro-
pean Union's Carbon 
Border Adjustment 
Mechanism (CBAM), 
which could impose 
carbon-linked costs on 
exports of emissions-
intensive products.

"India's green hydro-
gen ambitions must 
translate into commer-
cially viable projects, 
supported by reliable 
offtake agreements, 
competitive production 
costs and robust infra-
structure," said Nikunj 
Dube, Chief Ratings Of-
ficer at CareEdge-ESG.

Green hydrogen cur-
rently costs nearly Rs 

350–450 per kg, com-
pared with Rs 160–200 
per kg for conventional 
grey hydrogen.

Costs could decline to 
around $2.4 per kg by 2030 
as renewable electricity 
becomes more competi-
tive, electrolyser costs 
fall and projects scale up. 
Until then, adoption will 
depend partly on policy 
support, carbon pricing 
and assured industrial 
demand.

India consumes ap-
proximately 17–19 million 
metric tonnes of ammo-
nia annually, primarily 
produced using natural 
gas. Green ammonia 
could reduce fossil-fuel 
import dependence and 
emissions. (IANS)

Defence Ministry arm, Sarvam sign 
pact for tri-service AI projects

NEW DELHI, OCT 27 
AI firm Sarvam on 
Tuesday said that it 
has signed a Memo-
randum of Under-
standing (MoU) with 
Headquarters Inte-
grated Defence Staff 
(HQ IDS) -- under the 
Defence Ministry -- 
for AI projects across 
the Indian Army, In-
dian Navy and Indian 
Air Force.

The framework 
also extends to the 
joint, tri-service and 
integrated organisa-
tions under HQ IDS, 
it said.

Under the pact, 
Sarvam will design, 

develop and deploy 
AI applications for 
operational, training 
and decision-support 
requirements of the 
three services and 
provide follow-on 
technical support.

However, work un-
der the agreement 

spans several proj-
ects across all three 
services, with HQ 
IDS facilitating the 
engagement.

The agreement is 
a step in the govern-
ment's drive towards 
Atmanirbharta in de-
fence and indigenisa-

tion of defence equip-
ment and capability.

That imperative 
now extends to ar-
tificial intelligence 
which is becoming as 
consequential to mili-
tary capability as the 
platforms it runs on.

Through the pact, 
the three services 
and joint organisa-
tions gain access to 
the same foundation 
models, agentic infra-
structure and geospa-
tial and perception 
systems. Doctrine 
and lessons learnt 
from one service's 
projects can then feed 
the next. (IANS)

 

Carbon capture, utilisation and storage 
to play key role in Net Zero vision

NEW DELHI, OCT 27
Carbon Capture, Utili-
sation and Storage 
(CCUS) is an important 
pathway for reducing 
emissions from hard-
to-abate sectors and 
can support India’s Net 
Zero by 2070 vision, 
while strengthening 
industrial competitive-
ness and resource ef-
ficiency, according to 
an official statement 
issued on Tuesday.

The government is 
fostering an ecosystem 
that brings together 
research institutions, 
public sector enter-
prises and private in-
dustry. This growing 
ecosystem spans oper-
ational projects, proj-
ects under execution 
and proposed initia-
tives across multiple 
states. These efforts 
are laying the founda-
tion for indigenous 
CCUS capabilities, 
carbon utilisation and 
secure carbon storage.

Renewable energy 
can significantly lower 
emissions, but some 
industrial processes 
cannot be easily elec-

trified. These include 
processes requiring 
very high tempera-
tures or carbon-based 
inputs. CCUS involves 
capturing carbon di-
oxide from industrial 
sources before its re-
lease into the atmo-
sphere.

The captured carbon 
dioxide can then be 
utilised in productive 
applications or stored 
securely underground. 
CCUS can, therefore, 
complement renewable 
energy and support 
India’s transition to-
wards a lower-carbon 
industrial economy.

NITI Aayog identi-
fies CCUS as critical 
for decarbonising hard-
to-abate sectors, in-
cluding steel, cement, 
oil and gas, petro-
chemicals, chemicals 
and fertilisers. These 
industries contribute 
significantly to indus-
trial emissions and 
face technological chal-
lenges in achieving 
deep decarbonisation.

CCUS can help re-
duce emissions from 
existing facilities while 

supporting the con-
tinued production of 
essential goods. It can 
also create opportuni-
ties for developing new 
technologies, infra-
structure and industri-
al capabilities in India.

By connecting car-
bon capture with 
utilisation and secure 
storage, the approach 
can address emissions 
across multiple stages. 
CCUS can thus sup-
port India’s climate 
goals while maintain-
ing industrial growth 
and economic develop-
ment, according to the 
statement.

'ESTIC-2026', the sec-
ond edition of India’s 
Emerging Science, 
Technology and Inno-
vation Conclave, is be-
ing held from October 
27–29, 2026 at Bharat 
Mandapam in the na-
tional capital.

Organised by the 
Council of Scientific 
and Industrial Research 
(CSIR), the conclave 
follows the theme “Cre-
ative Minds, Catalyzing 
Science, Empowering 
Technologies. (IANS)

Viral claims of new Rs 1,000 note debunked 
NEW DELHI, OCT 27 
The Press Informa-
tion Bureau's (PIB) 
Fact Check unit on 
Tuesday dismissed as 
fake a series of viral 
social media claims 
suggesting that a new 
Rs 1,000 currency note 
has been issued or is 
set to be introduced in 
India.

The clarification 
came after several 
posts circulated 
across platforms such 
as Instagram, X and 
Telegram, showing 
individuals holding 
a purported yellow-
coloured Rs 1,000 note.

Some social media 
users and content 
creators claimed that 
the currency note was 

newly introduced or 
would be launched on 
a specific date.

Rejecting the 
claims, PIB Fact 
Check said that the 
Reserve Bank of In-
dia (RBI) has made 
no announcement 
regarding the issu-
ance of a new Rs 1,000 
banknote.

In a post on X, the 
government agency 

urged citizens to ver-
ify information only 
through official sourc-
es and refrain from 
sharing unverified 
content online.

"Several social me-
dia posts claim that 
a new Rs 1,000 note 
has been issued. This 
claim is fake," it said.

"The RBI has made 
no announcement re-
garding the issuance 

of a new Rs 1,000 note," 
PIB Fact Check added.

The clarification 
seeks to curb misinfor-
mation surrounding 
the viral images of the 
purported banknote, 
which sparked specu-
lation among social 
media users. Authori-
ties have advised peo-
ple to exercise caution 
while consuming and 
sharing such content 
and to report suspi-
cious claims to PIB 
Fact Check.

At present, India has 
banknotes in active cir-
culation in denomina-
tions of Rs 10, Rs 20, Rs 
50, Rs 100, Rs 200 and Rs 
500 under the RBI's Ma-
hatma Gandhi (New) 
Series. (IANS/UNI)

 

Crude oil prices decline 
NEW DELHI, OCT 27 
Crude oil prices de-
creased by up to 1 per 
cent on Tuesday, ex-
tending the decline for 
the second day as high-
level diplomatic talks 
in Tehran helped tem-
per immediate supply 
disruption fears.

However, prices 
remained close to six-
month highs on persis-
tent security risks in 
the Middle East.

Brent crude futures 
-- the international oil 
benchmark -- fell as 
much as 1.17 per cent 
or $1.36 to $114.45 per 
barrel.

Similarly, US West 

Texas Intermediate 
(WTI) crude dropped 
over 1 per cent or $1.16 
to $100.60 per barrel.

The pull-back fol-
lowed a diplomatic 
meeting in Tehran 
where representatives 
from Saudi Arabia, 
Turkey and Pakistan 

held talks with Iranian 
officials to defuse re-
gional tensions, accord-
ing to reports.

Analysts said crude 
remains elevated with 
WTI around $100.90 
and Brent near $115.10. 
On MCX, immediate 
support is seen in the 

Rs 9,300-9,060 range, 
crucial for sustaining 
momentum.

"Despite concerns 
over potential renewed 
strikes against Iran, 
recovery of Middle 
Eastern crude exports 
to levels close to those 
seen before the war 
has eased some supply 
concerns. However, 
possibility of further 
geopolitical escala-
tion continues to pose 
upside risk to prices," 
analysts said

They further noted 
that crude is likely to 
remain volatile with 
developments in Middle 
Eastern supply flows 

key to its next direction.
However, Saudi of-

ficials said the visit 
sought to establish 
open negotiating chan-
nels to prevent return 
of military escalation.

Reports claim all 
four countries agreed 
to continue dialogue to 
strengthen cooperation 
on peace and security

While hopes of diplo-
matic resolution eased 
some fears of supply 
disruption, tensions 
flared again after Iran-
aligned Houthi forces 
launched renewed at-
tacks on key producer 
Saudi Arabia, limiting 
the downside. (IANS)

 

'India, Mexico can unlock 
new avenues of growth'

NEW DELHI, OCT 27 
India and Mexico can 
unlock new avenues for 
growth, build resilient 
supply chains and con-
tribute to a more dy-
namic and prosperous 
global trading order, 
Commerce Secretary 
Rajesh Agrawal said on 
Tuesday.

The Commerce Secre-
tary arrived in Mexico 
City for a two-day of-
ficial visit to advance 
trade and economic 
ties. The visit will see 
the launch of Prefer-
ential Trade Agree-
ment (PTA) negotia-
tions with the signing 
of the Terms of Refer-

ence (ToR), alongside 
engagements with the 
Mexican government 
and business commu-
nity to deepen bilateral 
cooperation. The De-
partment of Commerce 
said in a post on X that 
Agrawal held a fruitful 
discussion with Fer-
nando Gonzalez Saiffe, 
Director General for 
Asia-Pacific, Secre-
taria de Relaciones 
Exteriores (SRE), on 
India-Mexico relations 
and opportunities to 
learn from each other 
through mutual coop-
eration, leveraging our 
respective strengths 
and advancements.
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WASHINGTON, OCT 27 
President Donald Trump 
has said he will offer a $1 
million reward to anyone 
who reports voter fraud 
that leads to an arrest and 
conviction, days before 
the November 3 midterm 
elections.

Speaking to reporters 
on Monday before board-
ing Air Force One, Trump 
also said his administra-
tion was “starting that 
process” on deporting 
non-citizens who vote.

“I’m also going to be is-
suing $1 million bonus or 
reward or whatever you 
want to call it, for any-
body that reports voter 
fraud, leading to the ar-
rest and conviction of 

somebody. We’re giving 
that person $1 million,” 
Trump said.

A reporter told the 
President that he had 
“made it very clear that 
any non-citizen that 
votes would be auto-
matically deported,” and 
asked whether that would 
“clean up elections” and 

whether he should say so 
at all his rallies.

“Well, I think so. And 
we do that and we’re 
starting that process,” 
Trump replied.

The White House has 
not released details of 
how the reward would be 
paid, which agency would 
administer it, or what legal 

authority it would rest on.
Voting by non-citizens 

in federal elections is 
already a federal crime. 
Under existing law, it can 
lead to fi nes, imprison-
ment and removal from 
the country.

The remarks are ex-
pected to draw attention 
from immigrant commu-
nities, including the large 
number of Indian nation-
als living in the US on 
green cards and tempo-
rary work visas. They are 
not eligible to vote in fed-
eral elections. Communi-
ty groups have previously 
voiced concern that ag-
gressive voter-roll checks 
could wrongly fl ag natu-
ralised citizens. (IANS)

RIO DE JANEIRO, OCT 27
Brazilian Supreme 
Federal Court Justice 
Alexandre de Moraes 
has ordered defeated 
presidential candidate 
Flavio Bolsonaro to sur-
render his passports to 
the Federal Police and 
barred him from leav-
ing the country, Brazil-
ian media reported.

The confi dential 
ruling is part of an in-
vestigation involving 
Bolsonaro and lawyer 
Willer Tomaz, accord-
ing to Brazil's public 
news agency Agencia 
Brasil.

Moraes also prohib-
ited Bolsonaro from 
contacting Tomaz, Bra-

zilian media reported. 
Both men are under 
investigation by the 
Federal Police on suspi-
cion of money launder-
ing and illegal foreign 
exchange transactions, 
reports Xinhua news 

agency.
Meanwhile, Brazilian 

incumbent President 
Luiz Inacio Lula da 
Silva, candidate of the 
ruling Workers' Party, 
won Sunday's presiden-
tial runoff, according to 
results released by Bra-
zil's Superior Electoral 
Court on Sunday night.

With all the votes 
counted, Lula received 
51.79 per cent of the 
valid votes, compared 
with 48.21 per cent for 
Flavio Bolsonaro, the 
Liberal Party's presi-
dential candidate and 
son of former Brazilian 
President Jair Bolso-
naro, according to the 
offi cial tally. (IANS)

WASHINGTON, OCT 27 
Meta is facing ques-
tions from Democratic 
senators and state at-
torneys general over the 
suspension of an anti-
Trump protest group's 
Instagram account, rais-
ing concerns about the 
company's handling of 
political speech just days 
before the November 3 
congressional elections.

A coalition of 14 attor-
neys general on Monday 
demanded that Meta ex-
plain why the No Kings 
Coalition's Instagram 
account was suspended 
during nationwide dem-
onstrations on October 
17 and what safeguards 
it has put in place to pre-
vent similar disruptions.

The move followed an 

October 22 letter from 
fi ve Democratic sena-
tors to Meta CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg seeking an-
swers about the compa-
ny's automated content 
moderation systems and 
whether political organ-
isations could be wrongly 
targeted. Meta has ac-
knowledged that the sus-
pension was a mistake, 
attributing it to unusually 
high online activity that 
its systems apparently 
identifi ed as suspicious 
automated behaviour.

The No Kings Coali-
tion said its Instagram 
account was suspended 
around 1:30 p.m. East-
ern Time on October 17, 
as demonstrations were 
underway across the 
country. (IANS/UNI)

US suspends visa-free entry for Chinese 

visitors to Northern Mariana Islands
Australian PM fl ags improved security 

for politicians following attack
WASHINGTON, OCT 27 
The Trump adminis-
tration is suspending a 
programme that allowed 
prescreened Chinese na-
tionals to visit the North-
ern Mariana Islands 
without a visa, citing 
risks of espionage near 
US military bases, illegal 
onward travel to Guam 
and birth tourism.

The suspension of 
the Commonwealth of 
the Northern Mariana 
Islands (CNMI) Eco-
nomic Vitality and Se-
curity Travel Authoriza-
tion Program (EVS-TAP) 
takes effect at 2 pm EDT 
on October 30, accord-
ing to a Department of 
Homeland Security no-
tice in the Federal Regis-

ter signed by Homeland 
Security Secretary Mark-
wayne Mullin.

It applies both to new 
applicants and to “previ-
ously approved travelers 
with an existing EVS-TAP 
travel authorization”. 
Chinese nationals already 
in the CNMI under the 
programme may stay for 
their authorised period 

but “will need to obtain a 
visa for any future travel”.

The notice said that in 
fi scal year 2025, “more 
than 3,000 PRC nation-
als utilized EVS-TAP to 
enter the CNMI”. These 
travellers were vetted by 
US Customs and Border 
Protection “instead of by 
a State Department con-
sular offi cer”.

“DHS judges that PRC 
nationals are almost 
certainly exploiting EVS-
TAP,” the notice said, 
adding that the volume 
of visa-exempt entries 
“presents unacceptable 
security and law enforce-
ment risks”.

The department said 
the programme “may 
be exploited to facilitate 
PRC espionage and intel-
ligence collection direct-
ed against sensitive U.S. 
defense infrastructure in 
the region”.  It noted that 
the Department of War is 
restoring the Tinian Air 
Base, while neighbour-
ing Guam hosts several 
military installations 
“critical to homeland 
defense”. (IANS)

CANBERRA, OCT 27
Australian Prime Min-
ister Anthony Albanese 
said on Tuesday that the 
government is reviewing 
new safety measures for 
politicians after an attack 
on Member of Parliament 
(MP) Helen Haines.

Albanese told a meeting 
of his governing Labour 
Party in Canberra that he 
has asked for a review of 
MPs' security arrange-
ments to be fast-tracked 
after Haines was critically 
injured in the attack ear-
lier this month.

He said that MPs had 
proposed a series of op-
tions, including duress 
alarms or panic buttons 
to alert authorities if they 
are attacked, and pledged 

a swift government re-
sponse.

"I know so many of you 
have experienced an in-
crease in aggressive and 
threatening behavior on-
line and in person. There 
have been vile threats to-
wards you and your family 
and damage to your elec-

torate offi ces," he said.
"This is particularly 

acute for women members 
of the caucus, who often 
receive vile and misogy-
nistic threats to their safety 
and increased hatred on-
line, often of a violent and 
sexual nature," he added, 
Xinhua news agency re-

ported. Haines, who has 
served as an independent 
MP representing an area 
northeast of Melbourne 
since 2019, lost both legs 
after she was struck by a 
car outside her electorate 
offi ce on Oct. 19 in an in-
cident described by Alba-
nese as a deliberate attack.

She remained in hospi-
tal as of Tuesday in a seri-
ous but stable condition.

Minister for Finance, 
Women, Government 
Services and the Public 
Service Katy Gallagher 
said earlier on Tuesday 
that nine MPs will receive 
security upgrades at their 
electorate offi ces after 
they raised concerns in 
the wake of the attack on 
Haines. (IANS/UNI)

Bars him from leaving country

Meta faces scrutiny 
over political speech

Trump announces $1 million reward for 
voter fraud tips ahead of midterms

Brazil's SC orders Flavio Bolsonaro 

to surrender passports

HELSINKI, OCT 26 
Swedish Centre Party 
leader Elisabeth Thand 
Ringqvist said on Mon-
day that there was in-
suffi cient parliamen-
tary support to form a 
centrist government, 
highlighting the con-
tinuing deadlock in the 
country's government 
formation process.

Thand Ringqvist 
made the remarks at a 
press conference after 
meeting Parliament 
Speaker Andreas Norlen 
to report on her explor-
atory talks with other 
political parties.

She said that while 
centrist policies have 
majority support in par-
liament, support for co-
operation in a coalition 
government was insuf-
fi cient, Xinhua News 
Agency reported.

The Centre Party 
leader described her 
discussions with other 
parties as open and 
constructive but ac-
knowledged that major 
political divisions re-
mained unresolved.

She reiterated her 
party's opposition to 
allowing either the Left 
Party or the Sweden 
Democrats to enter gov-
ernment, urging other 
parties to reconsider 
their political red lines 
to break the impasse.

Her talks explored the 

possibility of a govern-
ment involving the So-
cial Democratic Party, 
the Green Party, the 
Centre Party, the Liberal 
Party and the Christian 
Democrats, with Social 
Democratic leader Mag-
dalena Andersson as a 
potential prime minis-
ter, according to Swed-
ish Television (SVT). 
"We were prepared to 
allow a single-party So-
cial Democratic govern-

ment to take offi ce, but 
this was blocked by the 
Left Party and the Green 
Party," she told SVT.

Thand Ringqvist also 
called on the Social 
Democrats to clarify 
what kind of govern-
ment they intended to 
form, saying this would 

help move negotiations 
forward.

She said the matter 
was now back in the 
hands of the speaker.

In a statement is-
sued on Monday, Nor-
len said he would hold 
telephone consultations 
with party leaders to 
discuss the next steps in 
the government forma-
tion process. No further 
decision was immedi-
ately announced. (IANS)

Sweden's gov't formation 

remains deadlocked 

Nepal on high alert 
as Cyclone 'Arnab' 

KATHMANDU, OCT 27 
Nepal's National Di-
saster Risk Reduction 
and Management Au-
thority (NDRRMA) has 
urged authorities and 
the public to remain on 
high alert from Octo-
ber 29 to 31 as Cyclone 
'Arnab', brewing over 
the Bay of Bengal, is ex-
pected to bring rainfall, 
strong winds and thun-
derstorms across several 
parts of the country.

According to a special 
post-monsoon bulletin 
issued by the Depart-
ment of Hydrology and 
Meteorology, the cyclone 
is likely to make landfall 
in India on October 28, 
with its effects expected 
to reach the country from 
the night of October 29.

On October 30 and 31, 
Koshi, Bagmati, Mad-
hesh, Gandaki and Lum-
bini provinces are likely 
to experience moderate 
rainfall in many places 
and heavy rain in some 
areas. Simultaneously, 
Karnali and Sudurpash-
chim provinces may also 
receive moderate rain, 
with heavy rainfall possi-
ble at isolated locations.

Moreover, high-hill 
and Himalayan areas 
face risks of heavy snow-
fall, snowstorms and 
avalanches, Nepal news 
reported.

The authority has ad-
vised tourists to avoid 
high-altitude travel, 
urged people to stay 
away from fl ood-prone 
riverbanks. (IANS/UNI)

India decries 'disguised, de facto veto' 
preventing UNSC reform advancing

UNITED NATIONS, OCT 27 
India has decried the "dis-
guised, de facto veto" that 
is preventing the Security 
Council reform process 
from going forward.

During the General As-
sembly debate on Mon-
day on the veto rights of 
the fi ve permanent mem-
bers, India's Permanent 
Representative P. Harish 
pointed out that this issue 
was one of the matters be-
fore the Intergovernmen-
tal Negotiations (IGN) for 
Security Council reforms, 
but the process stalled 
due to a virtual veto that 
some countries are using.

"The argument of con-
sensus has been har-
nessed as a disguised, de 
facto veto in the IGN pro-

cess as well", he said.
A small group of coun-

tries that call themselves 
Uniting for Consensus 
has blocked the IGN from 
adopting a negotiating 
text by using procedural 
manoeuvres.

The group is led by Italy 
and includes Pakistan.

The 2008 General As-
sembly resolution that is 
"the foundational deci-
sion for the IGN, is clear: 
the guiding principle is 
the widest possible politi-
cal acceptance, not con-
sensus", Harish said.

But even after 17 cycles 
of the negotiations, "we 

have no outcome to show 
for it" because of the de 
facto veto, which has no 
basis in the resolution 
constituting the IGN, he 
pointed out.

The starting point for 
comprehensive reforms 
"is early commence-
ment of text-based ne-
gotiations, with clearly 
defi ned timelines and 
milestones", he said.

There are also other 
secret vetoes that are not 
sanctioned by the UN 
Charter, yet even non-
permanent members are 
allowed them in certain 
vital matters.

Pointing these out, 
Harish said, "The veto is 
not only what is cast in 
the open. There is also 

the 'effective or de facto 
veto' that every Coun-
cil member, elected and 
non-elected, holds over 
presidential statements, 
press statements and the 
decisions of sanctions 
committees". This is be-
cause of "the unwritten 
rule of consensus allows a 
single member to hold or 
block a proposal, most of-
ten without explanation".

China has at times 
blocked the sanctioning 
of Pakistan-based terror-
ists like Zaki-ur-Rehman 
Lakhvi and Shahid Mah-
mood of the Lashkar-e-
Taiba, and Sajid Mir and 
Masood Azhar of Jash-e-
Mohamad in the secret 
meetings of the sanctions 
committee. (IANS/UNI)

The Social Democra  c Party, Le   Party, 
Green Party and Centre Party together won 
176 seats in the 349-member parliament in 

September's elec  on, giving them a nar-
row majority but leaving them divided over 

the composi  on of a new government.

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
LONDON, OCT 27
UK anti-terrorism po-
lice said Tuesday that 
two men have been 
charged with national 
security offenses after 
an incident last month 
at a British air base used 
by the United States.
The head of National 
Counter Terrorism Po-
licing, Laurence Taylor, 
said two British nation-
als have been charged: 
one with assisting a 
foreign intelligence 
service, believed to be 
in Iran, and another 
with entering a prohib-
ited place for a purpose 
“prejudicial” to the UK. 
Dozens of residents were 
evacuated and a large 
cordon was put up in the 
area around the base. 

Two charged in UK 

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
MOGADISHU, OCT 27 
Clashes between So-
mali government forces 
and militants from the 
Al-Shabab insurgent 
group on Monday may 
have left dozens dead, 
according to accounts 
given later by both sides.

The Al-Qaeda-linked 
group has been fi ghting 
the government for two 
decades and still con-
trols large swathes of 
central Somalia despite 
a massive international 
operation against it.   It 
said it launched an at-
tack on Monday after-
noon on Turkish-trained 
government troops and 
an allied militia in the 
Lower Shabelle region, 
resulting in the deaths 
of 321 troops.

Many killed in 
Somali clash 

 India's Permanent Representative P. Harish

Flavio Bolsonaro

w

Australian PM Anthony Albanese



ARAB WORLD 9
HYDERABAD www.thefreedompress.in

WEDNESDAY 28 OCTOBER 2026

THE

FREEDOM PRESS

Netanyahu dismisses suggestion by IDF 

chief to end army's Hebron operation
TEL AVIV, OCT 27 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu 
has reportedly rejected 
a recommendation from 
the IDF Chief of Staff Lt 
Gen Eyal Zamir to end 
the military operation 
in the occupied West 
Bank city of Hebron, 
despite the army chief's 
assessment that its ob-
jectives had been met.

Israel's Kan public 
broadcaster reported 
that the military had 
wanted to announce the 
operation's conclusion 
as early as Saturday 
night, after completing 
a day of house searches. 
Netanyahu, however, 
insisted that the raid 

continue ahead of Tues-
day's election.

Around 3,000 Pal-
estinians have been 
displaced from their 
homes in the Hebron 
area since the opera-
tion began following a 
shooting attack by Pal-
estinian gunmen at a 
checkpoint that killed 

two Israeli soldiers.
During a security as-

sessment with senior 
military officials at Tel 
Nof air base on Sun-
day, Zamir reportedly 
argued that there was 
no operational justifi-
cation for continuing 
the raid, and no legal 
basis for continuing to 

prevent Palestinians 
from returning to their 
homes, according to 
Kan.

A military source told 
the broadcaster that 
the operation's stated 
objectives -establish-
ing deterrence, locating 
what Israel describes 
as terrorist infrastruc-
ture and gathering in-
telligence - had been 
achieved. Troops had 
searched 500 structures 
in the city but seized 
only two guns, the 
source said.

Several soldiers tak-
ing part in the opera-
tion also questioned its 
continued purpose in 
interviews with Kan.

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
KUWAIT, OCT 27
Minister of Public Works 
Dr Noura Al-Mashaan 
on Monday laid the 
foundation stone for the 
North Kabd wastewater 
treatment plant project, 
which covers the study, 
design, construction, 
operation and mainte-
nance of the facility and 
its associated infrastruc-
ture. The ceremony was 
attended by Chinese Am-
bassador to Kuwait Yang 
Xin, senior ministry offi-
cials and representatives 
of the Chinese company 
executing the project. 

The project is the sec-
ond agreement signed 
between Kuwait and 
China during the visit of 
His Highness the Amir 
Sheikh Meshal Al-Ah-
mad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah 

to China when he was 
Crown Prince.

In a speech at the cer-
emony, Al-Mashaan 
said the project was be-
ing implemented in line 
with the directives of the 
Amir, the Crown Prince 
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled 
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, and 
His Highness the Prime 
Minister Sheikh Ahmad 
Al-Abdullah Al-Ahmad 
Al-Sabah, who attach 
great importance to in-
frastructure development 
and sustainable develop-
ment to secure a better fu-
ture for Kuwait’s citizens.

She said the project 
reflected the depth of 
friendship and coop-
eration between Kuwait 
and China, describing 
it as one of the Ministry 
of Public Works’ major 
strategic initiatives.

North Kabd Plant to 
boost water reuse

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
TRIPLO, OCT 27
Libya's Ministry of 
Transport said on Mon-
day that airspace re-
strictions issued by the 
UN's International Civil 
Aviation Organization 
in 2015 during the coun-
try's civil war have been 
removed.

The ministry said the 
decision, which was for-
mally issued on Octo-
ber 23, was announced 
by ICAO Secretary Gen-
eral Juan Carlos Sala-
zar at the opening of a 
meeting of civil avia-
tion officials from the 
Middle East in Doha.

"This measure comes 
as a result of  the notable 
 progress made and the 
confidence placed in 
 the capabilities of the 
Libyan civil aviation 

sector in recent times," 
the Tripoli-based Minis-
try of Transport said in 
a statement on its veri-
fied Facebook page.

The ministry, in a sep-
arate statement, said the 
North African country 
has received requests for 
permits to transit Libyan 
airspace that it charac-
terized as "unprecedent-
ed demand from interna-
tional airlines."

"The total number of 

permits registered for 
 2026-2027 winter sea-
son has surged  to 61,968 
flights per month, effec-
tive from this November," 
the ministry  said, calling 
it a significant jump from 
an average  of 2,000 transit 
flights per month during 
the 2025-2026 season.

"Such an increase will 
generate substantial 
financial revenues us-
ing Libyan airspace," it 
added.

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
MUSCAT, OCT 27
The proceedings of the 
"Muscat Maritime Re-
silience Forum 2026" be-
gan in Muscat today to 
review challenges facing 
the maritime sector and 
practical experiences, 
as well as to explore op-
portunities to enhance 
cooperation among vari-
ous components of the 
maritime and logistics 
system.

This contributes to 

developing practical so-
lutions to enhance the 
resilience and readiness 
of maritime networks, 
while supporting the 
continuity of supply 
chains and the flow of 
global trade amid rapid 
developments.

The opening of the fo-
rum was held under the 
auspices of Eng. Said 
Hamoud Al Maawali, 
Minister of Transport, 
Communications and In-
formation Technology.

The forum features the 
participation of a number 
of leaders and experts, or-
ganized by Asyad Group 
in partnership with the 
Foreign Ministry, the 
Ministry of Transport, 
Communications and 
Information Technol-
ogy, and Oman Invest-
ment Authority, within 
the framework of efforts 
aimed at consolidating 
the Sultanate of Oman's 
position as a hub for in-
ternational dialogue.

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
MANAMA, OCT. 27
The Supreme Coun-
cil for Islamic Affairs 
(SCIA), chaired by Shai-
kh Abdulrahman bin 
Mohammed bin Rashid 
Al Khalifa, President of 
the Council, held its fifth 
regular session of the 
sixth term today. 

Shaikh Abdulrah-
man bin Mohammed 
expressed gratitude to 
King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa for patronising 
the reopening ceremony 
of the Shaikh Ahmed Al 
Fateh bin Mohammed 
Al Khalifa Mosque in 
Gudaibiya, following its 
expansion and recon-
struction in line with 
His Majesty’s royal di-
rectives.

The council com-
mended His Majesty’s 

continued commitment 
to serving and maintain-
ing places of worship, 
preserving Bahrain’s 
historical and cultural 
landmarks, and safe-
guarding the historical 
and cultural identity of 
its buildings, cities and 
villages.

It also praised the 
King's close attention to 
the reconstruction of the 
mosque, which bears the 
name of a distinguished 
figure in Bahrain’s his-
tory, Shaikh Ahmed Al 

Fateh bin Mohammed 
Al Khalifa, and is lo-
cated next to his grave. 
The council expressed 
appreciation for the sup-
port of the government, 
led by Prince Salman 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister, and its 
efforts to overcome all 
obstacles to implement-
ing the royal directives.

The council affirmed 
that the mosque repre-
sents a beacon of knowl-
edge and culture com-

memorating the founder 
of the State of Bahrain. It 
also serves as an Islamic 
landmark that promotes 
the values of tolerant 
Islamic culture, builds 
bridges of understand-
ing and strengthens ci-
vilisational exchange 
among the world’s di-
verse cultures and peo-
ples.

 The council expressed 
its profound apprecia-
tion for King's commit-
ment to upholding the 
values of loyalty to the 
nation’s founding fig-
ures, as well as his em-
phasis on the Kingdom’s 
continued efforts to ren-
ovate and reconstruct 
mosques, expand exist-
ing facilities and build 
new places of worship 
across all governorates. 

These efforts enable 

mosques to fulfil their 
religious role and ci-
vilisational mission by 
promoting noble Islamic 
values that encourage 
goodness, righteous 
deeds, coexistence, toler-
ance, solidarity and love 
among members of soci-
ety. They also reflect the 
tolerant teachings of Is-
lam and Bahrain’s noble 
message of brotherhood, 
compassion, peace, coex-
istence and respect for 
others. 

In another context, 
the council commended 
the important messages 
conveyed in the royal 
address delivered by the 
King at the opening of 
the fifth session of the 
sixth legislative term of 
the Shura Council and 
the Council of Represen-
tatives.

Libya says international 
aviation restrictions lifted 

Muscat forum reviews 
maritime networks readiness

Bahrain: SCIA holds fifth regular session of sixth term

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
DOHA, OCT 27 
The Qatar Stock Ex-
change (QSE) index in-
creased by 0.71% at the 
start of Tuesday's trading, 
gaining 62.93 points from 
the previous session's 
close to reach 8,915 points, 
supported by six sec-
tors. QSE data attributed 
positive performances in 
Transportation (+1.72%), 
Telecoms (+1.38%), Con-
sumer Goods and Ser-
vices (+1.17%), Banks 
and Financial Services 
(+0.51%), Industrials 
(+0.18%), and Insurance 
(+0.18%). Meanwhile, per-
formance was negative 
for Real Estate (-1.18%).

CAIRO, OCT 26 
Egypt's parliament on 
Monday approved au-
thorising President 
Abdel Fattah El-Sisi to 
take measures to sup-
port Saudi Arabia, ac-
cording to a statement 
by the parliament's 
general secretariat.

The parliament ap-
proved the authorisa-
tion by a two-thirds 
majority during a ple-
nary session, the state-
ment said.

The authorisation 
allows the president 
to take necessary mea-
sures to support and 
defend Saudi Arabia, 

its sovereignty and 
its holy sites against 
any external attacks, 
in accordance with a 
decision adopted by 

Egypt's National De-
fence Council on Octo-
ber 18, the statement 
added.

On October 17, Sisi 

said Egypt was pre-
pared to take "any mea-
sures" requested by 
Saudi Arabia to defend 
the kingdom's security 

and sovereignty, but 
stressed that such ac-
tion "requires parlia-
mentary approval."

He called for an 
emergency parliamen-
tary session to au-
thorise intervention 
if requested, while 
stressing that he was 
speaking "strictly in 
terms of defence" rath-
er than waging war.

Later on, Egypt's 
official MENA news 
agency reported that 
Egypt's parliament 
postponed a vote on au-
thorising the military 
to defend Saudi Arabia 
until October 26.

QSE index 
opens higher

Egyptian parliament authorises Sisi to take 
measures to support Saudi Arabia

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
RIYADH, OCT 27
The countries of the 
Makkah Defense Al-
liance and Iran have 
agreed to continue 
discussions aimed at 
enhancing cooperation 
and de-escalate ten-
sions in the region.

The three coun-
tries—Saudi Ara-
bia, Turkiye and 
Pakistan—and Iran 
reached the agreement 
during a quadrilat-
eral meeting hosted 
by Tehran on Monday, 
according to Iranian 
state television. The 
parties agreed to con-
tinue discussions 
aimed at enhancing co-
operation, and promot-
ing regional peace and 
security.

The meeting brought 
together Saudi Defense 
Minister Prince Khalid 
bin Salman, Pakistan 
Army Chief of Staff 
Field Marshal Asim 
Munir, and Turkish 
Intelligence Chief Ibra-
him Kalin, represent-
ing the countries of 
the “Makkah Defense 
Alliance.” They met 
with Iranian President 
Masoud Pezeshkian, 

Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araqchi, and Sec-
retary of the Supreme 
National Security 
Council Mohsen Reza-
ei.

During the talks, 
Pezeshkian expressed 
support for agreements 
aimed at strengthen-
ing regional security 
and signaled Tehran’s 
readiness to resolve 
differences through co-
operation. Pezeshkian 
told the visiting delega-
tion that Iran support-
ed any understanding 
that would enhance 
security in the region 
and was prepared 
to take steps toward 
greater regional coop-
eration and resolving 
disputes.

Iran’s security chief 
Mohsen Rezaei also 
struck an optimistic 
tone following the 
meeting, describing 
discussions with repre-
sentatives of the three 
alliance member states 
as “very good.” “I feel 
that a new atmosphere 
is emerging in the re-
gion. I sensed a very 
positive atmosphere in 
the discussions,” Reza-
ei told state television.

Makkah Alliance
countries, Iran discuss 
regional de-escalation

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
WEST BANK, OCT 27
Israel prevented an in-
ternational delegation 
that included Western 
politicians from entering 
the occupied West Bank 
as part of a tour to meet 
Palestinian children, 
farmers and civil society 
leaders, The Guardian re-
ported.

The delegation, com-
prising 23 people, came 
from countries includ-
ing Britain, Switzerland, 
the US, Greece, Ireland, 
the Netherlands, France, 
Spain and Luxembourg.

“We were detained, tak-
en aside and then interro-
gated … People were shout-

ed at. We were asked why 
we were going in, what was 
happening, why our stories 
were one way or the other. 
The bottom line was it was 
a deeply unpleasant expe-
rience,” Clive Lewis, an 
MP with the UK’s govern-
ing Labour Party, told The 
Guardian. The delegation 
was set to attend Progres-
sive International’s Sec-
ond Ramallah Congress, 
an event to oppose Israel’s 
occupation of Palestine 
hosted in partnership with 
Birzeit University.

The event included 
a series of talks among 
Palestinian academics, 
students and civil society 
organizations.

Israel bars international 
delegation from 
entering West Bank

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
RIYADH, OCT 27
Saudi Arabia’s domestic 
non-oil exports increased 
by 8.5 percent year-on-
year in August 2026, de-
spite an overall decline 
in merchandise exports, 
according to the General 
Authority for Statistics 
(GASTAT).

The authority’s Inter-
national Merchandise 
Trade Statistics report 
showed that plastics, 
rubber and their prod-
ucts accounted for the 
largest share of non-oil 
exports at 22.6 percent, 
recording a 7.5 percent 
increase compared with 
August 2025.

Meanwhile, the ratio of 
non-oil exports, includ-
ing re-exports, to imports 

edged up to 36.51 percent, 
compared with 36.48 per-
cent in August 2025.

Despite the growth in 
domestic non-oil exports, 
total non-oil exports, 
including re-exports, 
declined by 9.1 percent, 
while re-exported goods 
fell by 34 percent.

Overall merchandise 
exports decreased by 11.5 
percent year-on-year, 
driven by a 12.5 percent 

decline in oil exports, 
while merchandise im-
ports fell by 9.1 percent.

The Kingdom’s mer-
chandise trade surplus 
also decreased by 21 per-
cent compared with Au-
gust 2025.

The United Arab Emir-
ates was Saudi Arabia’s 
largest merchandise 
export destination, ac-
counting for 11.4 percent 
of total exports.

Saudi domestic non-oil exports 
rise 8.5% in August 
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Noel Tata challenges Chandrasekaran's 
reappointment, alleges procedural lapses

No pressure from US to cut Russian 

oil imports: Hardeep Puri

NEW DELHI, OCT 27 
Noel Tata has esca-
lated his challenge to N 
Chandrasekaran's reap-
pointment as Executive 
Chairman of Tata Sons, 
alleging procedural laps-
es in the board decision 
and raising questions 
over potential confl ict of 
interest.

In a letter dated to Tata 
Sons Company Secre-
tary Suprakash Mukho-
padhyay, Noel Tata has 
sought extensive records 
and disclosures within 
seven days, arguing that 
the reappointment reso-
lution is void.

According to Noel 

Tata, the reappointment 
of Chandrasekaran for 
fi ve years from February 
21, 2027 was improperly 
introduced.

He said neither the 

original nor the revised 
board agenda identifi ed 
a resolution on the Ex-
ecutive Chairman's re-
appointment with Item 
7 described only as De-
briefi ng from Nomina-
tion and Remuneration 
Committee (NRC).

The resolution was 
moved under that item 
even though the com-
mittee's agenda and 
minutes had not been 
circulated to directors, 
he added.

He also questioned 
the absence of a selec-
tion committee under 
Article 118 of Tata Sons' 
Articles of Association 

and said the affi rma-
tive vote required from 
directors appointed 
under Article 104B read 
with Article 121 was not 
obtained.

Noel Tata further ob-
jected to the company 
secretary certifying the 
resolution and fi ling 
it with the Registrar of 
Companies before board 
minutes were fi nalised.

He has demanded the 
original audio-video re-
cording and transcript of 
the September 17 meeting, 
fi nal minutes, individual 
voting records and audit 
trail of changes to board 
papers. (IANS/UNI)

NEW DELHI, OCT 27 
India has faced no pres-
sure from the US to re-
duce its Russian crude 
imports, Union Petro-
leum Minister Hard-
eep Singh Puri said on 
Tuesday.

Speaking at an event, 
the minister noted that 
Middle East oil supplies 
have been rising as the 
region is able to ship out 
more cargoes.

"I never felt any-
thing," he said.

He noted that India 
was getting only 0.2 per 
cent of its oil imports 
from Russia before the 
Ukraine war, while im-
ports surged after the 
war started due to dis-
counts on Russian oil.

India's imports of 
Middle Eastern crude 
surged in September, 
returning to pre-war 
levels, while refi ners 
cut back purchases of 
Russian oil amid stiff 
competition from Chi-
na, ship-tracking data 
showed.

The minister also stat-
ed that purchase of Rus-

sian oil is linked to dis-
counts and pricing when 
compared with other 
grades. Russian oil im-
ports have been reduced 
as refi ners are buying 
more Gulf oil sold at a 
discount, he added.

Ultimately, every de-
cision is anchored in 
self-interest, the minis-
ter noted.

Earlier in October, 
US President Donald 
Trump invoked national 
interest provisions to 
waive fresh sanctions, 
restrictions and duties 
on Russian energy ex-
ports under a law enact-
ed last month, provid-
ing relief to India from 
potential tariffs of up to 
100 per cent.

Earlier in September, 
Puri had said that India 
has navigated the recent 
supply-chain disrup-
tions amid the geopo-
litical crises and main-
tained steady energy 
imports, refl ecting the 
success of its energy di-
plomacy under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi. (IANS)

Microsoft offers voluntary exits to staff 
in India, US as AI spending bites

WASHINGTON, OCT 26 
Microsoft has opened 
a voluntary exit pro-
gramme for employees in 
India, the United States, 
Canada and the United 
Kingdom, in a move that 
reports say could reach 
about 60,000 workers 
as the technology giant 
balances a costly artifi -
cial intelligence buildout 
against its payroll.

The company an-
nounced the Voluntary 
Exit Offer (VEO) on 
Monday in a message 
to employees from Amy 
Coleman, Executive 
Vice President and Chief 
People Offi cer, which 
Microsoft published on 
its offi cial blog.

“This offer will be avail-
able to eligible employees 
in participating teams in 
Canada, India, the United 
Kingdom and the United 
States at level 70 and be-
low,” Coleman wrote.

“This is a time-limited, 
voluntary program that 

gives those who are eli-
gible the opportunity to 
leave Microsoft with fi -
nancial support and ca-
reer planning resources,” 
she said.

Microsoft did not give 
a fi gure for the number of 
eligible employees in its 

announcement. CNBC, 
citing a person familiar 
with the matter, report-
ed that around 60,000 
people are eligible, or 
about 27 per cent of the 
company’s workforce of 
about 223,000.

Microsoft also did not 
say how many of the 
eligible staff are in India, 
where it runs large engi-
neering and support op-
erations. Not every team 
is taking part. “Some or-
ganisations are providing 
the Voluntary Exit Offer, 
and some are not. Par-
ticipation varies based on 
each business’s priorities, 
customer commitments 
and workforce needs,” 
Coleman wrote. (IANS)

Noel Tata

TATA SONS ROW

WASHINGTON, OCT 27 
Artifi cial intelligence com-
pany Anthropic, the mak-
er of the Claude chatbot, 
has fi led for an initial pub-
lic offering in the US, dis-
closing explosive revenue 
growth alongside heavy 
losses as it prepares to list 
on the Nasdaq under the 
symbol "ANT".

The San Francisco-
based company said on 
Monday that Anthropic, 
PBC had fi led a registra-
tion statement on Form 
S-1 with the US Securities 
and Exchange Commis-
sion for a proposed offer-
ing of its Class A common 
stock. "The number of 
shares of Class A common 
stock to be offered and the 
price range for the pro-
posed offering have not 

yet been determined," the 
company said. According 
to the fi ling, Anthropic's 
revenue was $41 million in 
2023, $386 million in 2024 
and $4.6 billion in 2025. In 
the six months ended June 

30, 2026, revenue reached 
$16.3 billion, "representing 
a year-over-year growth 
rate of 1,300 per cent.”

"We do not expect our 
revenue will continue to 
grow at comparable rates, 

and we cannot assure you 
that it will continue to 
grow at all," the company 
cautioned.

The fi ling shows a net 
loss of $41.97 billion for 
2025 and $80.75 billion 

for the fi rst six months of 
2026.

Goldman Sachs and 
Morgan Stanley are lead-
ing a large underwriting 
syndicate that includes 
J.P. Morgan, Citigroup, 
Barclays and Wells Fargo 
Securities.

Founded in 2021, An-
thropic is a public ben-
efi t corporation. Its Long-
Term Benefi t Trust, which 
the fi ling describes as "a 
fi nancially disinterested 
trust", generally has the 
power to elect and remove 
a majority of the board. 
Chief Executive Dario 
Amodei and President 
Daniela Amodei, together 
with fi ve other co-found-
ers, will hold a special 
Class F stock through a 
founders' entity. (IANS)

NEW DELHI, OCT 27 
Apple's iPhone 18 Pro 
series recorded 3.1 per 
cent year-on-year sales 
growth globally during 
the fi rst three weeks after 
launch, according to a 
report released on Tues-
day.

As per analysis by 
Counterpoint Research, 
global sales of the iPhone 
18 Pro and Pro Max rose 
3.1 per cent from a year 
earlier during the three 
weeks following the de-
vices' September release.

However, the new 
series sales have out-
performed the iPhone 
17 Pro series over the 
same period last year, it 
added.

The report attributed 
the increase to improved 
early supply compared 
with last year's launch 
and higher prices for 
competing fl agship 
smartphones from Chi-
nese Android manufac-
turers.

The contribution from 
China masked weaker 

performance elsewhere.
Moreover, sales de-

clined year-on-year in 
the United States and Ja-
pan where higher prices 
weighed on demand.

The report further 
showed China contribut-
ed growth of 29 per cent 
year-on-year.

In the US, consumers 
have not viewed the lat-
est models as offering sig-
nifi cant improvements in 
features or design over 
their predecessors, it 
added.

In Japan, a weaker ex-
change rate amplifi ed 
price increases, contrib-
uting to softer demand.

The iPhone 18 Pro 

Max accounted for 56 
per cent of total iPhone 
18 Pro series sales dur-
ing the launch period, 
down slightly from 57 per 
cent a year earlier. Higher 
pricing and stronger de-
mand growth in emerg-
ing markets such as India 
and Southeast Asia which 
favoured the Pro model 
over the Pro Max, con-
tributed to the shift.

"Whether China's 
outperformance re-
fl ects durable demand 
or front-loaded buying 
will become clearer in 
the coming weeks," said 
Sujeong Lim, associate 
director at Counter-
point Research. (IANS)

AI fi rm Anthropic fi les for Nasdaq IPO, reports 
$16.3 billion half-year revenue

Apple ‘iPhone 18 Pro’ series 
posts 3.1% growth 

WASHINGTON, OCT 26 
Meta Platforms on Mon-
day launched offerings 
worth approximately $35 
billion and outlined a 
further $60 billion share-
sale programme to sup-
port its Artifi cial Intelli-
gence expansion.

The combined USD 95 
billion fi gure represents 
planned fi nancing, rath-
er than money already 
raised. The larger, future 
programme remains 
conditional.

The initial offerings 
comprise about $22.5 
billion in common 
shares through forward 
sale agreements and 
$12.5 billion in securities 
representing mandatory 
convertible preferred 
stock.

Meta said it would 

not initially receive pro-
ceeds from the com-
mon shares sold by the 
forward purchasers. It 
would receive funds 
upon future settlement 
of those agreements.

The planned $60 bil-
lion programme would 
involve its new Class 
C shares and is not ex-
pected to begin before 
the fi rst quarter of 2027. 
Meta said no agreement 

for that programme had 
been entered into.

Chipmakers Nvidia, 
AMD and Broadcom 
have indicated interest 
in buying a combined 
$5 billion of shares in the 
common-stock offering. 
Those indications are not 
binding commitments.

Morgan Stanley and 
Goldman Sachs are lead-
ing the offerings. Meta 
said the fi nancing would 

support its investment 
in AI infrastructure and 
personal superintelli-
gence.

The announcement 
follows company execu-
tives’ explanation last 
week of the substantial 
computing costs in-
volved in expanding AI 
services.

During Meta’s Octo-
ber 21 earnings call, chief 
fi nancial offi cer Susan 
Li said the company’s 
capital expenditure, in-
cluding principal pay-
ments on fi nance leases, 
reached $34.9 billion in 
the third quarter. The 
spending covered serv-
ers, data centres and net-
work infrastructure. Free 
cash fl ow was negative 
$2.1 billion during the 
quarter, she said. (IANS)

Meta outlines $95 billion AI financing plan

MUMBAI, OCT 27
HDFC Bank, India's larg-
est private lender, on 
Tuesday announced a 
leadership transition, 
with Anup Bagchi taking 
charge as Managing Di-
rector and Chief Execu-
tive Offi cer.

The transition fol-
lows the completion of 
Sashidhar Jagdishan's 
tenure.

In an exchange fi ling, 
the private bank said 
Sashidhar Jagdishan va-
cated offi ce as MD &amp; 
CEO at the close of busi-
ness hours on October 
26, 2026, on account of 
completion of his ten-
ure and Anup Bagchi as-
sumed charge effective 
October 27, 2026.

However, the bank 
thanked Jagdishan for 
his strategic vision and 
commitment, credit-
ing his leadership with 
strengthening its perfor-
mance, organisational 
culture and customer-
centric approach.

It also acknowledged 
his pivotal role in the 
successful completion of 
one of corporate India's 
largest mergers.

 Bagchi takes charge at 
a time when the lender is 
navigating a mixed earn-
ings environment. (IANS)

Anup Bagchi 
takes charge as 
HDFC Bank MD
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NEW DELHI, OCT 27 
Maruti Suzuki India 
on Tuesday reported 
a 26.4 per cent year-
on-year (YoY) dip in 
consolidated net profi t 
for the second quarter 
of FY27 to Rs 2,466.1 
crore due to higher 
commodity costs 
linked to the West Asia 
confl ict. The profi t dip 
came despite a 26 per 
cent increase in rev-
enue from operations 
to Rs 53,355.5 crore as 
the benefi t was also 
outweighed by mark-
to-market losses on in-
vested surplus. Operat-
ing profi t (EBIT) fell 17.1 
per cent year-on-year to 
Rs 2,803.7 crore in Q2 
FY27 from Rs 3,382 crore 
a year earlier. (IANS)

Maruti Suzuki 
Q2 profit falls 
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Bollywood super-
star Shah Rukh 

Khan on Tuesday 
treated his fans with 
a new poster of his 
upcoming film “King” 
and added a punchline 
saying ‘Qaatil nahi… 
Aashiq hoon’.

Shah Rukh took to 
Instagram, where he 
dropped the poster. The 
glimpse showed the su-
perstar with a rose be-
tween his lips, holding 
a gun in his hand and 
an intense look in his 
eyes.The poster also 
had December 24, 2026 
written on it.

Sharing the poster 

on social media, SRK 
wrote, "Aaj phir yaad 
aaya... Qaatil nahi 
Aashiq hoon #KING In 
cinemas 24.12.26."

The upcoming Hindi 
action-thriller film 
King, directed by Sid-
dharth Anand. It is re-
ported to be an adapta-

tion of the 1994 French 
crime film Léon: The 
Professional. The film 
also stars SRK’s daugh-
ter Suhana Khan. The 
primary antagonist 
is a dark and violent 
villain played by Ab-
hishek Bachchan.

This will be the first 
time Shah Rukh will 
be seen sharing screen 
space with his daugh-
ter Suhana. The film 
also stars Abhishek 
Bachchan, Deepika 
Padukone, Anil Ka-
poor, Rani Mukerji, 
Jaideep Ahlawat, Jack-
ie Shroff, Raghav Juy-
al, and Abhay Verma. 

Singer Kesha has fi-
nally released her 

first-ever music video 
for her song “Back-
stabber”, which she 
shot in 2009 with her 
friends in downtown 
Los Angeles, recall-
ing how she made the 
video to convince ev-
eryone that the track 
deserved to be a single.

Sharing the story 
behind the video on 
Instagram, Kesha, 
whose real name is 
Kesha Rose Sebert, 
shared that she and 
her friends stayed up 

all night, did their 
own glam and filmed 
it themselves.

Sharing a look on the 
photo-sharing and reel 
making application, 
Kesha wrote: “In 2009, 
I knew I wanted “Back-

stabber” to be a single, 
so I took it upon myself 
to make this video to 
convince everyone that 
it deserved its moment. 
My friends and I stayed 
up all night, did our 
own glam, and shot this 
video!! Everyone in it is 
one of my best friends.

She described the 
project as an authentic 
reflection of that phase 
of her life, before her 
career took off and she 
went from hanging 
out at the Drunk Tank 
to touring the world a 
year later.

US rapper Mackl-
emore on Monday 

launched his new “Free 
Palestine Tour” in Dub-
lin after being dropped 
as a supporting act by 
British pop star Ed 
Sheeran over pro-Pales-
tinian comments.

Standing in lines out-
side the venue for the 
first show in the Irish 
capital, which promot-
ers said had sold out, 
excited fans praised the 
43-year-old’s stance.

“Macklemore’s sup-
port for Palestine is 
huge. He’s stood up 

and he’s put himself on 
the line instead of tak-
ing the easy way out,” 
said Michael Keating, a 
31-year-old who works 
in insurance, told AFP.

“He’s risking his pop-
ularity, his future, his 
family’s future — ev-
erything just for peace. 
And it is very impor-
tant.”

The “Thrift Shop” 
star was removed from 
Sheeran’s   tour after 
shouting “Free Pales-
tine!” on stage and tell-
ing Palestinians they 
were “not forgotten.”

Veteran play-
back singer Udit 

Narayan has reunit-
ed with fellow sing-
ing legend Kumar 
Sanu for the song 
‘Suniyo Zara’ from 
the upcoming movie, 
“Suryaa: Ant Se Aar-
ambh Tak.”

Narayan described 
the collaboration as a 
nostalgic experience 
that brought him 
back to a cherished 
chapter of his musi-
cal journey. Reflect-
ing on working with 
Kumar Sanu again 
after several years, 
Udit said the reunion 

brought back fond 
memories of his ca-
reer.

Speaking about 
the song, Udit said, 
“Singing with Kumar 
Sanu again after so 
many years felt like 
reliving a beautiful 
chapter of my career. 
With Anupam joining 
us, the energy was 
fresh yet familiar, 
and I believe listeners 
will feel that bond in 
every note.”

Kumar Sanu added, 
“This song is spe-
cial because it’s not 
just about music it’s 
about friendship, 
memories, and the 
joy of coming togeth-
er. I’m glad we could 
give audiences some-
thing heartfelt and 
timeless.”

Anupam Amod 
stated, “Being part 
of this collaboration 
with Udit ji and Sanu 
ji is an honour. Suni-

yo Zara carries emo-
tions of companion-
ship and journey, and 
I’m proud to lend my 
voice to such a mean-
ingful track.”

“Suniyo Zara” fea-
tures Sunny Deol 
and Ravi Kishan. 
The track celebrates 
friendship and shared 
memories through a 
musical collaboration 
that brings together 
three distinctive 
voices. “Suniyo Zara” 
features the voices of 
Udit Narayan, Kumar 
Sanu and Anupam 
Amod. Composed by 
RAAHEE and writ-
ten by Priya Saraiya, 
the song is the first 
track from the film 
‘Suryaa: Ant Se Aar-
ambh Tak’.

Singer Mika Singh 
has shared his 

views on live perfor-
mances and audience 
expectations amid 
the controversy sur-
rounding singer Dal-
er Mehndi’s perfor-
mance at a religious 
event in Uttarakhand.

When asked whether 
artists should perform 
despite health concerns 
and whether they have 
a responsibility to de-
liver their best to fans, 
Mika said audiences 
are honest in express-
ing their reactions to 
a performance. He ex-
plained that audiences 
do not hesitate to voice 
their disappointment 
when they are not en-
joying a show. Accord-
ing to him, fans may 
even ask an artist to 
change a song if they 
find the performance 

slow or boring.
“If someone doesn’t 

like you, there are 
fans who hoot for you 
go get lost. This hap-
pens. I have a lot of hit 
songs, and sometimes, 
when I start singing 
a boring song, people 
ask me to change it. 
And the audience at 
Daler Mehndi’s con-
cert was enjoying, 

and Minister Sahib 
is only getting angry. 
The whole audience 
was enjoying the per-
formance and danc-
ing. You can watch 
the video. You can 
see the comments on 
Instagram. You can 
see the kind of respect 
the minister has re-
ceived.”

Mika also spoke 
about how audiences 
respond to his popu-
lar tracks, saying that 
people often react en-
thusiastically to songs 
they enjoy.

“These days, when 
you give a poor perfor-
mance, your fans are 
the ones who shout, 
‘Get out of here! We’re 
not enjoying this.’ It 
still happens to me 
that when I start sing-
ing a slow song, peo-
ple walk away,” he 

said.
Daler Mehndi’s 

performance at the 
Siddhpeeth Maa Kun-
japuri Tourism and 
Development Fair in 
Uttarakhand drew 
attention after state 
minister Subodh Uni-
yal halted the show 
before it could con-
clude. The minister 
allegedly accused the 
singer of being intoxi-
cated and lip-syncing 
at the Navratri event, 
which was held in a 
religious setting.

Following the inci-
dent, several members 
of the entertainment 
industry, including 
Mika Singh, Palash 
Sen, Kapil Sharma, Ila 
Arun, Anupam Kher, 
and Sudesh Lehri, 
came forward to ex-
press their support for 
Daler Mehndi.

M.A.SALAM
Film Journalist

DUBAI, OCT 27 
India skipper Smriti 
Mandhana lost her po-
sition at the top of the 
Women’s ODI batting 
rankings, while Har-
manpreet Kaur and 
Deepti Sharma made 
significant gains follow-
ing their performances 
in the ongoing series 
against Zimbabwe.

South Africa captain 
Laura Wolvaardt re-
claimed the No.1 spot 
in the ODI batting rank-
ings after Mandhana lost 
valuable ranking points 
for scores of 32 and 
zero in India’s first two 
matches against Zimba-
bwe. Mandhana scored 

32 in the opening ODI 
before being dismissed 
for a duck in the second 
match.

India have already 
clinched the three-match 
series in Vadodara after 
winning the first two 
games, with several play-
ers making progress in 
the latest rankings up-
date. Former India cap-
tain Harmanpreet moved 
up two places to eighth 
among ODI batters, 
while Deepti climbed 
four spots to 23rd in the 
same category. Both 
players scored centuries 
in the second ODI, earn-
ing significant gains in 
the rankings. (IANS)

PARIS, OCT 27 
Stunning second-half 
goals from Senny Ma-
yulu and Mika Godts 
secured Paris Saint-
Germain a 2-0 victory 
over Olympique Lyon-
nais at the Parc des 
Princes.

It was a fifth consec-
utive Ligue 1 victory - 
an eighth win in a row 
in all competitions 
- that sent the cham-
pions to the top of the 
table for the first time 
this season.

It was the Parisians 
who got off to a better 
start, led by the Fer-
ran Torres, who was 
denied by Dominik 
Greif (22'). The capital 
club were in fine form, 

forcing Lyon to defend 
deep in their own half.

On the half-hour 
mark, the visitors fi-
nally responded with 
a swift counter-attack 
as Matfey Safanov 
made a brilliant save 
to stop Julien Duran-
ville (31'). The Paris 

goalkeeper was called 
upon again moments 
later, this time to deny 
Zachary Athekame 
(33'). It was a tight and 
competitive affair as 
Luis Enrique’s men 
stepped up a gear once 
more, but Maghnes 
Akliouche couldn't 

find the opener (40').
After the break, Par-

is were quickly back 
on the front foot, and 
Joao Neves, follow-
ing a fine lay-off from 
Achraf Hakimi, saw 
his acrobatic over-
head kick fly just over 
the opposition goal 
(53’).

It was then Ferran’s 
turn to shine once 
more, but his shot 
from the right-hand 
side of the box was 
once again denied by 
an imperious Dominik 
Greif (57’). The Slova-
kian goalkeeper was 
keeping his side in the 
contest as Les Rouge 
et Bleu further upped 
the ante. (IANS/UNI)

Harry Kane wins 
Ballon d'Or

Lamine Yamal wins young 
talent of the year award 

Luis de la Fuente named 
coach of the year

LONDON, OCT 27 
England captain Harry 
Kane has won the 2026 
Ballon d'Or in a cer-
emony at the London 
Palladium Theatre.

The 70th edition of 
the prestigious award 
was held outside of the 
French capital for the 
first time this year – as 
a tribute to its inaugu-
ral winner from 1956 
Stanley Matthews.

The England captain 
becomes just the fifth 
Englishman to win 
the award, after Stan-
ley Matthews (1956), 
Bobby Charlton (1966), 
Kevin Keegan (1978 
and 1979), Michael 
Owen (2001).

Kane’s 36 goals for 
Bayern Munich in the 
Bundesliga in 2025/26 
earned the striker a 
second European Gold-
en Shoe, while his 61 
goals across all compe-
titions for the German 
giant made headlines 
around the globe.

The Three Lions 
striker and joint all-
time appearance mak-
er enjoyed a goal-laden 
season with Bayern 

Munich and England, 
scoring 73 times in 65 
games – 61 of which 
came for his club and 
12 for his country.

Kane’s contribu-
tions helped England 
to finish third at the 
FIFA World Cup 2026 
earlier this summer, 
the Three Lions’ best 
finish at a World Cup 
since winning it in 
1966.

The forward – Eu-
rope’s top scorer last 
season – also won the 
Bundesliga title, DFB-
Pokal and Franz Beck-
enbauer Supercup 
with Bayern Munich.

“It was an incredible 
year for me last year – 
to score the amount of 
goals I did was some-
thing I’m extremely 
proud of," he said. “It 
was the best season 
of my career without 
a doubt. It wouldn’t 
be possible without 
many people along the 
way. My Bayern Mu-
nich teammates, my 
England teammates, 
the coaches – Thomas 
Tuchel, Vincent Kom-
pany. (IANS/UNI)

LONDON, OCT 27 
Spain and FC Barcelona 
striker Lamine Yamal 
won the Young Tal-
ent of the Year award 
at the 2026 Ballon d'Or 
ceremony for the third 
consecutive year, a his-
toric achievement that 
confirms his position 
among the brightest 
young talents in world 
football.

The young forward 
ranked third in the Bal-
lon d’Or, behind Harry 
Kane in first place and 
Kylian Mbappe in second.

At just 19 years of 
age, the youngster from 
Rocafonda in Mataro 

continues to build an 
extraordinary career. 
His first award in 2024 
was already signifi-
cant, recognising his 

precocious talent, while 
his second, in 2025, made 
him the first player ever 
to successfully defend 
the title. (IANS)

LONDON, OCT 27 
Luis de la Fuente has 
been awarded the Coach 
of the Year prize at the 
2026 Ballon d'Or ceremo-
ny after leading Spain to 
victory at the 2026 World 
Cup.

 The coach from La 
Rioja has crafted a true 
‘signature team’, char-
acterised by dominance 
in possession, relent-
less vertical aggression 
and a suffocating tempo. 
De la Fuente’s coach-
ing philosophy reached 
its zenith at the 2026 
World Cup, where Spain 

marched to the trophy 
with overwhelming su-
periority.

Under De la Fuente’s 
guidance, Spain not only 

returned to the pinnacle of 
world football but also re-
established the undisput-
ed dominance of its golden 
era, back in 2010. (IANS)

Smriti loses No.1 
ODI batter spot

PSG beat Lyon to go top of Ligue 1 table

Unai Simon wins best goalkeeper award
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TG govt to hold all-party meeting 
on El Niño, drought today

TFP I ABDUL RAHMAN KHAN
HYDERABAD, OCT 27
The Telangana gov-
ernment will hold an 
all-party meeting on 
Wednesday to discuss 
the impact of El Niño, 
rainfall deficits and 
prevailing drought 
conditions across the 
State.

Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Bhatti Vikramarka 
will chair the meeting 
at 1400 hours in Room 
No 33 on the sixth floor 
of the Dr B.R. Ambed-
kar Telangana State 
Secretariat.

The meeting will fo-
cus on measures to mi-
nimise the impact of 
drought on the general 
public and the farming 

community. The gov-
ernment will seek sug-
gestions from leaders of 
various political parties 
on ensuring drinking 
water supplies, conserv-
ing water resources, 
providing electricity for 
irrigation and encour-
aging alternative crops 
in view of the rainfall 
shortage.

The meeting will also 
discuss strategies for 
drought mitigation and 
proactive measures to 
address the emerging 
challenges. The gov-
ernment is expected to 
urge all political parties 
to cooperate in tackling 
the situation and pro-
tecting the interests of 
farmers and the public.

Singareni CMD seeks Angul Collector’s 
support for Naini Coal Mine Projects

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
ANGUL (ODISHA), OCT 27
Singareni Collier-
ies Company Limited 
(SCCL) Chairman and 
Managing Director Dr. 
Buddhaprakash Jyoti 
met Angul District Col-
lector Mohammad Ab-
daal Akhtar in Odisha on 
Tuesday to seek support 
for land allocation, reha-
bilitation and coal trans-
portation infrastructure 
for the company’s Naini 
coal mine projects. The 
Collector assured the 
company of necessary 
cooperation.

Dr. Buddhaprakash 
Jyoti sought land for a 

rehabilitation and re-
settlement (R&R) colony 
for 40 project-affected 
families and requested 
an early meeting of the 
Rehabilitation and Pe-
riphery Advisory Com-
mittee (RPDAC). He also 
sought assistance in ac-
quiring land in Tukuda 

and Jarapada villages for 
a proposed thermal pow-
er plant near the Naini 
mine.

The CMD requested 
support for completing 
the proposed bypass road 
connecting Chandipara 
and Jarapada villages 
to the railway junction. 

Singareni has deposited 
Rs. 35 crore towards the 
project. He also sought 
land for a company office 
and staff colony in Odis-
ha, along with assistance 
for the Majhika bypass 
road, for which the com-
pany offered to fund land 
acquisition.

T-BJP Chief criticises Congress 
demand to halt SIR

RATNA CHOTRANI
HYDERABAD, OCT 27
Telangana BJP Presi-
dent, N. Ramchander 
Rao, on Tuesday criti-
cised Congress lead-
ers, including party 
President Mallikarjun 
Kharge and Leader of 
the Opposition (LoP) in 
the Lok Sabha, Rahul 
Gandhi, for demanding 
a halt to the Special In-
tensive Revision (SIR) 
of electoral rolls over 
allegations of alleged ir-
regularities, calling the 
demand baseless and ac-
cusing the Opposition of 
misleading people with 
allegations of vote theft.

Speaking to media, 
Rao said the SIR process 
had progressed signifi-
cantly and questioned 
the Congress' demand to 
stop it without present-
ing evidence of alleged 
voter deletions.

“Congress leaders, 
including Mallikarjun 
Kharge, have time and 
again been asking for 
the SIR process to be 

stalled. In fact, the first 
phase of the SIR is over 
now. The second phase 
of the SIR for the re-
maining voters has been 
completed,” he said.

He added that Kera-
la, Telangana, Andhra 
Pradesh and Karnataka 
were among the states 
where the second phase 
of the exercise had been 
completed, claiming that 
the overall process was 
now almost complete.

“How can it be stopped 
without any proof? 
Kharge or Rahul Gan-
dhi, it is their demand to 
stop the SIR without any 

basis,” Rao claimed.
The BJP leader al-

leged that the Congress 
had failed to substanti-
ate its claims that legiti-
mate voters had been 
removed from electoral 
rolls. He claimed that 
neither the party's lead-
ers nor the individuals 
allegedly affected had 
provided evidence to 
establish where or how 
valid votes were deleted.

Reiterating the BJP’s 
stance on the matter, 
Rao alleged that the 
Opposition questioned 
the credibility of EVMs 
and the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) 
primarily when the BJP 
emerged victorious in 
elections.

He maintained that 
the allegations against 
the electoral process 
were false and reiter-
ated that the Congress 
should provide evidence 
to support its claims 
rather than demand 
that the SIR exercise be 
stopped.

Revenue Minister directs officials to 
complete land resurvey within 18 months

TFP I HAJI ALI
SANGAREDDY, OCT 27
Telangana Revenue, 
Housing and Informa-
tion and Public Rela-
tions Minister Pongu-
leti Srinivasa Reddy 
warned that strict ac-
tion would be taken 
against revenue offi-
cials and employees if 
their performance did 
not improve. He said 
delays in resolving land 
disputes and difficulties 
faced by farmers would 
not be tolerated.

The Minister re-
viewed the functioning 
of the Revenue, Regis-
tration and Housing 
departments of the erst-
while united Medak dis-
trict at the Sangareddy 
Zilla Parishad meeting 
hall on Tuesday, along 
with Ministers Damo-
dar Rajanarasimha and 
Vivek Venkataswamy 
and district officials.

Ponguleti said the 
government had under-
taken land resurvey to 
resolve disputes per-
manently and improve 
transparency in land 
records. He directed 
Tahsildars and survey-
ors to conduct surveys 
accurately, explain land 
boundaries and extent 

clearly to farmers, and 
resolve pending applica-
tions promptly.

District Collectors 
and revenue officials 
were instructed to in-
spect survey work in 
the field and ensure 
that farmers faced no 
difficulties. The govern-
ment aims to complete 
the resurvey of agricul-
tural lands and abadi 
properties within 18 
months, with the first 
phase covering 70 vil-

lages in each district.
The Minister also said 

houses would be sanc-
tioned in phases to ev-
ery eligible poor family. 
Measures were being 
taken to supply cement 
bags at Rs. 230 to reduce 
construction costs for 
Indiramma house ben-
eficiaries. He directed 
officials to expedite in-
complete double-bed-
room housing projects 
and ensure that house 
allotments were trans-

parent and based on eli-
gibility.

The meeting was at-
tended by CCLA Com-
missioner Lokesh 
Kumar, Registration 
and Stamps Depart-
ment Special Secre-
tary Rajiv Gandhi Ha-
numanthu, Housing 
Department Managing 
Director Goutham, MP 
Raghunandan Rao, 
Suresh Shetkar, MLC 
Anjireddy, and MLAs 
Chinta Prabhakar, 

Sunitha Lakshma Red-
dy, Manik Rao, Kotha 
Prabhakar Reddy and 
Sanjeeva Reddy.

Sangareddy, Sid-
dipet and Medak Dis-
trict Collectors Prateek 
Jain, Haimavathi and 
Pratima Singh, along 
with additional collec-
tors, the sub-collector, 
Revenue Divisional Of-
ficers, Tahsildars and 
officials from various 
departments, also par-
ticipated.

Calls vote theft assertions baseless

 Ministers Ponguleti Srinivasa Reddy, Damodar Rajanarasimha and Vivek Venkataswamy reviewed the 
functioning of Revenue, Registration and Housing departments of erstwhile united Medak district.

N. Ramchander Rao

Congress targets 100 
seats in TG: TPCC chief 
FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
HYDERABAD, OCT 27
Telangana Pradesh 
Congress Committee 
(TPCC) president Ma-
hesh Kumar Goud on 
Tuesday said the Con-
gress was targeting 100 
seats in the next As-
sembly elections and 
expressed confidence 
that the party would 
return to power in the 
State.

Speaking to the me-
dia at the Secretariat, 
Goud said all pending 
issues would be re-
solved by November, 
after which the party 
would focus directly 
on preparations for the 
elections.

He claimed that 
Chief Minister A. Re-
vanth Reddy had given 
the party leadership a 
free hand and that co-
ordination within the 
Congress was strong.

He also criticised 
former Chief Minister 
K Chandrashekar Rao 
over the State's debt 
burden and dismissed 
the BRS leader's re-
marks on El Niño, say-

ing the weather phe-
nomenon affected the 
entire country.

Goud said the Con-
gress would benefit 
electorally from its 
welfare initiatives, 
including the fine-
quality rice distribu-
tion and Indiramma 
housing schemes, free 
electricity and the 
creation of 90,000 jobs. 
Targeting the BJP, the 
TPCC chief ruled out 
the party coming to 
power in Telangana in 
the near future. 

He also predicted 
that the BJP would 
lose several of its ex-
isting Assembly and 
Lok Sabha seats in the 
State.

Mahesh Kumar Goud

KTR blames Cong govt for drought

FREEDOM PRESS BUREAU
HYDERABAD, OCT 27
BRS Working Presi-
dent KT Rama Rao 
(KTR) on Tuesday 
accused the Con-
gress government of 
mismanaging water 
resources and wors-
ening drought-like 
conditions in Telan-
gana, alleging that 
farmers were suffer-
ing from shortages of 
irrigation water, elec-
tricity and urea.

Speaking at Telan-
gana Bhavan amidst 
several Congress and 
BJP leaders from 
Nirmal constituency 
joining the BRS, KTR 
claimed that waters 
from the Godavari 
and Krishna rivers 
were flowing into the 
sea instead of being 
used for irrigation. 
He alleged that the 
government's failure 
to operate lift irriga-
tion pumps had con-
tributed to the crisis 
and said the situa-
tion could have been 
avoided through bet-
ter water manage-

ment.
KTR criticised the 

Congress govern-
ment over delays in 
Rythu Bandhu pay-
ments and the imple-
mentation of election 
promises. Recalling 
the BRS government's 
initiatives, including 
24-hour free power, 
irrigation facilities, 
Rythu Bandhu, KCR 
Kit, Kalyana Lakshmi 
and Shaadi Mubarak, 
he claimed that farm-
ers and other sections 
had benefited during 
KCR's tenure.

Accusing Chief 
Minister A Revanth 
Reddy of neglecting 
farmers' problems, 
KTR expressed confi-
dence that Telangana 
would return to the 

path of development 
and welfare under for-
mer Chief Minister K. 
Chandrashekar Rao's 
leadership. He also 
criticised the BJP and 
Congress over their 
performance in Nir-
mal constituency.

KTR called upon 
BRS leaders and 
workers to strength-
en the party at the 
grassroots level and 
announced a grand 
public meeting in Nir-
mal on November 11. 
He said more leaders 
were expected to join 
the party at the meet-
ing and assured party 
workers that appro-
priate responsibilities 
would be assigned to 
those working for the 
organisation.

BRS public meeting in Nirmal on Nov 11
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